The mission of the Ad Valorem Division of the OklahomaTax Commission is
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner:
1997 and 2010”

Oklahoma
Ad Valorem

irector’s Notes:

100th Anniversary. That is quite an accomplishment,and | thought that was by far one of the best meetings
of the County Assessors’ Association Convention | have ever attended.

Everything about the convention was really good, including seeing all the retired assessors, the meetings,
the IAAO Chapter luncheon, Mike Morrison winning the Keyes Award, and the Assessor’s banquet with a
wonderful appearance by Bart Conner.

Monica and the officers really did a super job in putting together a memorable meeting,and it was terrific
to hear from many of the retired assessors and past presidents. | particularly enjoyed hearing some stories
from Glendel Rushing and Eugene Cheatwood on some adventures of the association several years ago.

We are looking forward to working with the new officers. Scott Kirby, Gail Hedgcoth, David Tinsley, and
Mandy Snyder will do a great job, but they’ll have to come up with a major attraction for the next convention
to beat this one. Perhaps Scott could get Nadia to come to the next convention.

We also want to thank the county assessors for their help this year in working so well with our staff in
completing the annual Equalization Study and the various legislative reports we are required to complete
during the fall. Thanks.

We have had some really good progress in several counties in completing some major improvements to
their data base and fully implementing CAMA. It is an important milestone, and we appreciate everyone’s
work effort in this area.

| have really appreciated all the information that we received on our county assessor genealogy project
from Craig, Bryan, Greer, Johnston, Haskell, Cleveland, and Blaine Counties so far, with promises from another
dozen or so. Bryan and Johnston Counties provided many interesting details on the history of their county
offices. Thanks for the help.

We will see everyone at the State Board of Equalization meeting.

Be sure and thank all the people that you work with some time during the Thanksgiving season. It’s a great
tradition. Thanks to the county assessors and their staffs for all their hard work this year. | know that many
assessors and staffs don’t always get a “thank-you”, but remember that some people who don’t express their
appreciation do realize how important the job is. Thanks for your service and have a good Thanksgiving.
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Sincerely,
Jeff Spelman, CAE

Continued on page 2...
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Continued from page 1 “Director’s Letter”...

PS. ‘Justice will not come to Athens until those who are not injured are as indjgnant as those who are
injured. Or; ifyouke only worried about your ox getting gored, not your nejghbors, nothing will get becter:”
Quote borrowed from Thucydides and re-transiated from the orjginal Greek by Stanfey 7. Cimarron, Ad
Valorem Fhilosopher:

PS.S. Congratulations to Mike Morrison for being selected as this year’s winner of the George Keyes
Award for all his hard work with the IAAO Chapter. Great job.
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Oklahoma’s 78th County

What was the name of 78th county of Oklahoma? It

was Swanson County, Oklahoma. The first county seat was i duwr 2t
Mountain Park (Snyder was declared the official county seaton 3 g7 &=
September 4, 1910).The county was created from portions of W %
Comanche and Kiowa Counties (as well as Hunter Township = xead | %2 di
which had previously voted for and would later become part Q’*M"

of Tillman County). The new county existed for 10 months i {15 9
and 2 weeks. A A\ i’
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Swanson County was formed through petition, special
election, and gubernatorial proclamation. It was dissolved by e

12 e

Oklahoma Supreme Court decision on June 27, 191 1. fe %
After a failed attempt to form Park County in 1909, a AR
petition was soon created to try again. In this attempt, the :'::'
name the county was chosen after a close, personal friend of sz
Governor Charles N. Haskell. The county was to be named 5, "
after Claud Swanson, the Governor of Virginia. The vote ;;_mmi""'
£

on the attempt at the new county was held on May 2, 1910.
After the passage of the vote, Governor Haskell issued a
proclamation on August |3, 1910, Executive Records, Oklahoma No. |, 441, announcing the formation of
the new county.

