


How to Create a New Specialty License Plate 
 
There are two paths to creation of a new specialty license plate in the State of Oklahoma: 
Legislative Process and Direct Application. 
 
Legislative Process: A person wishing to create a specialty license plate showing support for an 
organization or cause will need to meet with a member of the Oklahoma Legislature and ask that 
member to introduce a bill authorizing creation of the specialty license plate.  
 
If the bill passes, members of the organization or cause will design the specialty license plate and 
submit the design to the Oklahoma Tax Commission. The Tax Commission will finalize the 
design and submit it for approval to the Department of Public Safety.  
 
Under Oklahoma law, no specialty license plate will be produced unless 100 pre-paid 
applications are submitted to the Oklahoma Tax Commission within 180 days of the effective 
date of the bill authorizing the specialty license plate. If 100 pre-paid applications are not 
received within the 180 days, the specialty license plate will not be produced. 
 
Most specialty license plate legislation goes into effect on November 1st of the year in which the 
bill authorizing the specialty license plate was passed. Organizations supporting a specialty 
license plate should submit their designs to the Oklahoma Tax Commission as early as possible 
to finalize the design prior to November 1st. 
 
On November 1st, the Oklahoma Tax Commission will begin accepting applications for the 
specialty license plate. 180 days later (approximately April 29th), if less than 100 pre-paid 
applications were received, the specialty license plate will not be produced. 
 
 
Direct Application: Any person can apply to the Oklahoma Tax Commission for creation of a 
specialty license plate.  
 
The specialty license plate should show membership in, or affiliation with, an organization or 
demonstrate support for an organization, group, or cause. 
 
The specialty license plate cannot advertise or endorse a product, brand, or service that is 
provided for sale and cannot promote any philosophy based on prejudice or that is contrary to 
state civil rights law. 
 
The person applying to the Oklahoma Tax Commission must submit 500 pre-paid applications 
for the specialty license plate at the time of application. 
 
 
 
Note: The fee for any specialty license plate that demonstrates support for an organization or 
cause must be $15.00. The fee for any specialty license plate that provides financial support to an 
organization or cause must be $35.00. 
 



SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS 
 
SIZES 
 
Measured edge to edge, automobile license plates are 6" X 12". The area available for designs measures 5.5” X 
11.5” 
 
For designs featuring an organization’s emblem on a contrasting background, the size of the organization's emblem 
may not exceed 3 1/2" tall and 3" wide and must be located in the center or on the left / right side of the plate. 
 
Designs may also be submitted which utilize the entire plate. In this case, the design will be the background and all 
alphanumeric characters will be superimposed over the design. 
 
The name of the organization may not exceed 1" X 6 3/8" and must be located on the bottom of the plate, between 
the bolt holes, as shown on the enclosed sample. 
 
LICENSE PLATE NUMBERS 
 
Each design will have a mixture of alphanumeric characters to be determined by the Oklahoma Tax Commission. 
Requests for specific prefixes and/or suffixes will be given consideration depending on availability. 
 
COLORS 
 
The words "OKLAHOMA" will be printed at the top or bottom of the plate in one (1) inch letters as shown on the 
template.  
 
The organization emblem may be printed with as many as 4 colors, using the CMYK Color Chart.  The Alpha-
Numeric characters must be 100% of one of the CMYK colors chosen.  
 
LETTERING OF THE ORGANIZATION NAME 
 
The organization’s name may be printed in a single or double line provided it does not exceed the allocated space 
designated on the enclosed sample. 
 
SUBMISSION OF DESIGN 
  
Once the design is complete it may be submitted to the Special Plates Section via email or mailed via US Postal 
Mail if using portable storage media.  
 
By E-Mail  
 1.  A copy of the design in Vector Graphic or Adobe Illustrator. 
 2.  A .jpg file of your design.   
 3.  A List the colors used for the plate using the CMYK Color Chart. 
 
By US Post Office 
 1.  A copy of the design in Vector Graphic or Adobe Illustrator on portable storage media. 
 2.  Three (3) color copies of your design.   
 3.  A List of the colors used for the plate using the CMYK Color Chart. 
 
 
ALL DESIGNS ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE DEPT. OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 






