The mission of the Ad Valorem Division of the OklahomaTax Commission is
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner:
1997 and 2010”

Oklahoma =4
Ad Valorem

irector’s Notes:

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year,and Holiday Wishes from the AdValorem Division. Hope that everyone
is enjoying this time of year and getting to see family and friends and participating in all the fun things going
on in December.

The State Board of Equalization had a good session for its December I,201 | meeting. We reported on
the results of the Equalization Study and the Annual Valuation, the fee schedule report was made by State
Auditor Gary Jones.The report on a review of the Equalization and Annual Valuation studies was discussed
with a further report December 20,201 I.

The Board accepted the Ad Valorem Division’s findings on the Equalization Study. The State Auditor and
the Ad Valorem Division have issued orders on the two counties working on their compliance status. The
Board amended the recommendation on Caddo County to make it clear the county needs to make progress
to resolve its compliance issues by June 15,2012 or be placed at Category 3.

Improvement and concern letters will be out about mid-January 2012. Please discuss those letters with
your assessment and equalization analyst assigned to your county, Glen Blood or Joe Hapgood. The letters
are an early warning and a reminder to focus your efforts on good values, good records and good assessment
practices. Many of these letters have reported the same problem for several years in a row without any
progress, and they may become compliance issues.

The Business Personal Property Guide for 2012 will be posted on the web site.We expect to finalize it by
January |,2012 after the Commission reviews the final draft and comments.We’re pleased with all the input
that we've had this year from industry, county assessors,and ad valorem recipients.Thanks go to Larry Rawlings
and the Personal Property Section staff Patty Heath, Doug Brydon, and Paula Gibson for their efforts.

For the new assessors who came in last year, it is amazing their first year in office has already passed. I'm
sure that they’ve all found it interesting and challenging. There are many little things about the ad valorem
system that aren’t exactly covered in the County Handbook, right?

As the year ends, we're reminded that it’s about the people, not the other stuff. County assessors and
deputies, county treasurers, company taxpayers, and Center for Local Government Technology, Cooperative
Extension, the County Assessors’ Association and the Oklahoma Tax Commission have all continued a solid
working relationship in the last few years.We're looking forward to more of the same in 2012 regardless of
the changes that lie ahead. Thanks to everyone for helping us complete all the year end reports.
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We appreciate the hard work of all county assessors and deputies working to improve the Oklahoma
ad valorem system.We've accomplished some good things this year, but we can always do better and achieve
more.That’s the challenge for the coming year. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Sincerely,

Jeff Spelman, CAE
Ad Valorem Division

PS. “Make a realistic list of what you want to accomplish each day, then save it so that you lauygh later
and realize how hard it is to plan in a crazy world of ambushes and unexpected twists and turns. "Anwar
Caddo, Ad Valorem FPhilosopher who thanks Harold Dominic for the idea.

PS. Good luck to Fred Argo who’s headed to work for the Pottawatomie County Assessor.WVe all
appreciated Fred’s calm demeanor, good work effort, and his willingness to assist everyone in his counties
as well as his coworkers in the Ad Valorem Division.

One of the consequences of the
State’s effort to centralized I.T. functions
is the centralization of resources on the
web. If you go to the State of Oklahoma’s
official web site, www.ok.gov, you can
get almost anything you want. Included
in that is a “one-stop” page that lists
various mapping resources created and
maintained by various state agencies.

To get to the mapping, click on the
“eServices” tab and then click on the
“Maps” option in the pop-up list. Once
you do that, you get a list of over a dozen
different options. Some of these links
bring you to “Google” style maps with
data overlays. Other links will take you
to various sources of GIS data.

Have fun. Explore what’s out there.
As time goes by, more and more things
will be added to make this more of a
“one-stop” site.

Remember:. As we continue to
succeed in doing more with /ess, soon
we will be expected to be able to do

everything with no time or resources
at all!

/= welcome to Dklahoma's Official Web Site - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by Dklahoma Tax Commission
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County Computer Coordination Committee
“4C” December Meeting

Chairman Gerald Sherrill conducted the 4C meeting on December I, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. in the Ad
Valorem Division office.

The new CAMA update has been completed in all counties with no problems. A quick fix has been
installed to the TTP detail screen and which now operates as it did previously. Version 7.0.5 is to be
replaced shortly. There are two VALX errors: (1) statval.net and (2) feedval.net. Those options are for
other programs that Oklahoma does not use, but are used by other states. The operator can click through
them. Click “ok” twice and it will run ValX. The buttons are not working correctly to retrieve the State
Land Reimbursement Report.

Regarding the topic of value over-ride, remember that if there is no value start date and value delete
date, the system will not run a value over-ride. When extracting values, the entire process must be
accomplished on the same computer. The operator cannot run CAMA on one computer and the AA
functions on another.

The AA version 3.1.2 will remain in place for a while. Some reanalyzing will be done to see what might
be needed next. The print screen issue is not occurring all the time.When clicking “print this”, the print
screen has submerged behind another screen, but it is not locked up. Most of the time is it on the task
bar. The user can minimize the screen, or move it slightly to the left, which will expose the print screen;
then click on the print screen and it will resurface.

