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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Continued	on	page	2...

Despite the rain, which as usual in Oklahoma is desperately needed in some places and overdone in others, 
we made it through the traditional road tour for the Ad Valorem Division. Maybe, I’m just an ad valorem lifer, 
but I love traveling around the state, talking to county assessors and deputies, and seeing what’s going on in 
different parts of Oklahoma. The variety in our state is really amazing.

Our staff attended the Oklahoma Association of Tax Representatives meeting in Oklahoma City earlier 
in the month. OATR is made up of tax representatives for several companies in the state. Traditionally, OATR 
was made up of large public service companies that filed centrally, but in recent years, the group has focused 
more on local assessment. We had a good meeting with them.

The County Assessors Association has hosted several super district meetings. Our first one was in 
Kingfisher County with the Northwest District hosted by Eloise McCully. It was a great, upbeat meeting with 
lots of discussion. Northwest is always active and many of the county assessors there work together as closely 
as any district in the state. 

Evelyn Bradley, Garvin County, hosted the Southwest District meeting in Pauls Valley. This was her last time 
as a hostess for a district meeting in wake of her upcoming retirement.   Evelyn has made many contributions 
to the County Assessors Association, serving as President in 1996. It was the first time that I have gone to a 
district meeting and been greeted by Batman himself, in full costume, with tough questions about his property 
tax assessment on the Bat Cave. Evelyn did a great job hosting a unique meeting in the National Action Figure 
Museum which is right across the street from the AMTRAK station. 

McCurtain County hosted the Southeast District meeting last week. Assessor Stan Lyle always puts on a 
great meeting, and he planned another interesting and informative meeting. The Museum of the Red River, set in 
the middle of a grove of some beautiful Southeast Oklahoma pine trees, has a new, state of the art conference 
room with audio-visual systems, along with some really talented singers. Mitch Kelly, one of McCurtain County’s 
appraisers and his daughters, Autumn and Anna Rose, did a great job singing. One of those girls may turn out 
to be the next Taylor Swift. 

Newly appointed Mayes County Assessor Lisa Melchior went all out for the Northeast district meeting. 
The county hosted the meeting at Dry Gulch USA, a picturesque “old west” town over looking Lake Hudson. 
The attendees also heard an excellent presentation from Michael Wallis, national known expert on Route 
66 and voice of the sheriff in the movie “Cars.”  Mr. Wallis talked about his new book on the historical 101 
Ranch covering parts of several counties in Northeast Oklahoma dating before statehood.  Andy Hogan, a 

Ad Valorem Division Road Trip 2009
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Continued	from	page	1	“Director’s	Letter”...
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Continued	on	page	3...

Will Rogers re-enactor, entertained assessors and deputies at their luncheon with rope tricks and wisdom 
from Will Rogers. It was a memorable district meeting and capped off a really successful group of district 
meetings in 2009.

We enjoyed seeing everyone, including several retired assessors who showed up to visit. As I said last 
year, it is always fun to see the different offices and the assessors in their natural habitat. We appreciate 
the District Chairs and their deputies’ hard work in hosting the meetings because it does entail extra 
effort and preparation time. 

The Legislative session is in its last few weeks. It appears that the budget agreement is getting close 
to being settled. No one is sure entirely how everything will end up, but only a few significant ad valorem 
bills are still under consideration. In the next few weeks, there will be some additional discussion as the 
legislative session concludes. We’re planning the usual update on new legislation after the session is over 
with Jim Kelley, Kenny Chuculate and members of the committee. 

We’ll send out a bulletin reminder on the abstract submission dates. Abstracts are due by statute on 
June 15 and as you know, the law is strict on the deadline which every county met last year. The State Board 
of Equalization has scheduled June 15 for its regular meeting which is early, so we encourage everyone to 
get their abstracts in early, so we can get those approved timely. Teresa Strawther has promised me that 
she can get all the abstracts checked in time for the meeting if you can get it in by Friday morning before 
the Monday meeting. However, the statute is June 15 so if you need to work on it until that date the county 
abstract would not be considered late. Check those dates for any change as we get closer. 

