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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

It’s district meeting time. One of my favorite experiences of the year. I enjoy traveling around the state 
and seeing county assessors and our field analysts on their home turf.  With travel budgets tight, we don’t 
get out and see everyone like previous years.  Hopefully in the future, we’ll be able to strike some balance in 
keeping costs as low as possible, and still stay in touch with everyone. 

The Southeast District was a good meeting with a lot of information, and it doesn’t hurt that we had 
lunch at Pete’s Place.  If you’re not familiar with this Oklahoma landmark, it is something that you should 
experience.  I first went there when I was just out of school working at my first job, and the food is always 
great. The story of how Pete Pritchard (who was re-named by the immigration officers when he arrived in 
America) developed a home-grown Italian food empire in the midst of the Great Depression (not the Great 
Recession) is a great Oklahoma story. He was injured in the tough mining fields of Pittsburgh County and had 
to start a restaurant to make a living. 

Friday, we had a great meeting in Grady County despite some rain and thunder (nature, not Kevin Durant 
and the Thunder). Barri Firestone and her staff did a super job on her first district meeting held in Grady 
County since she was elected county assessor. We had some great food and entertainment from Camille Harp, 
who is going to be the opening act for Tanya Tucker shortly. 

Our staff attended the Oklahoma Association of Tax Representatives (OATR) in Oklahoma City on May 
11. OATR used to be made up of large public service companies that filed centrally, but in recent years, the 
group has focused more on local assessment. Mike Isbell and I had a good meeting with the group. 

We’ll send out a bulletin reminder on the abstract submission dates. Abstracts are due by statute on June 
15 and as you know, the law is strict on the deadline which every county met last year. The State Board of 
Equalization (SBOE) will schedule its regular meeting shortly, but don’t let the submission date slide by. Check 
the SBOE meeting date for any change as we get closer. 

Ronnie Funck, County Assessors Association President, and his officers will meet with the Ad Valorem 
Division at the Logan County meeting, and we’ll have some more planning sessions for the annual conference.  
If you have any thoughts about the annual conference, please let us know. We need input from everyone 
involved in making the annual conference a good event. 

Ad Valorem Division Road Trip 2010

Oklahoma
	 				Ad	Valorem

F O R U M
Director’s	Notes:

Continued	on	page	2...



V
o
lu

m
e 

X
IX

, 
Is

su
e 

V
  

  
  

 M
ay

 2
0
1
0

Continued	from	page	1	“Director’s	Letter”...
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Continued	on	page	3...

Kathi Mask & Jeff Spelman at the SE district meeting 
function.

OTC staff members, Cheryl Graham and Fred Argo, 
attend the SE meeting.

Doug Warr gives Jim Kelley his name tag from a 
course as an “award” for his hard work.

Nancy Hill and the SE group at Pete’s Place.

Southeast District Meeting

We enjoyed seeing everyone at the district meetings. We appreciate all you do for your taxpayers 
and all the hard work of county assessors and deputies everywhere.  It’s a tough job, but ad valorem is 
an extremely important part of local government in Oklahoma. We’re all working to pass the system on 
better than it was given to us. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Spelman, CAE
Director, Ad Valorem Division 

“Courage and perseverance are magical. They make difficulties and obstacles vanish into thin air.”  
Anwar Caddo, Ad Valorem Philosopher. Quote stolen from John Quincy Adams. 

Receive the “Forum” by Email:
To receive the “Ad Valorem Forum” by email, please forward your email address to Cyndi Heath at 
cheath@tax.ok.gov.
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The County Computer Coordination Committee (4C), chaired by Debbie Collins, met on June 8 in 
the Ad Valorem Division office.

A licensing agreement has been made with MicroFocus Cobal.  Some programming changes are in the 
works.  New Draw has been changes to allow for easy movement from one style to another, such as a 
one-story to a two-story building. Tests will be run in Major and Dewey Counties at the end of the month 
to check for any program problems.

The OTC legal division has advised that each county must sign an affidavit stating that it will not alter 
the configuration of the software.  A document is being prepared for this purpose.  

Some refinement to the program has already occurred and is in the testing stages.  This includes a 
fix for the “click twice” issue, the addition of yellow screens, comparable sales quirks were rectified. The 
property record card batch file, table audit and utility screen were addressed.  The sales file purge and the 
draw feature for moving from one style to another are being addressed.  

