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CHAPTER 3 2 2  


H . B .  No . 1549 


SCHOOLS--OKLAHOMA TEACHER PREPARAT I ON ACT 


An Act re lat ing to s c hoo l s ; c reat ing t he Oklahoma Teache r  Prepa rat i on Act ; 
amending S e ct i on 1 ,  C hapt e r  3 0 8 , O . S . L .  1 992 , as a mended by Section 1 ,  C hapter 2 2 4 , 
O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , S e ct ion 6-1 71 )  , whi c h  re l a t e s  to a new teache r  
preparation system; providing for a new t e a c her prepara t i on s ys t e m; stat ing leg

i s l at i ve int ent regarding interpretation of t he act ; ma king e xcept i ons ; providing 
de finit i ons ; a mending S e c t i on 2 ,  Chapt er 3 0 8 , O . S . L .  1 992 , as a mended by Section 
2 ,  C hapt e r  2 2 4 , O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 6- 1 72 )  , whi c h  re l a t e s  to 
powers and dut ies of t he Oklahoma Com mi s s i on for Teache r  Preparation ; modi fying 
dut i e s  o f  t he Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teac her Prepa rat ion, State Board of Educat ion 
and t he Oklahoma State Regent s for Highe r  Education ; sett ing teache r  education 
program application dat e s ;  grant i ng t he Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Prepara
t i on autho ri t y  for approval of t e a c he r  educat i on programs and teacher a s s e s s ment ; 
providing procedure for adopt i on o f  certain rul e s  by t he Oklahoma Commi s s i on for 
Teacher Preparation and t he State Board of Education ;  providing qua l i fications and 
cri t e ria for t eacher educat i on programs ;  stat ing legislat i ve intent regarding t he 
Oklahoma S t ate Regents for Highe r  Educat ion ' s  re spons ibi l i t i e s  for teache r  educa
t i on ;  providing for ins t i tut ion plans ; s t at i ng legislat ive int ent regarding 
higher educat i on facul t y  pro f e s s i onal develop ment ; requiring competency e xa mina
t i ons ; amending Section 5 ,  C hapt e r  3 0 8 , O . S . L . 1 992 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 6
1 75 )  , whi c h  re lates to t e a c he r  a s s e s s ment ; providing for t ran s i t i on f rom curricu
lum e xa mina t i ons to new competency-based a s s e s s ment s ystem; providing for devel op
ment and admini s t rat ion of new a s s e s s ment s ys tem; providing for app l i cat i on of as

s e s s ment system t o  cert i fication ;  requiring reque s t s  for propos a l s  ; providing 
bidding procedure ; providing qua l i fications for rul e s  pert aining to t e a c he r  cert i 
fication ; sett ing qua l i f i cat ions for teacher employmen t ,  li censure and cert i fi ca
t i on ;  a mending 70 O . S .  1 991 , Section 6- 1 60 ,  whi ch re lates to t he Teache rs ' Cur
ri culum Exa minat ion Revolving Fund ; creating t he Teache rs ' Compet ency Exa minat ion 
Revolving Fund; providing for administrat i on of fund ; s t at ing l egislat ive int ent 
regarding p rofess ional devel opment of t e ac he rs ; requi ring funding for pro f e s s i onal 
devel opment ; providing for di spo s i t i on of funds ; providing for ope ra t i on o f  pro
fe s s ional devel opment progra ms ; providing for comp l i ance wi t h  pro f e s s i onal devel
opment requi re ment s ;  providing for re si dency program; providi ng for applica t i on 
of re s i dency to employment and cert ain employment bene f it s ;  requiring State Board 
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o f  Education t o  r eview cont racts wit h  prof e s s i onal development centers and report 
on such centers ; provi ding for appl icat ion o f  new teacher preparat ion system to 
t e a c he r s  and t e a c he r  candidat es ; requiring t he State Board o f  Education t o  review 
cert a i n  rul e s  for certain purpo s e s  ; amending Sect i on 8 ,  C hapt er 3 0 8  , O . S . L .  1 992 , 
as l a s t  amended by Section 6, C hapter 2 2 4 , O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Sect i on 
6-1 78 )  , which relates t o  t he Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teache r  Prepa rat ion ;  modi fy
ing t he members hip of t he Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teache r  Prepara t i on ;  modi fying 

appointment s ;  providing for terms of office ; provi ding for re imburs ement of ex
pens e s ; providing for s e l e ct i on o f  o f f i cers and rule s  of ope rat ion ; providing for 
promu lgat ion of rules and sett ing o f  fees by t he Okl a homa Commi s s i on for Teacher 
Preparation; providing for dut ie s  ; providing for r e s idency commit t e e  t raining and 
pro f e s s i onal deve lopment institutes ; requiring certain j oi nt budget from t he State 
Board o f  Education, Okl a homa State Regents for Hi ghe r  Education, Oklahoma State 
Board o f  Vocat i onal and Technical Education and t he Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher 

Preparation ;  amending 70 O . S .  1 991 , Secti on 3 -1 0 4  , a s  last amended by Sect ion 1 o f  
Enr o l l ed Senate B i l l  No . 4 79 o f  t he 1 s t  S e s s i on of t he 4 5 t h  Oklahoma Legi s l ature , 
whi c h  relates t o  powers and dut i e s  o f  t he State Board of Education ; modi fying du
t i e s  o f  t he Board ; alt ering use o f  certain funds ; amending 70 O . S .  1 991 , Section 
3 -1 1 6, as amended by Section 1 ,  C hapt e r  2 3 2 , O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Sec
t i on 3 - 1 1 6) , whi c h  relates t o  t he Educat ion Oversight Boa rd; adding t o  t he dut i e s  
o f  t he Education Oversi ght Board ; creating Teacher Competency Revi ew Panel ; set
t ing dut ies ; providing for Teacher Compet ency Review Panel members hip and funding; 
amending 70 O . S .  1 991 , Section 5 - 1 1 3 . 1 , as last amended b y  S e ct ion 9, C hapter 3 60 ,  
O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 5 -1 1 3 . 1 ) ,  whi c h  relates t o  employment of 
relat i ve s  ; providing exception from prohibit i on for certain board member s  ; amend
ing 70 O . S .  1 991 , Section 6-1 3 0 ,  as amended by Section 9, Chapter 3 2 4 , O . S . L .  1 992 
( 70 O .  S .  Supp . 1 994 , Sect i on 6-1 3 0 )  , whi c h  relates t o  t he Minority Teache r  Re crui t 

ment Advisory Committ e e ;  authori zing t he Oklahoma S t at e  Regent s f o r  Highe r  Educa
t i on to administer t he Minor i t y  Teacher Recruitment Center and work with t he Com
mit t e e ;  requi ring t he trans fer of certain appropriated funds ; providing for t he 
trans f e r  of cert ain Minor i t y  Teache r  Recruitment Cente r  employe e s ; a l l owing cer
tain employees t o  transfer upon a cceptance o f  certain appointment ; amending Sec
t ion 3 ,  Chapter 3 5 3 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 , a s  amended by Section 2 ,  C hapt er 1 5 3 ,  O . S . L . 1 994 
and Section 5 ,  C hapter 3 5 3 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 , as amended by S e c t i on 4 ,  C hapter 1 5 3 ,  
O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Sections 2 60 3  and 2 60 5 )  , whi ch relate t o  t he Okla
homa H igher Learning Acc e s s  Act ; modi fying e l i gibi l i t y  requirement s ;  modi fying 
adminis tration and management o f  t he Oklahoma Highe r  Learning Acce s s  Program; 
amending Section 1 6, C hapter 30 8 ,  O . S . L . 1 992 , whi c h  relates to t he effective date 
of a certain s e ct ion of l aw ;  modi f ying e f fective dat e ; repe al ing 70 O . S .  1 991 , 
Sect i on 6-1 59, whi c h  relates to teache r  regi s t e r ;  repeal ing Sect i on 3 ,  C hapt er 3 0 8 , 
O . S . L .  1 992 , a s  amended by Section 3 ,  C hapte r  2 2 4 , O . S . L . 1 994 , whi ch relates t o  
t he deve lopment o f  a new t eacher preparation s ys tem; repeal ing Secti on 4 ,  Chapter 
3 0 8 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 , as amended b y  Sect i on 4 ,  C hapt er 2 2 4 , O . S . L .  1 994 , whi c h  relates 
t o  incorporat i on o f  certain competenc ies ; repealing Section 6, C hapter 3 0 8 ,  O . S . L .  
1 992 , whi ch relates t o  modi fication of certi ficat i on categori e s  ; and repeal ing 
S e c t i on 7, Chapter 30 8 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 , as amended by S e ct ion 5 ,  C hapter 2 2 4 , O . S . L .  
1 994 , which relat e s  to a t ime t able for development o f  a t e a c her prepara t i on system 
( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , S e ct i ons 6-173 , 6- 1 74 ,  6-176 and 6-1 77) ; providing for non
codi fi c ation; providing for codi fi cation ;  providing for recodificat ion ; providing 
an e f fect ive dat e ; and de claring an emergency . 