Wade Patterson, County Assessors Association President, and his officers met with the Ad Valorem 
Division at the Garvin County meeting, and we’ll have some more planning sessions for the Annual 
Conference. If you have any thoughts about the Annual Conference, please let us know. We need input 
from everyone involved in making the annual conference a good event. 

We enjoyed seeing everyone at the district meetings. Have a good month. We appreciate all you do for 
your taxpayers and all the hard work of county assessors and deputies everywhere. It’s a tough job, but ad 
valorem is an extremely important part of local government in Oklahoma. We’re all working to pass the 
system on better than it was given to us. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Spelman, CAE
Director, Ad Valorem Division 

“Lots of your so-called friends want to ride in your new car with you, but what you really need are friends 
who will give you a ride or hitch hike with you when the bank forecloses on your new car and your back-up and 
dented 1998 Escort breaks down.” Anwar Caddo, Ad Valorem Philosopher. Quote stolen and improved on from 
Oprah Winfrey.  

Educational Conference Dates Set
Mark Your Calendars

The Ad Valorem Division is announcing the conference dates for the 65th Annual Educational 
Conference for County Assessors and Deputies.  It will be held August 4 – 7, 2009, at the Marriott 
Southern Hills in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The final planning stage of the agenda for each track is in progress.  The tracks include administrative, 
appraisal, business personal property, mapping, computer support and introductory/overview.

In keeping with our customary procedure, each county will be assigned two rooms, a single and 
a double.  Assessors will be notified when the conference block of rooms is open for additional 
reservations or changes. Please do not call the hotel in an attempt to reserve more rooms until the 
block is opened.
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Southwest District Meeting in Pauls Valley

Assessor Stan Lyles hosted the Southeast meeting 
in the Museum of the Red River which is located 
in a beautiful wooded setting in Idabel. Read 
about the museum in the “Focus on McCurtain 
County” article.

Among cherished historical relics and cultural 
treasurers, the Museum of the Red River boasts 
an outstanding state-of-the-art technology 
system for conducting conferences and 
meetings.

Assessor Evelyn Bradley and staff hosted the SW 
district meeting.

County assessors visit in the Action Figure & Toy 
Museum where the SW district meeting was held 
in Pauls Valley.

Jeff Spelman (Ad Valorem Division Director) 
shakes hands with Batman.

Evelyn Bradley makes sure the Caped Crusader 
understands his mission.

Southeast District Meeting in McCurtain County
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Northeast District Meeting at Dry Gulch, USA

Author Michael Wallis tells that his upcoming 
book is about the 101 Ranch.

Gary Snyder (CLGT), Marsha Rayborn and 
Larry Martin (OTC staff) attended the NE 
district meeting.

Andy Hogan, impersonating Will Rogers, 
performs rope tricks at the NE district meeting.

Attending the NE District meeting, Assessors 
Wade Patterson, Todd Mathes, and Ronnie 
Funck, finish their lunch at Dry Gulch, USA.

 With Troy Frazier With Troy Frazier

“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

As we look forward to another Annual Assessors’ Educational Conference at Tulsa, we will continue 
to see the effects of the ever-decreasing State budget. Once again, we are in a position of not being able 
to assist out-of-state speakers with their traveling expenses. However, Dr. Paul Bendt has confirmed with 
us that he and his daughter will still be able to come and to teach. We really thank them for that!

We will also demonstrate a new map viewing program being written in-house. This free program can 
be installed on one of your county computers and will run through any Internet Explorer program allowing 
all your networked computers to use it. This works even if you have no internet connection because it is 
running on your machine with your data. The biggest advantages of this effort are we can customize the 
program to be as simple as possible to use. We can also build links to it from the CCAP-AA program. Plus, 
this free program can read the newer 2005, 2006, and 2008 FSA aerial photography.