The Supreme Court decision in the case of ARMSTRONG v. STATE ex rel. FAIN Co.Atty., 1911 OK
225,116 P.770,29 Okla. 161, Case Number: 2418, basically ruled that the special election held in 1910 did
not pass the issue of creating the new county by the required 60% vote in both portions of the existing
Comanche and Kiowa Counties that were to make up the new county.The Court acknowledged that the
overall vote had met the threshold, but the vote in that the portion of Comanche County did not (only 80
voted for the new county with 323 voting against). This decision rendered the actions of the Governor’s
proclamation and the State Legislature’s recognition of the new county as having “erred in construing the
[State] Constitution®.

Research is based on the

¢ Chronicles of Oklahoma,Volume 9,No.4,December, 1931 http://digital.library.okstate.edu/Chronicles/
v009/v009p412.html) and

¢ Tthe Oklahoma State Courts Network http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.
asp’id=8205).
* The map came from Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Swanson Co OK_map.png).

Remember: In this day of unincorporating towns and dissolving school districts, even counties can die!
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MWW The mission of IAAOQ is to promote innovation and excellence in property appraisal,
property tax policy and administration through professional development,

education, research, and technical assistance. .

TAAO Oklahoma Chapter Meeting

2011 George Keyes Award Winner Announced

The Oklahoma Chapter of the International Association of Assessing Officers held a meeting at the
Biltmore Hotel in conjunction with the 100th anniversary conference of the County Assessors Association
of Oklahoma. Chapter President Keith Hulsizer conducted the meeting.

Guest speaker Jewette Farley from Rustin, Louisiana, who is an IAAO past president and board member,
and serves as a national instructor. Mr. Farley also served a lengthy tenure as a parish assessor before
retiring.

Special guests for the meeting were family members of former Oklahoma County Assessor, George
Keyes. A strong advocate of IAAO, Mr. Keyes was instrumental in the formation of the Oklahoma Chapter
and served as its first president. He was esteemed as an innovative leader who brought a high degree of
professionalism to the Oklahoma County Assessors’ office. A man of integrity, he considered the impact
on the property owners before implementing new programs. The first Oklahoma County CAMA system
was installed under his direction,and he brought the first IAAO educational courses to Oklahoma. Elected
to 4 successive four-year terms, he served |3 years before his death in 1992.

In 2010, the chapter put in place the “George Keyes Award” to be awarded annually to a chapter
member for meritoriuos service to the local chapter and IAAO. This year’s recipient is Mike Morrision
of Oklahoma County.

Mr. Keyes’ grandson, Jacob Keyes, spoke to the Chapter sharing the family’s appreciation of the annual
award which bears his grandfather’s name. He commented his grandfather would be pleased to know the
Chapter had honored his contribution to the Chapter in this manner. He spoke of his grandfather being a
patriotic man who served 6 years in the U.S. Navy during World War Il and the Korean War.

The Chapter voted to keep the same slate of officers for 2012 which had served the Chapter in 201 1.
Photos taken at the IAAQO Chapter Meeting
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Chapter President Keith Hulsizer reviews the purpose Jacob Keyes, grandson of George Keyes,
for which the George Keyes Award was created and the expressed appreciation to the Chapter for
qualifications necessary to be nominated. creating an award in honor of his grandfather.

Continued on page 4...
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Mike Morrison received the 2011
George Keyes Award from previous
winner, Jeff Spelman.

Jeff Spelman and Mike Morrison
stand among the Keyes family who
were guests at the Chapter meeting.

Family members of George
Keyes, former Oklahoma County
Assessor, who died in 1992.
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Guest speaker, Jewette Farley from Rustin,
Louisiana, addresses the Chapter.
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Ad Valorem Webpage Updates

The main Ad Valorem webpage has been updated with the following information:

* 2012 Property Valuation Limitations- Qualifying Income Amounts by County
* 2012 Business Personal Property Valuation Guide (Sq. Ft. Manual) (Assessor only site)
» Taxpayer Rights, Remedies & Responsibilities

Revised Forms:

* 901 “Business Personal Property Rendition”

* 901 -F “Freeport Exemption Declaration”

* 901-P “Business Personal Property Rendition - Petroleum Related”

* 905 “Storm Shelter Exemption Application”

