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The mission of the Ad Valorem Division of the OklahomaTax Commission is
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner:
1997 and 2010”

Oklahoma

Director’s Notes:

This is a hectic time of year for everyone with ad valorem filing deadlines, valuation notices, and taxpayer
calls. Hopefully, each of you is making it through the Spring chaos without too much stress. Remember
that you can make a real difference just by being open and approachable. Sometimes we can forget that not
everyone in the world knows as much about property tax as we do.

We are busy at the Ad Valorem Division as well, with our field staff continuing to collect audit data, the
Public Service Section gearing up for renditions and valuations, and Five-Year Exempt Manufacturing preparing
our Annual Report to the Tax Commission on claims against the ad valorem reimbursement fund. In addition
to those activities, planning continues for the 73rd Annual Educational Conference in Tulsa, August |-4.

A hearing on ad valorem administrative rules was held at the Tax Commission February 23rd. Changes
for this year were mainly to update statutory references and address legislative modifications. Rules are not
exciting, but they are an important tool to guide us in our assessment work.

If you are interested in viewing these rules, they are available at https://www.ok.gov/tax/documents/2017__
Proposed Chapter |0.pdf. A copy was also emailed to all counties prior to the rules hearing.

Doug Brydon has been tracking legislation and performing impact studies as required for our Tax Policy
Division on the ad valorem bills, and for legislative information requests. With the passing of the first major
legislative deadline for bills to make it out of their house of origin, our tracking list usually shrinks down to a
more manageable size at this point.

| know your Assessor’s Association Legislative Committee, with Gail Hedgcoth as Chair, has been putting
a lot of effort in at the state capitol tracking bills for the Association.

Our 10th Annual Public Service Capitalization Rate Conference was held March 30th. This has been a
good opportunity for industry input and dialogue in the valuation process,and makes the whole process more
open and transparent. In addition to company representatives, we enjoyed seeing some of you there as well.

| enjoy my regular phone calls to check in with your Association President Randy Wintz, who is constantly
working hard to keep everyone informed,and who always manages to maintain a pleasant, peaceful,and upbeat
spirit, in spite of the challenges that come with his leadership position! Make sure you remember to thank
your officers whenever you get the chance.

Kind Regards,
Joe Hapgood, CAE
Ad Valorem Division Director

PS. “Never use time or words carelessly. Neither can be retrieved.”


https://www.ok.gov/tax/documents/2017_Proposed Chapter 10.pdf
https://www.ok.gov/tax/documents/2017_Proposed Chapter 10.pdf
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| have some good news for you: the USDA is going to be doing a “fly over” this year. That being said,
the images produced will not be available till next year’s Mapping Support DVD is ready. When the images
do become available to the public, | will let you know in this column, same as last time. From what | can
tell, the resolution of the new images will be in the |-meter range, which is consistent with what we have
received in the past. The best part is that our federal tax dollars are paying for it.

Other than putting a new pretty picture on the back of your map, have you thought of other things
you can do with the new images? With these new aerials, you can take the 2015 photos, mark buildings,
real property, and land use, and then compare them with the new set of aerials we will receive. It would
be interesting to see what differences you can find. Imagine the structures you might be able to discover
and add to the rolls, or have the ability to verify that structures have been demolished or lost to natural
disasters. There are many things you can do with aerials images besides keeping track of agricultural land use.

| will keep you informed about the release date of the aerial images. Until next time, keep up the
good work.

“Let’s Get Personal” Property

by Patty Heath

The Five-Year Exemption Program has been balanced and claim forms have been sent out. We are
awaiting their return for processing. The June 2017 reimbursement will be $106,646,347.00. This amount
does not include any pending protests.

The legislative appropriation will be around $70 million dollars. This will be the largest appropriation
of monies in the history of the 5-Year Exempt Manufacturing Program. The projected payout by property
type still has Electric Wind Generation leading the way with the highest reimbursement amount, with
Computer/Data Processing with the second highest.

Work on the Personal Property Schedule for 2018 is under way, along with the 2018 Valuation Guide.
We have already had some requests to include items in next year’s schedule. We are researching each
request to decide whether or not to include them in the schedule.

That is all for now.

District Meeting Schedule:
* April 28: Northeast District Meeting - Sapulpa
* May 5:  Southwest District Meeting - Frederick
e May 12: Northwest District Meeting - Cherokee
* May 19: Southeast District Meeting - Holdenville

e 73rd Annual Education Conference for
8 / Assessing Officers:

/.D. * August |-4
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National Register Of Historic Places
Lincoln County, Part 3

The Captain Creek
Bridge is one of several
Oklahoma bridges listed
on the National Register
of Historic Places.
Constructed in 1933, this
Lincoln County bridge is
part of a section of road
that goes through the
town of Wellston, and
was originally planned as
part of Route 66. The
225-foot long bridge is
a camelback pony truss
design made of steel on
concrete piers. At 22-
feet wide, the bridge was
built two feet wider than
the adjacent highway. The
early plans for Route 66 followed the old OzarkTrails road, which ran through Wellston. With the planned
highway coming through town,Wellston residents were excited about having a paved road, along with the
new business traffic a highway would generate. To help the project along, residents voted on a bond issue
in 1927, to ensure the new highway would run through their town. The planned route was even printed on
the ballot, so residents would know exactly what they were voting on. The bond measure passed, but the
road remained unpaved for six more years. Sometime after the bond election, the United States Bureau
of Public Roads and the Oklahoma Highway Commission, decided to use a shorter route for the new
highway, known as the “Wellston Gap.” The change would save on paving costs by eliminating the kink in
the road that took it through Wellston, bypassing the town by nearly a mile.

