The mission of the Ad Valorem Division of the OklahomaTax Commission is
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to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner:
1997 and 2010”

Oklahoma
Ad Valorem

Director’s Notes:

It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving has already passed and that we are entering the Holiday season. It
seems like just yesterday we were answering exemption questions and dealing with the Legislative session!

We have really enjoyed working with each of you this year, and continue to appreciate our relationships
with you. | want each of you to know that | am grateful for the opportunity to serve you, and | want to
commend you for the high level of service that you provide to the taxpayers of Oklahoma.

Whether it’'s working with a taxpayer to explain a property valuation or an exemption, or mentoring
and training a new employee on your staff, the desire to help and serve runs strong among those of us in the
assessment profession.

I’'m fortunate to be surrounded by a truly outstanding group of coworkers here at the AdValorem Division,
and I'm sure you feel the same way about the folks you work with in your office.

While the year may be winding down, there are still a number of things going on. We have submitted the
2016 Performance Audit report to the State Board of Equalization Subcommittee, and have been briefing our
SBOE members in preparation for the meeting scheduled for Thursday, December |. The meeting will be held
in the Governor’s Conference Room at the Capitol.

At this meeting, the SBOE Subcommittee, Chaired by Auditor Gary Jones, will present the 2016 Performance
Audit results to the full State Board, along with any recommendations.

The Ad Valorem Division also will present the 2016 Equalization Study at this meeting, along with any
compliance recommendations related to that audit. Additionally, we have settlement numbers to certify on
two 2016 public service company protests. VWe will see the Association officers, and a few more of you, at
that meeting.

Field staff members will be making the rounds to State System counties with a CAMA update during the
month of December. They also will be working with some of you on valuation analysis and adjustments for
next year.

We expect to see many of you at the “4-C” meeting and Chili Cook-Off at CLGT in Stillwater on December
16. It’s always a good opportunity to get together and enjoy each other’s company (along with some good
chili) right before Christmas.

And believe it or not, the Ad Valorem Division is already working hard to prepare for the 2017 audit
cycle, the 2017 Public Service valuation season, and preliminary planning efforts for next year’s Educational
Conference in Tulsa. Every year we review the comments and topic suggestions you give us, and use them to
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Continued from page 1 “Director’s Letter”...

develop a good week for you next August. It’s just another indication that there’s never any rest for folks
in our line of work!

Kind Regards,
Joe Hapgood, CAE
Director, Ad Valorem Division

P.S.—"It is not happy people who are thankful. It is thankful people who are happy!”

Normally when | write an article for the Forum, | am speaking to the Assessor, and Mapper, of the
county. Today’s article is directed to the Assessor and Data Collectors in the county. When | worked at
the county level, not only did | handle the mapping, but | also ventured out into the field. A tool that | was
missing on these field trips was the ability to see where | was, in relation to the map. Sometimes out in
rural areas, there are no street signs. Unless you are a native of the area, your location could be a mystery.
Of course in this modern day and age, | could always look at my trusty phone to figure out my location,
which worked great if | had a Data Signal.

Fast forward 6 years into the future--I have found it. (Yes, the Tech is already out there, but who could
afford it?) | have been able to take a standard laptop, throw some open source software on it with the
appropriate SHP files, add an off-the-shelf handheld GPS with the NMEA protocol, and voila, you have a
full screen map. OK, so you're asking,“what’s in it for me? That is just more work.” Well, not only can you
see exactly where you are in relation to the Parcel Layer, you can see it on a larger screen. You can even
be out of your coverage area, and still have a fix on where you are.

This gives you the ability to collect data while out in the field. When you find a mobile home, mark it
with a Symbol showing its location (This will also give you a GPS location that can be over laid on Google
Earth), same with outbuildings, and such. This allows us to see changes over time. Every few years, we
get new Aerials on which we can overlay where the buildings are marked. We can now, at a glance, see
what changes have been made. We can also be sure which buildings are which-- not that big of a deal for
small parcels, but when you get to those larger farms, you could spend half the day trying to figure out
which building, is which. The same with those pesky mobile homes: this way makes it is easier to keep
track of mobile homes that are listed on personal property. | can’t tell you how many mobile homes | have
measured, only to find out later that they were in the system as personal property.

| know | have given you a lot to think about, and | hope that is something you find valuable. | know
this is what | would have wanted while out in the field, as it would have made my job easier. If you are
interested in learning more about this, call me, and we can see if you already have the equipment for it. As
always, | am looking for new and better ways to get the job done. | will continue to work at getting this
mapping set-up to work with less equipment. My dream platform would be to use a Kindle Fire which is
cheap and rock solid, and already has a GPS. If you need me | am always a phone call away, till next time.

Ad Valorem Forum Mailing List:

If you have coworkers who would enjoy receiving this monthly publication, please send their email
address to jbittner@tax.ok.gov.
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“Let’s Get Personal” Property

by Patty Heath

The 5-Year Exempt Manufacturing Inspections are done. By now, you should have received the “Mill
Levy Request” letter. We need that back by November 28,2016. Also, the first set of printouts to balance
to the assessed value, including the XM|ls, was mailed on November 21,2016. The due date on those is
December 5,2016. The second set of printouts will be mailed the first week of December, after all the mill
levies are entered into the system. Please send the mill levies as soon as possible.These are the printouts
that have to match tax bill. Remember, Rules 710:10-7-18 through 710:10-7-20, require a separate account
for each Exemption, and there may be a real and personal property bill for one printout. Call me at 405-
319-8200, if you have any questions. Due to rounding differences between the State and Assessor’s office,
corrections may be needed on the tax bill.

