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The mission of the Ad Valorem Division of the OklahomaTax Commission is
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner:
1997 and 2010”

Oklahoma

irector’s Notes:

The Sixty-eighth Annual Conference will be here shortly.We’re glad the conference will be returning to
Tulsa again since we are used to it,and it’s a good fit for the County Assessors’ Association.

We will continue our format from last year in that no computer sessions will be conducted at the OSU-
Tulsa campus. As always, we have invited State Board of Equalization members to address the group in our
Tuesday session.

We appreciate the work of the County Assessors Officers at the planning session. President Scott Kirby,
Gail Hedgcoth, David Tinsley, and Mandy Snyder have been great to work with as well as the help from Gary
Snyder, Doug Warr, and Scott Warren in making the final arrangements.

Conference reservations have proceeded well. We have about the same good turn-out in the neighborhood
of 465 attendees this year.

For the | Ith year in a row, we will recognize those County Assessors and Deputies who’ve completed their
initial and advanced accreditation programs.To recognize that achievement, the Center for Local Government
Technology and the Ad Valorem Division will present accreditation certificates at the opening session.

Conference Highlights:

Jewette Farley will again be at the conference. He will present “Once There was a Property Tax” featuring
his take on change in the ad valorem system. We always enjoy Jewette’s knowledge and humor on property
tax issues.

We will follow that with sessions on the new compliance audit, a presentation on Indian law by Professor
Judith Royster of Tulsa Law School, and valuation of convenience stores.Troy Frazier will conduct the mapping
track which he has done so well for many years. Sessions include CAMA and AA training with CCAP for the
state system as well as Landmark and Colorado Customware training. | am also looking forward to Wade
Patterson and Gary Snyder’s presentation on wind power. (That’s wind facilities.)

Sessions will be held on Veteran Exemptions, Contracting for Services, and Manufactured Homes. Doug
Brydon and Patty Heath will conduct a session on the five-year exemption program,and personal property issues.

Hope to see everyone in Tulsa. | appreciate the effort of all of you in rearranging your schedules and
family time to come to the Annual Conference.This is what we do in the ad valorem business in Oklahoma,
and we're looking forward to a productive week.

Sincerely,
Jeff Spelman, CAE
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Guess what?

| have been with the Oklahoma Tax Commission helping you with your mapping needs for twelve
years. This has included creating and delivering hundreds of diskettes, CD’s, and DVD’s, as well as nearly
six hundred mapping support visits to your counties, and the installation of free map viewing software on
hundreds of your computers. | have had fun meeting and interacting with each of you during this time.

What has changed?

For years we conducted regional training sessions across the State.To reduce State travel expenses,
the last few years we have used the CLGT computer lab at OSU in Stillwater for ArcView training. (There
has been no request for regional MIMS training during the last few years. Plus, the CLGT computer lab
does not have a set of MIMS licenses to allow for its use.)

The number of yearly county visits varied quite a bit through this time.In 2003, | only visited 26 different
counties. In 2005, 2006, and 2007, | made over 70 county visits per year (multiple visits were to multiple
counties each year). In 2010, | only made 25 separate county visits.

We began offering remote computer assistance as a way to increase our support in 2009 as the “Great
Recession” started cranking up. Just a few months ago, Tax Commission policy terminated this avenue of
support.

What lies ahead?

Don’t know what the future holds. We are working to make remote computer support a reality again.
In the next few years, we will see a large change in the make up of the senior personnel of the AdValorem
Division. Priorities may change. Responsibilities may change. All | know is that | look forward to working
with you through another dozen years (plus).

Remember: The only way to ensure failure is by not trying!

July ‘4C° Committee Meeting

Gerald Sherrill, 4C Chair, conducted the committee meeting held on July 10, 2012 held in the Ad
Valorem Division.

Several fixes have been made to the CAMA software with five completed and another four forthcoming.
The latter 4 are expected soon but will not be distributed until after the August conference in Tulsa.

When moving from one parcel to another in the sales detail screens, the owner’s name now changes
accordingly.

On theTangible Personal Property (TPP) detail screen, the F7 key returns back to the Account Summary
screen. The detail screen also now automatically displays valid choices for the first line (Property Class).
After choosing the appropriate class and CAMA sets the screen correspondingly, the user is automatically

moved to the second line.
Continued on page 3...
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Continued from page 2 “July ‘4C’ Committee Meeting”...

