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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Time is starting to move in a time warp around here at the Ad Valorem Division. Think Quantum Shift 
or something. It’s hard to believe that we’ve now completed our second year at our new office. We’re still 
planning a house warming, but things have been busy enough that we haven’t got it done. Maybe when we hit 
our fifth year here we’ll throw out some cookies and have an open house. In the meantime, we’re pleased 
with the new location, and I think everyone is finally used to it. 

I’ve appreciated the County Assessors Association’s slate of officers this year.  Wade Patterson’s team has 
done a really good job, and we’ve appreciated their professionalism. 

Speaking of professionalism, I know that all of us will miss retiring Cleveland County Assessor Denise 
Heavner. Her retirement party was really a class act.  She had a great turnout, and some great recognition 
by a contingent of county assessors, deputies and CLGT.  Denise did a super job as county assessor, public 
servant, and County Assessors Association President. 

We’re facing many concerns about budgets and funding.  As everyone is aware, Oklahoma state government 
will be watching our travel budget carefully in the future. We’re continuing to review our travel while still 
providing necessary service to county assessors and deputies.  We ask for your patience with our field analysts 
as they perform all their duties during the next year under a reduced travel budget. County government 
understands better than most how to deal with tight budgets. 

Public service rendition filings have begun to build up some momentum. We’re getting some calls and 
questions about renditions.  We’ll have a Capitalization Rate Conference later this month on March 26 and 27, 
and we’re looking forward to hearing from interested parties.  Keep in mind that after the cap rate conference, 
we’ll post the draft study April 6th with a 10-day comment period. Our final study will be posted April 30th. 

Special thanks to everyone for helping Teresa Strawther with the information on millage levies for each 
county and the Form 993. Everyone has gotten the hang of these forms, and it really helps us with questions 
we get from legislative staff on the condition of the ad valorem system.

The Legislature has under consideration a number of ad valorem bills. Many are significant for the system, 
but nothing is certain this early.  As the session proceeds, many of the ad valorem bills are still making their 
way through the legislative process.

Thanks for your assistance on the various legislative surveys.  We appreciate the hard work and conscientious 
effort of all county assessors and deputies out there. We hope that everyone’s work helps improve the 
Oklahoma ad valorem system and makes it better for taxpayers everywhere than it was given to us. Watch 
out for the dragons in the uncharted waters. 

Jeff Spelman, CAE
Director, Ad Valorem Division 
P.S.: “A wise man sees as much as he ought to, but not as much as he can.” Anwar Caddo. World famous Ad Valorem 

Philosopher quote on loan from Michel Montaigne. 
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 With Troy Frazier With Troy Frazier

“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

March 11th was the 2009 “GIS Day at the Capitol”.  Once again, we had participation from several state, 
county, and municipal agencies including the Garfield and Oklahoma County Assessors’ offices. Oklahoma 
County always participates, but every once in a while we get a second county.

This event gives us a way to showcase everything that you have done. Usually, we have some things 
from various county assessor offices at our Tax Commission booth such as plat books, but it is nice for 
people to get to see your pride in your mapping first hand.

People do not seem to realize what you have at your disposal. They tend to expect it from the large 
counties, but not from smaller ones. Just think, you have had computerized GIS mapping for nearly 15 
years. Windows ‘95 was barely a glimmer in Bill Gates eye as your county was using big 16 key mice with 
crosshairs on big, flat tables, sitting on tall stools to map ownership lines for the first time in intangible, 
imaginary world of microscopic, magnetic 1’s and 0’s. Now, everyone wants to “map” using your data to 
do the “cool” GIS stuff like color coding sales, locating properties, etc.

In all but a handful of counties, you can bring your mapping, other mapping from almost any source, 
aerials photos, your CAMA data, and your digital house pictures together and create products that would 
make anyone’s head turn.

If anyone would be interested in participating in the 2010 “GIS Day at the Capitol”, let me know. There 
is no registration fee for government entities, and it allows you to show off your stuff!

Remember: If all the early bird gets is its worm, then why get up early?

Public Service Section Update
The Public Service Section of the Ad  Valorem Division will host its Annual Capitalization Rate Conference 

March 26th and 27th in its office located at 3700 North Classen Boulevard, Suite 200.  The conference will 
begin Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m. and conclude the following day at noon.  This conference provides 
all centrally valued companies the opportunity to present their capitalization rate studies as an industry 
group or by individual company before those rates are determined by this division.  As mentioned in the 
director’s letter, a draft of the findings will be posted to the Oklahoma Tax Commission web site.  After 
a ten day comment period, the section will review all materials submitted for consideration, concluding 
April 30th with the posting of 2009 Capitalization Rate Study  

The 2009 public service forms are now available on the website (www.tax.ok.gov), look for Ad  Valorem 
Public Service Valuation Forms.  This year they are in a fillable format, utilizing Excel.  You may notice a 
change in their presentation, but they should be less confusing and ultimately easier to complete in that 
they mirror regulatory forms already required for the industries.  

