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BOARD OF LICENSED SOCIAL WORKERS 
Minutes of the Meeting – January 13, 2006 

 
The Board of Licensed Social Workers met on January 13, 2006 at the office of the 
Board of Medical Licensure and Supervision, 5104 North Francis Avenue, Suite C, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The meeting was held in accordance with the Administrative 
Procedures Act and Open Meeting Act of Oklahoma.  
 
Members present:      Not present:  
 
Jeff Chace, Chair      Tim O'Connor  
Mary Jo Kinzie, Vice Chair  
Joy Leuthard, Secretary  
Toni Lempicki  
Elaine Eddens  
Robert Weeks  
 
Also present:  
 
Debra Schwartz, Assistant Attorney General 
Linda Edmondson, Board Consultant  
Kandi Hoehner, Administrative Staff  
Jan Ewing, Administrative Staff  
 

Noting that a quorum was present, Mr. Chace called the meeting to order at 10:05 
a.m. 

 
The hearing of Brenda Bause, LMSW was called.  Ms. Bause was not present 

nor represented by counsel; however, did respond to the complaint in writing.  Debra 
Schwartz, Assistant Attorney General appeared on behalf of the State.  Ms. Schwartz 
called the State's first witness, Susan Ward.  Ms. Ward is a licensed nurse and was the 
supervisor of Brenda Bause for approximately one year.  During that employment Ms. 
Bause admitted to having a sexual relationship with the caregiver of one of her patients 
and resigned.  This caused emotional harm to the client who had to relocate with another 
caregiver and resulted in a divorce of the caregiver involved in the relationship with Ms. 
Bause. 

 
State's Exhibit 1 was entered into evidence.  This is a written response dated June 

24, 2005 from Brenda Bause to the Complaint filed against her by the Board.  Ms. 
Schwartz called Kandi Hoehner, Administrative Assistant for the Board, as State's second 
witness.  Ms. Hoehner testified to the receipt of the above letter at the Board office. 

 
State's Exhibit 2 was entered into evidence.  This is a written response dated June 

26, 2005 from Vickie Caldwell, the caregiver of the client in the Complaint.  Ms. 
Hoehner testified that this letter was received the same day as the letter from Ms. Bause. 

 
State's Exhibit 3 was entered into evidence.  This is an e-mail from Ms. Bause 

dated January 8, 2006 stating she would not be in attendance at the hearing. 
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State's Exhibit 4 was entered into evidence.  This is an e-mail from Vickie 

Caldwell regarding the honesty of her relationship with Brenda Bause.  The State rested 
its case.  

 
Mr. Chace noted that Ms. Bause had not renewed her LMSW license and 

currently has a provisional license.  Mr. Weeks moved to enter into Executive Session.  
Ms. Leuthard seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.  Ms. 
Leuthard moved to return to Open Session.  Ms. Eddens seconded the motion and the 
vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 

 
Ms. Kinzie moved that the Board finds by clear and convincing evidence that Ms. 

Bause has violated provisions of Title 59 O.S., section 1266.1(A)(1), Board Rule OAC 
675:20-1-4(f) and NASW Code of Ethics 1.06 and 1.09.  The provisional license of Ms. 
Bause is to be revoked immediately and the Board refuses to issue or renew her expired 
LMSW license.  Ms. Leuthard seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative.  Staff was directed to report the action to DARS, Disciplinary Action and 
Reporting System. (Attachment 1) 

 
Jean Ann Dipboye-Collum appeared in support of her application for LCSW.  

Mr. Chace stated that upon his review of her application, the job description looked 
administrative.  A new job description has been submitted.  She was under supervision 
with Liz Ashton, the initial supervision contract beginning March 3, 1999 and finishing 
in 2002.  She is just now applying for a license.  Ms. Dipboye-Collum stated she was a 
Child Welfare Supervisor at DHS until September 30, 2005 at which time she retired.  
Mr. Chace stated that when working both clinical and administrative it sometimes takes 
longer than two years to obtain the clinical supervision.  Ms. Dipboye-Collum stated that 
supervisors at DHS are not considered administrative staff and that they were 
understaffed most of the time and she had to fill in.   Ms. Eddens announced she would 
recuse from considering this application.  Ms. Edmondson, Board Consultant, stated she 
now tells supervisees at DHS they should carry some cases and the supervision could 
take more than two years.  Ms. Ashton told the Board that Ms. Dipboye-Collum worked 
many hours and felt she did obtain the required clinical supervision.   Mr. Weeks noted 
that she was working under the Board guidelines at the time of her supervision and 
moved to approve her license.  Ms. Kinzie seconded the motion and the vote is recorded 
as follows: 

 
Jeff Chace    Yes  
Mary Jo Kinzie  Yes  
Joy Leuthard    Yes 
Toni Lempicki   Yes  
Elaine Eddens   Recuse 
Robert Weeks   Yes 
 
Debra Schwartz, A.A.G. left the meeting. 
 
