The mission of the Ad Valorem Division of the OklahomaTax Commission is
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
Ad Valorem

irector’s Notes:

“Take me back to Tulsa”... goes the old Bob Wills’ song and we were in Tulsa again for our Annual
Conference 2008. This was the 64th Anniversary of the educational conference which wrapped up last Friday,
and all the sessions went very well.

If they were giving away Olympic medals, the conference might have earned the gold. County attendance
was great. By Teresa Strawther’s actual count, we had over 456 hard working students. We also had some
great instructors, new technology demos, and two great social events sponsored by the County Assessors’
Association.

This was the best year in a long time for participation by SBOE members. Lt. Governor Jeri Askins, who is
extremely knowledgeable about county government, gave a terrific presentation on her perspective on the ad
valorem system. Secretary of Agriculture Terry Peach, who knows the ad valorem from top to bottom from
his experience as a school board member, was present at his first conference and had some good remarks
on his experiences on the State Board of Equalization. Our newest member, State Auditor Steve Burrage
talked with the group for his first time as newly appointed to the Auditor position which is vitally important
to county government. We also had Daron Fredrickson of Chesapeake who attended as President of the
Oklahoma Association of Tax Representatives.

Special thanks are in order for Tulsa County Assessor Ken Yazel for the appearance by the Marine Junior
ROTC Color Guard. Major Jerry W. Swetston and young people in the Color Guard added a lot to the
ceremony. (The two young ladies in the Color Guard are daughters of Ken Yazel.)

We also got to see the latest “graduating class” of initial and advanced accreditation students. Accreditation
is a significant accomplishment. As everyone who’s taken the classes and tests knows, accreditation involves
work and dedication especially as the ad valorem system changes, grows, and often becomes more complicated.
Thanks to Gary Snyder and Doug Warr for their efforts in accreditation as well as their class on mass
appraisal.

The more things change, the more they are the same. State Auditor and Inspector’s computer folks
have been moved to Center for Local Government Technology (CLGT), but we still have the same “team”
members in place: the officers of the County Assessors’ Association, Oklahoma State University, Oklahoma
Tax Commission Motor Vehicle, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Conservation Commission, and Oklahoma
Tax Commission Legal Counsel’s office. Thanks also to Jim Kelley for his presentation on new legislation.
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But most of all, | appreciated all the county assessors and deputies who worked so hard throughout the
week. It is difficult to juggle back-to-school plans, family vacations, and travel to Tulsa during a busy time of
year. We appreciate the effort, and | know all of county government does too. Continued on page 2...
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Continued from page 1 “Director’s Letter”...

Now that the conference is over, the Ad Valorem Division anticipates a busy fall with public service
distributions, CODA and County Assessors Association meetings. We'll also be completing software
updates, compliance visits, last of the equalization study work and training as well as preparing for the
County Assessors’ Association Annual Convention. On behalf of the Ad Valorem Division, thank you for
the hard work during the conference.

Sincerely,
Jeff Spelman, CAE

P.S.“Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored.” Quote from Stanley T. Cimarron and Anwar Caddo,
famous Ad Valorem Philosophers who borrowed the quote from Aldous Huxley.

August “4C” Committee Meeting

Chairperson, Debbie Gentry, called the County Computer Coordination Committee to order at 3:30
p-m. on August 5,2008, in the Cypress Board Room of the Marriott Southern Hills in Tulsa.

The CAMA staff is installing new SIC codes based on an updated list which provides a quick way to
find a code.

The AA staff’s move to CLGT at Oklahoma State University is complete, the staff is settled in to the
new location, and all is going well. They are checking with counties to determine if all have the latest
versions of software. Information will be presented at the OTC conference regarding how pictures affect
AA, document scanning, timelines, and some “what if” and “how to” scenarios. This information will be
included on the conference CD.

The committee noted its appreciation to the State Auditor and Inspector’s office for all it has done to
help the counties in the past and anticipate its many services will continue to be beneficial.

Several counties have experienced some internet problems which stem from Cox Cable. Some DNS
setting numbers are no longer good. The AA staff knows how to fix it. The staff will be helping with the
installation of the CAMA update.

The new ag land value requirement created by SB 176 needs some additional details in order to be
implemented. Todd Mathes will check with the State Treasurer to ascertain a definition of the land involved
and clarification of what is required. Then he will appoint a committee to review the requirements so
a process can be designed to ensure all are doing it. It is important that it be done correctly as it will
generate revenue.

There was discussion about charging for information sent by e-mail. This could become a time-
consuming effort. If charges are instigated for e-mail transmitted data, be sure the charges are posted in
the assessor’s office as well as in the clerk’s office.

The next meeting date was set for Wednesday, September 10, at 10:00 a.m. in the Biltmore Hotel in
Oklahoma City. It will be held in conjunction with the fall CODA meeting.

Health Update

Robert McAdoo (former Comanche County Assessor and currently with County Records) suffered
a heart attack while at the OTC conference in Tulsa.
It was believed he would have surgery on August 8, but that did not occur. Further treatment
options are pending.
If you'd like to send him a card, here’s his address:
123 N.W. Talisha Trail
Cache, Oklahoma 73527
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Are you ready for the new aerial photos!? It has
been two years since the last set. It has been four
years since the last set of aerial photos that the
free ArcExplorer program could read. It has been
five years since the last one-meter resolution aerial
photos.

Are you ready for the 2008 Farm Services
Administration aerial photo?

So far, we have downloaded 45 counties. These
counties are pretty much everything east of Sapulpa —
and west of Clinton.We have downloaded the free TatukGIS, a viewer to replace ArcExplorer, that can
read the 2005, 2006, and 2008 aerial photos.

