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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
     Ad Valorem

F O R U M

Continued on page 2...

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 
1997 and 2010”

Director’s Notes:
The year has really gone by fast, the County Assessors Association Convention is already over and 

Halloween has come and gone.  In years past the fall convention was always the week of Halloween which 
created an opportunity for those great Halloween consume parties at the old Biltmore hotel.  Fortunately 
for many people at that time, Facebook and YouTube were not so much in vogue then.  Somewhere I know 
many pictures exist which should stay buried deep within a secret place only known to a few. 

The elections are now over.  Congratulations to the incoming new assessors and those who were re-elected.  
Historically, the Ad Valorem Division and our partners at CCAP and CLGT will hold a two-day orientation 
for the new assessors.  The dates for the training will be January 22 and 23, 2015.  More information will be 
forthcoming in that regard.

This is the second year that the fall convention has been held at the Wyndham which has worked out 
very well.  I must admit I do miss the smell of chlorine in the Garden Terrace each morning at the Biltmore…
well, not really.  The hotel staff at the Wyndham has been very accommodating to the group, and based on 
performance the Wyndham could continue to be a location of choice for the fall convention for some time to 
come.   The association officers did a great job in the organization and presentation of this year’s conference, 
and we thank you.

The personal development programs this year at the conference were quite entertaining.  The different 
colored wristbands were a fun take on the various personality traits when working with others.  I envisioned 
that there would be a box on your desk with all four colors and depending on the situation, just put the 
appropriate wristband on.  This would be a great help to the office staff in that seeing the color of the assessor’s 
wristband, they would know exactly how to approach the assessor with the latest issue.  On the other hand, 
the taxpayer would have no idea what was going on, which would be an advantage to the assessor and staff.

The County Board of Equalization training and portrayals were very creative and informative. Some of the 
characters were so believable it was almost like a Saturday Night Live skit. I understand that the roles were 
taken from actual experiences of CBOE meetings which the actors have attended.  Some of the characters 
seemed very realistic.  Anybody else pick up on that?  Mandy, Doug and Johnny were way too comfortable in 
those roles . Can’t wait to see what Act Two will be.

This is the second year of the performance audit after the test audit in 2012.  Joe Hapgood, CAE, and his 
staff have worked hard with all the counties to complete both the performance audit and the equalization 
study.  This year was the first year of the new exit conferences in which several counties participated. This 
process has worked very well and will be a staple in the audit process in the years to come.  There have been 



Continued from page 1 “Director’s Letter”...

Oklahoma Ad Valorem

FORUM Page 2
Vo

lu
m

e 
X
X
II

I,
 I

ss
ue

 X
I 

  
  

  
N

ov
em

be
r 

20
14

over a dozen counties again this year that have improved their position to pass the audit this year.  One 
assessor described it as “Building a pyramid one stone at a time”.  Congratulations to all!

We will still conduct the equalization audit as required by statute and will report those findings to the 
State Board of Equalization on December 1st.  Remember the performance audit information is provided 
to the SBOE sub-committee which will review, make the report and any recommendations to the SBOE.  
At some point in the future the two audits will most likely merge into one audit.

We are still in the process of making reimbursements to counties for the five-year manufacturing 
exemption.  Doug Brydon has indicated the current year reimbursement will continue through February 
2015 and could carry over into March 2015.   Based on information from the 2014 five-year applications, 
it appears the reimbursement in 2015 will be close to the current level.  The 2015 claim, which will be 
paid in 2016, could see a notable increase based on current announced projects eligible for the exemption.

The 2015 assessor forms are posted on the assessor only website along with the income qualifications 
for the Senior Valuation Limitation and the Personal Property Exemption for certain owners of manufactured 
homes.  Please check to see that all your forms are the current revisions.

The Personal Property Schedule and trending factors will be posted January 2. Doug Brydon indicated 
at the fall conference that we are dropping the trending factors on wind towers because of the documented 
decrease in construction costs of these facilities over the last few years.  You will notice a slight decrease 
in the value of these assets beginning with the spring 2016 reimbursements.

In the next few weeks, we are putting out an update to the state CAMA system including cost tables.  
There will be forthcoming information available concerning content, installation times and procedures.  
Contact Rob Tigner for specific information regarding these updates.

Thanksgiving is almost here and is a time to give thanks for all the blessings we all enjoy in this great 
country of ours.  This is the beginning of the holidays and a time to spend with family and enjoy the season.  
Please take time to thank the people that you work with day-to-day with a word of appreciation for what 
they do for the county, as well as what we do for each other.  Here at the Ad Valorem Division we thank 
you for the effort and hard work you put into each day and all that you have accomplished.  Have a good 
and safe Thanksgiving.

Sincerely,

Kenny Chuculate 

P.S. Congratulations to Gary Snyder for being selected the 2014 recipient of the George Keyes award 
for his hard work and dedication to IAAO and the Oklahoma Chapter. Thanks Gary for all that you do.