“4C” Meeting Held in May

Southwest District Meeting

Camille Harp and her father perform for SW district 
meeting

Large butterfly captured by Rob Tigner and Grady 
County Deputy at the SW district meeting. (It looks 
like a door prize, but it is a wild Grady County 
butterfly.)

Association President Ronnie Funck addresses the 
SW group.

Continued	from	page	2	“Director’s	Letter”...

Continued	on	page	4...

Gail Hedgcot participated in the SW District 
Meeting.
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Pittsburg County is involved in a large scanning program which is working successfully.  This involves 
7,000 scans a day for a total of 45,000 records which equal is about 160,000 pages of information going 
back to the 1970s.

Scanning does not replace the deeds screen but takes it a step farther.  County clerks by statute must 
provide deed transaction information to the assessors in some format.  Kelpro has agreed to make a 
computer in the assessor’s office available to the clerk records for easy access to the deed information.

The excise board report will be different in that the TIF districts are separate from other totals.  The 
TIF districts will be a topic at the educational conference this year.  A new format for the excise board 
report will be presented.  There is a request for an Attorney General Opinion on TIFs coming from Bryan 
County.

On some monitors the bottom of the property record card does not show up. Changing the PPI gets 
the full drawing, but it distorts the fonts.  A request will be made for Bill Wadsworth to look into this.  It 
was suggested that changing the resolution instead of the font may help.

In response to his demonstration last moth, Troy Frazier provided information relating to the free 
MapServer program demonstrated during the April 4C meeting.   Tools are now available which would be 
appropriate for measuring approximate areas of new land splits. The tools will assist in determining which 
structures go with the new split parcel or remain with the original parcel.  Counties have been using MIMS 
and ArcView for years to automatically measure ag land, land use, and soil type acreages.  Acreages can 
be loaded straight into CAMA negating the need for manual estimations and data entry.  The automated 
approach is being used in Pittsburg County and Murray County with much success; both counties use the 
MIMS system.  About a dozen counties have the viewer now, and it is easy to update.

CCAP encouraged counties to back up their systems nightly by sending information to Stillwater every 
night.  This takes care of the state auditor’s requirement to have offsite backup.  

The next 4C meeting date will be June 8 at 10:00 a.m. in the Ad Valorem Division office.

 With Troy Frazier

“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

 With Troy Frazier
As part of our continuing efforts of coordination with CCAP, we are modifying the MapServer internet 

browser based map viewing program to include measuring tools.  The addition of these tools has required 
a massive rewrite from very simple MapServer applications in plain HTML language to learning and using 
some Java scripts. This has made it necessary to rebuild all of the map searching and navigation tools. The 
general look of the program has changed as well.  Here is a current screen shot.  If you are interested in 
an updated version, let me know.

In other news, the Farm Services Administration has flown about half of Oklahoma at this point.  We are 
still looking at mid-August for the availability of the resulting county-wide aerial photos.  We will have the 
2010 aerial photos on the 2011 Mapping Support DVDs that we will distribute at the Winter Conference 
sometime in February, 2011.  As we continue to download and make available the scanned government lot 
surveys from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, we are running into an overall file size issue for some 
counties.  As a result, some counties will receive two DVDs instead of one.

Remember:  Problems can lead to frustration or solutions.  Unfortunately, in our line of work, we 
usually experience the first in the process of finding the second!
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This is the timeline for Oklahoma County Assessor’s Office response to the May 10th, 2010 Tornadoes 
and Severe Storms.  The amount of work represents more than 800 man hours over a five day period of 
time.

Friday May 7
  

8 a.m. -- Meteorologists predict the weather pattern is ripe for Oklahoma to see severe weather 
including tornadoes coming up on Monday, May 10th in the evening hours for most of Oklahoma.

  

Monday May 10
  

8 a.m. -- As the day grew on it was apparent that a large storm would be heading our way with 
possible tornado activity.  

3:45 p.m. -- Ed Hardison, director of residential appraisal, was concerned about his appraisal teams 
in the field. He began monitoring weather alerts.  Hardison continues to monitor media for reports of 
damage throughout the evening.