 Ms. Lempicki asked about recusing.  Mr. Chace stated that if you know an applicant 
through work, you should recuse.  Ms. Lempicki ask what should be done if a Board 
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member has knowledge that the licensee/applicant didn't divulge.  Mr. Chace stated to 
recuse and leave the room. 
 
 The minutes from the November 7, 2005 meeting were reviewed.  Ms. Chace 
announced that Debra Schwartz, A.A.G. did report Wendy Wakefield to the District 
Attorney; however, they did not prosecute.  Mr. Weeks moved to approve the minutes.  
Ms. Leuthard seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
 The minutes from the December 2, 2005 meeting were reviewed.  Mr. Weeks moved 
to approve.  Ms. Eddens seconded the motion and the vote is recorded as follows: 
 

Jeff Chace   Yes  
Mary Jo Kinzie  Yes  
Joy Leuthard   Abstain 
Toni Lempicki   Yes  
Elaine Eddens   Yes 
Robert Weeks   Yes 

 
 The Board reviewed a request from Byrle K. Scarberry, LCSW for a waiver of 
continuing education.  He submitted a letter from the Veterans Administration stating that 
he is 90% disabled.  After discussion Mr. Weeks moved to table action on the request and 
obtain information on the disability that prevents him from obtaining CE.  Ms. Kinzie 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
 Maxine Duer, LCSW sent in a request for waiver of continuing education based on 
a medical hardship.  She has 16 ½ hours of category 3 hours.  Ms. Eddens moved to 
approve the request.  Ms. Kinzie seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative. 
 
 Lahoma Roebuck, LCSW sent in a request for waiver of continuing education.  She 
was told when she applied for a license that she would need 16 hours to renew, which she 
did not obtain.  Ms. Roebuck has a license in Maryland, however it would cost her more 
to get that CE approved here than to reapply for an Oklahoma license.  After discussion, 
Mr. Weeks moved not to grant the waiver, that she could use the Maryland CE that is 
approved by ASWB and must obtain the ethics requirement.  Ms. Kinzie seconded the 
motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
 The Board considered a request from Lynn Strate, LCSW for waiver of continuing 
education.  She passed the examination in December 2005 and needs eight hours of face 
to face CE.  She was unable to find any after December.  Ms. Lempicki moved to grant 
the waiver.  Ms. Leuthard seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative. 
 
 The next item on the agenda was a request from Terence Klein, LCSW requesting 
waiver of face to face continuing education.  Ms. Kinzie recused and left the room.  Mr. 
Klein stated in his letter that he moved to Cushing in the Spring and had been unable to 
get the required face-to-face hours.  Ms. Lempicki moved to not grant the waiver.  Ms. 
Leuthard seconded the motion.  After further discussion, Ms. Lempicki and Ms. Leuthard 
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withdrew the motion and second.  Mr. Weeks moved to grant the waiver and require an 
additional 8 hours of category 1 this year, making the total CE required to be 24 hours, 
with 16 in category 1.  The hours must be obtained by December 31, 2006 or the license 
will be revoked.  Ms. Eddens seconded the motion and the vote is recorded as follows: 
 

Jeff Chace   Yes  
Joy Leuthard   Yes 
Toni Lempicki   Yes  
Elaine Eddens   Yes 
Robert Weeks   Yes 

 
 Ms. Leuthard left the meeting. 
 
 A request from Kenneth Moore, LCSW for waiver of continuing education was 
reviewed.  Upon review, it was determined that Mr. Moore had obtained the required 
number of CE hours.  No action was taken. 
 
