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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
     Ad Valorem

F O R U M
“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 

1997 and 2010”

Director’s Notes:
We enjoyed seeing everyone at the CODA meeting in Norman recently, and doing a short Tax Commission 

update for you there.

A good group of Oklahoma assessors, deputies, CLGT and Tax Commission personnel attended the 82nd 
Annual IAAO Conference in Tampa, Florida, August 28-31.  We heard presentations on topics ranging from 
tax policy to technology to management to appraisal to mapping and GIS.

These conferences are always an amazing opportunity to gain new knowledge, network with peers in our 
profession, and get a glimpse of the big picture as it relates to property tax.  The big take-away for me is that 
there are many common issues and problems that we share, in the administration of property tax, across the 
country and around the world.

We are in the “wrap-up” stages of the annual ad valorem audits, including the Equalization Study and the 
Performance Audit.  The Ad Valorem Division has mailed the sales samples used in the audits to your office 
for review, which you should have received right after Labor Day.

We have greatly appreciated your cooperation and assistance in the audit process this year.  You have each 
contributed to making our job more manageable, and less stressful.

Please remember that all requests for edits or deletions of sales must be submitted, with the required 
documentation and forms, to the Ad Valorem Division by no later than October 7.  Sales which are edited, or 
removed, will be done for both the Equalization Study and the Performance Audit.

Performance Audit non-sales ratio results will be mailed out October 3.  The Ad Valorem Division field 
staff will contact each county assessor to go over the results with you.   In some situations, where it is 
necessary, field analysts may schedule a county visit with you, to answer questions or clarify things.  There is 
also an opportunity, for any county, to schedule a formal exit conference at the Ad Valorem Division offices, 
to further discuss any issues.  Last year, no formal exit conferences were necessary, and only two counties 
utilized a formal exit conference in 2014.

We’re grateful for the efforts that each of you has made to comply with the Performance Audit guidelines.  
We have seen tremendous progress statewide since the test audit in 2012. Last year there were 61 counties 
fully complying with the Performance Audit, and there continues to be a strong effort by assessors to improve 
assessment practices.

We look forward to seeing each of you next month at the 105th Annual Fall Conference of the County 
Assessor’s Association of Oklahoma!

Kind Regards,
Joe Hapgood, CAE
Ad Valorem Division Director

P.S. - “The purpose of an education is to replace an empty mind with an open one.”  –Malcolm S. Forbes
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“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 
 With Steve Oliver With Steve Oliver

We had a very successful Educational Conference this year, and I have had time to look at some of the 
feedback we received.  What was overwhelmingly apparent was a desire by counties for more information 
on Deeds.  Since Deeds can sometimes be a little tricky, having a panel discussion sounds like an excellent 
idea.  So, from now until the end of April, I would love for you to send me copies of your craziest deeds 
(or just hang on to them for when I come by, or send them with your designated OTC Field Staff Member-
-no need to use postage).  

Many people mentioned that they would be interested in a more Basic or Advanced ArcView course.  
That could be arranged, but in all honesty, more one-on-one interaction would be better.  If you are 
interested in having a “How To” session with ArcView, send me an email, so that we can set up a time to 
work on it together.   

I would also be interested in hearing from you on other mapping related topics; it is never too early 
to start planning for next year’s conference.   I hope to see all of you real soon.

“Let’s Get Personal” Property
by Patty Heath

The 5-Year Exempt Manufacturing inspections are going good so far.  I’m running from one side of the 
state to the other.  Remember, the county is not obligated to go with me on inspections, but it may serve 
as good “P.R.”  to visit the site.

Research is well under way on the Section VII (Oil and Gas) of the Personal Property Schedule.  

Here is the timeline process for the Business Personal Property Schedule: 

August 24, 2016:  Interested parties are asked to submit written comments and presentations ten days 
before the meeting due by September 9, 2016.  This lead time is requested to give the Ad Valorem Division 
time to review and study any information to be presented in the event the division has any questions.

September 22, 2016:  Public comments will be heard beginning at 10:00 am on the methodologies 
used in the Business Personal Property Schedule.  Comments will be posted on the website following the 
meeting, by October 5, 2015 along with a Draft copy of the Business Personal Property Schedule.

November 7, 2015:  The Ad Valorem Division will post the Draft Business Personal Property Schedule 
on the website.

Ten-Day Comment Period:  Parties wishing to submit written comments on the draft may do so within 
the ten day period, by November 21, 2016.  These comments will be posted on the website and available 
to anyone accessesing the website.

December 1, 2016:  The Ad Valorem Division posts its proposed changes to the Business Personal 
Property Schedule on the website.  The entire schedule will not be reposted.  Only those sections that 
the division proposes to change, or those sections where comments were received but the Division is not 
recommending a change, will be re-posted.

Second Ten-Day Comment Period:  Parties wishing to submit written comments on the changes may 
do so within the ten day period, by December 12, 2016.  The division will post all comments received 
during the second comment period.