New Assessors’ Orientation
The Oklahoma Tax Commission will be conducting an orientation program for new county assessors, 

whether newly elected or have recently taken office.

 Although all county assessors are welcome to attend, the topics to be discussed will be of most interest 
to those who have limited knowledge of the functions of the assessor’s office.  Although space is limited, 
you may bring a staff member, if it would be beneficial to you..

Attendance is required for new assessors unless excused prior to the event in keeping with 19 O.S. 
§166.  This statute provides that a written request for an excused absence be submitted and approved 
prior to the meeting.  

The dates have been set for January 22 & 23, 2015 and will take place at a facility in Oklahoma City.   

More details will be forthcoming by mail.  
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What are you using your mapping for? Every county was given money for mapping hardware and 
software 20+ years ago.  For the last 20+ years, every dollar collected in the assessor’s office is designated 
for the purchase of hardware, software, and services related to mapping (O.S., Title 68, § 2829.1). 

What are you doing with it today?  Is your parcel layer complete and up to date?  Are you creating 
computerized maps of areas of interest for taxpayers on demand?  Are you making sales maps for your 
revaluation staff and their in-house sales analysis and neighborhood delineation, or are you just printing a 
sales list and trying to help them figure out where the properties are? 

Are you using your mapping to visually confirm your school district, fire district, and city codes in 
AA/CAMA match the actual boundaries, or are you trusting all your data entries in your databases are 
correct?  Are you using your computerized mapping for ag land valuation, or are you still counting dots 
off of a forty-year-old soil book with fifty-year-old photos? 

Are you using the soil layers the Tax Commission has given to you, either the ten-acre grid that OSU 
created for you or the more recent digitized soil layer from the Natural Resources Conversation Service?  
Are you using your software to download the ag land breakout values into CAMA?

If you have any questions or want a visit, please let me know.  We are here to help you.

Remember:  One who makes no mistakes never makes anything.

“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

 With Troy Frazier With Troy Frazier

“Let’s Get Personal” Property
by Doug Brydon

The five-year exempt manufacturing inspections are completed. 

 • By now, you should have received the “Mill Levy Request” letter.   We need that returned by 
November 24, 2014, but please send the mill levies as soon as possible.

 • The first set of printouts for balancing the assessed values including the XM1s were mailed on 
November 7, 2014.  The due date on those is December 2, 2014.  

 • The second printouts will be mailed the first week of December after all the mill levies are entered 
into the system.  These are the printouts that have to match tax bill.  

Remember, according to Rules 710:10-7-18 through 710:10-7-20, a separate account for each exemption 
is required, and there could be a real and personal bill for one printout.  Due to rounding differences 
between the State and the assessor’s office, corrections may be needed on the tax bill.  Call Patty at 405-
319-8200, if you have any questions.  

The Personal Property Schedule Draft is now on the web for comments.  Here is the remainder of 
the timeline process for the Personal Property Schedule:  
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December 1, 2014:  The Ad Valorem Division posts its proposed changes to the Business Personal 
Property Schedule on the website.  The entire schedule will not be reposted.  The reposted sections will be 
those the division proposes to change or those sections where comments were received but the Division 
is not recommending a change.

Second Ten-Day Comment Period:  Parties wishing to submit written comments on the changes 
may do so within the ten-day period by December 12, 2014.  The division will post all comments 
received during the second comment period.

January 2, 2015:  Upon approval of the Oklahoma Tax Commissioners, the Business Personal 
Property Schedule for 2015 will be posted on the website and available for use.   Hard copies will not be 
printed for 2015; the schedule will only be available through the website.

When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile.”  Unknown

Ad Valorem Forum Mailing List:
If you have coworkers who would enjoy receiving this monthly publication, please send their email 
address to cheath@tax.ok.gov.

Counties that have Repealed
Household Personal Property
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Eighth Statehood Governor
March 20, 1929 - January 12, 1931

William J. Holloway

William Judson Holloway (December 15, 1888 – January 27, 
1970) was born in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, the son of a Baptist 
minister eager that his son secure a good education.  After 
graduation in 1910 from Quachita College in Arkadelphia, Holloway 
attended the University of Chicago and then moved to Oklahoma.  
He lived in Hugo and became principal of the high school while he 
studied law. He entered the Cumberland University Law School in 
1914 and began practicing law in Hugo.  By 1916 he was elected 
Choctaw County prosecuting attorney.  

Holloway married Hugo school teacher Amy Arnold in 1917.   
He volunteered for officers’ training school in World War I, but 
the war ended before he could serve.  In 1920, he was elected 
to the Oklahoma Senate to represent Choctaw, McCurtain, and 
Pushmataha counties.   In his second term, his fellow state senators 
elected him as president pro tempore of the Oklahoma Senate.