A fix is in place to reset the legal descriptions that were lost in some counties after a previous version
of CAMA was installed.

The Future Year dump to Current Year CAMA records have been changed from a full parcel override
back to a merge of individual records for each affected parcel. There will be a class at the Tulsa school going
through the process of using CAMA Future Year for the creation and maintenance of new improvements
to be transferred to AA at full value.

The Value Override screen has been modified to display the current CAMA values as a reference.
This will eliminate the need of returning back to the F8,Value Summary screen, to see the current CAMA
values as the override is created.

On F9, the Property Record Card, the Building Rate has been changed from displaying the new
replacement cost (RCN) as a building rate to displaying the effective building rate which includes depreciation
(RCNLD). Since this value is the actual applied CAMA cost divided by the square feet of the structure,
this will be much less confusing to the taxpayer.

There is a fix for the sales extract to allow it to run by neighborhood instead of the whole county.

Bill Wadsworth is working to fix the issue where some of the drawings can no longer be read correctly
by vendors for conversion to pictures. The way the CAMA building draw codes are compiled has changed
with the newer, mouse- based sketch screen.

The fix for the building drawings will be included in the next CAMA update. This will change how
vendors receive CAMA building drawings. The vendors will no longer try to read and convert the drawing
code to pictures themselves. CAMA will have the ability to export jpeg pictures of the CAMA drawings.
The vendors will then be able to display the CAMA drawings as easily as they currently display the jpeg
house pictures. Until the new update of CAMA is installed, this issue of vendors not being able to cleanly
convert CAMA drawing codes will only affect buildings that have been edited since the installation of
CAMA Version 7.

CCAP is preparing for the educational conference in Tulsa. It was emphasized that counties bringing
their laptops to class must be sure every item is clearly labeled with the county name.This includes the
laptop, carrying bag, power supply, cords,and mouse. The laptops will need to contain AA, Clarion Report
Writer and CAMA software for the class.

Michael Challis and Rob Tigner will meet next week to standardize the set- up procedures on the
laptops. Once this is done Michael will write it up and share it.

Gerald Sherrill purchased 3 new laptops that have “flip” screens which converted the computer to a
tablet (iPad) look. He’s testing to determine how effective these laptops function in the field.

The current Report Writer the counties have will not run on a new Windows 7, 64-bit computer.
CCAP will look into Clarion ReportWriter 8 to see if it will work.

It is recommended that counties do not buy the newWindows 8 until you speak with the CCAP team.
It probably will be a 64 bit. It is always best not to be the first to jump and buy a new product, so do not
purchase for at least 6 months after it is introduced to the market.

Some assessors expressed dissatisfaction with laptops used in the field.

The next meeting date will be Tuesday,August 7,2012, at the Tulsa Marriott Southern Hills in the Pecan
Room. The meeting time is immediately after the assessors’ group photo is taken following the General
Session.

Receive the “Forum” by Email:

To receive the “Ad Valorem Forum” by email, please forward your email address to Cyndi Heath at
cheath@tax.ok.gov.
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OTC Agency Phone Numbers

Occasionally county offices may receive inquiries for assistance with other tax types besides local
property issues. This list of Oklahoma Tax Commission agency numbers will be of help in that regard.

Since the Ad Valorem Division is unable to transfer telephone calls, constituents will appreciate being
directed initially to the proper location. These numbers will be beneficial to the county office staff, also.

A hard-copy of the agency phone number list will be provided to the students at the educational
conference in August.

Oklahoma Tax Commission
Agency Phone Numbers

Oklahoma Tax Commission
Agency Phone Numbers

..(405) 521-3283

Business Registration .. ...(405) 521-3160 Supply/Purchasing Section
(405) 521-3281
Communications, Publications, and Media ....... (405) 521-3637
(405) 521-3126