B E  IT ENACT ED BY THE P EOPLE OF THE S TATE OF OKLAHOMA: 
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SECT I ON 1 .  NEW LAW A new s e ct ion of law t o  be codi fied in the Oklahoma Statutes 
a s  Section 6-1 8 0  of T i t l e  7 0 ,  unl e s s  there i s  created a dupl i cation in numbering , 
reads as follows : 

« OK ST T .  7 0  § 6-1 8 0  » 

Thi s act shall be known and may be cited as the "Oklahoma Teacher Preparat ion 
Act "  . 

« OK ST T .  7 0  § 6- 1 7 1  » 

SECT I ON 2 .  AMENDATORY Section I, Chapter 3 0 8 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 , a s  amended by Sect i on 
I, Chapt er 2 2 4 ,  O . S . L . 1 994 ( 7 0  O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 6-1 7 1 )  , i s  amended to read 
a s  follows : 

Section 6-1 7 1 .  The Legislature , recognizing i t s  obl i gat i on t o  the children o f  this 
s t ate to ensure their opportunity t o  receive an exce llent education, and recogn i z
ing t hat the single mos t  important factor a f fecting the qua l i t y  of educat i on i s  the 
quality o f  the i ndividual teacher in the clas s room, hereby cal l s  for the develop
ment« + ,  imp l ement a t i on and administ rat i on+» of a new compet ency-based t ea cher 
preparation s y s t em in Okl ahoma« - ,  to be e s t abli shed within three ( 3 ) ye ars from 
the effecti ve dat e of this act-» . 

« -The development al proce s s  and recommendat i ons o f  the Legi s l ature for the new 
t eacher preparation s ys t em are set forth in S e ct i ons 6-1 7 2  through 6-1 7 7  o f  this 
t it le . ->>« + I t  i s  the int ent o f  the Legi s l ature that this act sha l l  be i n  addi t i on 
t o  exi s t ing l aws governing teachers , and nothing herein shall be const rued as re
peal ing or amending any prot ect i on to t e achers pres cribed, or a s  r emoving o r  dimin
i shing any exist ing powe r ,  author i t y  or respons ibi l i t y  of the local boards of edu
c at ion and the State Board of Educat i on not in con f li ct with the provi s i ons of this 
act . Nondegreed vocat i onal teachers and s chool nur s e s  cert i fied under rules prom
ulgated by the S t ate Board of Educat ion shall be e xempt from t he prov i s i ons of this 
a ct ,  except for those provi s i ons concerning profe s s i onal development programs . +» 

SECTION 3 .  NEW LAW A new section o f  law t o  be codi fied in the Oklahoma Statutes 
a s  Section 6-1 8 2  o f  Title 7 0 ,  unl e s s  there is created a dupli cation in numbering, 
r e ads as follows : 

« OK ST T .  7 0  § 6-1 8 2  » 

As used in the Okl ahoma Teacher Preparation Act : 

1 .  " Board" means the State Board of Education ; 

2 .  " Commi s s i on "  means the Oklahoma Commiss ion for Teacher Preparat i on; 

3 .  " State Regent s "  me ans the Okl ahoma State Regent s for Higher Educat ion ;  

4 .  " Licensed t e a che r "  means any person who holds a va lid l i cense t o  teach, i s s ued 
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by the Board in accordance with the Oklahoma Tea cher Preparation Act and the rules 
of the Board; 

5. " Profess ional devel opment program" means the program mandated by the Oklahoma 
Teacher Preparation Act for the cont inuous improvement and enri chment o f  the certi
fied and l i censed teachers of this state ; 

6 .  " Teacher education pro f e s s i onal development commi t t e e " means the committee cre

ated i n  Sect ion 7 o f  this a ct for the cont inuous improvement and enrichment of 
higher education facul t y  in teacher educat ion programs in ins titut i ons of higher 
education;  

7 .  " Department " means the State Department o f  Education; 

8 .  " Re s idency commit t e e " means a commit t e e  in a local s chool di strict for t he pur
pose of revi ewing the t eaching per formance of a res ident t e acher and ma king recom
menda t ions to the Board and the preparing institution of higher education regarding 
cert i fication of the resident teacher . A res idency commi t t e e  shall con s i s t  of a 
ment or t eache r ,  the principal or an a s s i s t ant principal o f  the employing s chool or 
an administrator des i gnated by the local board and a teacher educat or i n  a coll ege 
or s chool of education of an inst itut ion of higher education, or an educator in a 
department or s chool out s ide the in st itution ' s  teacher education uni t . Provided 
that , i f  available , qua l i fied mentor t ea chers sha ll have expert i s e  in the t ea ching 
field of the resident teacher and, i f  pos s ible , the higher educat ion members of the 
res idency commi t t e e  shall have expert i s e  and experience in the tea ching field o f  
the r e s ident te acher . Howeve r ,  in a l l  c as e s ,  at l e a s t  one member o f  t h e  r e s idency 
commit t e e  shal l have expert i s e  and experi ence in the t e aching f i e ld of the res ident 
te ache r ;  

9 .  " Re s i dent teacher " means any l i censed t eacher who i s  employed i n  an accredi t ed 
s chool t o  s erve as a t e a cher under the guidance and a s s i s t ance o f  a mentor t ea cher 
and r e s idency committee . Any s uch person shall have compl eted the program o f  the 
college or s chool of educat i on o f  the accredited ins t i t ut i on of higher educat i on 
from whi ch the person has been gradua t e d ,  and shall have succe s s fu l l y  compl eted the 

compet ency examinat ion i n  areas o f  approval i n  which the res ident t e acher s e e ks 
cert i fication ;  

1 0  . " Certi fied t e acher" means any teacher who has been i s sued a certi ficate by the 
Board in accordance with the Oklahoma Te acher Prepara t i on Act and the rul e s  o f  the 
Board ; 

1 1 .  " Mentor teacher " means any t ea cher holding a s t andard cert i ficate who i s  em
ployed in a s chool di s t rict to s e rve a s  a teacher and who has been appointed t o  
provide guidance and a s s i s t ance t o  a res ident teacher employed b y  t h e  s chool dis

trict . A mentor t eacher shall be a c l a s s room t ea cher and have a minimum o f  t wo (2 ) 
years o f  classroom te aching experience as a certified t eacher . 