4:30 p.m. – Severe storms, 
including high winds, and tornadoes 
begin forming and heading into the 
southern part of Oklahoma County.  
Right before 5:00pm the emergency 
weather sirens began to sound in 
Oklahoma County.  Citizens at work 
began taking cover in secure areas.

5 p.m. -- Severe weather and 
tornadoes rated at EF4 by the National 
Weather Service, slam businesses and 
neighborhoods in southern Oklahoma 
County.   As the names of specific 
neighborhoods began to surface, 
James Mallory, director of mapping, 
and Hardison begin noting the affected areas and begin creating electronic maps of the affected areas by 
mapping the locations by section numbers to create a preliminary damage path. 

Tuesday May 11
  

3:30 a.m. – Hardison begins gathering data from local media, scanner and phone calls to determine 
the boundaries of the areas where the most storm damage may have occurred.  He plans to get at least 
seven two-man teams to evaluate the damage.

6 a.m. – Hardison begins to prepare for meeting with his residential crew chief and crew to determine 
the equipment needed to accurately assess the damage from the tornado and storms.

6:15 a.m. -- Chief Deputy Larry Stein contacts the Sheriff ’s Office to determine if the assessor’s 
crews will be able to enter all the affected areas to measure the damage and then contacts Hardison to 
explain total access has been allowed.

7:30 a.m. – Steve Storff, director of commercial appraisal and  Hardison send assessor’s appraisal 
teams to the storm struck area.  Crews use this damage data to quickly get to the field to begin the damage 
assessment process.

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Crews are sent to the field.  While collecting the damage information in the 
field, data was posted on a per parcel basis to each account, with a photo taken at each location of the 
damage. This data was entered on a pen tablet then uploaded to the computer system at the main office. 
The parcel numbers were linked to the GIS mapping site to identify the damage, then extracted as a shape 
file to be re-uploaded as a damage path that could then be posted for all to see. 

May 10th 2010 Tornado 
and Severe Storms Timeline

Continued	on	page	6...
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8:30 a.m. – Webmaster Michael Morrison created a damage category in the assessor’s internal appraisal 
system that was used to flag each damaged parcel.

9:30 a.m. – Stein sends out a news release to the media and to county elected officers explaining 
how assessor teams are heading to the areas affected by the storms to assess the damage and does radio 
interviews.

3:00 p.m. – Morrison began querying the data base to identify damaged parcels.
3:30 p.m. – Morrison provided preliminary list of accounts to the Geographic Information System 

(GIS) Dept. to produce maps of the damaged area.
  

Wednesday, May 12th
  

7:30 a.m. -- Assessment crews again head to the area because the damage is more extensive than 
first expected. 

8 a.m. --  Morrison queried the database to update the damage list from field appraisers who input 
the updated data the previous day.  

10 a.m. --  Morrison created a map on the website of the affected properties using a damage scale 
of 25%, 50%, 100%.  This allowed the public to view the preliminary damage path.

11 a.m. – Stein sends the map to the media so they can get an idea of the damaged area for a better 
reference.  

Thursday, May 13th
  

7:30 a.m. --  Assessment crews again head to the affected areas to double-check any areas missed 
and gather the last areas from the storm damage.

9 a.m. --   Morrison queries the database to update the damage list to provide the final map detailing 
the damaged properties with their level of damage.  He then created the link on the homepage for the 
public to access the map.  

3 p.m. --  Hardison completed the damage estimates of nearly 300 properties, totaling approximately 
$21 million.

Monday, May 16th
  

8 a.m. --- Hardison sends finalized list of damage to Stein.
9 a.m. – Stein sends out finalized damage estimates and contacts news stations regarding the 

estimate.
9:30 a.m. -- The other county officials and the County Board of Equalization are notified at every 

step of the way to keep them posted regarding the damage assessment process.      

Continued	from	page	5	“Tornado	and	Severe	Storms	Timeline”...
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Harper County is surrounded by red earth, 
deep canyons and cultivated fields creating a 
vista of beautiful scenery. The county began with 
the Cherokee Outlet Opening in 1893 which 
was opened for non-Indian settlement at that 
time. Formed from the northwest section of 
Woodward County at statehood in 1907, the 
county was named after Oscar Greene Harper 
who came from Missouri.  He was a local pioneer 
resident, teacher and clerk of the Oklahoma 
Constitutional Convention of 1906.