(405) 521-3270

Toll-Free Number (in-state).......... 22-81 .
T:xpa;:r Assistean(ce sae) .......... ggg; 221-31 gg (Tax Tﬂlllc Phone Numbers at the OTC)
. Probate ..o 405) 521-3237
(Tax Topic Phone Numbers at the OTC:) Property Taxos " 405 516.5200
Address Changes (405) 521-3160 Public Information ..(405) 521-3637
Agriculture Exemption ... (405) 521-3160 QuickTax QUESHONS ..o, 405) 521-3160
Aircraft Registration, Taxes, License ................ (405) 521-3271 Refunds, Business Tax .........ccccooeviniiiniiiiieiennns 405) 521-3270
Alcohol and Tobacco (other than licensing) ......(405) 521-3242 Refunds, Income Tax ..(405) 521-3160
Assessment Letters (Income Tax) ... (405) 522-5737 Refunds, Motor Vehicle ..(405) 521-3683
Audit Information (405) 521-3251 Registration ........cccccovviiiiiiiiciceccc e 405) 521-3279
Boat and Motor Dealers Licensing ................ (405) 521-3271 Sales Tax Information ..(405) 521-3160
Business Tax Information ... (405) 521-3160 Sales Tax Registration and Business .(405) 521-3160
)
)

(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
Tags (License Plates) .........ccccccvveviiviiecncncnns (405) 521-3221
...(405) 521-3637
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)
(405)

Collection Information

Taxpayer Education

..(405) 521-3133
405) 521-3160

Corporate Income Tax Tax Policies

Credits/Refunds on Business Taxes .... Tax Rate Information ...........ccooeeviiiiiniiinns
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Documentary Stamps ..........ccocovveevrieiererereineens (405) 521-3251 Tax Tables .........cocooveierimiiiiii 405) 521-3160
Electronic Filing (405) 521-3160 Taxpayer Assistance ..(405) 521-3160
Estate Tax Information .... ...(405) 521-3237 Titles ..(405) 521-3221
Excise Taxes (Motor Vehicle) ... (405) 521-3101 Warrant Releases ... 405) 522-4193
Field AUGIL ..o (405) 521-3251 Warrants, Business Tax ..(405) 522-4193
Forms, Income Tax (405) 521-3160 Warrants, Income Tax .(405) 522-4193
Forms, Business Tax ...(405) 521-3160 Web Site Questions ..(405) 521-3637
Franchise Tax (405) 521-3160 Withholding Accounts .........ccccccviviiiiiiiiiicnenn. 405) 521-3155
GroSS ProduCtion ..........cceeverreeeuneeeeeneerneeneons (405) 521-3251 Withholding, Estimated Tax ..(405) 521-3125
Gross Production Lease Records ... (405) 521-3674 Withholding Tax Tables ..(405) 521-3160
Human Resources/Personnel (405) 521-3167 . e

Income Tax Information, Individual ................... (405) 521-3160 ( OTC DIUISIO" Phone “umbers: )
Income Tax Information, Business ... (405) 521-3126 Account Maintenance .............oc.oreeereneererennes 405) 521-4271
Information, Taxpayer .. ...(405) 521-3160 Ad Valorem ..(405) 319-8200
Insufficient Checks (405) 521-3281 Administrative Proceedings . .(405) 319-8500
Insufficient Checks for Motor Vehicle ............... (405) 521-2700 Central Processing ..(405) 521-6663

Internet/Web Site Information ... (405) 521-3637

...(405) 319-8550

)

)

)

)

) 521-3637
) 521-3251
) 521-3167
)

)

)

)

)

)

CommMUNICALIONS ....oovveiiiiieieeieeieee e 405

Legal Information

Compliance

Magnetic Tape/Media .. (405) 522-5831 Human Resources

Manufacturers Exemption Registration ............ (405) 522-5695 405) 521-3750
Motor Fuel Permits ..........ccccoieiiiiiiiiiiieis (405) 521-3271 ..(405) 319-8550
Non-Resident Contractors Registration ............ (405) 521-3160 405) 521-2967
Notice to Show Cause Hearings ...........cccoceeveue (405) 521-3281 405) 521-3221
Payments/Pay-Out Plans ... (405) 521-3281 Tax Policy and Research ....(405) 521-3133
Permits ... ...(405) 521-3160 Taxpayer Assistance ..(405) 521-3160
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& nwl 2012 Conference Reminders
\ - The educational conference in Tulsa is quickly approaching. Here’s a few
Ke"\‘/;

reminders which may be helpful to you.

Debit Cards: If you put up a debit card for personal incidentals, the banking
system will withhold $50 a day automatically and later replace any unused balance.
A credit card is a better alternative.

Check=-in Time is 4:00 P.M. The hotel must have time to clean and prepare the rooms as other
guests depart. Rooms will be assigned as they become available, and some may be able to check-in prior
to 4:00 p.m.

