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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
     Ad Valorem

F O R U M

Continued on page 2...

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 
1997 and 2010”

Director’s Notes:
April can be a pretty tough month in Oklahoma, but this year it’s basically unpredictable with radical 

temperature changes. Woodward County so far hasn’t had a repeat of last year’s April 15 tornado. County 
Assessor Mistie Dunn survived that tornado and her office made it through the year anniversary of that 
tornado. Just for the record, April 2011, Atoka County was dealing with the same situation. Let’s hope that 
the weather will be “uneventful” until we get through the last spring months of April and May. 

We have posted our Public Service draft Capitalization Rate Study for 2013 on the web site. This is our 
sixth year and we are pleased with the participation and interest we’ve had in the process.  We had a well-
attended Capitalization Rate Conference with several companies as well as county assessors in attendance. 

Public Service Section has appreciated the assistance from counties on checking properties which should 
be filed centrally.  It is always a good idea to check with the Public Service Section if you have some question 
as to whether a property should be filed locally or centrally.  It’s certainly easier to get the filing correct the 
first time rather than create potential problems for counties and schools if the filing is at the wrong level.  
Please check with Mike Isbell or the public service staff if you have any questions. 

Thanks to the County Assessors’ offices that have kept the Ad Valorem Division up-to-date on intangible 
filings.  It is a fast changing situation, and we appreciate your help in keeping local and central coordinated. 

We’re working hard on the 2013 Audit.  This audit will be a significant effort on the part of the Ad Valorem 
Division and County Assessors. Our staff was in last week and they’re really busy with the audit and requests 
from counties which have been making an effort to implement CAMA in their counties. 

I always enjoy the district meetings in May, and this year we’ll put quite a few miles of travel under our 
belts.  This year will be no exception to the variety of different types of “Oklahoma” that we’ll see. Roger Mills 
is a lot different than Washington County and the same can be said for Carter County and Kiowa County. 
It’s always interesting.  

 May  3 .............. Roger Mills County
 May  7 .............. OATR 
 May 10 ............ Kiowa County
 May 17 ............ Carter County
 May 24 ............ Washington County

Remember this is a required meeting under 19 O.S. Section 166. An absence without an excuse is subject 
to forfeiture of travel allowance for that month. If you cannot attend your district meeting, please make 
arrangements to attend a district meeting on another date.
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Continued from page 1 “Director’s Letter”...

Oklahoma Ad Valorem

FORUM Page 2

“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 
 With Troy Frazier With Troy Frazier

Receive the “Forum” by Email:
To receive the “Ad Valorem Forum” by email, please forward your email address to Cyndi Heath at 
cheath@tax.ok.gov.

The June State Board of Equalization meeting will be here before we know it.  Thanks in advance to 
everyone in the counties for all their hard work this year.  It has been a challenging year, and there is nothing 
like change to realize how complex the ad valorem system can be.

 Thanks to the counties for responding on short notice to the legislative information request on 
disposal wells.  We surveyed 53 counties with 319 permitted disposal well sites and received information 
from 47 counties on 234 sites. 

Jeff Spelman, CAE 

P.S.  How’s this for old fashion advice?  “Big obstacles that cannot be overcome can be defeated by attacking 
it one small piece at a time.”  Anwar Caddo, Ad Valorem Philosopher (2300 year-old writing borrowed from writer 
Roman Philosopher Plutarch). 

Just recently, the latest Oklahoma City, OK topographic map was added as the featured map on the 
USGS map website.  The current  map is located at http://nationalmap.gov/ustopo/index.html.  The historical 
map is located at http://nationalmap.gov/historical/index.html.

Oklahoma is one of the first two states finished in the second round of the United States Geological 
Survey’s planned 3-year revision cycle.  The statewide revision of 1,032 quadrangle maps replaces the 
previous version of Oklahoma’s “Topo” or “Quad” maps.  The older maps are now available on the USGS 
Historical Topographic Map Collection website (http://nationalmap.gov/historical/index.html). 