January 5, 2017:  Upon approval of the Oklahoma Tax Commissioners, the Business Personal Property 
Schedule for 2017 will be posted on the website and available for use.  Hard copies will not be printed for 
2017; the Schedule will only be available through the website.
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National Register Of Historic Places
Canadian County
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16 If you’ve been watching television the last couple 

of years, you may have seen a bank commercial that 
features a little history about the city of El Reno, 
located in Canadian County.  One of the buildings 
featured in the advertisement is the Carnegie 
Library, located at 215 E. Wade.  The classically 
styled building was added to the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1980.  The two-story brick 
structure was built in 1904-1905 while Oklahoma 
was still a territory.  Originally, the first floor housed 
the library collection, and the second floor featured 
an auditorium with a stage.  In 1927, it was decided 
the auditorium was no longer needed.  The stage was 
walled off for storage, and the rest of the second 
floor became the children’s library.  In 1964, an 
archives room was added to the structure, which wrapped around the northeast corner of the building in 
such a way as to preserve the library’s original façade.  The library was the fourth Carnegie Library to be 
constructed in Oklahoma Territory, and is the oldest in the state still being used for its original purpose.

One building no longer in use is the El Reno 
Municipal Swimming Pool and Bath House, added 
to the register in 2000.  The building is located at 
715 S. Morrison, in a section of Legion Park, once a 
private park that was acquired by the city in 1920.  
The Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival style building 
was constructed in 1935 from concrete trimmed 
with brick. The pool opened in June 1935, becoming 
the city’s first public swimming pool.  It was in use 
until being permanently closed in 1991.  The pool 
had been proposed as early as 1928, but plans were 
delayed by the Great Depression.  Construction of 
the pool was begun in 1934 using funds from a bond 
election and a grant from the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration.  The pool itself has been 
filled in with earth since its closure, but the bath house remains standing, along with some of the concrete 
supports for benches and diving boards.  

Connected by additions to the original buildings, the Canadian County Jail and Stable were nominated 
to the historic register together in 1985, even though the jail is located at 300 S. Evans, and the stable at 
301 N. Choctaw in El Reno.  The jail was built in 1906-1907 and is a two-story masonry structure designed 
by Solomon Andrew Layton, an early statehood architect.  It is an example of Italian Renaissance style 
featuring an imposing façade, which gives the illusion the building is only one story in height. The floor 
plan is a symmetrical “T” shape and features 12 cells, with enough space to house 24 prisoners.  It had 
a separate detention room for boys, a booking area, and a woman’s ward.  Offices were located upstairs 
and the basement featured an escape tunnel for the jailer, in case of a riot.  The square two-story brick 
stable was built between 1908 and 1913.  It has been altered significantly over the years, and in 1927 was 
“modernized.” A double door was cut into the south side of the building to accommodate the sheriff ’s 
motor vehicles.  When the buildings were nominated for inclusion on the register, they were connected 

El Reno Carnegie Library

El Reno Municipal Swimming Pool and Bath House
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by two additions, both of which were removed in 1991.  
The stable was built for function, but is unusual in style, 
with Italian Renaissance-influenced elements linking it 
visually with the jail.  

The Rock Island Railroad Depot, located at 400 W. 
Wade Street, was nominated to the National Historic 
Register in 1982.  It was constructed in 1907 and is a 
conventional design, although larger than most depots.  
The 176 foot red brick building stretches along the 
main line of track.  Today, the building houses the 
Canadian County Historical Society.

Also located in the historical society complex is 
the Red Cross Canteen.  The canteen is constructed 
“log-cabin style” and was built in 1918, directly south 
of the depot.  Due to increased railroad traffic, and 
delays when moving troops and equipment during 
World War I, a women’s group saw a need for a place 
of respite and to store Red Cross supplies.  The railroad 
donated old telegraph poles to serve as the logs, and 
men from nearby railroad shops donated their labor 
to erect the structure.  The building measures 14 
feet by 24 feet, and the logs are chinked with mortar.  
The building remains mostly unchanged from the 
days when it served thousands of passing American 
servicemen as the nation’s first Red Cross Canteen.  
During World War I, volunteers handed out cookies, 
sandwiches, cigarettes, candy, snuff, harmonicas, paper, 
and other items to troops as they passed through 
El Reno.  Complete records do not exist, but it is 
estimated that between June 1918 and October 1919, 
approximately 40,000 soldiers, sailors, marines, and 
draftees were served from this building, along with 15 
Red Cross nurses and more than 150 sick and injured 
personnel.  Following both world wars, the canteen 
was closed, and the building was moved to Legion Park, 
where it served as headquarters for the Boy Scouts.  It 
was eventually abandoned and faced the prospect of 
demolition.  The Canadian County Historical Society 
recognized the significance of the structure, and it was 
purchased by a former World War II canteen volunteer.  
The building was moved back to the grounds of the 
Rock Island Railroad station, almost to its original spot, and was restored.  Today, it is part of the Canadian 
County Historical Museum complex.

Historic sites in Canadian County will be continued in the October Forum.

Canadian County Jail and Stable

Rock Island Railroad Depot

Red Cross Canteen

Mark Your 
2016 Calendar

County Assessor’s Fall Conference: 
 • October 12-14: Wyndham Gardens Hotel
   S. Meridian Ave, Oklahoma City