A mento r  t eacher shall be selected by the principal from a li st submitted by the 
bargaining unit where one exis t s  . I n  the absence o f  a barga ining agent , the t e a ch
ers shal l e l ect the name s to be submi t t e d . No teacher may serve as a mentor 
teacher for more than one res ident t e a cher at a t ime ; 
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1 2  . "Higher educat i on faculty" means any individual who i s  employed i n  a t eaching 
capacity in an institution o f  higher educat ion, approved or accredited by the Com
mi s s ion for the preparat ion of educat i on personne l ;  and 

1 3  . "Competency examination "  means the a s s e s sment required in the Okl ahoma Teacher 

Preparation Act for l i censure and certi fication a s  a teacher and shall con s i s t  of 
t e s t s  over gener a l  education, pro fess i onal educat i on and subj ect areas as de fined 
by the Okl ahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparation . 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6- 1 72 » 

S ECTION 4 .  AMENDATORY Sect i on 2 ,  Chapter 3 0 8 , O . S . L .  1992 , as amended by Section 
2 ,  Chapter 2 2 4 ,  O.S . L . 1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 6-1 72 )  , i s  amended t o  read 
a s  fol lows : 

S e ct ion 6-172 . A .  « -The->>« +A+>> new t e acher preparat ion system shal l « -be de
vel oped by the Okl ahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparat ion created in S e c t ion 6- 1 7 8  
o f  this t it l e  w i th the a s s i stance and recommendat i ons from the State Board o f  Edu
c a t i on and the Okl ahoma State Regent s for H igher Education and sha l l -» include 
fundamental changes in the current system of teacher prepara t i on and certi fi cat i on 
s t andards « +as was+» e s t ab l i shed in Sect i ons 6- 1 5 0  through 6- 1 5 8  . 1  and 6- 1 61 
through 6-170 o f  thi s t i t l e  « +and shall be deve l oped , implement ed and admini st ered 
by the State Board o f  Educat i on ,  the Okl ahoma State Regents for H i gher Educat i on 
and the Okl ahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Preparat i on pursuant to the prov i s i ons o f  
the Okl ahoma Te a cher Prepara t i on Act+» . « - I t  i s  hereby de cl ared the intent o f  
the Legis l at ure that the ->>« +The+>> new t ea cher preparation system shall be « -a
» competency-ba sed « +to include an+» a s s e s sment system de s igned t o  meas ure the 
competenci e s  de s ired « -in the system->>« +for t eachers+» . « -The roles and re
spon s ibi l i t i e s of those involved in the profes s ional development of t eachers shall 
be rede fined . -» 

B .  « -The Commis s ion i s  authori zed t o  adopt nece s s a ry rul es t o  e st ab l i s h  a system 
o f  l i censure , cert i fication and profe s s i onal development of pub l i c  s chool t eachers 
and a dmini strators a s  defined in Section 6-1 0 1 . 3  o f  this t i t l e . The Commi s s i on 
shall comply with the Okl ahoma Adminis trative Procedures Act , Section 2 5 0 . 1  et s e q .  
o f  T it l e  75 of the Oklahoma Statut e s ,  in adopt i on o f  rul e s  . -» 

« - C  . By September I, 1 996, the->>« + Except as otherwi s e  provided b y  l aw ,  the+» 
new t eacher preparation system shall be ful l y  integrated« - ,  ->>« +and+>> imple
mented « +by Jul y  I, 1 997+» , and « +shall be+» app l i ed for s tudent s  « -entering
>>« +admitted to+» a te acher education program « -after that dat e  and the present 
s y s t em o f  t e acher preparation and cert i f i cat ion e s t abli shed in S e c t i ons 6- 1 5 0  
through 6-1 5 8  and 6-1 62 through 6- 1 7 0  o f  this t i t le shall be come inef fective , pro
vided those s t udent s enrolled in->>« +on o r  after Sept ember I, 1 997 . Students ad
mi t t ed to+» a t e a cher educat ion program prior to September I, « - 1 996
>>« + 1 997+>>, shall be al l owed t o  cont inue in the pres ent system unt i l  Sept ember I, 

« - 1 998->>« + 1 999+>> . 

« - D . It i s  the int ent of the Legi s l at ure that during the devel opment a l  process o f  
t h e  new t ea cher preparat ion system the Okl ahoma State Regent s for H i gher Educat ion 
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and the State Board of Educat ion shall promot e  the training of te achers and stu
dent s enrol led in teacher education programs in compet ency-based educat i on . -» 

S ECT I ON 5 .  NEW LAW A new section of law t o  be codi fied in the Okl ahoma St atut e s  
as Section 6- 1 8 4  of Title 70 , unle s s  there i s  created a dupl icat i on in numbering , 
reads as follows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6- 1 8 4  » 

A .  Beginning Jul y 1 ,  1 997, the Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Preparation sha l l  

have authority for approval and accreditat i on of te acher educat i on programs and for 
a s s e s sment o f  candidat es for l i censure and certification a c cording to the provi
sions o f  the Okl ahoma Tea cher Preparation Act . As part o f  this dut y t he Okl ahoma 
Commi s s ion for Te acher Preparation sha l l  : 

1 .  I nclude the State Board o f  Education in the proce s s  ; 

2 .  Review and a s s e s s  approved, a ccredited and new programs o f  t e a cher education; 
and 

3 .  Encourage s t udi es and r e s earch de s i gned t o  improve t e acher educat i on. 

From July 1 ,  1 995 , t o  Jul y 1 ,  1 997, the State Board of Educat ion shall have the 
authority t o  approve and a ccredi t  t ea cher education programs . During such t ime the 
Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Te a cher Preparation shall be included in the proce s s  . Be
fore adopting any rule pertaining to approval or accredi t at ion of t eacher education 
programs or a s s e s sment o f  candidates for l i censure and certi fication, the Okl ahoma 
Commi s s ion for Teacher Preparat i on shall s o l i cit comments from the State Board o f  
Educat i on ,  t he Okl ahoma S t a t e  Regen t s  f o r  H igher Education and t h e  S t a t e  Board o f  
Vocat i onal and T e chni cal Education o n  the proposed rul e  . Within forty- five ( 4 5 )  
days o f  the receipt o f  the propo sed rule from the Okl ahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher 
Preparation, the State Board of Education, the St ate Regent s and the State Board of 
Vocat i onal and Technical Education sha l l  separately review the proposed rule and 
return their recommendat ions to the Commi s s ion on the proposed adopt ion . Each rec
ommenda t ion shall include the rationale for the recommendat i on. The Oklahoma Com
mi s s ion for Teacher Prepara t i on shall accord the recommendat i ons due del iberation 
in i t s  s ubsequent cons ideration o f  the adopt ion of each proposed rule . I f  the ac
t i on o f  the Commi s s i on on a proposed rule i s  not con s i s t ent with the r ecommendat ion 
made by any of the reviewing ent i t i e s , wi thin ten ( 1 0 )  days of the Oklahoma Commi s 
si on f o r  Teacher Preparation ' s  formal action o n  t h e  ru l e ,  t h e  Commi s s i on shall sub
mit a report providing j us t i fication for i t s  actions to the Educat i on Over s i ght 
Board . 

B .  The S t a t e  Board of Education, the Okl ahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
and the State Board of Vocat ional and Technical Educat ion shall a l s o  have authority 
to recommend t o  the Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Prepara t i on rul es for t eacher 
educa t i on program approval and a ccreditat i on and rul e s  for t e a cher a s s e s sment . Any 
such rul e  recommended shall be considered by the Commi s s i on within s ixty ( 60 )  days 
of receipt of the rule by the s ame proce s s  provided in sub s e ct i on A of this section 
for rul e s  proposed by the Okl ahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Preparati on . 
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C .  Be fore adopting any rule pertaining t o  teacher l i c ensure and certi fication, 
residency or pro f e s s i onal devel opment , the State Board o f  Educat ion shall solicit 
comment s from the Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparat ion, the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education and the State Board o f  Vocational and Techni cal Educa
t i on on the proposed rule . Within forty-five (4 5 )  days of the receipt o f  a pro
posed rule from the State Board o f  Education, the Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher 
Preparation, the State Regents and the State Board of Vocat i onal and T e chnical Edu
cation shall s eparat e l y  review the propo sed rule and return the ir recommendat i ons 
to the Board on the proposed adopt i on . Each recommendat i on sha l l  include the ra
t i ona l e  for the recommendation . The State Board of Educat ion shall accord the rec
ommendat i ons due del iberat ion in i t s  s ubsequent cons iderat ion of the adoption of 
each rul e  . I f  the action o f  the State Board o f  Education on a proposed rule i s  not 
con s i s t ent with the recommendat i on made by any of the reviewing enti t i e s , within 
t en (1 0 )  days of the State Board of Educat ion ' s  formal action on the rul e ,  the 
State Board of Educat ion shall submit a report providing j us t i fication for i t s  ac
t i on to the Education Oversight Board . 