All current USGS “Topo” maps are available for free download from the National Map website at 
http://nationalmap.gov.  The USGS Map Store website is http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/usgs/maplocator.

New feature additions and improvements on the updated “Topo” maps include the following: 
 • Woodland tint derived from the National Land Cover Dataset
 • Fire stations & hospitals
 • State and county boundaries
 • Forest service boundaries
 • Commercial roads in lieu of census roads
 • Forest service roads and road numbers

The updated “Topo” maps are derived from key layers of geographic data found in the “National Map”, 
delivering visible content such as high resolution aerial photography (2010 NAIP), which was not available 
on older paper-based topographic maps.

I know that we would prefer 2013 aerial photography, but this is a good, free product. Check it out!

Also, I will continue to visit counties as they request assistance. If you need mapping assistance, let me 
know.  I will try to visit you as soon as I can.

Remember:  The problem with looking a gift horse in the mouth is that you’ll probably get kissed!

http://nationalmap.gov/ustopo/index.html
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/index.html
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/index.html
http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/usgs/maplocator/%28xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd&layout=6_1_61_48&uiarea=2&ctype=areaDetails&carea=%24ROOT%29/.do
mailto:cheath@tax.ok.gov
http://nationalmap.gov
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The mission of IAAO is to promote innovation and excellence in property appraisal, 
assessment administration, and property tax policy through professional development, 

education, research, and technical assistance.

IAAO Membership
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The International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO) is a nonprofit educational and research 
association of individuals in the assessment profession and others with an interest in property valuation. 
Membership is open to anyone and includes individuals working in government, private industry and 
academia, as well as members of the general public. Membership falls into one of four categories: Regular, 
Associate, Retired and Affiliate.

Key Reasons to Become a Member:

Education: Cost effective education programs help you meet the challenges of an increasingly 
complex career. IAAO offers a range of educational opportunities for the beginner to seasoned professional. 
Textbooks are known for their depth and quality of information.

Professional Designations: Receive certification that recognizes professionalism, and competency 
in matters regarding property appraisal and assessment for property tax purposes.

Peer Networking: Meet other assessment professionals to share common ideas, concerns and 
interests. Tap the IAAO brain trust with IAAO’s new on-line networking forum AssessorNET. Share and 
receive ideas at conferences and seminars. Locate other members through Member Look-Up.

Publications: Fair & Equitable and Journal of Property Tax Administration IAAO’s monthly and quarterly 
publications bring you up-to-the-minute perspectives and research on today’s assessment issues.

May 3: N.W.  District Meeting  (Teresa Morris, Roger Mills County)
 Location:  First United Methodist Church,  Cheyenne
 Registration fee:  $35.00
      Registration time:  8:00 a.m.         
 Meeting time:  9:30 a.m.

May 10: S. W. District Meeting  (Buddy Jones, Kiowa County)
 Location:  Western Technology Center, 1000 S. Bailey St., Hobart
 Registration fee:  $35.00             
 Guest:  $20.00
 Registration time:  8:30 a.m.        
 Meeting time:  9:30 a.m.

May 17: S. E. District Meeting  (Kim Cain, Carter County)
      Location:  Dornick Hills Country Club, 519 Country Club Road,  Ardmore
      Registration fee:  $35.00
      Registration time:  8:00 a.m.          
 Meeting time: 9:00 a.m.

May 24: N.E. District Meeting  (Todd Mathes, Washington County)
     Location:  Prairie Song (Old West Town), 402621 W. 1600 Road,  Dewey
     Registration fee:  $40.00
     Registration time:  8:30 a.m.           
 Meeting time:  9:00 a.m.

2013 Assessors’ District Meetings

http://www.iaao.org/sitePages.cfm?Page=75
http://www.iaao.org/sitePages.cfm?Page=75
http://www.iaao.org/AssessorNet/index.cfm
http://www.iaao.org/events/conference.cfm
http://www.iaao.org/directory/default.aspx
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ATAP Assessor Classes
Register for classes online at http://clgt.okstate.edu/atap.htm.