Just to get you really drooling, here is a foretaste of the new 2008 aerials compared to the 2006 aerials
(the last set) and 2003 aerials (the last one-meter set).

Remember:Again, usually, the only thing holding us back is ourselves.

Southern Hills Marriott Southern Hills Marriott

Tulsa, Tulsa County - L . Tulsa, Tulsa County
2006 FSA aerial photo & - 2007 FSA aerial photo | -

Fires Reveal Omitted Property

Recent fires in Mendocina County, California have exposed properties not listed on the tax
rolls.

Greenhouses, barns, garages, and residences have been discovered, many in remote areas and
behind locked gates.

The county is considering hiring a firm to take new aerial photos to aid in discovering properties
built without permits which escaped taxation. Previously the county only used aerial photos to verify
what was reported.

In the past 7 to |0 years, building in rural areas has increased 300%, much of which was not on
the tax rolls.
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Tax Break for Renovated Structures

The city of Syracuse, New York is giving a tax break on dilapidated properties which are purchased

and renovated into livable structures.

To get things moving, the Syracuse Department of Assessment has a handful of houses it will seize

and sell for $1 each.

If the renovated structure meets the green building standards, it receives a 14-year tax break; otherwise
the renovation would receive a |0-year tax break.

Since abandoned structures are often vandalized, house criminal activity and sometimes set on fire,
neighbors are thrilled as this will rid their streets of longtime eyesores and provide additional housing.

Focus on Johnston County

Johnston County was created at statehood
and named for Douglas H. Johnston, governor
of the Chickasaw Nation. The county seat,
Tishomingo, was named after the Chickasaw
Nation chief. The town served as the
Chickasaw Nation’s capitol.

The Great Chickasaw Nation has restored
the two-story granite building which was the
last council house of the Chickasaw at the time
of statehood. That building constructed in 1898
became the Johnston County Courthouse
following statehood. The Capitol Building is
now one of the finest cultural centers of the
area, housing early artifacts and the history of
the Chickasaw Nation.

The Bank of the Chickasaw Nation
Building, built in 1902, has been restored and
now contains the Johnston County Historical
Society Museum and Bank Museum. Both
buildings are open to the public and welcome
tours.

Johnston County is rich in history, having
had two governors from Tishomingo. Those
being the only father — son governors from
this fine state. They were William H. ‘Alfalfa
Bill’ Murray, 1931-1935; and his son Johnston
Murray, 1951-1955. Alfalfa Bill is the father of

Built in 1898, the old Johnston County Courthouse
now houses the history of the Chickasaw Nation and
other early artifacts.

The n;W courihouse was built in 1992.

our Oklahoma Constitution. and Johnston Murray is the only recorded Native American to have served
as governor of Oklahoma. Both are buried in the Tishomingo City Cemetery.

Major industries in the county are Martin Marietta Material; Unimuin; U.S. Silica; TXI; Tape-Matics; Scott
Pet Products Inc; Sundowner Trailers, agriculture and cattle operations.

Wildlife and recreational areas include the Tishomingo National Wildlife Refuge, The National Fish
Hatchery and Catfish Research Center near Reagan, and the Blue River Public Hunting and Fishing area.
Blue River is stocked with trout every fall and a trout fishing derby is held in February and November

each year.

Continued on page 5...
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Continued from page 4 “Focus on Johnston County™...

Tishomingo is the home of Murray State College, a two-year college established at statehood. Murray
State has a fine gun-smithing program, one of only three in the United States, and also has an applied
science in nursing program. Murray State is educating approximately 2025 students from all over south
central Oklahoma.

Notable natives include:
*  Bill Anoatubby, Governor of the Chickasaw Nation
*  Alfred P. Murrah, federal district judge
*  Neill Armstrong, Chicago Bears head coach, 1979-1982

Johnston County Demographics

Population: 10,500

Area: 639 square miles

2007 Real Property Assessed Valuation: $30,653,451
2007 Personal Property Assessed Valuation: $13,627,209
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Assessor Plans Four Day Week
to Ease Fuel Costs

“Easing rising fuel costs and saving money for taxpayers and our employees are among the reasons
our field appraisers will start a four-day-a-week-40-hour-work-week beginning in August. The rest of the
office staff will continue on a regular five-day schedule,” explained Oklahoma County Assessor Leonard
Sullivan.

“We have approximately 20 employees who will be able to work over a four day period and will be
able to spend more time in the field instead of having to stop what they are doing and come back the
next day to finish,” Sullivan said.

“These employees are currently reimbursed 58.5¢ a mile, up 8¢ a mile from earlier this year. At the
old rate for the most recent full month, these employees were reimbursed for a total of more than $3,000
for travel expenses. It’s our hope we may be able to reduce those costs,” Sullivan said.

“County and state road crews work on a four-day week which allows them to spend more hours
actually working on a project,” Sullivan said.

“We have a great staff of people in the assessor’s office who use technology to promote efficient
travel to visually inspect and ensure our records are accurate regarding the measurements and features
of property around Oklahoma County,” Sullivan said.

“It’s our hope by having our crews plan efficiently, they can spend more time in areas and help reduce
the related costs of transporting them to and from the field inspections. These are important savings. In
addition, our employees will save money by not having to drive to and from work for a day to help them
ease the costs of fueling their own vehicles,” Sullivan said.

“The assessor’s office has approximately 50 fewer employees than the Oklahoma Tax Commission says
would be required to perform the assessor’s duties in Oklahoma County. The savings from having fewer
employees, the savings from selling the county owned vehicles the assessor’s office used, and the savings
created by using advanced technology helps our office be more efficient and accessible,” Sullivan said.



