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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
     Ad Valorem

F O R U M
“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 

1997 and 2010”

Director’s Notes:

Continued on page 2...

It’s hard to believe the 72nd Annual Tax Commission Educational Conference for Assessing Officers is 
over, and in the history book.  We really enjoy seeing everyone at the Conference each year, and it’s always 
gratifying to see such large attendance numbers.

Between the Assessor’s Association activities, and all of the other exciting activities out on the town during 
the week, our group managed to squeeze in plenty of good social time, in addition to attending Conference 
sessions.

The Conference is a great time for each of you to network with your peers, share common concerns, ask 
questions, and gain knowledge.  It helps us come to recognize that we are in this ad valorem world together, 
and that other people can relate to our challenges, problems, struggles and triumphs as we go about our 
difficult work.

As with every Conference, some things went really well, and others did not.  Each year after the Conference, 
we spend a great deal of time reviewing Conference evaluation sheets, to learn what worked and what did 
not.  Additionally, we always appreciate the recommendations that we receive for future Conference topics.  
Much of what you see on the agenda each year is a direct result of these comments and suggestions.

A conference of this magnitude would not be possible without a host of dedicated and generous people, 
working hard to make it happen.  In addition to all of my coworkers at the Ad Valorem Division, I want to 
personally express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to all of our partners involved.

I am grateful to our State Board of Equalization members for their participation in our opening session, and 
for their comments.  It was great to have our Governor, Lt. Governor, Auditor and Inspector, and Superintendent 
of Public Instruction with us.  They did a great job.  It was also good to have IAAO President Elect Randy 
Ripperger, CAE, RES, with us at the Conference, and to get his perspective on the importance of education 
and professionalism in the assessment world.  Thanks to Roland Headley, OATR President, for attending the 
opening session and for his comments to the group as well.

I appreciate each of the Assessor’s Association officers, and all they do to help us.  Cathy Haynes, Randy 
Wintz, Pam Irwin, and Donise Rogers have been working hard all year for your Association, and we really 
enjoy coordinating with them as they handle a long list of tasks on your behalf. 

Our Conference Instructors always provide outstanding information in an interesting and professional 
way, and this year was no exception.  Thanks to Gary Snyder and Doug Warr for their class on statutory 
timeframes and ad valorem procedures, and CCAP’s Scott Warren Carol Bomhoff, Michael Challis, and Johnny 
Caldwell for the AA classes.
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“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

 With Steve Oliver With Steve Oliver

Ad Valorem Forum Mailing List:
If you have coworkers who would enjoy receiving this monthly publication, please send their email 
address to jbittner@tax.ok.gov.

Other instructors deserving special thanks include:  Suzanne Spears with the OSU County Training 
Program; Todd Holliday, Landmark CAMA; our panelists, and the OTC Motor Vehicle Division for their 
help with the manufactured homes session Wednesday morning.

We also are grateful for the assistance of Leisa Weintraub, Tulsa County for the exemptions session; 
Wade Patterson and Randy Ripperger, CAE, RES for their IAAO presentation Thursday morning; and Antonia 
Viens, MAI and Lisa Hobart, PPS,  for the outstanding appraisal topics during the week.

Finally, congratulations to the assessors and deputies who completed their initial or advanced 
accreditation requirements.  That’s a great achievement.  Under the statute, CLGT conducts the education 
and preparation of the courses; we get the honor of presenting certificates to our newly accredited 
assessment professionals at the Educational Conference.

Kind Regards,
Joe Hapgood, CAE
Ad Valorem Division Director

P.S. - “It ain’t what you don’t know that gets you into trouble. It’s what you know for sure that just ain’t so.”
- Mark Twain

Whoo, now that the August School is over, it’s time to take a break.  Well in my case, maybe not.  The 
rest of the year, my world is going to be turned upside-down.  Not only is our office going to be moving 
before the end of the year (date still to be determined), I have had an influx of requests for county visits.  
If you need to contact me, you can call, but chances are that I will be out of the office.  Please send me an 
e-mail: steve.oliver@tax.ok.gov .  I try to plan county visits on a first-come, first-served basis, but I also 
try and group my travel and utilize mileage wisely.  

Right now, most of my calls concern:  upgrading to ArcView 10, installing the new AG Calculator 
program, and reconfiguring after server upgrades.   When sending your e-mail, please give me a detailed 
description of what is going on, any questions that you might have, and (this is very important) whether 
the problem is keeping you from doing your required job.  I try and treat every case as if it is critical, but 
there are times when some issues are more critical than others.  

I look forward to meeting each and every one of you during my travels.  Remember, I am here to help 
you.  I am always looking for better ways of getting the job done.
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“Let’s Get Personal” Property
by Patty Heath

National Register Of Historic Places
Pottawatomie County
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This year’s Annual Educational Conference was a success.  There was positive feedback from all of 
the Personal Property Tracks this year.  Everyone seemed to enjoy, and get a bit of education from, the 
Business Personal Property 101.

Scheduling for the 5-Year Exempt Manufacturing inspections for September and October are almost 
all confirmed.  I will contact each assessor to inform them when I will be in their county, and offer an 
invitation to accompany us on the inspection.  The county is not obligated to go, but it may serve as a 
good “P.R.” visit to the site.

The Personal Property Schedule Public Hearing is slated for 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 22, 
2016 at our office, 3700 N. Classen Blvd., Ste. 200, in Oklahoma City.  All are welcome to attend.  