D .  The Okl ahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Prepara t i on ,  the Okl ahoma State Regent s for 
Higher Educat i on and the State Board o f  Vocat i onal and Technical Education sha l l  
have authority t o  recommend t o  t he State Board o f  Education rul e s  for adopt ion in 
the areas of teacher l i censure and certi fication, r e s idency and pro f e s s i onal devel 
opment . Any such r u l e  recommended shall b e  cons idered by t h e  S t a t e  Board of Educa
t i on within sixty (60 ) days o f  the receipt of the rul e  by the s ame proc e s s  provided 
in subsect i on C of this sect ion for rules proposed by the S t at e  Board of Educat i on . 

SECTION 6 .  NEW LAW A new section of law t o  be codi f i ed in the Okl ahoma Statut e s  
as Section 6-1 8 5  o f  T i t l e  70 , unle s s  there i s  created a duplication i n  numbering , 
reads as fol lows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 8 5  » 

A .  The fol l owing competencies and methods shall be i ncorporated into the programs 
approved by the Okl ahoma Commi s s i on for Tea cher Preparat i on for the compet ency
based t eacher preparation system provided for the Okl ahoma Teacher Preparat ion Act : 

1 .  The t eacher preparat ion s y s t em shall include , but not be l imited t o ,  the fol
lowing competenci e s :  

a .  excell ence in the arts and sci ence s , 

b .  an in-depth knowledge o f  the subj ect mat t e r  to be t aught , 

c .  the abil i t y  t o  ident i fy and cultivate t a l ent and pot ential in student s ,  

d .  an underst anding o f  chi ld and human deve lopment , 

e .  t eaching s k i l l s  developed through a va riety o f  learning experience s ,  

f .  the abi l i t y  to interact e ffect ively with all st udent s ,  
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g .  s k i l l s  neces sary for working with parent s ,  gua rdi ans and cus todians o f  s tu
dents in the educat i on proce s s ,  

h .  s k i l l s  necess ary to involve the communit y  i n  educat ion , and 

i. s k i l l s  to foster teamwork within and among s choo l s  ; 

2 .  The pre s e rvice program shall include the f o l l owing methods t o  a chi eve the com
petencies l i s ted in paragraph 1 of this subs e ct i on : 

a .  require t e a cher candidates t o  study arts and sciences at the undergraduate 
l e ve l ,  

b .  require secondary and e l ementary/s econdary teacher candidat e s  t o  have under
graduate ma j or s ,  or their equival ent s ,  in a subj ect area , and require teacher c an
didat es in e arly childhood , element ary, and spe cial educat i on to have subj ect area 
c oncentrations whi ch allow qua l i fication a s  a genera l i s t , 

c .  require teacher candidates t o  s tudy the individua l i t y  of st udent s ,  the capac
i t y  of s t udent s t o  l earn and the process o f  le arning , 

d .  int egrate curri culum from other di scipl ines with the education curri culum ,  

e .  requir e  t e a cher candidates to have t raining experiences and personal cont act 
with parent s ,  guardians or cus todians o f  s choo l - age childre n ,  

f .  require t e a cher candidates t o  have community involvement experience , and 

g .  s tructure courses so as to require teamwork activi t i e s  ; 

3 .  Prior t o  Jul y  1 ,  1 997, the State Board o f  Education, and on and a ft e r  Jul y  1 ,  
1 997, the Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparat i on shall not require more than a 
four-year program o f  one hundred twenty-four (1 2 4 )  s emester hours t o  complete a 
t e a cher education degree . Provided,  any program approved by the State Board o f  
Educat ion prior t o  Jul y  1 ,  1 995 , which requir e s  more hours may continue t o  require 
s uch hours . Any program approved prior t o  Jul y  1 ,  1 995 , whi ch requires more t han 
one hundred t wenty-four (1 2 4 )  seme s t e r  hours for a t ea cher education degree sha l l  
impl ement requirements for thi s program wi thout addi t ional hours . 

B .  I t  i s  the int ent o f  the Legi s l at ure that institutions o f  higher educat i on whi ch 
o f fer teacher education programs hold such programs account abl e for meet ing the l i 
censure and cert i f ication competenc i e s  approved b y  the State Board o f  Education . 
I t  i s  the intent of the Le g i s l ature that the teacher educa t i on programs incorporate 
a curriculum t o  a chieve the compet ency-ba sed s ys t em and include int egrat i on of the 
t e a cher preparation curricula with the arts and s c i ences departments curricul a  . 
Each ins t i tution o f  higher educat ion which s e e ks a ccredi t a t i on or approval for i t s  
t e a cher education program shall devel op an inst itution plan whi ch follows t he S t a t e  
Board of Education competencies for l i censure a n d  cert i fication . I n  developing 
s u ch ins t i tu t i on plans , the higher educa t ion instit ution shall e s t ablish a pro c e s s  
whi ch seeks i nformation and input from tea cher preparation facu l t y ,  facul t y  from 
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arts and s c i ences and other programs and discipl ines which are appropriat e ,  s t u
dents within the teacher education program, teachers , admini strators , parent s ,  
guardians o r  cust odi ans o f  student s and business and communi t y  l eaders . Each in
stitution shall hold an annual public forum subj ect to the provisions of the Okla
homa Open Meeting Act regarding the cont ent of the ins t itution plan at whi ch publ i c  
comment on either the ins t i t ut i on ' s  teacher preparation plan o r  program i s  solic
i t ed . The ins t i tut i on ' s  plan shall be acce s s ible t o  any interested part y under the 
Okl ahoma Open Records Act . No inst itution o f  higher educat i on ' s  t e a cher e ducat i on 
program shall be approved by the Commi s s ion unle s s  the ins t i t ut ion plan has been 
approved by that institut i on ' s  governing board . Initial inst itution plans shall be 
filed with the Okl ahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Prepara t i on by January 1 ,  1 997, and 
as requi red by the Commi s s ion therea ft er. The Oklahoma State Regent s for Higher 
Educat i on may faci litate the devel opment of institut i on plans to a s s i s t  inst itu
t ions o f  higher educat ion . 

S ECTION 7 .  NEW LAW A new s e ct ion of law t o  be codi fied in the Okl ahoma S t atutes 
as Section 6-1 8 6  o f  Title 70 , unl e s s  there i s  created a dup l i cation in numbering , 
reads a s  follows: 

« OK S T  T .  70 § 6-1 8 6  » 

A .  Criteria for the approval and a ccredi tation o f  t e acher education programs i n  
Oklahoma ins t i tutions o f  higher educat i on shal l include , b u t  n o t  be l imited to , 
substant i al evidence that persons who ente r  te acher educat i on programs demons trate: 

1 .  Competency in the oral and wr itten u s e  o f  the Engl ish language ; 

2 .  A minimum grade point average as e s tabli shed by the Okl ahoma Commis s i on for 
Teacher Prepara t i on ;  and 

3. The abi l i t y  t o  meet criteria e s t ablished pursuant to the Oklahoma Teacher 
Preparation Act at the completion o f  the t ea cher educat i on program and provide evi 
dence of having worked wi th children or youth in a variety o f  si tuat ions . 

Criteria shall a l s o  include a greater empha s i s  upon field wor k in a ccredi ted 
s chool s  by prospe ctive t e a chers under the s upervis i on of higher educa t ion facul t y  . 