Continuing Education: A total of 15 hours of continuing education is available from the selection
of classes. A registration form must be completed for each participant. Keep a photocopy of your completed
registration forms to serve as schedule reminders for your staff.

Bring a Sweater or Jacket to Class: As experienced in the past, the classrooms are often cold.
Bring Calculators, Pencils and Paper for appraisal and mapping classes.

Bring Laptops for Computer Support class on State System Software. Provide those to the CCAP
staff as soon as possible. Clearly mark all computer equipment, cords, etc. with your county name.

Assessors Photo: All assessors please meet at the central stairway immediately following the
General Session on Tuesday,Aug. 7.

IAAO Oklahoma Chapter Meeting: The meeting will be held Wednesday, August 8, in Salons
C-D-E, at the close of session.All are invited to attend.

Focus on Washita County

On April 19, 1892, the federal government
introduced non-Indian settlement into the area
which included present Washita County in a land
run known as the Cheyenne-Arapaho Opening.
The land run expanded Oklahoma Territory, and
officials designated most of presentWashita County
as County H.

Prior to that time, in 1874 John Lytle had
established the Great Western Cattle Trail that
traversed County H. Although ranchers had been
grazing their cattle on the reservation, illegally or
through informal agreements, in 1883 Indian Agent
John Miles leased three million acres of Cheyenne
and Arapaho land to seven cattlemen. After turmoil
ensued between ranchers and portions of the tribes,
in 1885 the federal government terminated all leases
in the reservation and ordered the removal of stock.
During this period John Seger worked for the cattle interests, building a three-hundred-mile fence and
overseeing a ranch near present Colony.

www.barntield.net oklahoma

Washita County Courthouse, located in Cordell,
OK. Former Gov. George Nigh declared the Washita
County Courthouse was the “godfather of all
courthouses in the state of Oklahoma.”

In 1886 Seger convinced 120 Cheyenne and Arapaho to move to Cobb Creek, the site of the old
ranch headquarters, and farm. This “Seger’s Colony” was one of four that agency officials hoped would
teach these tribes agricultural methods prior to the forced allotment of tribal land.The site later housed

the Seger Indian School and Mennonite and Dutch Reformed Church missions.
Continued on page 6...
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Continued from page 5 “Focus on Washita County”...

The secretary of the interior allocated
the town of Tacola, which soon became
Cloud Chief, as the county seat of County
H.On the day after the land run,Tacola had
an estimated population of three thousand
to four thousand. Although a wide range
of ethnic groups made the run, numerous
German and Russian immigrants migrated
a few years later, primarily from Kansas.
Later towns, such as Corn and Bessie,
had large German and German-Russian
populations, which supported Mennonite
churches, German-language newspapers,
and other culturally specific enterprises.
Following settlement County H took the
name Washita after the Washita River.

L e ey

ony, OK, built in 1893.

Seger Indian Training School in Col

Shortly after the 1892 Cheyenne and Arapaho Opening, which opened the region to non-Indian
settlement, H. D.Young founded Cordell when he opened his general merchandise store on a site located
approximately one and one-half miles northeast of the present town.That same year the U.S. Post Office
Department established the original post office at Young’s business. The name honors Wayne W. Cordell,
a longtime U.S. Postal Service employee in Washington, D.C.

In 1897 A.].Johnson and J.C. Harrel enticed Young to move his store and post office from Old Cordell,
with a population of 250, to the location where the city of New Cordell is located. The quality and
availability of the water attracted many residents to the new site. Johnson and Harrel had managed to
arrange an election to remove the county seat from Cloud Chief (formerly Tacola), located in the county’s
southeastern corner,to New Cordell, located in the center.Washita’s citizens voted 1,383 to 287 in favor
of relocating the seat. In August 1900 the move was made. However, it was deemed illegal, as only the
U.S. Congress can establish the county seat
in a territory which Oklahoma was at the
time. Considerable legal haggling lasted for
approximately five years.

In the meantime, Cordell constructed
a new two-story courthouse. In 1904 the
Oklahoma Territory Supreme Court ruled
that the county seat must return to Cloud
Chief. However, a Cordell attorney, Sam
Massingale, who later became a congressman,
secured a stay of the move. He traveled to
Washington, D.C. and lobbied a bill through
the 1906 Congress officially naming Cordell
the county seat.

