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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
     Ad Valorem

F O R U M
“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 

1997 and 2010”

Director’s Notes:
We enjoyed seeing everyone at the County Assessors Association Fall Conference recently, and having 

the opportunity to share a brief update from the Tax Commission for everyone at the meeting.  With all the 
personal property valuation issues related to medical marijuana that everyone is dealing with now, we were 
also pleased to make Bryan Shuck of the Ad Valorem Division, available to share some information with you 
during the Conference as well.

As the year begins to wind down, and as we begin preparations for the next one, I’d like to offer special 
thanks to Assessors Association President Donise Rogers for her hard work during the year.  I have greatly 
appreciated her efforts on behalf of your organization.  Good communication makes everyone’s job easier, and 
Donise has certainly done her part to help make that happen.  Guyla Hart, Lisa Melchior, and Matt Wehmuller 
have all served well as officers this year, and we also thank them for their service and dedication.

I really enjoyed working with Donise this past year, and I am looking forward to working with Guyla Hart 
as your new Association President.  Hopefully, Guyla and I can get into a good routine, where we check in on a 
regular basis and share updates and information.  Congratulations to Sarah Batterton of Roger Mills County, who 
was selected as the new Reporter for the Assessors’ Association.  I am looking forward to working with you.

In addition to the Assessors Fall Meeting, we had the opportunity to attend a meeting of the Oklahoma 
Association of Tax Representatives (OATR) in Tulsa on October 8th.  Everything runs more smoothly with 
regular coordination and communication between the Ad Valorem Division and company representatives, so 
we appreciated the opportunity to visit with them at their recent meeting.

The deadlines have come and gone for edits of sales samples for the Equalization Study and Performance 
Audit ratio studies, along with the final deadline for returning the Performance Audit findings sheets.  The Ad 
Valorem Division is now preparing the final Performance Audit report for submission to the State Board of 
Equalization Subcommittee in mid-November.

The SBOE Subcommittee will review the report, and then present a report to the full State Board 
at its December 2nd meeting, along with any compliance recommendations.  As always, the Ad Valorem 
Division will submit the annual Equalization Study directly to the SBOE in December, along with compliance 
recommendations for that audit.

Thanks to each of you for the hard work that you do every day of the year to improve the assessment 
process in your counties, and to serve your taxpayers in a professional and respectful manner.

Kind Regards,
Joe Hapgood, CAE
Ad Valorem Division Director

P.S. - “Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value.” - Albert Einstein
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“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

With Steve OliverWith Steve Oliver
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At the end of September, I was able to attend the URISA (Urban and Regional Information Systems 
Association) GIS-PRO 2019 Conference in New Orleans.  Now, I could sit here and describe all of the 
eats, sounds, and beignets, and that would be enough reason enough to visit the “Big Easy,” but that is not 
why I went, (although Grandma’s Gumbo was really good).  I went to learn about best practices in doing 
my job, to meet other professionals, and see what innovations are coming out. 

So what did I learn?  I learned there is way more to mapping than just drawing lines on a computer 
screen.  I thought I understood how important mapping is, even if the people controlling the purse strings 
might not.  I have always said making maps is like creating modern art; everything at this conference 
reinforced that thought.  As mappers, we need to use our craft to show value in the work that we perform.   
Statutorily, the county assessor’s office is required to maintain a mapping system:

Title 68
Article 28.  Ad Valorem Taxes §2821. 
Physical Inspection of Real Property - Recording of Information – Comprehensive Sales File - Drafting Facilities.

D. In order to conduct the visual inspections of real property during the four-year cycle, each county assessor 
shall acquire and maintain cadastral maps and a parcel identification system. The standards for the cadastral maps 
and the parcel identification system shall be uniform for each county of the state and shall be in such form as 
developed by the Ad Valorem Task Force.

Remembering Former Ad Valorem Director J.L. Merrill
J.L. Merrill, who passed away recently, was a long-time Oklahoma 

Tax Commission employee. He served as Ad Valorem Director before 
his appointment as an Oklahoma Tax Commissioner. Merrill was with 
the Tax Commission for 21 years, including 11 years as a Commissioner. 