* 92| “Application for Homestead Exemption”

* 922 “Notice of Rejection Homestead Exemption” (Assessor only site)

* 924 “Agricultural Personal Property Rendition”

* 930 “Application for Veterans Exemption - Household Personal Property”

* 935 “Household Personal Property Rendition”

* 935MH “Manufactured Home Personal Property Rendition”

* 952 “Application for Manufactured Home Personal Property Exemption”

* 974 “Informal Protest to County Assessor”

* 975 “County Assessor Notice of Informal Decision” (Assessor only site)

* 976 “County Board of Equalization Formal Appeal”

* 977 “County Board of Equalization Notice of Formal Appeal Decision” (Assessor only site)
* 987 “Application for Ad Valorem Exemption - Religious”

* 988 “Application for Ad Valorem Exemption - Charitable”

* 990 “Payment of Taxes Under Protest Due to Pending Appeal”

* 994 “Application for Property Valuation Limitation and Additional Homestead Exemption”
* 999 “Application for Agricultural Land Conservation Adjustment”

October “4C” Meeting Held in Conjunction
with Assessors’ Convention

Gerald Sherrill, 4C Chair, conducted the 4C meeting at the Biltmore Hotel in Oklahoma City on
October 26, 201 |.The meeting was held in conjunction with the 100th Anniversary Conference of the
County Asssessors’ Association of Oklahoma.

In the next two weeks installation of CAMA software will be completed on the last two counties,
Pontotoc and Pottawatomie. Updates will be given to the OTC field staff to install on those who have
initial licensing. Counties that receive these updates can call Rob Tigner in the AdValorem Division if they
have any problems.

Okfuskee County had mapping issues. An electrician ran bad cable which was not terminated correctly.
Although the vendor said there was no way to test these cables, it was inappropriate to leave the county
in that condition.

All the assessors are on version 3 of the AA software.Twenty counties are on 3.1.2 which is the newest
version. When all counties are on the same version, minor changes can be accomplished more easily.

There is a “print this” button on the first screen of the AA software which can submarine down and
behind the Window. It is not locked up although it appears to be. To deal with this, the user should reduce
the size of the AA screen allowing the user to grab the left side; then “print screen” appears on the left of
the desktop.The user can see and grab it. Information is being sent to the utility from which that feature
was obtained to determine other possible solutions. It’s the only issue reported thus far on the new AA

version. )
Continued on page 6...
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Continued from page 5 “October ‘4c’ Meeting”...

A previous concern regarding “double click on the browser” has been fixed. Marshall County had
difficulty regarding a misalignment issue because the vendor had the setting at 1/4” high.

The picture catalog now has multiple pictures on the pages. The first screen features the alpha or
number, and it will show up on page one. Page two has 6 photos, page three has 6 photos, so |13 is the
maximum. But, if anyone needs more photos, a page four can be added.

In regard to the recent OTC survey, how is it determined which personal property through the AA
system is commercial property!? “B” is for business, so if a county says “B” is commercial, that’s fine. “I”
(household personal property) can be residential or ag. There needs to be some defining rules on that.
Ag is the issue with commercial ag and personal property. “I” has too many uses.

ul))

To add another code in is a big deal. It has asked for previously. A suggested solution is to use “I” for
mobile home or household, then look in “I” to see if it’s farm machinery, etc., or if there’s a tractor or a
cow.That separates ag from non-ag. Only 6 counties still have household personal property.

Initially OTC was looking for the number of personal property accounts. The legislature wants it
broken down into the number of accounts, not the value.Work will be done on this request next week to
get these numbers. Although the progress report is due November 4, if the information can be returned
by December I, it can still be utilized.

Clarification was requested regarding the question “when did you start using CAMA?” Does that
mean “when did you get it” or “when did you roll 100%” or what? The question intends to identify full
utilization. An assessor can free-form the answer to better define the actual situation. New assessors
may not know the answer.The question will be clarified before it is asked again.

