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$2.6 Million in Oklahoma Tax Refund Checks  
Are Waiting To Be Claimed 

Many Claimants Could Benefit from New “Fast Track” Claims System 
 

OKLAHOMA CITY – As Oklahomans prepare to file their 2007 income tax returns, it 
might pay to check State Treasurer Scott Meacham’s unclaimed property list. The online list, at 
www.treasurer.ok.gov, contains the names of more than 8,600 state residents who are owed more 
than $2.6 million because they never cashed their state tax refund checks in past years.  

 
When an Oklahoma tax refund check is not cashed within three years of when it is 

written, the Oklahoma Tax Commission sends the money and the owner’s name and last known 
address to Meacham’s Unclaimed Property Division. 

 
“As with all unclaimed property, we will hold the money for the rightful owners until 

they come forward to make a claim,” Meacham said. “Our service is always free and, especially 
with tax refund checks, making a claim is quick and easy.” 

 
At last count, the treasurer’s office had 8,688 refund checks worth $2,654,945. The 

largest, single unclaimed tax refund check is for more than $110,000 and has been held since 
2006. The oldest un-cashed refund check was turned over to the office in 1987. 

 
“We’ve had some of these tax refund checks for more than 20 years, and that’s plenty 

long enough,” Meacham said. “Nobody likes to pay taxes, but when you pay too much and get a 
refund, you deserve to get your money. Please help us by visiting our web site 
(www.treasurer.ok.gov) and looking to see if you are one of the more than 8,600 on the list. If 
you find your name, you can start your claim right there on the web site.” 

 
Most of the tax refund checks on the list can be claimed using Meacham’s new Fast 

Track system. The streamlined system can be used when the amount of the claim is $1,500 or 
less and identification of the owner can be easily verified. In the case of tax refund checks, 
identification is usually simple because of information currently on file. 
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The Fast Track claims system was started in March of last year. Since then, more than 
5,600 claims totaling $1.3 million have been completed using this process. From start-to-finish, a 
Fast Track claim can be done in only a few days and can often be handled over the telephone. 
Other claims can take up to 90 days to complete. 

 
The names of more than 350,000 Oklahomans are on Meacham’s unclaimed property list. 

They have cash and other valuables worth more than $260 million waiting for them to claim. In 
addition to un-cashed tax refunds, unclaimed property includes cash, rebates, paychecks, 
royalties, stocks, bonds and safe deposit box contents. 

 
When businesses lose track of people to whom they owe money, the law requires them to 

bring the property, along with the owner’s name and last known address, to Treasurer 
Meacham’s office. 

 
Meacham operates the online search page on the web site, publishes the names in state 

newspapers and conducts other outreach – such as booths at the Tulsa and Oklahoma City state 
fairs – to help reunite Oklahomans with their cash and other property. 

 
Under Meacham’s direction in the past two years, the number of claims paid has jumped 

52 percent and the amount of money returned has increased by 26 percent. 
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For more information contact: 
Tim Allen, Deputy Treasurer for Policy and Administration, (405) 522-4212 

 


