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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
     Ad Valorem

F O R U M
“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 

1997 and 2010”

Director’s Notes:

Continued on page 2...

The Ad Valorem Division would like to wish a very “Merry Christmas” to each of you!  We hope that 
you find time to be with family and friends, and that you are able to experience the many joys of the season.

The December State Board of Equalization meeting took place on Friday, December 1.  The main agenda 
items were the Equalization Study, Performance Audit, and Assessor Fee Schedule.

It has been good to observe the steady progress made over the past six years with counties meeting the 
requirements of the Performance Audit.  In 2012, with the “Test” Performance Audit, 28 counties met the 
minimum points criteria.  By 2013, the number had grown to 42 counties; in 2014 there were 56 counties fully 
complying with Performance Audit requirements. In 2015, a total of 61 counties achieved compliance, and last 
year there were 68 counties passing.  This year, there was an additional gain of six counties, taking the total 
number of counties meeting the minimum points threshold to 74.

We anticipate that the remaining three counties will come into full compliance on the Performance Audit 
next year.  The Ad Valorem Division will continue to assist counties, as they work to implement additional 
improvements in their assessment practices, in the year ahead.

Additionally, all 77 counties were found to be in compliance with the Statutory Equalization Study ratio 
requirements.

We enjoyed seeing everyone at the CLGT Chili-Fest on December 15 at their offices in Stillwater.  It’s 
always nice to get together with our extended “work family” one last time before we celebrate the Christmas 
holiday with our own families.

The field staff is completing CAMA Personal Property and cost table updates, and has been working with 
counties in preparation for establishing values for the 2018 tax year.  The Draft Personal Property Schedule 
is currently posted on the Tax Commission web site, and the final schedule will be placed on the web site 
the first week of January.  We have appreciated all the comments and input as the schedule was developed 
and prepared.

The Public Service Section is preparing for the valuation season, which is just around the corner.  Our 
Statistical and Technical Support staff is currently working on the Progress Report to the Legislature, which is 
submitted by the Ad Valorem Division to the Legislature each year when the new session commences.  Thanks 
for submitting the information needed to produce the report.

As I wrap up this Director’s Letter, I want to take a moment to offer and extend my gratitude to each of 
you for the service, dedication and professionalism that you display in your work every day of the year.  We 
are so fortunate to have the privilege to work with you as we all strive to administer the property tax, in the 
most fair and equitable manner possible, for the taxpayers of the Great State of Oklahoma.
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“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

 With Steve Oliver With Steve Oliver

Merry Christmas to all!  Peace and Blessings to each of you during this special season and throughout 
the New Year!

Kind Regards,
Joe Hapgood, CAE
Director, Ad Valorem Division

P.S. – “To get the full value of joy you must have someone to divide it with.” - Mark Twain

Ad Valorem Forum Mailing List:
If you have coworkers who would enjoy receiving this monthly publication, please send their email 
address to jbittner@tax.ok.gov.

Good day to all you ARCVIEW mappers.  I recently attended a training session for a piece of software 
that we have all had, but most probably did not know we had, and have never used.  It is called ARCGIS 
PRO.  Up until this point, I had always thought it was just a fancy little program that was just going to 
compliment the ARCGIS Desktop.  Well, I will have to admit to you that I was wrong; ARCGIS PRO is 
going to be the replacement for ARCGIS Desktop.  

Okay, stop reading for a moment, close your eyes and take a deep breath and slowly exhale, count 
backwards from 10….. The Sky is not falling, and this is not the end of the world.  ESRI had to make 
programing changes because of the way Microsoft’s Windows programing environment has been changing.  
First, ARCGIS Desktop is a 32Bit program; it does not have the programing capacity to utilize the current 
generation of hardware we are getting:  ARCGIS PRO can, because it is 64Bit based.  Second, ESRI had to 
change the interface to be more like the Microsoft Ribbon menu system.  It’s like when you went from 
Microsoft Office 98 to Office 2010, everything is there, but may not be in the place you are looking.

So here is the plan:  First, ARCGIS 10.6 should be the last version of Desktop.  If you have anything 
ranging from 10.2 on up for what we do, there is no reason to upgrade.  If you want to explore with ARCGIS 
online, then we need to get you the latest and greatest.  The shelf life for Desktop is somewhere around 
the year 2023, so there is no big hurry.  Second, you can have DESKTOP and PRO on the same machine, 
and it will not harm your computer or settings.  Third, sometime in the near future, when you renew your 
ESRI software, you will see that you are purchasing ARCGIS PRO; that is okay, because 10.6 is included in 
the purchase price.  Fourth, I am making the switch over to PRO now, so I can get used to it.  Once I am 
comfortable with the program, I will be creating a user manual for you to reference.  Lastly, my plan is to 
demonstrate PRO, and show you how to use it at the 2018 Educational Conference. 

I know, every time something changes, it has the capacity to be a little scary.  From what I have done 
so far with PRO, it seems to utilize the computer hardware better.  Of course, I have just received a new 
64Bit computer, and it handles my DATA SETS better then Desktop.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me.
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National Register Of Historic Places
Comanche County (Part 2)

“Let’s Get Personal” Property
by Patty Heath
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17 5-Year Exempt Manufacturing Inspections are done.  The second set of printouts was mailed out around 
the middle of December.  These printouts are to be balanced to the actual tax bill.  Please verify the school 
district as well as the tax liability.  If there are any discrepancies, please call Patty Heath or Bryan Shuck at 
405-319-8200.  We need all responses back to us by December 29, 2017.  Remember, Rules 710:10-7-18 
through 710:10-7-20 require a separate account for each Exemption and there could be a real and personal 
bill for one printout.  Due to rounding differences between the State and Assessor’s office, there may need 
to be corrections made to tax bill.  