B .  I t  i s  hereby declared t o  be the int ent o f  the Legi s l at ure that the Oklahoma 
Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparat ion wor k  with the Oklahoma State Regent s for Higher 
Education and the various institutions of higher educat ion i n  e s t ab l i shing a proce
dure whereby ful l - t ime t ea cher education facul t y  cont inue their pro fe s s i onal devel 
opment dur ing their t enure at a n  inst itution of higher education t o  ensure that the 
future t ea chers of this state are t aught by profes s i onal educa tors ful ly trained in 
their area o f  expert i s e  . Each approved or accredited program o f  t e acher educat ion 
shall have a t eacher educat i on profe s s i onal devel opment committee t hat shall in
clude a t  l e a s t  one public s chool c l a s s room t e acher a s  a member . The committee 
sha l l  wri t e  and review profe s s i onal development plans for each ful l - t ime faculty 
member direct l y  involved in the t ea cher education proce s s  . Individual profe s s i onal 
deve l opment plans shall be submi tted to the Commis s ion a s  a norma l part o f  the 
five -year process o f  t ea cher education program review . 
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I t  i s  further de c l ared to be the i ntent o f  the Legi s l at ure that such profe s s i onal 
deve l opment plans provide alt e rnat ive means o f  educat i on including , but not l imited 
t o  : 

1 .  Profes s i onal development programs ; 

2 .  Higher education cour s e s  ; 

3 .  Exchange programs with public s chool c l a s s room t ea chers , admini strator s ,  and 
o t he r  school personne l ; and 

4 .  Programs whereby a l l  ful l -t ime t ea cher education facul t y  members di rect ly in
vo lved in the t e a cher educat i on proce s s ,  including a l l  administrators of the 
t e a cher education program, are required to s erve in a state accredi t ed publ ic 
s chool for at least ten (1 0 )  clock hours per s chool year in re spons ibi l it i e s  re
l a t e d  to thei r  respect ive t e a cher educat i on teaching fi elds . 

All publ ic s chool systems shall part i cipat e in the programs provided for in thi s 
s ubse ction when needed . 

C .  The Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Preparation sha l l  adopt rules requiring 
spe c i fic improvement s to s t rengthen the s creening of s tudent appli c ant s and field 
a c t ivity and placement as s e t  out i n  subs ection A o f  this section . Such rul e s  
shall b e  reviewed and amended or readopt ed by t h e  Commi s s i on at l e a s t  once every 
five (5 ) years . 

D .  To a s s i s t  the Commi s s i on in sett ing spe c i f i c  requirement s as s e t  out in subsec
t i ons A and C o f  this s e ction, the Commi s s ion shall annual l y  prepar e  a s t a t i s t i ca l  
r eport showing t h e  percentage o f  students from each o f  t h e  Oklahoma ins t i tut i ons o f  
higher educat ion who have succe s s fully completed o r  who have failed the compe tency 
e xamination for l i censure and certi fication . The annual report shall show the per
centages for each ins t it ut ion o f  higher education and each a s s e s sment area sepa
rat e l y  by student degree s tatus and sha ll be di s t ribut ed annually t o  each member of 
the Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Te acher Preparat i on ,  the Okl ahoma State Regent s for 
H i gher Education , the governing board of each inst itution whi ch has an approved or 
s t at e  accredi ted t ea cher educat ion program , the State Board of Education,  the State 
Board of Vocat i onal and Techni cal Education and the Legi s l at ure . 

S ECTION 8 .  N EW LAW A new s e ction o f  l aw to be codi fied in the Okl ahoma Statutes 
a s  S e ct ion 6-18 7 o f  Title 70 , unl e s s  there i s  created a dup l i cat ion in numbering , 
reads as fo llows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 8 7  » 

A .  A competency e xamination shall be adopted by the Oklahoma Commi s s ion for 
T e a cher Preparat i on for the general education, profe s s ional educat i on and vari ous 
s ubj ect areas and grade levels for purposes of ensuring a cademic a chi evement and 
competency of e a ch t eacher candidate or t eacher in the subj ect area s uch person i s  
s e e king li censure o r  cert i f ication t o  teach, a s  pres cribed b y  the S t ate Board of 
Educat ion . 
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The Commi s s ion, cons i s t ent with the purpo s e s  of this s e cti on , sha l l  promul gate 
rules and procedures t o  guarantee the confident iality o f  examinat ions . 

B .  Following completion o f  the j unior year or after having completed nine t y  (90 ) 
coll ege credi t hours , each t e acher candidate shall be e l igible to t a ke the examina
tion . No t e a cher candi dat e shall be e l igible for l i censing unt i l  succe s s fully com
plet ing the competency examinat ion . Certi fication shall be l imited to areas of ap
proval in which the l i cens ed or certified t e a cher has succe s s fully completed the 
examinat ion . T e s t ing for cert i fi cation for subj ect s in which a te a cher candidate 
or te acher is s e e king a minor teaching a s s i gnment or an endors ement to t each shall 
be l imited t o  the spe c i f i c  s ubj ect area test . 

A te acher candidate or teacher may t a ke the general education,  pro fes s i onal educa
t i on or s ubj ect area portions of the examina t i on s ubj ect t o  any l imit imposed by 
the Commi s s i on . 

C .  A teacher ma y be cert i f i ed in as many areas as the teacher meet s the nec e s s ary 
requirement s provided by law and has succe s s full y  completed the subj ect area por
tion of the examinat ion . 

D .  The Commi s s i on shall offer the first competency examinat i on beg inning Jul y  1 ,  
1 997, but no later than October 1 ,  1 997 . Therea fte r ,  the examinat i on shall be of
fered at least four t imes per calendar year on dat e s  t o  be e s t ablished by the Com
mi s s i on . 

E .  Nothing in the Okl ahoma Teacher Preparat i on Act shall restrict the right o f  the 
State Board o f  Educat i on t o  i s sue an emergency or provi s i onal cert i f icat e ,  a s  
needed . Provided, howeve r ,  prior to the is suance o f  a n  emergency cert i f i cat e ,  the 
local di strict shall document subs tanti a l  e fforts t o  employ a t eacher who hol ds a 
provisional or st andard cert i fi cate or who i s  l i censed in the t eaching profe s s i on .  
In the event a di s t r i ct i s  unable to hire an individual meeting thi s criter i a ,  the 
di strict shall document e f forts to employ an individual with a provis i ona l or s t an
dard cert i fi cate or with a l i cense in another curri cular area with academic prepa
rat i on in the field of need . Only a ft e r  these alt erna t ives have been e xhausted 
shall the district be al l owed to employ an individual me et ing minimum s t andards a s  
established by t h e  State Board of Educat i on for t h e  i s s uance o f  emergency certifi
cat es . 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-175 » 

S ECT I ON 9 .  AMENDATORY Sect i on 5 ,  Chapter 3 0 8 , O . S . L .  1992 (70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , 
Sect ion 6-1 75 )  , i s  amended t o  read as follows : 

Sect ion 6- 1 75 .  « - I t  i s  the int ent o f  the Legi s l at ure that the te a cher a s s e s sment 
system->>« +The curriculum examination which was required by Sect i on 6- 1 5 6  of Title 
70 o f  the O kl ahoma St atutes shal l+» be restructured « +into a competency examina
t i on+» by the Okl ahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Prepara t i on with the a s s i s t ance o f  
the S t a t e  Board of Education « -and->>« + ,  +>> the Oklahoma S t a t e  Regents f o r  Higher 
Education « +and the State Board o f  Vocational and Techni cal Educat i on in accor
dance wi th the provi s i ons o f  Section 5 of this act+» concurrently with t he deve l 
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opment o f  t he new t ea cher preparation s ys t em .  « -The Oklahoma Commi s s i on for 

Teac her Preparation s hall del inea t e  respons ibi l i t y  for restructuring to t he State 
Board o f  Educat i on who s ha l l  have t he respons ibi l i t y  of designing and implement ing 
a per formance-bas ed->>« +The competency-bas ed+» t eacher « - a s s es sment s y s t em for 
t he in-s ervice component and to t he Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Educat i on who 
s ha l l  have t he r espons ibi l i t y  o f  des i gning and implement ing a performance-based 
t eac her a s s es sment s y s t em for t he pres ervi ce component , which wil l->>« + examina
t i on s hall+» repl ace t he current t eac her « - a s s es sment system->>« +curri culum ex
amina t i on whi c h  was+» es tablis hed in S ections 6- 1 5 0  t hrough 6- 1 5 8  and 6-162 
t hrough 6- 1 70 of t his t i t l e .  The new t eacher « - a s s es sment s ys t em->>« +competency 
examination+» s ha l l  be « -fully implement ed by S eptember 1, 1 995 ->>« +ready for 
impl ementa t i on and admini s t ered by t he Commi s s ion beginning Jul y  1 ,  1 997+» . The 
« - s y s t em->>« +compet ency examina t i on+» s ha l l  « - have t he following obj ect ives : -» 

« - 1  . To-» s erve as a t hreshold for entry into t he pro fes s i on« - ;  and-» 

« - 2  . To s erve as a di agno s t i c  and development al tool for enhancing t ea c her s ki l l s 
» .  