 John Biehler, LCSW requested a waiver of the continuing education ethics 
requirement.  After discussion, Mr. Weeks moved to grant the waiver and add an 
additional 3 hours of ethics to the required 16 for the 2007 renewal.  Ms. Eddens 
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
 At this time, Ms. Kinzie took over as Chair and Mr. Chace presented applications.  
Mr. Chace moved to approve Sarah L. Blackburn and David Jon Capener for LMSW 
licensure, no exam required.  Mr. Weeks seconded the motion and the vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
 Mr. Chace moved to approve Eric A. Sanderson for LMSW licensure pending 
receipt of his examination scores.  Ms. Eddens seconded the motion and the vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
 Mr. Chace moved to approve Taylor Burns for LCSW licensure, no exam required.  
Ms. Eddens seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
 Mr. Chace moved to approve the following to take the clinical exam and issue a 
provisional license:  
 
 Karen Gaddis 
 Angela Dawn Harris 
 Lyn Lawhead 
 Katherine Pitcock 
 JoAnn Lee Silva 
 
Ms. Eddens seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
Mr. Chace moved to table the application of Steffanie Ward as the Board has a 
complaint pending.  Ms. Lempicki seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in 
the affirmative. 
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Sherri Cone is applying to take the clinical examination.  She has failed the test three 
times previously and was denied a clinical license for being in private practice without 
being a LCSW.  Mr. Chace moved to table the application of Sherri Cone to take the 
clinical exam until she makes a personal appearance.  Ms. Eddens seconded the motion 
and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
Mr. Chace moved to approve the following to take the clinical exam: 
 
 Stanley Ray Cowan 
 Marjorie Hawkins 
 E. Madeline Holmes 
 Ann L. Murphy 
 Elizabeth Scribner 
 
Mr. Weeks seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 
 
Mr. Chace moved to approve Reba Ferguson for Board Approved Supervisor, Clinical 
Specialty, training previously completed.  Ms. Eddens seconded the motion.  After 
discussion, the motion and second were withdrawn.  Mr. Chace moved to approve 
Taylor Burns, Reba Ferguson and Cheryl Holladay Mengwasser for Board 
Approved Supervisor, Clinical Specialty, with the requirement they take the supervisor 
training within one year.  Ms. Eddens seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous 
in the affirmative. 
 
Linda Edmondson, Board Consultant, reported on the continuing education approvals.  At 
this time, the number of contracts being sent in have slowed down.  About 50% are still 
incomplete upon receipt.  There are less individual continuing education requests to be 
approved and only one has been disapproved.  Ms. Edmondson stated that she will be 
reviewing the forms and information on the web-site for accuracy and possibly 
combining the forms for supervision.  Applicants will also be able to view sample forms 
that have been filled out.   
 
Under correspondence received, the Board reviewed letters complaining that their 
renewal forms were returned as incomplete.  Ms. Hoehner asked the Board for a generic 
response.  It was noted that once on-line renewal is available, most of this will be 
eliminated.  Mr. Chace stated that he would answer the letters. 
 
Mr. Chace presented the report from the Chair.  He thanked Jan Ewing, Lyle Kelsey and 
Reji Varghese for helping compile the Sunset Review information.  The Legislature will 
take this up in late April.  The Board also discussed a question from a LCSW, wondering 
if they could provide alcohol and drug services without being licensed or certified as an 
alcohol/drug counselor.  The Board agreed they could as long as they possessed the 
expertise. 
 
Ms. Kinzie took over as Chair for New Business.  LaNell Daniel-Kowalski requested a 
waiver of 2 hours ethics for renewal.  After discussion, Ms. Eddens moved to waive the 2 
hours for this renewal period and require 6 hours of ethics along with the 13 other hours 
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for a total of 19 hours next year.  If Ms. Daniel-Kowalski does not get the 19 hours she 
will not be renewed for 2007.  Ms. Lempiki seconded the motion and the vote was 
recorded as follows: 
 

Jeff Chace   Abstain 
Toni Lempicki   Yes  
Elaine Eddens   Yes 
Robert Weeks   Yes 

 
Ms. Kinzie will send her a letter. 
 
Mr. Chace took back the Chair.   
 
Lyle Kelsey presented the Administrative Report.  Staff is negotiating the fee for the 
background checks for initial licensure around $20.00 - $22.00.  This fee will be paid by 
the applicant.  This is for a nationwide search and includes information on sexual 
predators.  The final proposal will be brought to the Board for approval.  The law change 
the Board requested is in SB 3309 and introduced by Senator Connie Johnson.  On-line 
renewal is proceeding.  Netplus/OKGOV are meeting to get the details worked out.  Staff 
should have something to look at and test in about 60 days.  The financial statement was 
reviewed (Attachment 2).  Ms. Kinzie moved to approve the Administrative Report.  Mr. 
Weeks seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in the affirmative.  
 
The Board asked staff about the provisional licenses.  This will be placed on the next 
agenda. 
 
Mr. Chace reported that the Board received a report from Preston Howard and his 
supervisor.  The Board also received a positive letter from the ASWB regarding the way 
the Board handled the breach at the testing center. 
 
There being no further business, Ms. Kinzie moved to adjourn.  Mr. Weeks seconded the 
motion and the meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


