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Exporting a Data file to Excel from Report Writer 
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Open the REALPERS.TXR and click the New button. 
 

 
 
Give this report a Label and a Description.  Select freestyle for the report style. 
 

 
 
Click the Add file button and select AAMASTER then click the Next button. 
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Set line spacing to single, page margins to zero, landscape, then click the Finish button. 
The layout screen displays.  Delete the page header by right clicking in the Page Header band and select 
delete band. 
 

 
 
Change Orientation to Portrait 
(not landscape). 
 
 
 
From the top of the screen click 
Report then Page Layout making 
sure the top margin is set to zero, 
this is not.   
 
Click the OK button. 
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Your report should look like this.  No header band and the detail band at the top. 
 
Click the File Schematic icon and select Computed Fields then click the Add Computed Field button. 
 

 
 
Next start to create the fields you want in the export remembering that the Picture clause needs to be large 
enough for all the fields you are selecting but 255 is the largest it can be.  Build the list by clicking the 
Formula button. 
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Build your formula. 
 
CLIP( RPA:FULLPIDNUMBER ) & '!' & CLIP( RPA:OWNERNAME ) & '!' &  
CLIP( RPA:SCHOOLDISTRICT ) & '!' & CLIP( RPA:DEEDBOOK ) & '!' &  
CLIP( RPA:DEEDPAGE ) & '!' & FORMAT( RPA:DEEDSIGNEDDATE,@D2 ) & '!' &  
CLIP( RPA:TOTALMARKET ) 
 
When you are done click the OK button. 
 

 
 
Put in another computed field formatted as a date field to tell Excel this is a date. 
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Click Close. 
 
 
 
Next put the temp field on the detail band. 

 
 
Then move the detail band up to just under the temp field. 
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Add your sort order. 
 

 
 
Add your filter. 
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Close and save your report. 
 

 
 
Use Generic / Text Only, Portrait, and Source must be Cont. Feed – No Break. 
 
Click Preview. 
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When you get the preview screen, click the printer icon it will not actually print anything at this time. 
 

 
 
Save in ASCII or whatever folder you want.  Then name the file.  Use a DAT extension.  
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Start Excel, click open, go to the ascii folder and set files of type to All Files (*.*)  
Then click on your file and click Open 
 

 
 
If Delimited is checked then click Next 
 



 

 11 

 
 
Uncheck Tab and check Other then enter an “!” in the box next to Other. Remember the “!” (exclamation 
marks) we added in the formula, this is what you see in the data preview screen.  It is used as a way to 
separate the data fields. 
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Click on the fields if you want to change these settings, then click Finish 
 

 
 
Change the column data format to Date: then click finish. 
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And here is what you get. 
 
Works every time (or nearly so). 
 