One of the most significant archaeological 
sites in North America, the Bison Kill Site is 
located along the Beaver River.   The oldest 
painted object discovered in North America, 
a bison skull painted with a zigzag pattern, was 
uncovered there, also.  

As pioneers crossed the region, several trails developed. The Fort Dodge to Camp Supply Military Trail 
was used to move men and supplies to establish Camp Supply. The Western Trail (also known as Dodge 
City Trail) was first used between South Texas and Fort Robinson, Nebraska in 1874.

The Great Western Cattle Trail had a main water stop near Buffalo at Doby Springs, which was then 
known as Buffalo Springs.  

 Buffalo, the county seat, named from it’s location in the valley of Buffalo Creek, in the midst of rich 
farming and grazing lands.  A county seat “fight” was waged between Doby Springs and Buffalo, with Buffalo 
winning the title by 111 votes in 1908.  

Officially opened in May 1907, the town was called the “Stone City’ because no buildings were permitted 
in the business district unless they were of fireproof construction. This was to protect the town from 
potential loss due to prairie fires. Many of those buildings are still standing and in use today. 

In early days, Harper County residents built a considerable trade in salt gathered from the Great Salt 
Plain.  In 1895, the Ditch Valley Cooperative dug irrigation ditches to use river water to irrigate its member’s 
fields. Beginning in 1912, railroads were constructed to link the county to trade destinations.      

The county produces wheat, cattle, petroleum, natural gas and gypsum.  Early day residents supplemented 
their farming and ranching livelihoods by selling dry bison bones.  Sinclair Prairie Oil Company drilled 

NEW ALBANY, Ind. - Hundreds of people who were delinquent on their property taxes have been 
calling a couple in southern Indiana.

The callers were trying to reach the Floyd County Treasurer’s Office, but got Carolyn and Donald 
Baxley. The Baxleys have a telephone number just one digit off from the treasurer’s office.

A contractor sent out 2,000 notices telling property owners they have until June 1 to pay late tax 
bills or lose their property. It mistakenly directs them to call Baxleys’ home telephone number, where the 
phones have been ringing incessantly since late last week.

Carolyn Baxley says her husband and daughter have helped answer calls and give out the correct 
number.  The 72-year-old retired nursing home worker says she’s “talked to some really nice people and 
had a lot of laughs.”

Tax Bill Calls Flood Indiana Couple

Harper County Courthouse, located in Buffalo, Oklahoma
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the county’s discovery well in 1930.  Presently, the 
majority employment is found in education, oil and 
gas and government service entities.

In addition to being the heart of “Tornado Alley”, 
Harper County is a great base from which to plan 
storm-chasing activities during storm season.    The 
county has one of the largest wind farms in the 
nation. It boasts stunning landscapes and wildlife 
unique to the area. 

Notable Harper County residents include: 
  • 1936 Olympic heavyweight wrestler Roy 

Dunn
  • 1967 Miss America, Jayne Jayroe
  • Songwriter Jimmy Webb had songs 

recorded by many successful recording 
artists. Among his hits song are “McArthur 
Park”, “Up, Up and Away”, “Wichita Lineman”,  and “By the Time I Get to Phoenix”

Points of interest for visitors:
  • Buffalo Museum (housed in an original downtown building)
  • Doby Springs for fishing nature trails, camping and golf
  • Old Grain Elevator in Buffalo

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places are Harper County Courthouse and the IOOF 
Building of Buffalo.

During the recent review of OTC forms, we noted that 
some forms used exclusively by the county assessor or the 
county board of equalization were posted on the OTC 
public website. We have moved forms not for use by the 
public to the secure website for county assessors only.

To access the secure assessor only site, go to the OTC 
Homepage and click on Ad Valorem.  Scroll down past the 
information boxes to the bullet point list and click on county 
assessor login. You will need to use your user name and password to access the secure page. 

If you do not have your user name or password, you may contact Carol Prewett or Luke Weese 
in our office at (405) 319-8200.

Webpage Forms Notice

Harper County Demographics
Population:	3,397
Area:	1,034	square	miles
2009	Real	Property	Assessed	Valuation:	$40,710,844
2009	Personal	Property	Assessed	Valuation:	$17,639,243

Buffalo Museum located in downtown Buffalo