The Personal Property Schedule Draft is out on the website for comments. Here is the remainder of
the timeline process for the Personal Property Schedule:

December |, 2016: The Ad Valorem Division posts its proposed changes to the Business Personal
Property Schedule on the website. The entire schedule will not be reposted. Only those sections that
the division proposes to change, or those sections where comments were received but the Division is not
recommending a change, will be re-posted.

Second 10-Day Comment Period: Parties wishing to submit written comments on the changes may do
so within the 10-day period by December 16,2016. The division will post all comments received during
the second comment period.

January 6,2017: Upon approval of the Oklahoma Tax Commissioners, the Business Personal Property
Schedule for 2017 will be posted on the website and available for use. Hard copies will not be printed for
2017; the Schedule will only be available through the website.

Ad Valorem Is Moving....

As many of you have probably heard by now, the
Ad Valorem Division is moving to new digs before the
end of the year.

For in-person visits, our new physical address
will be 409 N.E. 28th Street, Oklahoma City. We will
be located on the third floor. This is a limited access
building, so any visitors will need to check in with the
security guard on the first floor; and be escorted up to Ad Valorem offices.

All mail should be sent to:

Ad Valorem Division

Oklahoma Tax Commission

PO. Box 269060

Oklahoma City, OK 73126-9060

Packages delivered by FedEx, UPS, or another service, should be addressed to:
Ad Valorem Division
Oklahoma Tax Commission
2501 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73194

Ad Valorem Division telephone numbers will remain the same.
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National Register Of Historic Places
Grady County

This month’s visit to sites on the National
Historic Register will focus on places in
Grady County. First stop is a tiny building
that was saved, moved to a new location,and
restored.

The Verden Separate School was added
to the register in 2005. When added, this
single-room, wood framed building featured
five windows on one side, and a large
sliding door on one end. It was originally
constructed on land owned by African-
American farmer Allen Tolles around 1910
on the outskirts of Verden. In 2004, the
school was moved seven miles to 315 East
Ada Sipuel Avenue in Chickasha. Students
who attended the Verden School were
moved to the separate school in Chickasha
during consolidation. After being abandoned
as a school house, the structure became a
storage building on the farmland where it was
originally built. According to the application
for inclusion on the register, being used as an
outbuilding is what saved it from demolition.
Had it been torn down, a significant part of
African-American history in Grady County
would have been lost. The site chosen for
relocation reflects the rural atmosphere of
the school’s previous location.

The Verden Separate School was
constructed for use by African-American
children when mandates required separate
schools by race. A separate school is defined
as the “minority” school. In some areas,
African-American children were the majority,
not the minority, but this was not the case
in Verden. Financing of separate schools in
Oklahoma was abolished in 1955, and the
state constitution was altered in 1966, ending
the separate school system entirely. Since
being moved, the school has been lovingly
restored.

Another building located in Chickasha
significant to the African-American community
is the New Hope Baptist Church, 1202 South

Verden Separate School interior

Continued on page 5...
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Shepherd Street,added to the register in 2003. The
single-story red brick building features a square
tower at the entrance. The church was organized
in 1910 by a group of African-Americans who had
recently moved to Chickasha fromTexas. The group
met in a small house on Shepherd Street, two blocks
north of the church’s location. In 1917, the church
purchased a lot at the intersection of Shepherd
Street and Missouri Avenue, and constructed a
frame building that served the congregation for
22 years. In 1939, the present brick building was
constructed at a cost of $5,000. Following World
War I, an education wing constructed of concrete
blocks, was added to the rest of the building. The
simply designed building is not the only African-
American church serving the community, but it
represents a time when churches were the spiritual,
social,and political centers of the African-American
community in Chickasha.

Another feature in Chickasha is the Rock Island
Depot,commonly referred to as the “Katy” Depot.
The depot had not been restored when added to
the historic register in 1985. It is constructed of
rough brick work covered in stucco and features a
red tile roof. Quarry tile covers the waiting room
floor. In Grady County’s hay day, four passenger
trains came through the station daily, with local
farmers shipping out 100 freight cars of goods per
month. The depot was also an important source
of transportation for students of the Oklahoma
College for Women (now the University of Science
and Arts of Oklahoma). The depot was restored
by the Chickasha Antique Auto Club, and donated
to the City of Chickasha by members. The club
operates an antique auto museum on the site,
which is free and open by appointment. The
depot also serves as host to annual Rock Island
Arts Festival.
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Exploration of Grady County places will
continue in December’s Forum.

Rock Island Depot, Chickasha

CLGT Vacancy

NOTICE: The OSU Center for Local Government Technology (CLGT) will be receiving
applications for a CLGT Specialist |l position soon. The position vacancy created by the resignation
of Doug Warr is being processed by the OSU Human Resources Department and will be posted on
the OSU HR website in the very near future.The application procedure is an on-line process with
the HR Department. If anyone is interested or has questions regarding the position and the application
process, you may contact me by email at: gary.snyder@okstate.edu or by phone: 580-370-0355.