Captain Creek Bridge near Wellston

With the passage of the road bond, the citizens of Wellston had a commitment from the state that the
new highway would go through their town. After the new route was announced, town citizen’s filed a lawsuit,
eventually taking their case to the Oklahoma Supreme Court. The court ruled the state’s commitment was
binding, and the planned highway throughWellston must be constructed. However, the federal agency would
not budge, saying the state must use the shorter, cheaper route. After years of political wrangling within
the state highway commission, it was decided that the “Wellston Loop” would be built at the same time
as the more direct “Wellston Gap” section of U.S. Highway 66. The federal agency didn’t like the plan, and
withheld funding from the Oklahoma Highway Commission until it agreed to complete the Wellston Gap
section first. In December of 1932, the highway commission reported that the Wellston Loop section of
road, containing the Captain Creek Bridge, was under construction. Wellston residents held a celebration
on May 3, 1933, for the opening of the completed section of highway running through their town.
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But there could be only one U.S. Highway 66, and the Oklahoma Highway Commission had built two.
Not long after opening the cutoff known as the Wellston Gap, highway signs that had directed Route 66
traffic through Wellston were removed. The bridge and paved section of road had been built to carry a
heavy traffic load, but the Mother Road had shifted, leaving the “loop” to be used by locals,and the citizens
of Wellston feeling they had been double-crossed. The Captain Creek Bridge was added to the historic
register in 2004.

Continued on page 4-...
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Continued from page 3 “National Register of Historic Places”...

Prague City Hall and Jail, located at | | |6
Jim Thorpe Boulevard, was added to the
historic register in 1998. It is a one-story
brick building constructed in a Mission/
Spanish Colonial Revival style in 1936, using
a grant from the PublicWorks Administration.
The west side of the building features a
symmetrical Mission style parapet crowned
by a pinnacle with finial. A stone name
plate inscribed “City Hall” is directly below
the pinnacle. The vestibule also features a
Mission-style parapet with a cartouche and
exposed rafters. The roof was originally
covered with ceramic tile, but was changed
to asphalt shingles at an unknown date. The
casement windows featured decorative
details of stone coping and brick headers and
sills. The original French door was updated
to an aluminum and glass door, but overall,
the building has undergone minimal changes.

Also in Prague is the Z.C.B.J. Lodge No.
46, or Bohemian Hall, located on South Barta
Avenue. The 40 foot x 100 foot two-story
structure was built in 1917. The building’s
exterior is made of red brick, and features a
hip roof and a straight stack chimney. All of
the windows and doors have brick arches,
and the theme is continued on top of the
rectangular brick parapet, where a semi-
circle features an inscription. The lodge is
historically significant for housing the oldest
Czech fraternal order in Oklahoma. The
building has served as a focal point of the
Czech community since its construction, and
plays an active role in the annual Kolache
Festival held in April. It was added to the
historic register in 1984.

St. Paul Baptist Church near Meeker, a
rural African-American church with nearby
cemetery, was added to the historic register
in 2004. The building is composed of two
weatherboard, gabled-roof buildings that

were joined to form one, L-shaped building.

There are other outbuildings located on the

St. Paul Baptist Church and Cemetery, near Meeker

property that are deemed as “noncontributing” historically.The cemetery is located less than a mile from the
church, but was nominated with the church as a “district,” due to important historic connections between
the two sites. The cemetery features a wide grassy lane flanked by rows of graves on either side. Sixteen
of the graves have unknown burial dates, but the oldest known grave is from 1892. Burials were still being
conducted at the cemetery when the site was nominated for inclusion in the historic register. Many of
the church’s records were destroyed in a 1939 fire, but it is known that prior to any building construction,

Continued on page 5...
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Continued from page 4 “National Register of Historic Places”...

church members met under a blackjack
tree. The first half of the existing church
building was moved to the site in 1940.

The Meeker Town Hall, located at
I 15 North Fowler Street, was included
on the historic register in 1996. It was
erected in 1935 by the Works Progress
Administration,and is one of the earliest
WPA projects completed in Lincoln
County. The hall is a rectangular one-
story building featuring exterior walls
of polychromatic native sandstone,
exposed rafter tails,and double windows.
The building is simple and functional
in design, like most WPA projects.
Some modifications have been made
throughout the years, and a garage has
been added, but the building exterior
retains its overall integrity. It was used
as the town hall until the 1970s, when a
new hall was constructed. The old town
hall is currently a private residence.

Two WPA-built schools near Meeker
were added to the historic register in
1996 and 1997. The Crescent School
(also known as Johnson School) was
added in 1996. Located two miles east
of Meeker off of U.S. Highway 62, the
rural one-story school was built in
1938. The two-room school featured an
irregular coursed, polychromatic, native
sandstone exterior set on a concrete
foundation. The three round arched
entries contain wood paneled doors,
and the wood six-over-six, double-hung
windows have not been altered. Several
stone name and decorative blocks were
included on the south gable end wall,
which was an unusual addition for a
WPA building. It is currently used as a

ﬁ private residence.

& Fairvi hool, Meek
i The Fairview (Thompson) School Y Rl LA

was built in 1936, and is located two miles north of Meeker, half a mile from State Highway 18. The one-
room school is a rectangular one-story building and again, features a concrete foundation, polychromatic
native sandstone, arched entries, ribbon and double-hung windows. Several alterations have been made
to the property, but the overall integrity of the structure has been retained. The school is currently used
as a private residence.
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This wraps up the tour of buildings on the National Register of Historic Places in Lincoln County. For
more information, visit the National Park Service website: https://npgallery.nps.gov/nrhp.




