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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
	     Ad Valorem

F O R U M

Continued on page 2...

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 
1997 and 2010”

Director’s Notes:
June has been a busy month so far, with lots of action packed into a short amount of time.  The Ad Valorem 

Division is completing its valuations of centrally valued property, and we have been conducting State Board 
of Equalization briefings with Board members in preparation for the SBOE meeting Monday, June 15 at 10:00 
a.m.  The SBOE meeting agenda includes county compliance items and certification of abstracts.  The SBOE 
will meet on Tuesday, June 30 at 11:30 a.m. for the certification of public service valuations. 

The IAAO State Chapter sponsored Course 400, instructed by Marian Johnson, CAE, which happened 
the week of June 15-19.  These IAAO classes have been beneficial for those of us in the world of assessment 
administration, and I’m grateful to our Chapter President Matt Wehmuller and our chapter officers for making 
courses like this available.

And, the last district meeting of the year was held in Oklahoma City on Friday, June 19, hosted by Oklahoma 
County Assessor Leonard Sullivan, and that concludes an enjoyable string of meetings across our great state.  
Special thanks to each of our district chairs who have done a wonderful job of hosting these meetings, offering 
us a healthy dose of hospitality and making us feel welcome. Thanks to S.E. District Chair Rhonda Cahill, 
Choctaw County; N.W. District Chair Wade Patterson, Garfield County; N.E. District Chair Marsha Trammel, 
Cherokee County; and S.W. District Chair, Leonard Sullivan, Oklahoma County.

Registration for the 71st Annual Educational Conference is in progress, and we look forward to seeing you in 
Tulsa August 4-7 at the Southern Hills Marriott.  This year’s conference theme is “Navigating the Future.”  Special 
thanks to all our partners who assist with the planning and instruction, including the Assessors’ Association 
Officers, CLGT, CCAP, and OSU Agricultural Economics.  We couldn’t pull off these conferences without you!

We will present a variety of topics, including Legislative Update, Manufactured Homes, Deeds/Deed 
Research, Centrally Valued Property, 100% Veterans’ Exemption Update, Tax Roll Corrections, CAMA & AA 
Training, Data Collection, Land Valuation, County Virus Software Discussion, County Assessor Web Site Demos, 
Mapping, and many more.

Our IAAO Oklahoma Chapter will host a banquet and 30th anniversary celebration the evening of 
Wednesday, August 5 at the conference.  There will be a reception prior to dinner with cash bar.  It will be 
a seated event with wait staff and a delicious menu.  The banquet will be free for IAAO Oklahoma Chapter 
members who have remitted their annual chapter dues by July 15. The cost for guests and non-members will 
be $20.

We’re looking forward to meeting with your Assessors’ Association Officers next month on rules language 
and the 926 Notice Form.  I’m grateful for the interest and input from your officers and the other assessors 
who have contributed their time to this project.  Rules and forms are not exciting, but they are important.
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 With Steve Oliver With Steve Oliver

I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable summer, and that each of you find a little time to get away 
from work to rest, recharge, and renew your minds for the work that lies ahead.

Joe Hapgood, CAE
Ad Valorem Division Director

P.S. - “If you do a job too well, you’ll get stuck with it.”

Why is mapping important?  That is a good question.  Some of the earliest maps can be traced 
back to 12,000BC.  During the Renaissance period cartographers were sought by ship captains and 
explorers, and trade routes were a guarded state secret.  Now days mapping is still just as important.  
Without mapping how would we know where to find a parcel, what the acreage is, or who are the 
neighbors?  

But, mapping is so much more important than that.  Your mapping department has the capability 
to serve the county in much more than just for taxation purposes.  When the fire departments go on 
a call, they need to know exactly where to go.  Many fire departments carry plat books or use their 
phones to navigate.  

The sheriff ’s department needs information to track sex offenders or where to serve warrants.  
Yes, they can use a paper map (a cartographer had to make that, too), but with a GIS layer, constant 
updates can be provided to assist in their jobs.  So, it is important that you, as a Mapper, keep your 
mapping as accurate and up-to-date as possible.  Get to know your 911 department, whether it is in 
your courthouse or elsewhere, and form a working relationship opening the door for discussion of 
other possible mapping uses.