CCAP conducted a Tax Information Bus (TIB) webinar which was attended by 30 to 40 people. Some
were having difficulties with the system but those issues were solved. At times FileZilla did not remember
the port number which may have been caused by a certain version of FileZilla. If so, the problem will
eventually go away.

Again, counties are reminded when buying computers do not purchase the 64 bit. The “restore” CD
can be difficult when trying to get the computer to convert to a 32 bit. If necessary to do, it should be
done before the data records are transferred to the new computer. Instead of purchasing from the state
contract, one assessor experienced a 25% savings by going to another vendor.

As an aid in issuing ag exemption cards, it was suggested a property owner should be required to
furnish a Schedule F This has been tried previously, and it brought difficulties. It was suggested that the
idea be taken to the legislature and see if something could be done to make this workable.

The next meeting date is set for January 10,2012 at 10:00 a.m. in the Ad Valorem Division.

Assessors’ District Meetings Set for 2012

May 4: N.E. District:
Delaware County (Leon Hurt)

May I'l: S.W.District:
M a r '< Jackson County (Gerald Sherrill)
May 18: S.E.District:
O u r Pottawatomie County (Troyce King)
C l e n d r May 25: N.W.District:
- a a e Major County (Donise Rogers)
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Manufactured Home Titles Obsolete in exas

The OTC Motor Vehicle Division has been advised that, since September 201 [, the State of Texas
no longer issues titles on new or used manufactured homes. This is causing some confusion among the
Oklahoma County Assessors when putting homes on the tax rolls and issuing OTC Form 936.

Titles have been replaced by a document named Statement of Ownership and Location. The following
is an excerpt from the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs link.

Effective September 1, 2003, all outstanding documents of title are considered to be Statements of
Ownership and Location (SOLs).

What is the difference between an SOL and a title? Before Senate Bill 521 (SB 521) took
effect in June 2003, manufactured home ownership was evidenced by a Certificate of Title. When the
ownership of a home changed, an application for title transfer had to be submitted to the Manufactured
Housing Division (Department), and a new title would be issued.VWhen a home became real property or
was declared for business use or salvaged, the title was cancelled, and the tracking of the ownership of
the home by the Department ceased.

After June 2003, SB 521 replaced the Certificate of title with the Statement
of Ownership and Location (SOL).The SOL is a statement of the information contained in the Department
official record for a manufactured home. Because the SOL simply confirms the Department official record,
no document of title is needed to evidence ownership. If the Department record states that someone owns
a manufactured home that record is conclusive evidence of such until and unless the record is changed.

All mobile or manufactured home SOLs in the State of Texas are issued by the Manufactured Housing
Division headquarters in Austin.

The following link goes directly to the Texas website that may be helpful in answering questions. If you
Google “Affidavit of Ownership Texas Manufactured Home”, several things will pop up that may be helpful.
The following link connects with the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs manufactured
home information page:

http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/mh/ownership-location.htm

Vicki McCartney, OTC Motor Vehicle Division, may help with other questions concerning this change.
Her e-mail address is vmccartney@tax.ok.gov.

Focus on Cotton County

Located in southwestern Oklahoma,
Cotton County is bordered on the south
by the Red River.The Great Spanish Trail ran
through the southern portion of the county.
Traders Holland Coffee and Able Warren
occupied posts there. Many explorers
traversed the county’s Red River valley,
including Francisco Vasquesz de Coronado
(1541) and Captain Randolph B. Marcy
(1852).

In 1855 a Choctaw-Chickasaw
agreement held that they would lease a
part of their land, to the United States for
the Wichita and other Plains tribes. After
the 1867 Medicine Lodge Treaty the area
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Cotton County Courthouse corner stone establishes its construction
date as 1926. Cotton was the last county created in Oklahoma.

Continued on page 5...
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became part of the Kiowa-Comanche-Apache
reservation which was the last Indian land
opening. Comanche County was one of the 3
counties later organized from this land.In 1906,
the western part of the county known as “Big
Pasture” was opened and its half million acres
sold in 160 acres tracts to the highest bidder.

After the lands opened, the present area of
Cotton County was part of Comanche County.
In 1910 area residents tried to form a smaller
county, to be called Cache, but the proposed
election was ruled illegal. In 1912 they voted
on the idea again and succeeded, choosing the
name Cotton, for the district’s prevalent crop,
from a list of choices. Cotton was the last
county created in Oklahoma.

Gov. Lee Cruce assigned Randlett as
the temporary county seat until an election
could decide on a permanent location for
government offices. On November |4 voters
designated Walters over a proposed plan that
would place a new town, Paris, in the county’s
center.

Local agriculture was diversified as early

Power Gas & Light building in downtown Temple.

as 1915, with cotton, wheat , and corn. Production of corn subsequently dwindled and was replaced with
oats. In 1916 Cotton County ranchers and farmers ran cattle, owned milk cows and swine. Poultry later
achieved importance as an agricultural industry.In 1997 the county held 69,988 cattle and ranked eleventh

in the state for poultry sold.

