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NEW INITIATIVE SEEKS TO PASS “FRANCINE’S LAW” 

IN OKLAHOMA 
 

WAGONER, Okla. – Oklahoma could soon become the sixth state to pass a law that will play a 

vital role in finding missing persons.  District Attorney Jack Thorp will be in Oklahoma City 

with Oklahoma Attorney General Mike Hunter on Thursday to announce an initiative to pass 

“Francine’s Law” through the next Legislative Session in Oklahoma. 

 

Thorp will be accompanied by some legendary names in cold case investigations, including Mike 

Nance, a 38-year veteran of the Tulsa Police Department and nationally-renowned advocate for 

missing and exploited person.  Nance played a leading role in drafting the legislation, along with 

Angela Berg, a forensic anthropologist who manages the cases of unidentified victims in the 

Oklahoma Medical Examiner’s office.  Another key advocate of Francine’s Law is a new 

member of the District 27 staff who’s bringing resolution to long unsolved cases. 

 

“We’ve been lucky to have the expertise of Vicky Lyons,” said Thorp, who hired the retired 

OSBI agent to scour cold and missing persons cases in the four counties of District 27 – Adair, 

Cherokee, Sequoyah and Wagoner.  “She’s already helped us bring indictments in three cold 

cases, and we’re close to finding answers in many more.” 

 

Lyons, a former U.S. Marine Criminal Investigations Officer with 42 years of investigative 

experience, brings unmatched experience to the district, where the top prosecutor is committed to 

delivering justice in crimes of all ages. 

 

“Francine’s Law is just one more powerful tool in our investigative tool kit,” said Thorp, “and it 

couldn’t have happened without Vicky, Mike and Angela, and Attorney General Hunter.” 

 

Currently, each law enforcement agency maintains data about crimes in their jurisdictions.  

Fewer than 25 percent of Oklahoma’s missing persons are entered into the National Missing and 

Unidentified Persons Systems, or NamUs.  Under Francine’s Law, Oklahoma law enforcement 

agencies will be required to enter information about missing persons and unidentified bodies 

within 30 days, joining New York, Tennessee, Connecticut, Michigan and New Jersey. 



 

“I’m sure we have local cases, right now, that we can solve through NamUs,” Thorp said, “so 

I’m confident I speak for prosecutors and law enforcement throughout the state when I say how 

much we appreciate Attorney General Hunter for pressing for this vital legislation.” 

 

The Oklahoma version of the NamUs law was named after Francine Frost, who left for a Tulsa 

grocery store in 1981 and was never seen again.  Her family agonized for 30 years over what 

happened to the beloved wife and mother.  Little did they know, the 44-year-old nurse’s body 

had been discovered in Muskogee County two years after her disappearance.  It took determined 

family members 28 years to finally connect the dots through NamUs, which is open to the public. 

 

No funding is required for Francine’s Law.  NamUs has been funded by federal income taxes 

since 2005.  Grants pay for maintenance and management of NamUs through the University of 

North Texas Health Science Center and the Center for Human Identification. 

 

NamUs currently shows 238 people missing in Oklahoma. 