Continued	on	page	5...
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We look forward to seeing you in August!
Remember:  The easiest to read map is a blank sheet of paper.

Here are a couple of screen shots.
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Abstracts of Assessed Valuation
Due Date Approaching

Third Monday is June 15 this Year
The State Board of Equalization meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 15, at 10:00 

a.m.   At that time the Ad Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission will present abstracts 
of valuation for the SBOE to certify.  

This is the earliest date on which the third Monday in June can fall, so time for making preparations 
is somewhat shorter than other years.  To ensure certification of your abstract (Form 917) at this 
meeting, it must be in our office no later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, June 12th.

Mail delivery has been uncertain in the past, so please consider either hand delivering your abstract, 
using registered or certified mail, or sending by an overnight delivery service.  Take into account the 
amount of time needed for a mail service to deliver to Oklahoma City from your locale.  

To ensure correct delivery to the Ad Valorem Division, please use one of the following 
addresses:

Mailing address: Oklahoma Tax Commission
 Ad Valorem Division
 P. O. Box 269060
 Oklahoma City, OK  73126-9060

Physical address: Oklahoma Tax Commission
 Ad Valorem Division
 3700 North Classen Blvd., Suite 200
 Oklahoma City, OK  73118

May “4-C” Meeting Summary
The County Computer Coordination Committee (“4-C”) met Tuesday, May 5th at the Ad Valorem 

Division Office to address current issues in the counties. The committee had not been able to meet since 
February due to budget and travel constraints.

Update on CCAP Program Status:
Scott Warren gave a brief status report on the County Computer Assistance Program (CCAP) at the 

Center for Local Government Technology (CLGT). He indicated that they are currently doing fine.  At 
the time of the meeting there was no new information on funding. He indicated there would be no “full” 
funding for 2009 but enough to finish the fiscal year.

Scott stated that for fiscal year 2010, they will probably experience an 8 or 8 ½ percent budget reduction, 
as will most state agencies.  The supplemental funding for their work will be a separate line item.

Update on State System CAMA Programmer Changes:
Joe Hapgood told the committee that Annemarie Wylie is no longer working for Radiant Software 

(the state CAMA software program).  Jay Wadsworth is taking her place as the primary programmer.  Joe 
stated that Jay was a competent programmer with a lot of experience, and that the transition to working 
with a different programmer should be transparent to the counties. 

“4-C” Chair Debbie Gentry told the committee that Bill Wadsworth called her personally to discuss 
the change.   Bill stated that if there were ever any problems or issues with the changes to call him.  Bill 
Wadsworth had also visited recently with Assessors’ Association President Wade Patterson to update him 
on the personnel switch. Continued	on	page	7...
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Glen Blood said that there are no new CAMA program changes right now but that the Ad Valorem 
Division will be looking at possibly moving to a newer version of Cobol in the future.

Discussion of CAMA to AA Value Transfer Issues:

CAMA to AA value transfer issues created the primary discussion at the May “4-C” meeting.  Joe 
Hapgood indicated that ongoing concerns have been related to CCAP, the Ad Valorem Division, and to 
“4-C” Chair Debbie Gentry.

Several county assessors and staff voiced concerns and discussed the problems with the way the value 
transfer process was currently functioning.  Kelli Minson and Brenda Moorland asked why changes are 
always being made for those few who have special needs.

Glen Blood indicated that there is a need to coordinate together for less confusion so counties get 
values from CAMA to AA in a smoother fashion, and that mobile homes continue to be a major issue.

Committee Chair Debbie Gentry suggested setting up a sub-committee to work on these issues before 
the August meeting.  Debbie Collins was selected as the chairperson.  Committee members will be CCAP 
staff, OTC staff, Pittsburg County, Creek County, Craig County, Grady County, Love County, and Custer 
County.  Other counties who have a particular interest in following the committee’s work are invited to 
attend.  The first committee meeting will be May 20th, at 1:00 p.m. in the Ad Valorem Division conference 
room.  Committee members will receive a meeting reminder and agenda.

