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MINUTES OF WAGONER COUNTY COMMISSION  

SPECIAL MEETING 

Friday, May 14th, 2010  

 

The Board of Wagoner County Commissioners met with Chris Edwards, 

Chairman; Jim Hargrove, Vice-Chairman; Carolyn Kusler, County Clerk; and 

Bobbi Fears, Secretary.  Also present was Excise Board members Chris 

Leffingwell and Don Winkle; as well as leaders of the Creek Nation.  Advance 

notice of the meeting was posted on bulletin boards and public entrances of the 

Wagoner County Courthouse on May 11th, 2010. 

 

Location:   Creek Nation Headquarters, Okmulgee 

 

I. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Edwards at 1:25 pm.  

II. Roll Call – all present. 

III. There was general discussion about the transfer of the Coweta Community 

Center and Health Clinic complex to the Bureau of Indian Affairs as trust 

land which would remove the complex from the Wagoner County tax rolls.  

The Assessor’s office reported that the loss of revenue to Wagoner County 

entities would be as follows: 

 Coweta Schools:  $95,780.53 

 County Health Dept:     3,333.97 

 Vo-Tech     13,103.27 

 Coweta City:      2,364.79 

 County General:    13,323.44 

Jeff Holmes, Coweta Public Schools Superintendant and Brad Tackett, Coweta 

Public Schools Chief Financial Officer stated that such a cut would further 

devastate the school’s finances as the State of Oklahoma has already cut 

their budget for this fiscal year and has announced further cuts for the next 

school year.  They also pointed out that 300 of Coweta’s 3300 students are 

Creek Indians. 

Ben Chaney of the Creek Nation stated that the Creek Nation has contributed 

much to Wagoner County in the way of road work and in the employment of 

89 funded positions at the Clinic. 
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Chris Leffingwell stated that everyone appreciates the Creek Nation’s 

contributions to Wagoner County and would like to emphasize that the main 

issue is one of timing—the loss of ad valorem revenue at a time when the 

State is also cutting funding for the schools.  

There was some concern expressed regarding the assessments and whether 

the land was assessed in the same manner as other properties.  The land 

usually gets placed into trust rather quickly but because of environmental 

issues the placement has been delayed, hence the ability of Wagoner County 

to place the property on the tax rolls.   

Chief Ellis of the Creek Nation, while stating that the land will inevitably be 

placed in trust, agreed to mitigate the impact on the schools by a possible 

delay of placing the land in the trust.  Future conversations about the 

subject may be scheduled in the future. 

IV. Old business.  - None. 

V. New Business in accordance with 25 O.S. §311 A.9. – None. 

VI. Motion by Commissioner Edwards to recess at 3:10pm.  Seconded by 

Commissioner Hargrove.  With all members present, all voted aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Presented and approved by the Wagoner County Commission on this 24th day of 

May, 2010. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

CHRIS EDWARDS, CHAIRMAN   JIM HARGROVE, VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

      ATTEST CAROLYN KUSLER 

      WAGONER COUNTY CLERK 

       

TOM VINCENT, MEMBER                           

      By: 