There are so many things you can do with your GIS system, and most of us have only scratched the 
surface.  It’s more than just drawing shapes on the computer screen.  Take the challenge and explore 
other mapping capabilities, and you might be surprised to see what additional support you can provide.  

Until next time, happy mapping.

“Let’s Get Personal” Property
by Patty Heath

All of the 5- Year Exempt Manufacturing Applications have been received and are timely and complete.   
Although there are no guarantees, we plan to have the XM2 –XM5 completed by conference time.  The 
$28.2M appropriation was moved to the Ad Valorem Reimbursement Fund and will be dispersed by June 
30, 2015 to the schools.

The Personal Property Schedule research is well underway at this time.  The Personal Property Public 
Hearing is scheduled for September 24, 2015, so mark your calendar if you plan to attend.  

Another month has passed, and we are that much closer to the Annual Conference in Tulsa.  We are 
planning a session captioned “ ABCs of Personal Property” along with the usual suspect – “5-Year Exempt 
Manufacturing”.   Those who need more instruction in these areas are encouraged to make arrangements 
to attend.  

Have a great month and don’t hesitate to call with any of your personal property questions.
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Continued on page 4...

Fifteenth Statehood Governor
January 10, 1955 - January 12, 1959

Raymond D. Gary

Raymond Gary was born on a farm midway between 
Madill and Kingston, Oklahoma on January 21, 1908, the 
eldest of five children of Daniel and Winnie Edith Gary.  After 
attending rural schools, Gary went to Madill High School, 
and Southeastern State Teachers College. While riding his 
horse five miles to school, he was often accompanied by a 
neighbor, Emma Mae Purser. One year after he graduated in 
1927, the two were married. After passing the state teacher’s 
exam, Gary taught for five years at Raborn and Rocky Point 
in Marshall County. In 1932 Raymond Gary entered and won 
the election for Marshall County superintendent. Within four 
years he obtained an “A” accreditation for all his schools.

In 1936 he established the Gary Manufacturing Company 
to make school and office furniture. Additionally, in 1946 he 
bought Kingston Commercial Oil and Gas. Renamed Sooner 
Oil, Gary’s company became a major oil and gas wholesaler. 
He also purchased a 120-acre ranch outside Kingston; the 
ranch later grew to hundreds of acres.

A Democrat and always interested in politics, Gary ran for the Oklahoma Senate in 1932, losing by three 
hundred votes. Eight years later he handily won the election.  He climbed through the Senate organization 
as chairman of the appropriations committee, majority floor leader and president pro tempore. As he built 
seniority, he also continued to add to his vast knowledge of state government. Serving for fourteen years, 
Gary won wide acclaim for his expertise on appropriations. In 1953, after declaring that he had “a deep 
desire to serve as governor,” he entered the sixteen-candidate field. Initially finishing second to William 
Coe, he won a solid victory in a bitter runoff.

Gary began his governorship on January 11, 1955, by delivering an extemporaneous message that was 
instantly proclaimed to be one of the best speeches ever delivered before the legislature. The new governor’s 
words focused on his intent to integrate peacefully the state’s schools, promote industry, and build roads. 
As governor, Gary was able to get legislative support for his endeavors, most notably his proposed state 
budgets, which included neither raised taxes nor large spending increases.

Once the ceremony ended, the governor’s forces quickly introduced his Better Schools Amendment.  
Aimed at destroying Oklahoma’s constitutionally segregated schools, his omnibus amendment replaced 
the existing four-mill separate levy for black schools with a common school fund four-mill tax. By ending 
separately funded schools, districts would be forced to integrate voluntarily, resulting in larger schools 
with better standards.

Quickly voting passage, the legislature recessed so the governor could personally lead a statewide 
campaign for approval. Knowing that he had staked the “success or failure of my administration” on this, 
Gary was elated when the voters overwhelmingly voted yes. Oklahoma, therefore, became the only southern 
state voluntarily to begin to end segregation. Gary abolished separate bathrooms and fountains at state 
buildings. Further, he ended segregation in the National Guard and Crime Bureau.