A strict adherence will be observed with regard to a complete and timely filing.   Extensions for filing 
may be granted to April 30th with an approved request; otherwise, a completed return is due April 15.
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Receive the “Forum” by Email:
To receive the “Ad Valorem Forum” by email, please forward your email address to Cyndi Heath at 
cheath@tax.ok.gov.
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Who Should Attend?
• Assessors
• Appraisers
• Mappers
• Vendors
• Tax Collectors
• Consulatants

A Wonderful Opportunity to Experience the Following:
• Network with colleagues
• Receive continuing education credit
• Talk with the experts
• Hear the latest research results
• See the latest products & services
• Learn New Techniques
• Become Inspired & Motivated

For More Information on the Conference, Contact the Following:

• Mike Morrison, IAAO Chapter President (Oklahoma County) 
• Gary Snyder, IAAO State Representative (CLGT)
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Material obtained from the National Association of Counties webpage. Part 1 of 3

County Government Overview



Woodward County was 
formed in 1893 from a portion 
of the Cherokee Outlet as were 
parts of Harper, Ellis and Woods 
Counties.  Then known as County 
N, the citizens voted to change the 
name to Woodward and establish 
the town of Woodward as the 
county seat.  Two possibilities 
exist as to origins of the name: 
(1) named for Santa Fe Railway 
director B.W. Woodward, or (2) 
named for a buffalo hunter named 
Richard Woodward.  

Early day settlers lived in sod 
houses, box-houses, and temporary 
shanties on their farms, but the 
people were eager to get to have the finer things in life and did so with amazing speed.  School began in 
1894 in one room of the Delta Hotel with few students as the older children were needed to work at 
home.  A year later the Opera House was partitioned into classrooms and the children’s playground was 
the city park.  A four-room school was erected in 1896.

Early-day gun-slinging lawyer, Temple Lea Houston, who was the son of  Texas revolutionary Sam Houston, 
won a reputation as a brilliant trial lawyer known for his courtroom dramatics.  He was the inspiration 
for the character Yancey Cravat in Edna Ferber’s book Cimarron.   Woodward is clearly recognized in the 
book as the basis for the town in which the Cravat character lived.    Houston is buried in Woodward’s 
Elmwood Cemetery.

As one of the most extensive cattle shipping points in Oklahoma Territory, “The Great Western Trail” 
crossed where Woodward now stands.  Feuds between  conservative farmers against the free-wheeling 
cattleman led to long and bitter struggles involving lawsuits and shootings. An amiable agreement was 
reached which resulted in both agriculture and live-stock forming the basis for the economy in Woodward 
County.

Today,  Woodward is a principal center of trade in the Northwest Oklahoma area.  Agriculture, petroleum, 
wind energy, and manufacturing all contribute to Woodward’s economy.  In 1956, natural gas was discovered 
in Woodward which lies in an oil and natural gas area on the shelf of Oklahoma’s Anadarko Basin.  Many 
portions of Woodward County are underlain by one of the world’s largest deposits of iodine.  
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Continued	on	page	6...
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Focus on Woodward County

Woodward County Courthouse located in Woodward, OK

Mark your calendar for the spring district meetings of the County Assessors Association which have 
been set by the district chairs.

 May 1: NW District Meeting (Eloise McCully, Kingfisher County)

 May 8: SW District Meeting (Evelyn Bradley, Garvin County)

 May 15: SE District Meeting (Stan Lyles, McCurtain County)

 May 22: NE District Meeting (Lisa Melchior, Mayes County)

Watch for more information which will be forthcoming in April.

Assessors’ District Meetings Set
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Continued	from	page	5	“Focus	on	Woodward	County”...
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Between 1934 and 1995, the Trego’s Westwear Company of Woodward manufactured western-cut 
clothing for customers all over the world.  Rodeo and movie stars were customers of the company, and 
costumes were frequently made for Dale Evans and Roy Rogers. 

A local Woodward grocer named Charlie Pappe opened the second Top-Hat Drive-in Restaurant in 
the USA in May, 1956 which was the precursor to the Sonic Drive-In.  A few months earlier, Pappe had 
introduced himself to Sonic Drive-in founder, Troy Smith, while visiting friends in Shawnee, Oklahoma.