« +By S eptember 1 ,  1 995 , t he Oklahoma Commis s i on for Tea cher Preparation s ha l l  de

velop and rel ea s e  a request for propo s a l s  for t he s t a t e  t eacher compet enc y  examina
t i on whi c h  a s s es s es candidates for l i c ensure and cert i f i cation for demonstrated 
compet ency in subj ect mat t er ,  pro fes s i onal education, and s t at e core knowl edge and 
s ki l l s  a s s es sment , whi c h  incl udes criti cal t hinking , communicat ion and computation . 
The Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparat i on s ha l l  accept bids in an open ,  com
pet i t ive bidding proces s  unt i l  January 1 ,  1 996 . The Commi s s i on s ha l l  review a l l  
bids and propos a l s  and ma ke recommendations t o  t he Governor and Legi s l ature by 
March 1 ,  1 996 . In evaluating t he bids and propos a l s  t he Commi s s i on s ha l l  t a k e  int o 
cons i deration t he cost of developing, adm in i s t ering and s coring t he compet enc y  ex
amination, t he cost t o  ea ch individual t es t ed and t o  t he s tate, and s ha l l  factor in 
t he cost o f  per iodi cally updat ing t he s t a t e  compet enc y  examinat ion . The curriculum 
examination as was required by S ection 6-1 5 6  o f  Tit l e  70 o f  t he Oklahoma S t atutes 
and in ef f ec t  July 1 ,  1 994 , s hall cont inue t o  be offered by t he State Board o f  Edu
cation unti l  Jul y  1 ,  1 997 . Beginning Ju ly 1 ,  1 997, t he Oklahoma Commi s s ion for 
Teac her Preparation s ha l l  have authority t o  cont inue t o  offer t ha t  examination as 
needed and t o  det ermine whet her a student s hould t a ke t hat t es t  in l i eu o f  t he com
petency examinat ion . +» 

SECTI ON 1 0  . NEW LAW A new s ection of law t o  be codi f i ed in t he Oklahoma Statutes 
as S ection 6-1 8 9  of Ti t l e  70 , unles s t here i s  crea t ed a duplication in numbering, 
reads a s  follows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 8 9  » 

A .  The l i c ensure and cert i fication s y s t em required by t he Oklahoma Teacher Prepa
rat i on Act a s  part o f  t he new t ea cher prepara t i on s y s t em s ha l l  be compet ency-ba s ed .  
The compet encies for l i censure and cer t i f i ca t i on s ha l l  b e  integra t ed wi t h  compet en
cies speci f i ed in S ec t i on 6 of t hi s  act . By July 1 ,  1 996, t he S t at e Board o f  Edu
cation s ha l l  adopt general compet encies for l i c ensure and cert i fication, and b y  
January 1 ,  1 997, t he Board s ha l l  have adopt ed full comp et encies and implement ed t he 
l i censure and cert i ficat ion syst ems as required in t hi s  act . No higher educat i on 
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courses or credit hours may be spec i f i ed by t he State Board of Education in ru les 
for l i c ensure or certi fication . Not hing in t he S t at e Board o f  Education ' s  l i cen
sure and cert i fi cation rul es s ha l l  pro hibit t he Oklahoma State Regent s  for Higher 
Educat i on from adopting po l i c i es and proc edures i t  deems appropri a t e  for cours e
work,  grade point average, or credit hour s  for t ea c her preparat ion at insti tutions 
in The Okla homa State System of Higher Education . 

B .  The requi rements for a c ert i fi ca t e  for s uperint endent of schools and principal 
s ha l l  include not les s  t han a s t andard ma s t er ' s  degree, such ot her pro fes s i onal 
educat i on and requirement s a s  may be fixed by t he State Board of Educat i on, and a 
mi nimum of two (2 ) years ' succes s ful t ea c hing , supervisory or administrat ive ex
perience in pub l i c  s c hool s .  

C .  Certi f i c a t es may be revoked by t he S t a t e  Board of Educat i on for wi l l ful viola
t i on o f  any rul e of t he S t at e Board o f  Education or o f  any federal or s t a t e  law or 
ot her proper cau s e  but only a ft er suffi c i ent hearing has been gi ven before t he 
State Board o f  Education . 

D .  Teaching in a Head St art program or programs s ha l l  be us ed for renewal o f  a 
s t andard t ea c hing cert i ficat e .  

SECT I ON 1 1  . NEW LAW A new s ection o f  law to be codi fied i n  t he Oklahoma St atut es 
as S ection 6-1 90 o f  T i t l e  70 , unl es s  t here i s  crea t ed a dupl i cation in numbering, 
reads a s  fol l ows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-190 » 

A .  T he board o f  education o f  eac h  s c hool di s t rict s ha l l  employ and cont ract in 
wri t ing, as requi red in S ec t i on 6- 1 0 1  o f  T i t l e  70 o f  t he Okl a homa S ta tut es ,  only 
with persons c ert i f i ed or l i c ensed to t each by t he State Board of Educa t i on in ac
cordance with t he Oklahoma Teac her Preparat i on Act , except a s  otherwi s e  provided by 
law . 

B .  The Board s ha l l  i s sue a l i cense t o  t ea c h  t o  any person who : 

1 .  Has succes s fu l l y  complet ed t he t ea c her education program requi red by t he State 
Board o f  Education prior to July I ,  1 997, and t he Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher 
Preparat ion beginning Jul y  I, 1 997; 

2 .  Has graduat ed from an accredited inst itut ion of hi gher educat ion t ha t  has ap
proval or accredi tation for t ea cher education; 

3 .  Has met a l l  ot her requirements a s  may be es t ab l i s hed by t he Board; 

4 .  Has made t he neces sary appl i ca t i on and paid t he curri culum examina t i on fee as 
pres cribed b y  t he S t at e Board of Educat i on prior t o  July I, 1 997, and b eginning 
July I, 1 997, paid t he compet ency examinat i on fee in an amount pres cribed by t he 
Commission . Such examinat ion fee s ha l l  be paid t o  t he Board or Commi s s ion as re
qui red and be deposited t o  t he Revolving Fund provi ded for in S ect i on 6-1 60 of Ti
tle 70 o f  t he Oklahoma Statut es ; and 
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5 .  Has s ucces s fu l l y  compl et ed t he examina t i on in a ccordance wit h  t he Okl a homa 
Teacher Prepara t i on Act . 

C .  The Board s hall i s sue a cert i f icate t o  t each t o  any per s on who : 

1 .  Holds a l i cens e t o  t ea c h  i n  a ccordance with t he Oklahoma Tea c her Preparat ion 
Act ; 

2 .  Has s erved a minimum of one (1 ) s c hool year as a res ident t eacher ; 

3 .  Has made t he neces sary app l i cat i on and paid t he cert i fi ca t i on f ee as pres cribed 
by t he Board; and 

4 .  Has b een recommended for cert i fication by t he res idency commit t ee; or 

5 .  Holds an out -o f -s t a t e  cer t i fi cate and meet s st andards s et by t he Board . 

D .  I f  a r es ident t ea cher i s  a graduat e  of an out -o f -state ins t ituti on o f  higher 
educat ion, t he recommendat i on of t he res idency commi t t ee s ha l l  be made t o  t he State 
Board o f  Education . 