Some counties still are buying 64 bit computers instead of 32. The 64 bit causes additional problems
which are time consuming to resolve. When ordering, specify 32 bit and be sure vendor knows. Uctilities
like 1Q, Report Writer; and photo programs have problems with 64 bit. There is a recovery disk available
that will fix the 64 to be like 32 but some vendors charge for it. Avoid the issue by ordering 32 bit.

The Love County file was successfully rebuilt.They are printing documents and rescanning to eliminate
huge sized scans. No need to scan every page of some documents as it creates issues. Scan what the
taxpayer signs only. It takes too long to send a huge file. The scanner has to be set up correctly. If moved,
it has to be set-up again. The computer tells how big the scan is, and users should take note before too
large a document is sent to the printer.

The CCARP staff will conduct a webinar on November 2 beginning at 10:30 a.m. The topic will be
how to do the “Info Bus” for the ag exemption program.

Coal County had an issue where a PDF would try to open in Word. The fix was to go into Adobe and
set up as reader. It had previously been set up as“always use Word”.Windows Essentials was still on the
computer, and that it should always be removed from a computer. Windows Essentials will not let some
programs load.

When installing, set as “customized” instead of “recommended”. The setting “recommended” will
change too many things.

A sales analysis issue occurred in Greer County; they can do one extraction but not a second one. It
may be the version the county is using which can be corrected.

There will be a training session on “field tablets” on December 7 — 9 in Fairview. Some training will
be in the field. The tablets will still need to be able to hook to the server for download. The training is
for Fujitsu Table 550 with built in camera, including Windows 7. They can select any picture maintenance
they want. It assigns numbers to the pictures and cuts down on maintenance.

Since counties are getting consultants involved, it is time 4C consider these vendors attend 4C meetings,
so they will all be doing the same thing. Getting them involved now will keep everyone going in the right
direction.

Donna Giddens commended Jeff Spelman and staff saying the assessors appreciate the great job on the
regional training. Suggesting next time that students bring laptops for hands-on instruction, Mr. Spelman
responded the OTC is working on hands-on training.

Continued on page 7...
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Continued from page 6 “October ‘4C’ Meeting”...

Previously it was suggested that a check box be provided to pull up a picture.That might be confusing
if there is a card without a picture. Some counties would like to print pictures without the value on them
to provide taxpayers. A quick solution would be put the fax number on a Post-it note, place the note over
the value, then copy and fax it. A survey may be sent to assessors to see how many want this. If enough
want it, then Bill WWadsworth will be asked to do it.

Since the November meeting date is so close to the October meeting, the chair suggested cancelling
for November.The next meeting date is set for December | at 1:00 p.m. in the Ad Valorem Division. This
is the same day the State Board of Equalization convenes.

Focus on Alfalfa Count

Following the Cherokee Outlet
opening in September 1893, Alfalfa
County was formed fromVVoods County
in 1907. Originally named M County, it
was later named for William H.“Alfalfa
Bill” Murray , the president of the
Oklahoma Constitutional Convention
and ninth governor of Oklahoma. The
county’s name also reflects the crops of
alfalfa hay produced there.

The land has rolling hills, meandering
rivers, and grassy prairie plains, also
called the Red Bed Plains. Ranching was
the principal activity from 1870 to 1890
where large cattle operations leased
land for grazing. Cattle trails and roads
crisscrossed the region from the mid-
nineteenth century. One of the most
significant was the Cantonment Trail,
which extended southeastward from
Kansas, through Alfalfa County into
Blaine County.

The town of Cherokee,
approximately in the center of the
county, became the permanent seat of
government through an election held
in January 1909. Carmen, Ingersoll,
and Jet also received votes. County
officials met in rented rooms and
in a schoolhouse until 1924, when a
bond issue paid for a courthouse.The
1907 population stood at 16,070 but
quickly grew to 18,138 by 1910, the
peak year.

www.barnfield net/oklahoma

The Alfalfa County Courthouse located in Cherokee, OK

..........
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Cherokee, OK on Statehood Day in 1907.