The Personal Property Schedule Draft is out on the web for comments.  Here is the remainder of the 
timeline process for the Personal Property Schedule:  

January 6, 2018:  Upon approval of the Oklahoma Tax Commissioners, the Business Personal Property 
Schedule for 2018 will be posted on the website and available for use.  Hard copies will not be printed for 
2018; the Schedule will only be available through the website.

This month, the Forum will 
continue a look at sites located 
in Comanche County that are 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, beginning 
with Fort Sill Indian School.  
The school was opened as a 
Quaker Institution in 1871 
by Lawrie Tatum, about a mile 
from the current site.  The 
original wood frame building 
was destroyed by fire in 1885.  
In 1891, the school re-opened 
at the present location on 
the East edge of Lawton.  The 
original frame buildings were 
replaced that year with a two-story stone building.  Other stone buildings were added over the years, 
including boys and girls dormitories, and an employees’ club.  A combination auditorium/gymnasium was 
built in 1936, the first modern building on the campus, followed by the addition of a classroom building in 
1939, and dormitories in 1940, 1941, and 1951.  All of the original stone buildings have since been razed, 
except for Building 309, which was a girls’ dormitory.  The 2-story building was constructed of native 
limestone in 1904, and featured indoor plumbing, steam heat, and electric lighting.  The basement contained 
bath facilities, a playroom, and a boiler room.  The first floor featured two large dormitory rooms, a sitting 
room, and the matron’s quarters.  The second floor contained two large dormitory rooms for older girls, 
and was supervised by an assistant matron.  The attic area was used for storage.  The building was damaged 
by fire in 1907, and was repaired and altered several times over the years.  The building was vacated in 1964.  
There was a plan to salvage usable fixtures and raze the structure, but work was halted.  The building was 
nominated to the register in 1973, to preserve the last building standing that was part of the original school.  

Fort Sill Indian School, Lawton vicinity
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National Guard Armory, Lawton

The Lawton National Guard 
Armory was nominated to the 
register in 2007, and is located 
at 600 Northwest Cache Road 
in the north section of Elmer 
Thomas Park.  The modern style 
building was designed by local 
architect Paul Harris, and built in 
1954-1955.  The main building is 
circular, constructed of concrete, 
and features a concrete dome 
roof.  The circular area contains 
an assembly room surrounded 
by storage spaces, lockers, and 
classrooms.  The dome has 
round plastic skylights, and a 
roof ventilation fan is located in 
the center of the dome.  A glass-wall vestibule attaches the round building to a rectangular brick office area.  
Two out buildings complete the complex.  The building was designed to harmonize with other structures 
built in the area at this time.  Although the design garnered much praise, another armory has never been 
built using the same design.  Detailed plans are included with the nomination form on the national register 
website: https://npgallery.nps.gov/nrhp

In 1974, Old Tower Two, located about two 
miles northwest of Lawton, was added to the 
register. Constructed of concrete, the tower 
is 10 feet in diameter and 30 feet high.  It was 
built in 1911 by the School of Fire for Field 
Artillery to observe firings, and was in use until 
1918, when observation balloons and airplanes 
replaced it as observation platforms.  In 1917, 
Camp Doniphan was established in the area 
for training of the 35th Division before it was 
shipped overseas.  Among officers trained at the 
facility was President Harry S. Truman, then a 
lieutenant of Field Artillery.

Also built in 1911 was the General Officers 
Quarters, also known as the Patrick Hurley 
House, at 1310 Shanklin Circle on Fort Sill.  
The three-floor house is a modified Spanish 
style, featuring stucco reinforced concrete 
walls, tile roof, wood floors, and a reinforced 
concrete foundation.  The five-bedroom home 
was designed to accommodate one officer and 
his family.  It also has three and one-half baths, 
living room, dining room, solarium, breakfast room, kitchen, maid’s room and bath, and eight porches.  The 
house has been updated and modernized over the years, but the original appearance of the exterior is 
unchanged.  Many families have occupied the home, and it has been the residence of post commanders, 
commandants, and assistant commandants of the Field Artillery School.  It has served as a regimental home, 
group home, brigade home, visiting general’s quarters, and a corps artillery home. The home was added 
to the historic register in 1974.

Old Tower Two, Lawton Vicinity
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Also added in 
1974 is the Henry 
Post Air Field, located 
on the south side of 
Post Road at Fort Sill.  
The original portion 
of the airfield was 
first used by aircraft 
in 1915, as a flying field 
and tactical station 
for the first air unit in 
the U.S. Service, the 
1st Aero Squadron.  
During World War 
I, two flying schools 
were active at the 
field, and it remained 
in use by the Air 
Service until 1942, 
when Army Aviation 
was established.  The first Aero Squadron conducted observation experiments of artillery fire.  The first 
aerial mosaic was made by the squadron using a Brock automatic camera.   The field was named in memory 
of Lt. Henry B. Post, 25th Infantry, who was a pioneer military aviator killed in an airplane accident near San 
Diego in 1914, while attempting to set an altitude record. The school for Aerial Observers was established 
at the field in 1918 and employed both balloons and fixed-wing craft.  The World War I era hangar was 
demolished due to advanced deterioration, but the balloon hangar built in 1934, remains on the 10-acre site.

Balloon Hangar at Henry Post Army Airfield, Fort Sill

The upcoming January 2018 issue of the Forum will finish the tour of Comanche County.

General Officers Quarters, Fort Sill