Next, the governor secured legislation creating the Department of Commerce and Industry. Directed 
by the governor and a citizen advisory council, the new agency’s role was to inform the nation about the 
state’s natural resources and its agricultural and commercial opportunities. Using an official state magazine, 
Oklahoma Today, and other promotions, the department effectively began to publicize Oklahoma’s economic 



Oklahoma Ad Valorem

FORUM Page 4
Vo

lu
m

e 
X
X
IV

, 
Is

su
e 

V
I 

  
  

  
Ju

ne
 2

01
5

Continued from page 3 “The Governors of Oklahoma - Raymond D. Gary”...

and environmental virtues to encourage businesses 
from around the country and the world to relocate 
in the Sooner State.

A growth barrier Gary attacked was the state’s 
lack of good roads. Responding to his wishes, soon 
$10 million was appropriated culminating in an 
incredible total of four thousand miles during his 
tenure.  Improvements were made to the major 
highways that crisscrossed the state and expressway 
routes through the two largest cities, Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa.  The Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation oversaw efforts to survey and 
approve the routes of the Interstate Highway 
System through the state including east-west 
Interstate 40 and north-south Interstate 35.

U.S. Route 66 through Clinton, Oklahoma 
is locally designated as Gary Freeway or Gary 
Boulevard in honor of the governor’s promises and 
efforts to push for improvements of US-66 into a 
four-lane highway through Western Oklahoma during his administration. Those efforts ultimately led to 
US-66 being transformed into Interstate 40, which bypasses Clinton’s south side. Gary Boulevard is also 
designated as Clinton’s I-40 Business Loop.

Another area he targeted was urban water development. As requested, the legislature created the 
Oklahoma Water Resources Board to oversee long-range use of the state’s waters. Additional farsighted 
water reform legislation allowed cities to join resources to create water conservation districts.

During 1957 Gary happily assisted the Oklahoma Semi-Centennial Commission in celebrating the 
state’s fiftieth birthday. Declaring “every citizen should be proud . . . to live in this great state,” the governor 
opened the Semi-Centennial Exposition in Oklahoma City with a golden tomahawk.  Also serving as a 
publicity opportunity for Gary, the exposition attracted the participation of nineteen countries and drew 
over 1.5 million visitors.

 Among many other major achievements, Gary’s term brought increases in appropriations for common 
schools, higher education, old-age assistance, the highway patrol, and mental health programs and hospitals. 
Serious reforms for the mentally ill soon made Oklahoma’s program a model for the nation.

State law in the 1950’s prevented governors from succeeding themselves, and Mr. Gary returned to 
his oil and cattle business when his term ended. In the 1960’s he ran unsuccessfully for a second term and 
for the United States Senate.

When Gary left office, it was well acknowledged that his practical approach to politics and ability to 
compromise had insured his success.  Gary’s remarkable tenure created a positive picture of Oklahoma’s 
state government, an achievement that greatly enhanced the state’s image to the world. If he had done 
nothing else, the governor’s heroic stance on integration had insured a legacy that would live on and inspire 
others to rid the nation of that practice. Gary Hall at the University of Science & Arts of Oklahoma is 
named after the late governor of the state.

While Gary never held elective office again, he remained a major influential personality in state and 
national politics for more than thirty years. Gary died on December 11, 1993, and was buried at Madill. 
Speaking of Gov. Gary in the days following his death, Republican Gov. Henry Bellmon commented, “I was 
a great admirer of him. He led the state through the initial integration era and successfully integrated our 
schools without any of the violence and complications that erupted in many of the Southern states.” 

Oklahoma Semi-Centennial coin.
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It’s time to make plans to attend the 71st Annual 
Educational Conference for County Assessing Officers 
to be held in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Information packets for 
the educational conference have been distributed to the 
county assessors.  Attendance is required for county 
assessors unless excused prior to the conference in 
keeping with 19 O.S., Section 166.

The conference location is the Marriot Southern 
Hills Hotel and Conference Center, 1902 E. 71st Street 
in Tulsa.  The room rate $83.00 regardless of number of 
persons.  The cut-off date to make reservations is July 20, 
so be sure to secure your rooms by that date.