For a town to survive, it was important Canute Service Station on Route 66
to be linked to a railroad. In 1902 Cordell
won a hard-fought battle and secured the Blackwell, Enid and Southern Railroad for the community. The
railroad soon became the St.Louis and San Francisco Railway, commonly known as the Frisco,and continued
operation into the twenty-first century.

Towns such as Colony, Cloud Chief, and Cordell were founded on the day of, or soon after, the land
opening. Other communities came later, either by large Mennonite migration, consolidation of school

districts, or mostly from townsite promotions by the incoming railroads.
Continued on page 7...
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Continued from page 6 “Focus on Washita County”...

The land around early-day
Retrop was settled in 1896-97 by a
man from lowa named Porter. He
made application for a post office
to be named Porter, but there was
already an office in Indian Territory
by that name. Consequently, the
post office department spelled the
name backward,and “Retrop” was
the new post office.

In 1901, when the Wichita
Reservation opened to non-Indian
settlement, the U.S. Department of
the Interior added an approximate
two-and-one-half-mile-wide strip
across the eastern border of
Washita County from that land.

Several residents in the Cordell Carnegie Library also houses the Washita County Museum.

county’s eastern portion unsuccessfully attempted to divide Washita into two counties. They first lost in
a 1909 vote to move the county seat to Dill,and in 1910 a proposed new county named Seger failed to
win the needed votes.

In 1909 a mysterious fire destroyed the Washita County Courthouse.A court docket had been scheduled
for Monday, August 7, to hear cases on forty-four illegal whiskey charges, seven cattle thefts, and the six
horse thefts. The fire started in the courtroom on Friday night,August 4. County officials selected Solomon
Andrew Layton, of Layton,Wemyss Smith, and Hawk, as the architect for the new courthouse, which was
completed in 191 1. Layton later served as the architect of the Oklahoma Capitol building.

The Washita County
courthouse is listed in the
National Register of Historic
Places and was designated by
former Gov. George Nigh as the
“godfather of all courthouses in
the state of Oklahoma.”

The Cordell public school
system was established in
1899. From 1907 until 1911
many considered Cordell an
educational center because
it offered three educational
opportunities: a high school
diploma at Cordell Public School,
Cordell Christian College, and
Cordell Academy. In 1900 the  Kobel’s Place was a well-known fuel stop along the old Route 66 in Foss, OK.
Cordell Beacon moved to the
town from Cloud Chief and reported the news through the twentieth century and into the twenty-first.

Cordell remained an agricultural marketing and production hub. As a regional financial center, it
supported six operating banks at the end of the twentieth century.In 1999 Cordell won the Great American
Main Street award, which is given to five American cities every year.

Continued on page 8...
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Continued from page 7 “Focus on Washita County”...

World War | brought
hardships to the numerous
Germans and Mennonites of
Washita County. Because of
their heritage or conscientious
objections to war, many were
harassed by vigilantes and by
the county Council of Defense.
By the end of the war the
threats had caused the German
newspaper, the Oklahoma
Vorwirts, to cease operation,
Cordell Christian College
to close due to its pacifistic
teachings, and the town of Korn
to be renamed Corn.

For most of the county’s
history wheat, cotton,and cattle
have been the economic base.
Other crops included sorghum, barley, rye, and peanuts

Downtown Corn, Oklahoma

During World War Il Clinton-Sherman Naval Air Station opened at Burns Flat. The base closed after
the war but reopened in the 1950s, bringing jobs and increased population. At the end of the twentieth
century the base had again formally closed, but the land was used as an airpark industrial center and housed
Western Technology Center, a vocational school.

In 2000 there were ten incorporated towns: Bessie, Burns Flat, Canute, Colony, Cordell, Corn, Dill
City, Foss, Rocky, and Sentinel

Historic U.S. Highway 66 provided business opportunities for Foss and Canute before 1-40 replaced
“the mother road.”

Several locations are on the National Register of Historic Places:
* Cedar Creek Native American District, Carnegie

* McLemore Prehistoric Village Site, Colony

* Seger Indian Training near Colony

* Canute Service Station on Route 66

* Cordell Carnegie Library

* Washita County Courthouse

* The New Cordell Courthouse Square Historic
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Washita County Demographics

Population: 11,512

Area: 1,006 square miles
2011 Real Property Net Assessed Valuation: $38,920,189
2011 Personal Property Net Assessed Valuation: $61,523,359
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