Status Report on CAMA Windows; Status Report on AA Windows:

Glen Blood informed the group that there were currently some issues with the property record card 
not functioning properly in Windows Vista.  He also mentioned a particular error message discovered in 
one county, which was probably related to incorrect or corrupted data.  This error message was resolved 
by resending data from the AA system.

Additionally, Jim Kelley mentioned a photo print problem on the PRC.  Bill Wadsworth with Radiant 
Software is currently looking into this issue.

Scott Warren informed the committee that they are working on a perspective of timeline/history 
for their class at the August educational conference.  Subject matter will include value transfers, analyzing 
data, other data maintenance issues, etc.  Scott requested that at least one person from each state system 
county attend.

Debbie Collins asked a question about the limitations in the AA Report Writer.  Scott stated that there 
is a Dbase utilities program to extract all AA data files, and then fields that are not needed can be edited 
out, thus creating a customized report.

Current County Hardware and Software Issues Related to AA and CAMA:

Carol Bomhoff asked Troy Frazier about house pictures and current use of Picassa software for photo 
editing.  Troy stated that Picassa is a good general editing program and to use for labels, but he indicated 
that the Ad Valorem Division is still focusing on using the picture maintenance utility software he has 
developed.

The Ad Valorem Division plans to test the picture maintenance utility program in a couple of counties 
soon.  They will review its effectiveness and functionality after it has been in test mode for a period of 
time.  Then the software will be considered for general distribution. Cimarron and Kay counties were 
mentioned as potential test counties.

The next regular “4-C” meeting will be in Tulsa during the Annual Educational Conference at the 
Southern Hills Marriott, Tuesday, August 4th following the opening session.  If it is necessary, an additional 
meeting may be called before then.

Continued	from	page	6	“May	‘4-C’	Meeting	Summary”...



Oklahoma	Ad	Valorem

FORUM Page	8
V
o
lu

m
e 

X
V
II

I,
 I

ss
u
e 

V
  

  
  

 M
ay

 2
0
0
9

County Government Overview

Material obtained from the National Association of Counties webpage. Part 3 of 3
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Focus on McCurtain County
McCurtain County’s topography 

varies from the rugged foothills of 
the Ouchita Mountains in the 
northern area to the fertile Red 
River bottoms in the southern 
part.  Named for a prominent 
Choctaw family who served as 
tribal chiefs, McCurtain County has 
a unique heritage stemming from 
the Caddoan mound builders to the 
first white settlements in the early 
19th century.   

Caddo Indians were the earliest 
settlers in the area with cultural 
traits identified at sites dating to 
about 900 AD.  Choctaw arrived from Mississippi coming along the Trail of Tears.  History of these early 
settlement days can be seen at the Museum of the Red River located in Idabel.  The Museum contains a 
broad spectrum of artifacts including the state dinosaur (acrocanthosaurus atokensis) found in McCurtain 
County.  

The area now occupied by McCurtain County has a varied history, having been a major part of old 
Miller County, Arkansas Territory, in the l820s. It then became a significant part of the Choctaw Nation 
when that tribe was moved from Mississippi to Indian Territory 
in the 1800s. The Choctaws held sovereignty over the area until 
1906, just prior to Oklahoma statehood.

Choctaw tribe members had accepted allotments of land 
in severalty, and their homesteads were not taxable for twenty-
one years, leading to financial problems in establishing county 
government. Prior to 1902 the county had no towns, in the 
usual sense of that term. Many small trading posts existed along 
the various trails, and each usually had a post office. When the 
Arkansas and Choctaw Railway (later the St. Louis and San 
Francisco Railway) was built across the area in 1902, towns 
were formed.