“When I was with Oklahoma County, George Keyes and I met 
with him several times to get his advice on ad valorem issues.  He 
had a broad perspective on property tax from his service both as Ad 
Valorem Director and as a Tax Commissioner,” Jeff Spelman, former 
Ad Valorem Director remembered. 

“Even after he had been retired for many years,” Spelman said, 
“Mr. Merrill would call the Ad Valorem Division whenever a State 
Question about property tax was on a the ballot and ask insightful 
questions about the proposal.  He wanted to stay informed on ad 
valorem issues and their impact on county government.  He was a well-respected state official in the 
best tradition of public service.”  

In addition to his time as a Tax Commission employee, Mr. Merrill also served on the Board 
of Trustees for the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System; as President of Region II of 
the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators; as President of the Midwestern States 
Association of Tax Administrators; and as President of the National Tax Association—Tax Institute 
of America.
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“Let’s Get Personal” Property
by Patty Heath
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Patty and Bryan should be wrapping up the 5-Year Exempt Manufacturing inspections this week.  The 
next set of printouts should be mailed the first week in November and will include the XM1 inspections 
that have taken place.  We will also be requesting mill levies that week.  Be on the lookout for these letters 
from our office

The XM2-XM5s were distributed at the Annual Educational Conference and should be balanced now.  
We haven’t had much feedback on this issue, so I am assuming that the XM2-XM5s balance, which is good.  
If there is any variance, please contact Patty Heath to resolve it.  

The public meeting for the Personal Property Schedule went well.  There were no comments to post 
to the web.  Industry data is still under review and the Draft Business Personal Property Schedule will be 
on the web for review the week of November 4, 2019.  This year’s schedule will include figures related to 
marijuana facilities and drilling rigs.

Here is the remaining timeline process for the Personal Property Schedule: 

November 4, 2019:  The Ad Valorem Division will post the Draft Business Personal Property 
Schedule to the website.

Ten-Day Comment Period:  Parties wishing to submit written comments on the draft may do 
so within the 10-day period, by November 18, 2019.  These comments will be posted to the website and 
available to anyone who accesses the website.

December 2, 2019:  The Ad Valorem Division posts its proposed changes to the Business Personal 
Property Schedule to the website.  The entire schedule will not be reposted.  Only those sections that the 
division proposes to change, or those sections where comments were received but the Division is not 
recommending a change, will be re-posted.

Maintaining your mapping facilities is just a part of it; it is also important that you explore mapping’s 
potential.  As a whole, we are only using a fraction of the mapping software’s functions..  I am not just 
talking about ESRI software, I am talking about MIMS, QGIS, and even Landmark’s mapping system.  All of 
this software, including some that I have not named, offers a wide variety of optional uses.  It is our job as 
mappers to explore those options, and show those making decisions, what we can do.  The more you can 
do as a mapper, the more valuable you are to your office, and to the county.  

During my last GIS Council meeting, we had speakers from ODOT.  In a presented scenario, a county 
commissioner asked the ODOT team about how to get a mapping system set up in their county.  I had to 
speak up, because every county already has a statutorily mandated mapping system in place.  The county 
commissioner in the scenario did not know there was already a mapper in their county.

That brings up another point that I learned:  MARKET YOURSELF.  You, as the county’s mapping 
department, are a valuable asset.  Make sure they know it; learn how to find data, mine data, and create 
data, and then share it with the world.

Finally, I learned there is a vast amount of information, resources, and political sway that we are not 
tapping into.  URISA is a partner with IAAO; they present a conference each year specifically for CAMA.  I 
have spoken to several members of the GIS Council, and with people in the county assessor offices,  that 
are interested in starting URISA Chapter here in Oklahoma.  Currently, URISA has chapters covering a 
good chunk of the U.S., the Caribbean, and Canada.  If we create a chapter in Oklahoma, we can add our 
voices to the lobbying that URISA does for GIS at the state and federal levels.  If you would be interested 
in becoming a member, feel free to send me a message or give me a call.  
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National Register Of Historic Places
Kay County, Part 1
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Second Ten-Day Comment Period:  Parties wishing to submit written comments on the 
changes may do so within the 10-day period, by December 16, 2019.  The division will post all comments 
received during the second comment period.