E .  Any pers on holding a valid cert i ficate, i s sued prior t o  January 1, 1 997, s ha l l  
be a cert i fi ed t ea cher f o r  purpos es o f  t he Oklahoma Teac her Preparation Act , sub
j ect to any pro fes s i onal development requirement s prescribed b y  t hi s  act or by t he 
State Board of Educat i on . 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 60 » 

SECT I ON 1 2  . AMENDATORY 70 O . S .  1 991 , S ect i on 6-160 , i s  amended to read as fol 
lows : 

S ec t i on 6- 1 60 . « -There->>« +Unt i l  Jul y  1 ,  1 998 , t here+» is « - hereby-» crea t ed 
in t he S t a t e  Treasury a revolving fund for t he State Board o f  Educa tion,  t o  be des 
ignated t he " T eachers ' Curriculum Examina t i on Revolving Fund "  . T he fund s ha l l  con
s i s t  of curri culum examination fees paid to t he Board pursuant to s tatutory aut hor
ity . The revo lving fund s ha l l  be a continuing fund not subj ect t o  f i s cal year 
l imi t a t i ons and s ha l l  be under t he control and management of t he admini s trat ive au
t hority of t he State Board of Educat ion . Expendi tures from said fund s ha l l  be made 
to maint a i n  t he curriculum examina t ion proces s  as s et out in « - S ec t ion 9 of-» 
this act « - and wit hout l egi s l a t ive appropriat ion-» . Warrant s for expenditure 
s ha l l  be drawn by t he S t at e Treasurer on c l a ims s i gned by an aut ho r i z ed employee or 
employees of t he State Board o f  Educat i on and approved by t he Di rector o f  State Fi 
nanc e .  

« +On Jul y  1 ,  1 997, t he S t a t e  Board o f  Educat i on s ha l l  tran s f er any unencumbered 
funds in t he Teachers ' Curriculum Examina t i on Revolving Fund t o  t he Tea c her s  ' Com
petency Examinat ion Revolving Fund . Any funds whi c h  are unexpended on January 1 ,  
1 998 , s ha l l  b e  transferred t o  t he Teachers ' Compet ency Examinat i on Revolving Fund . 
On July 1 ,  1 997, t here s ha l l  be crea t ed in t he State Trea s ury a revolving fund for 
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t he Oklahoma Commis s ion for Teac her Preparat ion, t o  be des i gnated t he " Teac hers ' 
Compet ency Examina t i on Revolving Fund "  . The fund s ha l l  cons i s t  o f  curriculum ex
amination fees paid t o  t he Commi s s i on pursuant to s t atutory aut hori t y . The revolv
ing fund s ha l l  be a continuing fund not subject t o  f i s ca l  year limitations and 
s ha l l  be under t he cont rol and management of t he admini s t ra t ive authority o f  t he 
Okl a homa Commis s ion for Teacher Preparation . Expenditures from said fund s hall be 
made to ma intain t he compet ency examinat i on proces s s et out in the Oklahoma Teacher 
Preparation Act . Warrant s for expenditure s ha l l  be drawn by t he State Treasurer on 
claims s i gned by an aut hori z ed employee or emp loyees o f  t he Okla homa Commi s s i on for 
Tea c her Preparat ion and approved by t he Di rector o f  S t a t e  Finance . +» 

SECTI ON 1 3 .  NEW LAW A new s ection o f  law t o  be codi fied in t he Oklahoma Statutes 
as S ection 6-192 o f  Tit l e  7 0 ,  unl es s  t here is created a duplication in numbering , 
reads as follows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-192 » 

I t  i s  hereby declared t o  be t he int ent of t he Legi s la t ure t o  es t abl i s h  a profes 
s i onal development procedure whereby a l l  t eachers in t he s t a t e  continue t heir edu
cat i on beyond initial licens ing and c ert i ficat i on by t he s t a t e  t o  ensure t hat t he 

c hi ldren o f  t he s t a t e  are t aught by profes s i onal educators , ful l y  prepared in t hei r 
area s  o f  exper t i s e .  Furt hermore, such profes s i onal devel opment procedure s ha l l  
provide a l t erna t i ve means of education, including one or more o f  t he foll owing : 
I n- s ervi ce programs , higher education courses , or ot her a l t ernative means of educa
t i on des igned t o  help t eachers enrich t heir pro fes s i onal abi l i t i es . 

SECTION 1 4  . NEW LAW A new s ection o f  law to be codi f i ed in t he Oklahoma Statut es 
as S ect i on 6-193 of Tit l e  70 , unl es s  t here i s  crea t ed a duplication in numbering , 
reads as fol lows : 

« OK S T  T .  70 § 6-1 93 » 

Each s c hool di strict s ha l l  rec ei ve an appropriate amount o f  funds for t he exclu
s i ve purpos e  o f  pro f es s i onal development . Thes e funds s ha l l  be expended for pro
fes s i onal devel opment programs withi n  guidelines adopt ed by t he State Board of Edu
cation . Al l funds provided t o  local s c hool di stricts s ha l l  be provided by and sub
j ec t  to t he approval of plans submi t t ed to t he S t at e Board of Education by ea c h  l o 
cal s c hool di s t rict no l a t er t han M a y  1 0  o f  each year . Such funds s ha l l  be depos
i t ed in a special account wit hin t he general fund o f  t he local s c hool di strict . A 
l i s t  o f  a l l  expenditures made from such a ccount s ha l l  be provided t o  t he profes 
s i onal development commi t t ee upon request of t he commi t t ee c ha i rper s on . 

SECTI ON 1 5  . NEW LAW A new s ection o f  l aw to be codi f i ed in t he Oklahoma S t atutes 
as S ection 6-1 94 of Ti t l e  7 0 ,  unl es s  t here i s  crea t ed a dupl icat ion in numbering , 
reads as follows : 

« OK S T  T .  70 § 6-1 94 » 

A .  The local boards o f  educat ion o f  t hi s  state s ha l l  est ab l i s h  profes s i onal devel 
opment programs for t he cert i fi ed and l i c ensed t eachers and administrators o f  t he 
di s t r i ct . Such programs s ha l l  be adopted by eac h  local board o f  educat i on based 
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upon recommendat i ons o f  a profes s ional devel opment commit t e e  appointed by t he board 
o f  education for t he di strict . By Sept ember 1 ,  1 995 , t he State Board of Education 
s hall di s s emina t e  to each local profe s s i onal devel opment committee a copy o f  t he 
in-se rvi ce profe s s i onal devel opment compet enci e s  included in t he Report on Educator 
Preparation and Pro fess i onal Devel opment i s s ued in December 1994 by t he Oklahoma 
Commi ss ion for Teache r  Preparat ion for revi ew and consideration and, if approved by 
t he local profe s s i onal development commi ttee , to be included in part or in whole in 
t he local pro f e s s i onal devel opment plan of t he s chool di strict . The pro f e s s ional 
development cent ers funded t hrough t he State Board o f  Educat ion s ha l l  provide t e c h
nical a s s i s t ance t o  any local s c hool di strict which de sires to incorporate any such 
competencies into i t s  local pro f e s s i onal development plan . Each local pro f e s s ional 
development commi t t e e  s ha l l  include c l a s s room t e a c hers , admini s t rators and parent s ,  
guardians or cust odians o f  c hil dren in t he local s c hool di strict and s hall consult 
w i t h  a higher educat i on facul t y . A maj ority o f  t he members of t he profe s s i onal de
velopment commit t e e  s hall be composed of c l a s s room t e ac hers . T he teacher members 
s ha l l  be selected from a list o f  names submi tted b y  t he bargaining agent , where one 
exis t s  . In t he absence of a bargaining agent , t he teache rs wi ll e lect a l i s t  of 
names to be s ubmit t ed to t he local board of education . T he programs adopt ed may 
include , but not be l imited t o : 

1 .  In-s ervi ce t r a ining programs ; and 

2 .  Higher education cours es . 