Woodward is home to the High Plains Technology Center and has a Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University campus.

A host of well-known people have visited Woodward for various reasons:

 • William Jennings Bryan spoke to 20,000 people in 1907 urging the ratification of Oklahoma’s 
proposed constitution.  

 • Outlaw Bill Doolin and Bill Dalton robbed the railroad station in Woodward in 1894.  

 • Charles Lindbergh and Anne Morrow Lindbergh made an unexpected emergency landing 23 
miles from Woodward in 1934, where they spent 2 days in a rural farm waiting for a relief plane 
to arrive. They refused media interviews, no longer seeking to be in the public spotlight.    

 • Flip Wilson unexpectedly landed his helium balloon seven miles east of Woodward in the town 
of Mooreland in 1982.    

 • President Eisenhower made a 12-mile inspection tour of drought damaged lands around 
Woodward, and spoke to a crowd of 12,000 at the Woodward airport in 1957.

Famous people from Woodward:

 • Lyle Gaston, songwriter and native of Woodward, wrote for Hank Thompson and the Brazos 
Valley Boys, and his music was also performed by Eddie Cochran

 • Bob Fenimore, native of Woodward, was Oklahoma A & M University’s first two-time All-
American football player and first draft choice of the Chicago Bears. He is in several football Halls 
of Fame.

 • Bobby Joe Cudd, oil field firefighter who was retained by the government of Kuwait to control 
massive oil field fires left from the Gulf War.

If you are looking for a vacation get-away, visit Boiling Springs State Park which was built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in the 1930s. Visitors enjoy a nicely wooded area in an otherwise rather bare part 
of the state.   This oasis in the plains boasts a huge swimming pool, a pond and cool springs that gurgle up 
through the white sands of the North Canadian River.

Woodward County Demographics
Population:	18,741
Area:	1,242	square	miles
2008	Real	Property	Assessed	Valuation:	$81,371,515
2008	Personal	Property	Assessed	Valuation:	$54,613,805
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IAAO CourseIAAO Course

July 6th, 2009 through July 10th, 2009     Norman, Oklahoma

Fundamentals of
Real Property Appraisal 

Fundamentals of
Real Property Appraisal 

Hilton Garden Inn – Norman
700 Copperfield Drive
Norman, Ok  73072

(405) 579-0100  Fax (405) 579-1414

Instructor:  Marion Johnson, CAE

Course 101 covers the Fundamentals of Real Property Appraisal and is designed to provide the 
students with an understanding and working knowledge of the procedures and techniques required to 
estimate the market value of vacant and improved properties. This course concentrates on the skills 
necessary for estimating the market value of properties using two approaches to value: the cost 
approach and the sales comparison approach. The Fundamentals of Real Property Appraisal utilizes 
lectures, classroom discussion, and homework problems to emphasize the main concepts and 
procedures taught in the course.

Map Key:  1=Sooner Fashion Mall, 2= Red Lobster, 3= Salt Grass Steakhouse, 4=Ted’s Café Escondido, 5= Santa Fe Steakhouse, 6= Cracker Barrel
7=Outback Steakhouse, 8=Hollywood Theater (14 screens), 9= Logan’s Roadhouse Steakhouse, 10= Cheddar’s

Each student will receive a reference manual on the 1st day of class and size is limited to 35 students.

Contact Information: Keith Hulsizer, Tulsa County
(918) 596-5141 or email KHulsizer@TulsaCounty.org

mailto:KHulsizer@TulsaCounty.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=700+copperfield+Dr,+Norman,+Ok+,+73072&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=48.688845,78.75&ie=UTF8&t=h&z=16&iwloc=addr
Open location in Google Maps
Click on the map to open this location using the Google Maps website



 
Course 101 – Fundamentals of Real Property Appraisal 

            July 6th, 2009 through July 10th, 2009 
 

 
The Fundamentals of Real Property Appraisal is designed to provide the students with an understanding and 
working knowledge of the procedures and techniques required to estimate the market value of vacant and 
improved properties. This course concentrates on the skills necessary for estimating the market value of 
properties using two approaches to value: the cost approach and the sales comparison approach. The 
Fundamentals of Real Property Appraisal utilizes lectures, classroom discussion, and homework problems to 
emphasize the main concepts and procedures taught in the course.  
 