Data Collection of Residential Properties
OSU / CLGT,  Stillwater
May 7 - 9, 2013
Tue. & Wed. 8:30 to 4:30; Thu. 8:30 to 12:00 noon
Registration fee:  $20.00

Unit V, Personal Property Appraisal
Tulsa -  Hampton Inn Tulsa Central
May 21 - 23, 2013
Tue. & Wed. 8:30 to 4:30; Thu. 8:30 to 12:00 noon
Registration fee: $20.00

Unit VI, Cadastral Mapping
Tulsa - Hampton Inn Sand Springs
June 11 - 14, 2013
Tue 1:00 to 4:30;  Wed & Thu 8:30 - 4:30
Fri. 8:30 to 12:00 noon
Registration fee: $20.00

Unit VII, Ag Land Valuation
Tulsa - Hampton Inn Tulsa Central
June 26 - 27, 2013
Wed 8:30 - 4:30;  Thu 8:30 - 12:00 noon
Registration fee: $20.00

Unit I, Introduction to the Assessor’s 
Office
Norman - Hilton Garden Inn
July 16 - 19, 2013
Tue 1:00 to 4:30; Wed & Thu 8:30 - 4:30
Fri  8:30 - 12:00 noon
Registration fee: $20.00

Unit II, Real Property Appraisal
Norman - Hilton Garden Inn
August 13 - 16, 2013
Tue, Wed & Thu 8:30 to 4:30;
Fri  8:30 - 12:00 noon
Registration fee: $20.00

Annual Educational Conference
August 6-9:  

Tulsa Marriott Southern Hills Hotel & 
Conference Center

Library Services: Access to a research library featuring 10,000 volumes of literature and over 600 
periodicals.

Members-only Access and Discounts: Receive special rates on publications, text books, 
technical standards, seminars, and conference registration. Utilize special sections and resources on the 
IAAO Website including access to the library through LibraryLink and the Glossary for Property Appraisal 
and Assessment.

Leadership Opportunities: Become an author in one of IAAO’s publications. Help shape industry 
policies by volunteering for a committee, or consider running for the IAAO Executive Board.

To Join IAAO, go to www.iaao.org.

http://www.iaao.org/sitePages.cfm?Page=75
http://clgt.okstate.edu/atap.htm
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Focus on Caddo County
On August 6, 1901, after the 

Comanche-Kiowa- Apache Reservation 
was allotted, the surplus lands were 
opened to non-Indian settlers.  By the 
designated auction date, approximately 
5,000 prospective buyers were living 
in a tent city called “Rag Town” on the 
east edge of Anadarko.  Before opening, 
Anadarko had been surveyed as a county 
seat for the newly created Caddo County.

Stores and eating-places had been set 
up in tents and did a thriving business for 
weeks.  In fact, three weeks before the 
land opening, a bank had set up business 
in a tent.  Liquor had been brought in 
by way of railroad.  Some 20,000 people 
were there for the opening day auction sale, which was held on the courthouse square.  

Not more than one business and one residential lot could be sold to an individual.  The sales of lots 
brought money to be used for building bridges, improving roads, and constructing a courthouse not to 
exceed $10,000 in cost. All terms were cash.

Although some 20,000 were present 
for opening day, the population dwindled 
to 2,190 in 1907.

According to historian George Shirk, 
the county is named for the Caddo tribe 
and the word stems from kaadi meaning 
“chief.”  The county seat, Anadarko, 
acquired its name when the post office 
was established in 1873.  Most agree the 
name came from the Nadarko (Nadaco) 
Indians, a branch of the Caddo, with the 
“A” added by clerical error.  It means 
“place of the bumblebees”.

Initially, county government was 
administered under a tent on the courthouse square in Anadarko.  Late in 1901 a one-story, wood-frame 
building was constructed, and a second story was added in 1902.  That year construction started on a 
three-story, brick courthouse which bears a distinct resemblance to the courthouse in Kiowa County.  
This building served the county until 1958, when it was replaced by a two-story structure built by Barbour 
and Short Company.  