Your rooming list is to include the names of each 
person staying in each room.  Mark your hotel purchase 
order to indicate whether your account will include meal 
charges or other incidentals in addition to the room 
charge.  Rooming changes must be accomplished on an 
amended rooming list, not the purchase order.  

Fax your purchase order with your rooming list to 
918-523-3523, attention Liz Haller.  If you do not receive your confirmation numbers via email within 
48 hours of sending your rooming list, contact Liz directly at 918-523-3549 to confirm she received the 
information.

Debit Cards:  If you put up a debit card for personal incidentals, the banking system will withhold 
$50 a day automatically and later replace any unused balance.  Please be very aware of this.  A credit card 
is a better alternative.

Check-In Time is 4:00 P.M.  The hotel must have time to clean and prepare the rooms as other 
guests depart.  Rooms will be assigned as they become available, and some may be able to check in prior 
to that.  

The full registration is $80.00 per person.  One-day registration is $37.00 for Wednesday or Thursday; 
one-half day on Friday is $19.00.   

Checks and purchase orders for registrations should be payable to the “OTC Fund”.  (The County 
Assessors’ Association may collect a separate fee for other activities.)

The annual group photograph of all assessors will be taken on Tuesday, August 4.  Please meet at the 
hotel’s central staircase after the Opening Session concludes.  The photographer will take photo orders 
at that time.

If you have questions regarding the registration form, please call Teresa Strawther.  Direct other questions 
to Cathy Gibson or Jeanette Bittner.  All can be reached at (405) 319-8200. 

See pages 6 - 12 for more information. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Tulsa.

August 4 - 7, 2015
“Navigating the Future”

OTC Seventy-first Annual
Educational Conference of Assessing Officers

August 4  —  7, 2015 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Southern Hills Marrio� 

Oklahoma Tax Commission 

71st Annual Educa�onal Conference 

For Assessing Officers 

Navigating the Future 
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August 4  —  7, 2015 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Southern Hills Marrio� 

Oklahoma Tax Commission 

71st Annual Educa�onal Conference 

For Assessing Officers 

Navigating the Future 
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Tuesday August 4th: 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Registra on, Dogwood Room 
 

2:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Opening Session, Main Ballroom 

 Call to Order:  Joe Hapgood, CAE 

 Prayer 

 Flag Salute / National Anthem 

 County Assessors’ Association Welcome 

 Remarks by Oklahoma Association of Tax Representatives 

 Conference Overview 

 Remarks by State Board of Equalization Members 

 Remarks by Ron Worth, IAAO Executive Director 

 Accreditation Overview and Recognition 

Following Opening Session: 
  

 Assessor Group Picture / OTC Staff Group Picture 

 “4-C” Meeting, Cypress Board Room 

 Forms Committee Meeting Following “4-C” 
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10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
Centrally Valued Property– Unit Valuation, State Allocation, Valuation Apportionment: 
Presenters: Mike Isbell, Vicki Duncan, Ryan Snyder, James Austin 
Salons C, D, E 

Open Source GIS Software; GIS Council Data Warehouse: Presenters: Troy Frazier; Scott March
Sycamore

State CAMA Real Property Data Entry: Presenters:  OTC Staff   
Salon A 

CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

Landmark CAMA Training: Presenter:  Todd Holliday 
Redbud

Lunch, On Your Own 12:00 p.m.—1:30 p.m. 