Alfalfa County owes its early development to railroads. Seizing the opportunity to market the huge
crops of wheat produced in northern Oklahoma, three companies constructed a network of rail lines across
Alfalfa County. Inland towns which had no rail service did not prosper long. By 2000 only the Burlington

Northern Santa Fe line served the county.

Continued on page 8...
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Continued from page 7 “Focus on Alfalfa County”...

Wheat farming, livestock raising,

and state government installations
anchored Alfalfa County’s economy
during the twentieth century.
Farms, like people, became fewer
in number. Like most of the
agricultural counties of western
Oklahoma,Alfalfa County’s story is
one of farm consolidation. Through
the twentieth and into the twenty-
first century, wheat remained
the largest crop. In 1961, there
were 6 million bushels produced,
third in the state. In 2001, there
were 9.95 million bushels, more
than any other county. After
1950, diversified farming became
important, and livestock raising increased. By the
1960s, the county was the state’s second-largest
producer of finished cattle.

In its early years agriculture made possible
dozens of towns and dispersed rural communities,
most no longer exist. Some communities remained
viable because they hosted government facilities
and participated in oil industry activity. Petroleum
exploration and production began in Alfalfa County
around the time of statehood but only became
important during and after the 1930s.

Public school consolidation has been a defining
feature of the county’s educational history. Small
rural districts combined in order to improve facilities
and curriculum. Young people in other parts of the
county attend the schools of districts that extend
into Alfalfa from other adjoining counties.

Notable Alfalfa County natives included Gen.
William Carl Garrison, who retired in 1968 as
U.S. Army Inspector General, and novelist Harold
Keith, long-time University of Oklahoma sports
information director. National Register of Historic
Places listings include the Ingersoll Tile Elevator, and
the Cleo Springs Sod House, in addition to others.

Located in Alfalfa County, the Great Salt Plains
National Wildlife Refuge is part of the United States
system of National Wildlife Refuges. Great Salt Plains
Lake was formed by a dam on the Salt Fork of the
Arkansas River.
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Cattle Round Up Post Card, Cherokee, Oklahoma, 1907

The Ingersoll Tile Elevator, located in Ingersoll,
Oklahoma, was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1983. The elevator is constructed
of hollow red clay tiles. Built around 1920, it was
added to the Register because of its significance

in the transition from wooden grain elevators to
concrete.

The Great Salt Plains is both a federal wildlife refuge and a state park.The refuge was established March
26, 1930 by executive order of President Herbert Hoover and contains 32,080 acres of protected land
as habitat to approximately 312 species of birds and 30 species of mammals. It provides hunting, fishing,

Continued on page 9...
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Continued from page 8 “Focus on Alfalfa County”...

hiking, and crystal digging. Salt Plains
Lake is noted for large Channel and
other catfish. Other game fish include
striped bass, largemouth bass, crappie,
White bass, panfish, and walleye.

In 2007, a Boy Scout digging for
crystals uncovered a collection of 7.5-
inch vials containing chemicals such
as mustard gas, lewisite, chloropicrin
and phosgene.The vials were part of
World War Il military Chemical Agent
Identification Sets. The burial of vials
was standard procedure for removing
them from service at that time.There
was no record of a disposal site at
the salt plains. Crystal digging was
suspended from April 2007 until April
2009, while the risk of allowing digging
again was evaluated. |71 vials and at
least a dozen incendiary devices were
removed from the location. The salt
plains were also used as a bombing
and strafing range during World War
Il. There are still remnants of this use
left on the plains.

Alfalfa County Demographics | ¥

Population: 6,105
Area: 577 square miles

2010 Real Property Net Assessed Valuation: $32,232,916
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- The Sod House Museum located in
Aline, OK. Thousands of “soddies”
once dotted the prairies of Oklahoma,
but only this sod house built in 1894
by Marshal McCully remains. McCully
took part in the largest of Oklahoma’s
land runs when the Cherokee Outlet

e~ opened for settlement at noon on

September 16, 1893. McCully first lived

M in a one-room dugout, hollowed out of

- aravine bank. He built the two-room

sod house in August 1894 using blocks
of the thick buffalo grass blanketing

" Oklahoma’s prairies.
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