During the 1870s, schools were established for American Indian children by the Quaker Indian agents 
and by Methodist, Presbyterian, and Catholic missionaries.  Following the 1901 land lottery, non-Indian 
children attended subscription schools until taxes could be assessed and collected to support public schools.  
At the turn of the twenty-first century Caddo County had eleven school districts.

Agricultural pursuits have dominated Caddo County’s economic base. At 1907 statehood, 80 percent of 
the county was farm land.  The fertile river and creek bottom land provided rich nutrients for the principal 
crops of cotton, corn, wheat, alfalfa, broom corn, and kaffir corn.  Livestock included cattle, horses, mules, 

The old Caddo County Courthouse was built in 1901-1902. It was 
replaced in 1958 with the present courthouse.

The present Caddo County Courthouse located in Anadarko, Ok.
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swine, sheep, goats and poultry.  
In the early 1930s cotton gins, 
elevators and mills were in 
operation.  By 1950 peanuts, 
wheat, and alfalfa had become 
the major crops. The cotton oil 
mill became the Golden Peanut 
Company, and by 1960 Caddo 
County ranked first in Oklahoma 
for the production of peanuts. 

In 1927 the local cotton gins 
handled over fifty-five thousand 
bales, and the cotton oil mill 
crushed nineteen thousand tons 
of cottonseed. The number of 
Anadarko’s retail stores peaked 
at mid-century.  In 1951 ten 
dealers sold new cars. Western Farmers Electric Cooperative began generating electricity in 1950, and 
Sequoyah Carpet Mills was productive from 1973 until 2000.

In addition to agriculture, the petroleum industry has supplemented the economy. At Cement, oil 
fields were discovered in 1911, and by 1924 that field had one hundred producing wells.  In the 1930s the 
Magnolia Oil Corporation was the largest company in the Cement area.  The Anderson-Pritchard Refinery 
Company in Cyril stored the oil production from the Cement field.  In the early 1930s Anadarko had six 
oil service businesses. 

The earliest transportation 
routes in Caddo County 
included the California Road 
and military roads such as 
the route from Camp Supply 
to Fort Sill. At the turn of the 
twentieth century, railroads had 
crisscrossed the county.

Destroyed during the Civil 
War, the Wichita Agency was 
reestablished in 1871 on the 
north side of the Washita River 
to administer the affairs of the 
Wichita, Caddo, and other 
tribes. In 1878 this agency was 
consolidated with Fort Sill’s 
Kiowa-Comanche Agency. A 
subsequent move was made 
into buildings located south of 
the Washita on the present Anadarko townsite. 

Indian affairs have provided the second major support for Anadarko’s economy. Several office buildings 
and residences for employees were built before 1930 in what came to be called “Old Town.”  The completion 
of a post office and Kiowa Indian Agency buildings in 1936 provided additional office space. By the early 
1940s there were 116 agency employees.  In 2000 the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Health Service, and 
various tribal offices employed 540 people. 

Anadarko Light and Water Plant on the Washita River, circa 1910.

Amphlett Brothers Drug and Jewelry Store in Apache, OK was completed 
in 1903, and placed on the National Register in 1982.

Continued on page 8...
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Caddo County had 30,241 
residents at 1907 statehood.  
Unlike most Oklahoma counties 
which lost population in the 1930s 
due to the Great Depression, 
Caddo County reached its peak 
population of 50,799 during that 
time.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  G r e a t 
Depression, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s “New Deal” programs 
put the unemployed back to 
work. Among the projects in 
Caddo County were a Civilian 
Conservation Corps camp near 
Binger and the construction of 
the Anadarko National Guard 
Armory.

Located at Anadarko, the Riverside Indian School is the nation’s oldest federally operated American 
Indian boarding school and is one of four such schools remaining. Organized in 1871 it currently has nearly 
800 students from dozens of Indian nations attending grades four through twelve.  Admission requires a 
Certified Degree of Indian Blood.