NOTICE:  The OSU Center for Local Government Technology (CLGT) will be receiving 
applications for a CLGT Specialist II position soon.  The position vacancy created by the resignation 
of Doug Warr is being processed by the OSU Human Resources Department and will be posted on 
the OSU HR website in the very near future. The application procedure is an on-line process with 
the HR Department.  If anyone is interested or has questions regarding the position and the application 
process, you can contact me by email at: gary.snyder@okstate.edu or by phone: 580-370-0355. 

CLGT Vacancy

Its’ iconic image turns up in 
wedding photos, vacation photos, and 
in all sorts of places on the internet: 
the Santa Fe Depot in Shawnee.  It is 
one of many buildings listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
Oklahoma.  While Oklahoma was still 
a Territory, the red sandstone building 
was constructed in 1902-1903 by the 
Santa Fe Railway on land purchased 
from John Beard.  It features a steep 
red-tile roof, a dome over the circular 
ticket office, a colonnade of rounded 
arches, and a medieval-looking watch 
tower.  Although the architect is 
unknown, the depot is in a Romanesque 
Revival style of the late 1800s.  The 
depot was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1974, to 
prevent it from being razed and replaced by a smaller, more utilitarian structure.  The depot is located at 
Main Street and Minnesota Avenue.

Santa Fe Depot - Registered June 5, 1974
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In Woodland Park, adjacent to the Pottawatomie 
County Court House at 300 N. Broadway (featured 
April 2009 in the Forum), Beard Cabin has been 
standing on its’ original site since 1892.  The cabin 
measures approximately 15 feet by 20 feet, and is 
a 1 ½ story log structure.  The mortared rubble 
stone foundation was reinforced with concrete 
in the early 1950s during restoration.  The cabin’s 
corners are constructed with square notching, and 
the chinking is a mix of the original, and concrete 
that was added during restoration.  Beard Cabin 
was the first house built in Shawnee.  Henry Beard 
came to the area in the late 1800s as a trader and 
constructed the cabin, which now sits in the middle 
of town.  Shawnee citizens established a municipal 
park around the structure in an effort to preserve 
it.  It currently houses a small museum containing 
historical artifacts.

Another home in Shawnee that is worthy of 
mention is the Governor’s Mansion, located 618 N. 
Park Street.  It was built in 1903 and chosen to be the 
official residence of the Governor, if Shawnee were 
chosen as the state capital.  Shawnee was one of 
only three cities that obtained the 5,000 signatures 
needed to be placed on the ballot 
to become Oklahoma’s state capital 
(the other two being Guthrie and 
Oklahoma City).  If Shawnee had been 
chosen, this house would have been 
donated for use as the Governor’s 
Mansion.  The name has stuck, and the 
house is a local landmark.  The three-
storied house features columns, bay 
windows, a balcony, and a turret on 
the third floor.

The historic district in downtown 
Shawnee is home to the Aldridge Hotel, 
located on the northwest corner of 
East 9th Street and North Bell Avenue.  
Known initially as the Hilton Phillips 
Hotel, the building was finished in 1929.  
The hotel has nine full floors, with a 
penthouse on top, making the 10-story 
building the tallest in downtown.  The hotel’s construction coincided with the oil boom in central Oklahoma 
and it continued to be recognized as a premier hotel through the 1940s.  It housed several businesses, a 
restaurant, coffee shop, cigar stand, barber shop, beauty parlor and even a local radio station.  It served 
as headquarters for the Chamber of Commerce, responsible for bringing the hotel to Shawnee, and was 
a business conference center and prime meeting location.  The building is an example of tripartite design 
with Neo-Classical Revival decorative details.  The hotel architect was Albon C. Davis, whose firm operated 
in Shawnee for nearly 50 years, and was responsible for designing a number of Shawnee’s major buildings.

Beard Cabin - Registered April 8, 1983

Governor’s Mansion - Registered January 21, 1983



Oklahoma Ad Valorem

FORUM Page 5

Mark
Your 2016
Calendar

CODA Meeting:
 • September 13-15:  Embassy Suites
   Norman

County Assessor’s Fall Conference: 
 • October 12-14: Wyndham Gardens Hotel
   S. Meridian Ave, Oklahoma City

Continued from page 4 “National Register of Historic Places”...
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When:   10:00 a.m.  Thursday, September 22, 2016

Where: 3700 N. Classen Blvd., Suite 200, Oklahoma City

Public Hearing for Business Personal Property Schedule 

Another prominent building in the Shawnee 
landscape is St. Gregory’s Abbey and College (now St. 
Gregory’s University), the state’s only Catholic institution 
of higher learning.  The original college, located at 1900 
W. MacArthur Drive, was added to the Historic Register 
in 1975.  The Order of St. Benedict hired architect Victor 
Klutho of St. Louis, who is known for his Tudor Gothic 
style.  Construction of the five-story structure was begun 
in 1912, and completed in 1915, when the school moved 
to Shawnee from Sacred Heart, 35 miles to the South.  
After the Sacred Heart fire of 1901, the Benedictines 
wanted the building to be fireproof.  Floors were made 
of concrete, and the walls are constructed of reinforced 
concrete.  The building is faced with a deep red brick from 
Coffeyville, Kansas.  Additional underground support is 
provided by surplus steel rails secured from the Rock 
Island Railroad.  When the building was modernized and 
renovated in the late 1960s, it was deemed too solid to 
demolish.  Known as Benedictine Hall, it currently serves 
as the college’s administration building and houses faculty 
offices, some labs and classrooms, and a library.  One of 
the buildings’ turrets was destroyed in 2011 by a 5.6 magnitude earthquake, with the other three receiving 
structural damage.  The turrets were repaired and blessed during homecoming celebration in 2013.

Aldridge Hotel - Registered June 2, 2000

St. Gregory’s Abbey
and College -

Registered
August 15, 1975


