
TAX POLICY DIVISION

RICK MILLER, DIRECTOR

November 15, 2012

Re: LR -12 -011 Sales taxability of services

Dear

MISSION
PHONE ( 405) 521 -3133

FACSIMILE ( 405) 522 -0063

This is in response to your request for a determination whether your company' s services are
subject to sales tax in Oklahoma. Along with the facts presented in your correspondence
included is the general outline provided of the description, role, responsibilities and

qualifications of a confined space rescue team followed by our response thereto. 

FACTS

The services we will be providing in Oklahoma are Confined Space Rescue and conducting
safety training classes. A confined space team would most commonly be required when carrying
out works in high risk confined spaces however the need for a rescue team which is OSHA

required would be determined by the risk assessment. 

OUTLINE

What is a confined space rescue team? 

A confined space rescue team comprises of a minimum of two crew members. One of the

crew members will head the rescue team and act as top man while the other crew member
will be the person to enter the confined space and perform the rescue should the need

arise. A two man rescue team is the standard rescue team however depending on the area
size to be covered and the number of personnel that will be working in the confined space
a larger rescue team may be required. The size of the rescue team needed should be
identified in the risk assessment. 

When would a confined space rescue team be required? 

A confined space team, would most commonly be required when carrying out works in
high risk confined spaces however the need for a rescue team would be determined by the
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risk assessment. If you are unsure to whether a rescue team is required then we can risk
assess the site to determine this. 

What are the roles of a confined space rescue team? 

The confined space rescue team will issue a method statement, safe system of work and

rescue plan. The confined space rescue team will inspect the confined space immediately
prior to any works commencing to establish that the risk assessment, method statement, 

safety systems of work and rescue plan are valid and true at time of work commencing. 
The confined space rescue team will check that all personnel to be entering / working in
the confined space are trained and certified to the correct level. The confined space
rescue team will check all equipment to be used in the confined space is certified and is

in safe working order. The confined space rescue team will monitor all personnel entering
and exiting the confined space. The confined space rescue team will monitor the
atmospheric stability of the confined space and advise if additional precautions should be
taken or if works should be stopped. Should the need for the rescue team to perform a
rescue arise then the rescue plan will be followed and a rescue will be performed. The

confined space rescue team is then responsible for any personnel recovered from the
confined space until they are deemed fit or are passed onto a medical professional. There
will be at least one State level Paramedic of the two rescuers that will have the means of

immediate first aid and an AED on scene and will transfer care to the EMS that is taking
patient to the hospital if so deemed need be. 

For whom are the confined space team responsible for? 

The confined space rescue team is responsible for the safety of all personnel to be
carrying out work in the confined space. 

What are the qualifications that our confined space rescue teams hold? 

All of our Confined Space Rescue team crew members hold the following qualifications - 

Confined Space Rescue Training with certificates on file. All crew members are at least
EMT -Basic medical certified with at least one member in the team a Paramedic. 

Some crew members also hold the following qualifications — 

HAZ -MAT Technician, Structural Collapse, High Angle Rescue, Firefighter Basic, 
Intermediate, and Advance Certifications. All crew members are very versed in all fields
of expertise and certificates they hold. 

Rescue Equipment will be provided to site of Confined Space Standby. 

All cache of equipment will be in cargo trailers on site and equipment that' s used will be
assessed and made ready at risk analysis safety meeting with all supervisors. 

RESPONSE

Confined Space Rescue and safety training classes do not fall within one of the enumerated
transactions subject to sales tax under Section 1354 of Title 68 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 
However, purchases in Oklahoma of tangible personal property or taxable services to provide



Confined Space Rescue and safety training classes are subject to sales tax. ' Likewise, use tax is

due on tangible personal property when purchased out -of -state and brought into Oklahoma for
use or consumption. 2

Copies of the referenced statutory and administrative code provisions are enclosed. 

This response applies only to the circumstances discussed in your request of January 17, 2012. 
Pursuant to Oklahoma Administrative Code 710: 1- 3- 73( e), this Letter Ruling may be generally
relied upon only by the entity to whom it is issued, assuming that all pertinent facts have been
accurately and completely stated, and there has been no change in applicable law. 

Sincerely, 

OKLAHOMA TAX COMMISSION

Brenda J. Sul van

Tax Policy Analyst

Oklahoma Administrative Code 710: 65 -1 - 7 and 710:65 -19 -309
2 68 O.S. § 1402