In the late 1910s an oil and gas boom hit the area, spilling north from the Burkburnett field in Texas.
Wildcatters drilled throughout the county, but the Walters field produced the only marketable commercial
success. In September 1919 the area averaged thirty-four hundred barrels of oil a day. In 1920 this field
had 290 producing wells, of which 32 were gas. The county’s southern portion took advantage of its

proximity to larger oil pools, with Devol
hosting refineries, pumping stations, and
pipelines.

Although most business and industry
revolved around agriculture (mills, gins,
creameries, grain elevators, and a poultry
company), a large retail outlet made a
significant financial presence. Temple’s B.
& O. Cash Store, said to have opened
in 1906, not only drew customers from
the surrounding counties and Texas, but
shipped merchandise throughout the
United States. In 1929 owners Bob and

- o 2 v
EHOWING SECTION OF LADIES APPAREL DEPARTMERT, B & O CASH STORE, TEMFLE, OKLA

Ortho Mooney sold the business to Sears Postcard of ladies clothing department in the B. & O.Cash
and Roebuck, which operated the store Store. Opened in 1906, it sold to Sears & Roebuck in 1929 and

until it closed in 1954. was closed in 1954.

Continued on page 6...
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Nestled between twin creeks the county
seat was organized onAugust 6, | 901 under the
original name of McKnight, Indian Territory. The
name came from Major H.D.McKnight, Registrar
of the Land Office in Lawton.Application for a
post office was made,and it was determined that
a town in Harmon County (old Greer County)
had already taken the name of McKnight. Since
Major McKnight had a son named Walter,
and William R.Walter was a prominent local
resident, the town was named “Walter”.The “s”
was not included on the post office application,
so the post office was named Walter.

The city finally grew large enough to meet
the requirements for a government patent, and
one was granted in June 1904. Shortly Cotton
County was officially formed, another election

i L T U
Walters fire truck from 1929.

was held to determine if Walters or Temple would become the county seat,on December 2, 1912,Walters
won by 282 votes.The names of Walter and Walters were used interchangeably and confusingly until in June

of 1917 when an
application
was made
to Congress
to officially
change the post
office name to
Walters.

In 1910
the town had
three banks, two
newspapers,
four hotels,
and all other
retail amenities,
including a farm
implement store,
for a growing
populace
in an active

The Cotton County Poultry Company served the area’s large contingent of turkey growers.

agricultural region. By 1918 four cotton gins, two grain elevators, a flour mill, a feed mill, a creamery,and a
number of livestock brokers served the area farmers.The town also had a cigar factory,a municipal lighting
plant and water works,and telephone connections furnished by Southwestern Bell Telephone Company. In
the late 1910s speculators drilled oil and gas wells in northwestern Cotton County,and Walters developed

as a service and supply center for the industry.

Ranching, wheat, cotton, and oil continue as economic staples in the county.

Walters is home to two museums, both open by appointment. The Cotton County Museum holds
tools, housewares, cook stoves, medical equipment and other community artifacts dating from Oklahoma’s
territorial days, while the 1920 Rock Island Depot offers Comanche Indian artists’ frescoes paintings

documenting the history of the area.

Continued on page 7...



Oklahoma Ad Valorem

FORUM

Volume XX, Issue XII @® December 2011

Continued from page 6 “Focus on Cotton County”...

Walters hosts several special events each
year, starting with

Gallery on the Green - annual arts
and crafts show is sponsored by the
Oklahoma Arts Council and the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Comanche Indian Powwow —annual event
offers a modern blend of dance, family
reunions and festival activities
Round-Up Club Rodeo — a 3-day event
highlighted by the Round-Up Rodeo
Parade.

A number of well-known people hail from

or resided in the Walters area.

Doyle Parrack (Basketball National
Champion,NBA player, renowned
basketball coach)

Oliver Willham (President of Oklahoma
State University 1952-66)

Jed Johnson (Oklahoma) (Politician)
operated a law firm

Fred R. Harris (U.S Senator) born in
Walters

Pepper Martin (American professional
baseball player)

Abe Lemons (basketball coach of
Oklahoma City University, hailed as one
of Oklahoma’s all-time great coaches)
graduated from Walters High School
Several of the World War Il Comanche

"Code Talkers" hailed from the Walters vicinity.

Rock Island Depot in Walters, Oklahoma.

Van Heflin — (Motion picture star) bornVWalters,attended Classen High School in Oklahoma City and
the University of Oklahoma; won an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his performance
in Johnny Eager (1942); best-known film was the 1953 classic western Shane; last major role was in

Airport (1970).

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in Walters are:

Cotton County Courthouse
First United Methodist Church
Walters Rock Island Railroad

GIMARRON

TEXAS

BEAVER

Cotton County Demographics

Population: 6,614
Area: 656 square miles
2010 Real Property Net Assessed Valuation: $26,306,617
2010 Personal Property Net Assessed Valuation: $3,306,250
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