LOCATION AND INSTRUCTOR:  (The class will be conducted on location)  

Hilton Garden Inn – Norman, OK (ask for the block of rooms reserved for IAAO or OSU/CLGT) 
700 Copperfield Drive 
Norman, Oklahoma, USA 73072 
(405) 579-0100  Fax: (405) 579-1414 
Rates: $70.00 + tax per night for single or double occupancy  
Instructor:  Marion Johnson, CAE, Appraiser 
 

COST: Course 101 registration fee is $375.00. Class size is limited to 35 students  

REGISTRATION: To enroll, complete the registration form and mail payment with form to Tulsa County 
Assessor’s Office, Attn: Keith Hulsizer – Course 101, 500 S Denver Suite 215, Tulsa, OK  74103. 
Contact Keith Hulsizer (918) 596-5141 or email KHulsizer@TulsaCounty.org  
Make checks payable to: Oklahoma IAAO Chapter. (Payment & registration must be received by June 19, 2009).  

MATERIALS: A student reference manual will be provided 1st day of class. 
                          A battery operated calculator and pencil is required.   

Recommended Book: PAV    IAAO Nat’l Member  Non-member 
Cost:  IAAO PAV book           $25.00      $40.00 
(See attached book information showing contents of each book)  
 
Times are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 

Registration, Monday  7:30 am - 8:00 am  
Classes (Monday – Friday)  8:00 am – 12:00 noon (mid-morning break)  
Lunch (Monday – Friday)  12:00 – 1:00 pm  
Classes (Monday – Thursday)  1:00pm – 5:00 pm (mid-afternoon break) 

SCHEDULE: 

Exam (Friday) 8:00 am – 12:00 noon  
 
 

CANCELLATION: Full refunds will be made for enrollment cancellations by June 19, 2009. 
                                   There may be late cancellation charges due from IAAO after that date. 

 
IAAO welcomes students and members of any sex, race color, nationality and ethnic origin.  IAAO does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex, race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin in the administration of policies.  

http://ok-iaao.oklahomacounty.org/default2.htm
http://www.iaao.org/sitepages.cfm?Page=25#101
IAAO Course 101 Info
You can see more details for Course 101 at the IAAO website.  Click the IAAO logo for details.



      Oklahoma Chapter of IAAO 
    Registration Form 

 

 
 
 

 

Please print or type:   

 

IAAO National Member: (check)   Yes    No  

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Title: _________________________________________________________________ 

Jurisdiction/Employer: ___________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ____________  Zip: _______________ 

Telephone: (_____) _______________ 

Fax: (_____) ________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 $375.00 Registration Fee 

Recommended  “Property Assessment Valuation, 2nd addition aka PAV” Hard Cover only 
Textbook:  (See attached book information showing contents of each book) 

 $25.00 IAAO Nat’l Member 

 $40.00 Non-member 

=  Total due to: Oklahoma IAAO Chapter (include book fee if applicable) $375, $400, or $415    
 

 
Make checks payable to Oklahoma IAAO Chapter, mail to: 

Tulsa County Assessor’s Office 
Attn: Keith Hulsizer – Course 101 

500 S Denver Suite 215, Tulsa, OK  74103 
Telephone: (918) 596-5141 Fax: (918) 596-5101  

Email: KHulsizer@TulsaCounty.org  

IAAO Course 101 

Fundamentals of Real Property Appraisal 

July 6th – July 10th, 2009 

Norman, Oklahoma 

Note
You may also email your registration.  See instructions below.Step 1: Click the blue button.Step 2: Select your email preferenceStep 3: Select "Send data file".This feature will attach your registration information to your email.Step 4: Send your email You will receive a registration confirmation # once we have received your email.

*If you email your registration you will receive a confirmation # by email declaring we have received and processed your registration.



 
 

Property Assessment Valuation, (PAV) Second Edition (1996; 478 pages)  
Hardcover only: IAAO Nat’l member price $25,  Non-member price $40  
  
An introductory text on assessment administration and basic appraisal principles for all training needs. Contains 
substantial chapters on mapping and on personal property assessment.  

Contents:  
• The Assessment Function  
• Property and Value  
• Assessment and the Appraisal Process  
• General Data  
• Land Valuation  
• The Sales Comparison Approach to Value  
• The Cost Approach to Value: Cost Estimation  
• The Cost Approach to Value: Depreciation  
• Real Estate Investments and Finance  
• The Income Approach: Income and Expense Analysis  
• The Income Approach: Capitalization Formulas and Rates 
• The Income Approach: Capitalization Procedures  
• Mass Appraisal  
• Assessment of Personal Property  
• Land Identification and Cadastral Map  
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