1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m. 
Tax Roll Corrections: Presenter: Ann Embree, OSU Agricultural Economics  
Salons C, D, E 

Mapping Basics (How to Map Stuff): Presenter: Troy Frazier, CMS
Sycamore

State CAMA Overrides and 100% Holding: Presenters:  OTC Staff   
Salon A 

CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

Personal Property & You:  Statutes, Freeport, ETC: Presenter:  Doug Brydon 
Salon B 

Landmark CAMA Training: Presenter:  Todd Holliday 
Redbud

8:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m. 
Legislative Update and Frankenberg Ruling Discussion: Presenters: County Assessor Legislative Com-
mittee, Doug Brydon, ADA Carol Dillingham 
Salons C, D, E 

General Mapping Information; GIS Council Update: Presenters: Steven Oliver; Dr. Mike Sharp
Sycamore

State CAMA Real Property Data Collection: Presenters: OTC Staff   
Salon A 

CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

Landmark CAMA Training: Presenter:  Todd Holliday 
Redbud

Break, Silver Oak Room 10:00 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday August 5th Sessions: 
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Wednesday August 5th,Continued: 

3:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Fundamentals of Administration: Presenter: Suzanne Spears, OSU Agricultural Economics  
Salons C, D, E 

Land Use Mapping: Presenter: Troy Frazier, CMS
Sycamore

State CAMA Personal Property Data Entry: Presenters: OTC Staff   
Salon A 

CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

Five Year Tax Exempt Manufacturing: Presenter:  Patty Heath 
Salon B 

Landmark CAMA Training: Presenter:  Todd Holliday 
Redbud

Break, Silver Oak Room 10:00 a.m.—10:30 a.m. 

Break, Silver Oak Room 2:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Thursday August 6th Sessions: 

8:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m. 
Deeds/Deeds Research: Presenters: Doug Brydon, Moderator; County Assessor Panel  
Salons C, D, E 

Basic MIMS Mapping: Presenter:  Kyla Bendt 
Redbud

Data Collection: Gary Snyder, RES; Doug Warr, AAS (CLGT) 
Salon B 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
State CAMA Real Property Data Collection: Presenters:  OTC Staff   
Salon A 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

IAAO STATE CHAPTER 30TH ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION AND BANQUET 6:00 P.M. 
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Thursday August 6th Continued: 

Lunch, On Your Own 12:00 p.m.—1:30 p.m. 

10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

100% Veterans Exemption Update: Presenters: Doug Brydon, OTC; John Wilson, ODVA  
Salons C, D, E 

Basic MIMS Mapping, Continued: Presenter:  Kyla Bendt 
Redbud

Data Collection, Continued: Gary Snyder, RES; Doug Warr, AAS (CLGT) 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
State CAMA Real Property Data Entry: Presenters:  OTC Staff   
Salon A 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m. 
Performance Audit/Equalization Study Update: Presenters: Joe Hapgood, CAE; Troy Frazier, CMS  
Salons C, D, E 

Advanced MIMS Mapping: Presenter:  Dr. Paul Bendt 
Redbud

Land Valuation: Gary Snyder, RES; Doug Warr, AAS (CLGT) 
Salon B 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
State CAMA Overrides and 100% Holding: Presenters:  OTC Staff   
Salon A 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

Break, Silver Oak Room 2:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 
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Thursday August 6th Continued: 

3:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Manufactured Homes: Presenters: Doug Brydon, Moderator; Motor Vehicle Division; Assessor Panel 
Salons C, D, E 

Advanced MIMS Mapping, Continued: Presenter:  Dr. Paul Bendt 
Redbud

Land Valuation: Gary Snyder, RES; Doug Warr, AAS (CLGT) 
Salon B 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
State CAMA Personal Property Data Entry: Presenters:  OTC Staff   
Salon A 

(Repeat of Wed. Session):
CCAP AA Training, “Exporting Values to Excel, LCAMAHIS & AA Program Updates”: Presenters: Scott 
Warren, Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, Johnny Caldwell  Maple

Friday August 7th Session: 

The Ad Valorem Division would like to thank you for your attendance 
and active participation at the 71st Annual Educational Conference for 

Assessing Officers this week.  It has been our pleasure to host this 
Conference for you. 

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

ALL FRIDAY SESSIONS CONDUCTED IN SALONS C, D & E 

Public Service Update: Presenter:  Joe Hapgood, CAE 

County Virus Software Discussion: Presenters:  “4-C” Committee Chair Donise Rogers, Scott Warren, 
Rob Tigner 

“Build it and They Will Come-”  County Assessor Web Site Demos: Presenters: Tulsa County,  
Oklahoma County
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HOTEL MAP: 

First Floor 

Second Floor 