January 2, 2020:  Upon approval of the Oklahoma Tax Commissioners, the Business Personal 
Property Schedule for 2020 will be posted to the website and available for use.  Hard copies will not be 
printed for 2020; the Schedule will only be available through the website.

The problem is not that people are taxed too little, the problem is that government spends too much. -- Ronald 
Reagan

Continued from page 3 “Let’s Get Personal Property”...

This month begins a three-part look at buildings on the National Register of Historic Places in Kay County.

The Kay County Courthouse is located on 
Courthouse Square in Newkirk.  Constructed in 
1925, the multistoried building blends Neo-Classical 
Revival Style with Second Renaissance Revival 
and features a portico entrance-way bracketed 
by six Ionic columns.  The central pediment 
features a garland-wreath design on the tympanum, 
with a frieze inscribed with “KAY COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE.”  The parapet above the cornice 
features four ornamental urns.  The building is one 
of the few courthouses in the state to have a tiled 
roof.  It was nominated to the register in 1984.

The Central Business District of Newkirk is 
located in downtown near the courthouse.  Also 
nominated in 1984, the district contains more 
than 40 buildings, too many to cover at one time.  Three examples of those listed on the register are the 
Geisler Building, built in 1901; the Cory Building, also built in 1901; and the Farmer’s National Bank, which 
was constructed in 1907.  For a complete list of historical buildings in Kay County, visit:  https://npgallery.
nps.gov/nrhp 

The Geisler Building is a two-story stone structure featuring 
a store front and display windows.  A broken stringcourse divides 
the first and second stories; with three semi-elliptical arched 
windows on the second floor (the second floor of the adjacent 
building echoes the design).  The entablature is embellished with 
alternating dentils.

The Cory Building is a two-story stone building with display 
windows on the first floor, and an offset front entry.  The second 
floor features two pairs of tall, transom sash-type windows with 
stone sills and heads.  Centered on the cornice line is a plaque 
bearing the name “Cory” and the plaque below has the date 
of completion as 1903 (although maps show the building as 
completed in 1901).  A pilaster forms a decorative cap above the 
cornice line.

Kay County Courthouse, Newkirk

Geisler Building, 128 Main, Newkirk
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The Farmer’s National Bank, built in 1907, is a two 
story stone building which features four ionic pillars of 
steel across the front.  The pillars are covered with a 
sandstone finish, and are set on stone pedestals.  The 
arched front windows on the first floor mirror the 
arched doorway in the center.  The second story has 
three metal casement type bay windows.  A frieze with 
“Farmer’s National Bank” is featured on the entablature.  

Also located in the county seat is the Newkirk 
Water Purification Plant, constructed in 1936.  The 
plant was a WPA (Works Progress Administration) 
project which created useful structures and provided 
employment during the Great Depression.  The 
rectangular building features second story rooms at 
either end, with a filtration pool constructed of poured 
concrete in the center.  It was added to the register 
in 1988.

Moving outside of town, the Chilocco Indian 
Agricultural School is located just west of U.S. Highway 
77, between Newkirk and Arkansas City, Kansas.  It 
was nominated to the register in 2006.  At the time of 
nomination, the campus had not been used as a school 
in more than 20 years.  There are 44 buildings on the 
campus, most being constructed of limestone that was 
quarried locally.  The first building was begun in 1883, 
and the boarding school opened for classes in 1884.  The 
first superintendent was Jasper M. Hadley, a Quaker who 
had transferred from the Cheyenne Agency to oversee 
the education of Native American Children.  The first 
students were from the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Kiowa 
tribes.  The school finally closed its doors July 15, 1979, 
when enrollment had dropped to just 150 students.