Riverside’s history is a part of the Bureau of Indian Affairs federal boarding school system whose 
curricula generally emphasized agriculture to 1910, vocational education to 1960, academics and college 
preparation in the 1990s.

Caddo County  o f fers  many 
amenities. Outdoor enthusiasts can 
enjoy Red Rock Canyon State Park, 
Fort Cobb State Park, Fort Cobb Lake, 
Lake Chickasha, and Lake Ellsworth.  
The Southern Plains Indian Museum, 
Anadarko Philomathic Pioneer Museum, 
Indian City USA, National Hall of Fame 
for Famous American Indians, and the 
Delaware Tribe Museum offer exhibits 
relating to American Indians and regional 
history. 

Anadarko’s annual American Indian 
Expo showcases the arts, crafts and 
traditions of 14 Plains Indian tribes.  This 
event also features one of the largest 
American Indian parades in Oklahoma.  
Long championed as the first and only all-Indian operated cultural event of its kind, the American Indian 
Expo has garnered a wide variety of notoriety and acclaim over the years.  

A free event open to the public is the annual Wichita Tribal Dance, where one can witness breathtaking 
American Indian dance competitions as dancers whirl and stomp in traditional regalia to the heart-pumping 
beat of drums. Gourd dancers, war dancers and a color guard will participate.  Dance competitions will 
be open to Wichita Tribal members and their descendants.  

Apache State Bank building in Apache, OK, was constructed in 1902, 
and listed on the National Register in 1972.

The Provine Service Station, AKA Lucilles, is a landmark on 
Route 66. It was built in 1929 near Hydro, OK.

Continued from page 7 “Focus on Caddo County”...

Continued on page 9...
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Caddo County Demographics
Population: 29,600

Area: 1,286 square miles
2012 Real Property Net Assessed Valuation: $66,393,567

2012 Personal Property Net Assessed Valuation: $60,889,775

National Register of Historic Places in Caddo County: 

• Amphlett Brothers Drug and Jewelry Store, Apache
• Anadarko Downtown Historic District 
• Apache State Bank 
• Black Beaver’s Grave 
• Fort Cobb Site 
• Provine Service Station
• Randlett Park, Anadarko 
• Rock Mary, a prominent landmark on the California 

Trail, near Hinton
• Anadarko National Guard Armory
• Caddo County Medicine Creek Archeological 

District, Binger
• Stevens Rock Shelter, Gracemont

Famous Caddo County residents:

• Stephen Mopope (1898- 1974), acclaimed Kiowa 
artist 

• Black Beaver (1806- 1880),  Delaware Indian leader, 
scout and rancher

• Louis Weller (1904-1979) National Football League 
player

• Jim Thompson (1906-1977, Author and screenwriter
• Hugh McCullough (1916-1999) National Football 

League player
• Blackbear Bosin (1921-1980) Comanche-Kiowa 

artist
• Cal McLish (1925-2010) Major League Baseball 

player
• Ralph B. Hodges (b.1930) former Chief Justice of 

the Oklahoma Supreme Court
• Genta H. Holmes (b.1940) first United States 

Ambassador to Namibia
• Gary Nixon (1941-2011) national champion 

motorcycle racer
• Derrell Griffith (b.1943) former Major League 

Baseball player
• Richard Aitson (b.1953) a Kiowa Apache bead artist, 

curator, and poet
• Butch Huskey (b.1971) former Major League 

Baseball player

The Annual Wichita Tribal Dance, a 
free event open to the public, showcases 
breathtaking American Indian dance 
competitions. The next event is 8/15 - 8/18, 
2013 at the Wichita Tribal Park in Anadarko.

Anadarko's annual American Indian Expo 
showcases the arts, crafts and traditions of 14 
plains Indian tribes. It will be at the Caddo 
County Fairgrounds from 8/07 -8/10, 2013.

Continued from page 8 “Focus on Caddo County”...