Surveyed and staked out in late August, 1902, the town of 
Idabel was first named “Purnell”, but the U.S. Post Office rejected 
the name because it sounded too similar to another town, Purcell, 
already established in Oklahoma.  The town was renamed after 
two sisters, Ida and Belle Purnell, whose father was a railroad 
official.  Idabel was designated as the county seat in 1907.

Cotton was the primary money-crop in the early days, and 
cotton gins were soon followed by general stores, banks, schools, 
drug stores, churches, blacksmith shops, livery stables, wagon yards and grist mills.  A hospital was built in 
1910.  Depletion of fertility and the collapse of the cotton market during the Great Depression gradually 
eliminated cotton production.

Beef cattle production has been a significant activity from the earliest years of the county’s history. 
Cattle raising increased rapidly during the last half of the twentieth century as much of the former cropland 

Continued	on	page	10...

McCurtain County Courthouse located in Idabel, OK

Oklahoma’s state dinosaur photo 
at the Museum of the Red River in 
Idabel, OK.
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was converted to improved pastures and forage production. Poultry and swine enterprises also gradually 
became an important part of the economic framework

Forestry became the area’s largest business concern.  Each year some 60 million cubic feet of lumber 
is harvested in McCurtain County.  Great care is taken to ensure the prolonged health of local pine and 
hardwood forests.  The Oklahoma State Department of Agriculture Forestry Division and United States 
Forest Service have a large presence in the area and are constantly watching to prevent wildfires.

Weyerhauser is the largest employer and has a paper mill in Valliant and a sawmill in Wright City.  
Weyerhauser maintains several pine tree plantations throughout McCurtain County.  Pan Pacific Industries 
operates a fiberboard plant in Broken Bow.  Huber Engineered Woods is the latest player to enter the 
area, with a large plant to make oriented strand board.  Other major employers are Tyson Foods, Georgia 
Pacific, and SETCO (a company that builds solid tires for heavy equipment and ships worldwide) and Hagle 
Industries (a garment manufacturing plant).

Tourism is a major industry offering Beavers Bend State Resort, Broken Bow Lake, Hochatown State 
Park and Cedar Creek Golf Course, hunting and fishing, historic sites and the Museum of the Red River. 

 Notable residents include:

 • Mae Boren Axton: Co-writer of Elvis Presley’s hit song “Heartbreak Hotel”, she wrote some 200 
songs, 14 of which made it on rock, country and R & B charts. Her influence helped the careers 
of Reba McIntyre, Willie Nelson and Mel Tillis, to name a few. She was a regional publicist for the 
Nashville-based concert promoter “Colonel” Tom Parker, who is credited with Elvis Presley’s 
successful career.  Mother of entertainer Hoyt Axton, she was a teacher by profession and taught 
journalism and English in schools at Broken Bow, Moore, Walters, Frederick and Ada. 

 • Countess Vaughn:  Actress from TV series including 227, Moesha and The Parkers.

 • Antti Varis: Actor from TV series, Dallas (’87-88) and Dynasty (’92-93).

 • Hadley Caliman:  Jazz musician playing bebop saxophone and flute; recorded with Carlos Santana, Joe 
Henderson, Earl Hubbard, now performing with his own quartet in the Seattle-Portland area.

 • Ray Burris: professional baseball player for the Cubs, the Mets, the Expos, Cardinals, Yankees, the 
A’s and the Brewers.

 • Sunny Murray:  Jazz drummer, composer, band leader.  Played for years with Cecil Taylor and his 
bands.  Famous for free-jazz drumming.

McCurtain County Demographics
Population:	34,046
Area:	1,826	square	miles
2008	Real	Property	Assessed	Valuation:	$91,408,927
2008	Personal	Property	Assessed	Valuation:	$64,849,769

Continued	from	page	9	“Focus	on	McCurtain	County”...

Receive the “Forum” by Email:
To receive the “Ad Valorem Forum” by email, please forward your email address to Cyndi Heath at 
cheath@tax.ok.gov.