Tonkawa is another city in Kay County with 
buildings listed on the Historic Register.  The Tonkawa 
Armory was nominated in 1988, 
and is located on the corner 
of Third and North Streets.  It 
is a two-story structure built 
with native limestone that has 
been rusticated and laid in a 
random coursed pattern.  It 
was constructed in 1936-1937 
as a WPA project and designed 
by Bryan Nolen, State WPA 
Architect, and K. Ahler, District 
Architect.  The roof over the 
drill hall is constructed of steel.   
Garage doors are set under 
rounded brick arches.

Cory Building, 129 N. Main, Newkirk

Farmer’s National Bank, 115 N. Main, Newkirk

Newkirk Water Purification Plant

Continued from page 4 “National Register of Historic Places”...
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Nominated in 2007, the Tonkawa Lodge 
No. 157 A.F. & A.M. is located at 112 N. 7th 
Street.  The red brick two-story building was 
constructed in 1924-1925, during an economic 
boom.  The building was designed by the 
Oklahoma City architectural firm of Hawk 
and Parr.  It was built in Classical Revival style 
and features a full basement and a ceramic tile, 
hipped roof.  The U-shaped balcony area on the 
front of the first floor was originally intended to 
be a roof garden.  Although the front entrance 
is not original, the wood-framed, leaded glass, 
fanlight above the transom is historic.

The Mohoney House and Garage, located 
at 302 Main Avenue, was added 
to the register in 1984.  Built in 
1928 in Mediterranean or Italianate 
style, the square two-story brick 
house features a cross hipped roof 
decorated with small rafters.  Smooth 
ashlar molds were used to surround 
doors and windows.  The house 
has three chimneys, with the two 
interior chimneys resembling small 
bell towers topped with red tile.  
The covered porch featured three 
sets of double arches, and a single 
arch at each end.  Columns with low 
relief carvings and metal railings are 
placed between the columns of each 
arch.  The porch features a gabled 
roof and decorative moldings on 
the arches.  The second story has 
two balconies separated by one of 
the buildings’ cross sections.  Sets of 
arched Palladian windows are placed 
on the second story, surrounding 
the balconies and across the central 
section.  The original red tiled roof 
has been replaced with composition 
shingles.

Another building on the historic 
register in Tonkawa is the First 
Presbyterian Church, located at 109 
S. 4th.   It was built in 1905 under the 
direction of J.M. Schwab, a local carpenter.  The one-story building features a side-steeple, and exhibits 
influences of the Late Gothic Revival Movement.  It has a weatherboard frame and wainscoting, and features 
large, leaded stained glass triple windows with fanlights on three sides.  Although many changes have been 
made to the structure over the years, the building has maintained historic integrity.  It was added to the 
historic register in 1994.

Chilocco Indian Agricultural School, Newkirk

Tonkawa Armory

Continued from page 5 “National Register of Historic Places”...

Tonkawa Lodge No. 157 A.F. & A.M.

Continued on page 7...
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Continued from page 6 “National Register of Historic Places”...

The last building featured in this month’s 
edition is the Kaw City Depot, located on 
Washungah Drive west of Kaw City.  The depot 
is typical of many small town stations built by the 
Santa Fe Railway at the turn of the century.  The 
depot was built in 1902, and is a rectangular frame 
structure with a track-side three window bay.  The 
depot looks much as it did when constructed, 
but it was relocated after a historic flood of the 
Arkansas River in 1966.  Several houses and a few 
other buildings were moved from “old” Kaw City 
to higher ground of “new” Kaw City.  The Depot 
was the only commercial building to be moved, and 
it currently houses the Kaw City Museum.  It was 
nominated to the register in 1979.