Holloway had only served two years of his second term when 
he ran on the Democratic ticket for election of the Lieutenant 
Governor of Oklahoma in 1926.  At the time, the office was 
vacant following the succession of former Lieutenant Governor Martin E. Trapp to the governorship after 
Governor John C. Walton’s removal from office.  His six years of experience as a state senator, and his 
reputation as a friend to teachers and education reform, earned Holloway the election and he became the 
third Lieutenant Governor of Oklahoma.

Holloway became the state’s acting governor on January 21, 1929, when the Legislature brought 
impeachment charges against Governor Henry Johnston. Holloway was elevated from acting governor 
to the office of eighth Governor of Oklahoma on March 20.  Like Governor Martin E. Trapp before him, 
Holloway would become the second lieutenant governor in the state’s history to become the governor 
following an impeachment.

With an administration beginning in the middle of great government distrust, Holloway worked to 
quiet political unrest, restore confidence in the state government, and to improve Oklahoma’s national 
image which was tarnished during the Johnston impeachment trial.  

Holloway pushed legislation to improve the state highway commission and eliminate toll bridges 
and toll roads. In the early years of the Great Depression he led state government through deep budget 
cuts caused by declining revenues. Holloway presided over a transition period between the booming and 
boisterous twenties and the depression-dominated thirties.

In the progressive footsteps of his early predecessors, Holloway passed laws redefining child labor limits 
and instituted a new mining code which improved health and safety regulations. An issue that Holloway 
dealt with head on was the western boundary of Oklahoma.  Advocating personal moderation of alcohol 
consumption, he instituted a statewide Temperance Day in public schools on the Friday nearest January 
16.  Even the Ku Klux Klan faded as a political and social power.

Due to the increased number of automobiles on Oklahoma’s highways, public safety issues were being 
raised.  In response, Holloway mandated a statewide speed limit of 45 miles-per-hour.  Holloway also 
reduced the Oklahoma Highway Commission, created by governor Trapp, from five members to three.

In his push to eliminate toll bridges and toll roads, Holloway called a special session of the 12th 
Oklahoma Legislature on May 16, 1929 which adjourned on July 5 having made the resolution to acquire 
two toll bridges along the border. 

Holloway’s most important reform came in his administration’s changing of Oklahoma’s election laws. 
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Dec. 17 - 18: Unit VII, Ag Land Valuation
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The governor instituted the runoff primary for the first time. This required a candidate to hold a clear 
majority in a party in order to run on the party’s ticket.

On October 29, 1929, Holloway’s administration, as well as the rest of the world, would face a new 
problem. When Wall Street crashed, Oklahoma, and the United States, was thrown into the Great Depression.  
Until this point, Holloway had vowed to keep the state’s expenditures under $30,000,000 in his two years 
of Governorship.  With Oklahoma already $2,000,000 in debt, the Depression only made matters worse.  
Holloway was forced to spend more money than the state’s revenues allowed in order to prevent a total 
collapse of the state government and private businesses.  This would continue until the end of his term.

In 1930, the colorful and popular Democrat William H. Murray was elected to replace Holloway.  
After leaving office, Holloway never sought political office again.  He moved to Oklahoma City where 

he had a successful law practice.  He served under three governors as Oklahoma’s representative on the 
Interstate Oil Compact Commission.

He died on January 28, 1970 at the age of 81 and is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in Oklahoma City.  
His son, William Judson Holloway Jr., was a United States federal judge on the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.

 It is apparent to all that a complete and thorough analysis of the tax laws of the State of Oklahoma should 
be made in order to equalize assessments and to include certain types of property now escaping taxation. The 
method and manner of assessing taxes needs to be revised. A Commission, consisting of able experts only, should 
be created and provided with ample powers, whose sole purpose should be to make an exhaustive investigation 
of this matter and to prepare a report including definite recommendations, which shall be submitted to the next 
session of the Legislature. Adequate appropriation should be made for the maintenance of this Commission, so that 
its work may be comprehensive and effective. It is not the purpose of this recommendation to add to the burden 
of any class, but to enable the next Legislature to set up general standards so that all may bear a just share in the 
costs of government.

 “Now, you may say this: ‘We have had tax commissions before and they didn’t do any good.’

 “It all depends on whether you are trying to appoint a commission just to give some man a job, or whether 
you are really going to exercise your good judgment and pick men who will know how to do the work.

 “If you provide such a commission I will guarantee you to pick the ablest men, either in Oklahoma or the United 
States, that we can find, if you provide money enough to do it.

 “Now, there is a lot of property in Oklahoma escaping taxation – millions of dollars worth of property. Now, 
will it be the purpose of the Legislature just to provide more funds and bring in more money to provide more jobs 
for more folks? That is not the thing. We ought not to enlarge the offices of government any more than is absolutely 
necessary and consistent with 13 honest business and good, sound efficiency; but we can find these fellows who are 
escaping taxation, bring them into court, put them on the tax rolls and that will help decrease the farmers’ taxes 
and the taxes of the average citizen of the state whose taxes are now a burden.”

Governor Holloway continues the proposoal of creating a 
State Tax Commission during his 1st State of the State Address