Next month’s Forum will feature the second part of a three-month look at buildings in Kay County 
that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Mahoney House and Garage, Tonkawa

Kaw City Depot

First Presbyterian Church of Tonkawa



Oklahoma Chapter 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

of  ASSESSING OFFICERS 

IAAO Course 500 - Assessment of Personal Property 

Sponsored By: 

Contact Information: Brian Fife,  Canadian County Chief Deputy 

    Email:  fifeb@canadiancounty.org 

    Phone:  405-295-6117 

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT IS REQUIRED BY NOVEMBER 13, 2019 

Embassy Suites Hotel &  
Conference Center 

2501 Conference Drive 
Norman, OK  73069 

405-253-3547 

December 9 - 13, 2019,   Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center       Norman, OK 

Course 500— This course is designed to provide students with an understanding and working knowledge 
of the procedures and techniques required to assess personal property. This course concentrates on the 
skills necessary for listing, appraising and assessing the market value of properties using the three ap-
proaches to value: the cost approach, income approach and sales comparison approach. This course offers 
a broad mixture of theory and practical application. For more information about this course,  please go to 
the IAAO website. 

Instructor : Lisa Hobart CAE, PPS, ASA 



IAAO 
Course 500 
Assessment of Personal Property 

Oklahoma Chapter 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

of  ASSESSING OFFICERS 

Course 500— This course is designed to provide students with an understanding and working knowledge of 
the procedures and techniques required to assess personal property. This course concentrates on the skills 
necessary for listing, appraising and assessing the market value of properties using the three approaches to 
value: the cost approach, income approach and sales comparison approach. This course offers a broad mix-
ture of theory and practical application. For more information about this course,  please go to the IAAO  
website. 
(30 hours CE) 
Instructor:  
Lisa A. Hobart  CAE, PPS, ASA 
 

Location and Hotel Rooms:  
Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center 
2501 Conference Drive 
Norman, OK  73069 
Direct Phone:  405-364-8040 
 

 Rates: $94 + tax per night for single or double occupancy, breakfast included.  
 (block rooms reserved). 
Online booking for our group, click here or call  1-866-577-1273 using the group code ‘IAA’.   Book by Novem-
ber 17, 2019 for group rate.  Any unsold rooms at that time will release back into regular inventory.   
 

Cost: 
Course 500 registration fee is $450 for chapter members or $525 for non-chapter members and includes a 
student reference manual. 
 

Registration: 
To enroll, complete an individual registration form for each person attending, and mail payment with form(s) 
to : Canadian County Assessor’s Office 
 Brian Fife, Chief Deputy  

200 N Choctaw Ave 
El Reno, OK 73036 
Telephone: 405-295-6117   Fax: 405-422-2406 
Email: fifeb@canadiancounty.org 
 

Payment and Registration Must Be Received No Later Than November 13, 2019  

 

Materials: 
A student reference manual will be provided.  A battery operated calculator and pencil is required. 
 

Schedule: 
Class from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Friday (ExamDay) 
Two– 15 min breaks, 1 in AM and 1 in PM; 1 hour lunch break. 
(Times are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion). 



Oklahoma Chapter 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

of  ASSESSING OFFICERS 

IAAO COURSE 500 

Assessment of Personal Property 

December 9-13, 2019 

Norman, Oklahoma 

Please Print:                                             *FORM ALSO SERVES AS INVOICE* 

IAAO National Member:  (Check)  Yes  No 

Name: 

Title: 

Jurisdiction/Employer: 

Address: 

City:     State:    Zip: 

Telephone:  (       ) 

Email Address: 

Fax:  (       ) 

$450.00 Registration Fee (chapter members) (includes student reference manual) 

$525.00 Registration Fee (non-chapter members) (includes student reference manual) 

 
Text Book:  Property Assessment Valuation (PAV)—Third Ed. (not required) 

IAAO National Member:  $55.00 non-member:  $70.00 

 Total Due—please make checks payable to:  Oklahoma IAAO Chapter 

Make Checks Payable to Oklahoma IAAO Chapter, and mail to: 
Canadian County Assessor’s Office 
Brian Fife, Chief Deputy  
200 N Choctaw Ave 
El Reno, OK 73036 
Telephone:  405-295-6117   Fax:  405-422-2406   

REGISTRATION FORM 