Each adopted program s ha l l  include a component on out reach t o  parents ,  gua rdians 
or custodi ans of s tudent s and mul t i cul tural educa t i on ,  whi c h  all personnel defined 
a s  teachers in Section 1 - 1 1 6  o f  T i t l e  70 o f  t he Oklahoma S t atutes s hall be r e quired 
to complete on a peri odi c bas i s  . Such programs s ha l l  be s ubmi t t ed for approval to 
t he Board . Tea c hers and admini s t rators who have completed pro f e s s i onal deve lopment 
cour ses in t he i r  field of ins t ruction or in cour s e s  related to obt a i ning addit i onal 

profess i onal qual i fications and who complete such cour s e s  and rece i ve a grade which 
i s  e quival ent t o  a t  least a 3 . 0  on a 4 . 0  grading s ca l e  may be re imbursed by t he 
s c hool district for one -ha l f  ( 1 /2 ) o f  t he general enrollment fees incurred at any 
inst itution wi t hin The Oklahoma State Sys t em for Hi gher Educat i on . If t he t e ac he r  
or administrator incurs costs purs uant t o  t his s e ction a t  a private inst itut i on o f  
hi gher educat i on, t he person may b e  reimbursed by t he s c hool di s t r i ct f o r  an amount 
e qual to one -ha l f  ( 1 /2 ) of t he general enrollment fees incurred at an ins t itution 
o f  The Oklahoma S tate System o f  H igher Education o f  comparable t ype . No s c hool 
district s ha l l  receive state funds for pro f e s s i onal development unt i l  such t ime a s  
t he l o c a l  board o f  educat ion ' s  program ha s b e e n  approved by t he Boa rd . 

B .  Each l i censed or certi fied t e a c her in t his s t a t e  s ha l l  be r e qui red by t he local 
board of educat i on t o  meet t he pro fess i onal devel opment r e qui rement s es tabl i s hed by 
t he board, or e s t abl i s hed t hrough t he negoti a t i on proces s .  Fa ilure of any t e a c he r  
t o  me et l o c a l  board o f  educat i on profe s s i onal deve l opment requi rements m a y  b e  
grounds f o r  nonrenewa l o f  s u c h  t e ac her ' s  contract b y  t he l o c a l  board of educat ion . 
Such fai lure may a l s o  be grounds for noncons ideration of s a l ary increment s a ffect
ing t he teache r  . 

C .  The profe s s i onal devel opment plan s ha l l  be submi tted t o  t he State Board of Edu
cat i on as provided in Section 3 - 1 0 4  . 2  et s e q .  of T i t l e  70 of t he Oklahoma S t atutes . 
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S ECT I ON 1 6 .  NEW LAW A new s ection of law to be codi fied in t he Oklahoma Statut es 
as S ect i on 6-195 o f  Tit le 70 , unl es s  t here is creat ed a dup l i cation in numbering, 
reads a s  follows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 95 » 

A .  The State Department of Education s ha l l  admini s t er a resi dency program whi c h  
s ha l l  be approved b y  t he State Board of Educat i on . Such program s hall be developed 
in consultat ion with t he t eac her educat i on insti tutions , t he Oklahoma Commi s s ion 
for Tea cher Prepa rat ion and t he local boards of education . Such program s ha l l  in
clude, but not be l imi t ed to : 

1 .  Guidel ines and a s s ignments for resident t ea c her posit i ons in t he local s c hool 
di s t ri c t s  ; 

2 .  Requirements and gui del ines for s el ec t i on and appointment o f  ment or t ea c hers 
which mus t  incl ude any requirements spec i f i ed in t he Okl a homa T eacher Preparation 
Act ; 

3 .  Guidel ines for t he appointment and funct ions o f  a res idency commi t t ee; and 

4 .  An appropri a t e  prof es s ional development program for t he resi dent t ea cher . 

B .  Exc ept as ot herwi s e  provided in t he Oklahoma T ea c her Preparat i on Act , no per s on 
s ha l l  be c ert i fi ed to t ea c h  in t he accredited s c hools o f  t hi s  state, unl es s such 
per s on : 

1 .  Has complet ed at l east one (1 ) s c hool year o f  t eaching s ervice as a r es ident 
t eac her in t he res i denc y  program as provided in t he Okla homa Teacher Preparat ion 
Act ; 

2 .  H a s  been recommended for c ert i f icat ion by t he appointed residency commi t t ee af
t er complet ion o f  not l es s  t han one ( 1 ) or more t han two (2 ) s c hool years o f  r es i 
dent t eaching s ervice; and 

3 .  Has succes s fully complet ed t he curri cu lum examinat i on as pres cr ibed by t he 
Board prior to July 1 ,  1 997, and t he compet ency examina t i on as pres cribed by t he 
Commi s s i on beginning July 1 ,  1 997 . 

C .  Any per s on who has been i s s ued a l i c ense t o  t each by t he Board may be employed 

in an accredi t ed s c hool as a res i dent t ea c her upon appointment by t he local s c hool 
board . 

D .  Upon placement of a l i c ensed t eacher in a res ident t eac her pos i t ion, t he local 
s c hool board s ha l l  appoint t he res idency commi t t ee member s ,  a s  pres cr ibed i n  t he 
Oklahoma T ea c her Preparation Act , who s ha l l  have t he foll owing dut i es : 

1 .  Meet with t he resident t eacher as may be required by t he Board ; 
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2. Work wit h  t he res ident t eac her to a s s i s t  in a l l  mat t ers concerning clas sroom 
management and profes s i onal development for t hat t eacher ; 

3 .  Provide for meaningful parent al , guardian or cust odian input as one cri t erion 
in evaluating t he res ident t eacher ' s  performance; and 

4 .  Upon complet ion of one (1) s chool year of res i dency, make recommendat i ons t o  
t he Board and t he preparing ins t i t ut i on o f  higher education a s  to whet her t he res i 
dent t eac her s hould be i s s ued a cer t i f i cate or whet her s u c h  resident t ea c her s ha l l  
be requi red t o  s erve a s  a resident t eacher for one (1) addi ti onal s chool year . I n  
t he event a res ident t eacher s erves a s econd yea r ,  t he recommenda t i on o f  t he res i 
dency commi t t ee t o  t he Board and t he institution of higher education a f t er t he s ec
ond year s ha l l  be for eit her c ert i f icat i on or noncert i f i cat i on . 

Upon recommendat ion from t he residency commi t t ee for noncer t i ficat i on or an addi 
t i onal year in t he res i dency program, such res idency commit t ee s ha l l ,  upon request 
of t he resident t eacher , supply a l i st to t he res ident t ea cher of t he reasons for 
such recommendat ion . T he l i s t  of reasons s ha l l  remain confi dential , exc ept as ot h
erwi s e  provided by t he res ident t eac her . 

In t he event a res i dent t eacher i s  required to s erve an addit i onal year in t he 
resi dency program, t he resident t eac her s ha l l  not be required to be under t he su
pervi s ion o f  t he same residency commit t ee, or any member of t he commit t ee, whi c h  
s up ervis ed t he resident t eacher during t he initial year in t he program ;  and 

5 .  In t he event t he commit t ee recommendat i on to t he Board and t he ins t itution of 
higher education i s  for cert i f i c a t i on ,  a res idency committee s hall a l s o  recommend a 

profes s i onal devel opment program for t he res ident t ea c her , des igned t o  s t r engt hen 
t he r esi dent t eac her ' s  t eaching s ki l l s  in any area ident i f i ed by t he commit tee . 

Al l resident years s ha l l  count t oward salary,  fringe benef i t  adj u s t ment s ,  career 
s t atus and ret i r ement . 

E .  Not hing in t hi s  act s hall be const rued as requiring more t han one (1) year of 
employment at t he res ident l evel before a s t andard c ert i f i ca t e  can be i s s ued to a 
res ident t ea c her . 

T he profes s i onal development program s hall commence wi t h  t he residency year and 
s ha l l  require cont inuing education t hroughout t he career of a t eacher . 

SECT I ON 17 . NEW LAW A new s ec t i on of law to be codi f i ed in t he Oklahoma Stat ut es 
as S ection 6-196 o f  T i t l e  70 , unl es s  t here i s  crea t ed a dupl i cation in numbering, 
reads a s  fol l ows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-196 » 

A .  T he State Board o f  Educat i on s ha l l  revi ew a l l  contracts wit h t he profes s i onal 
devel opment c enters u s ed for profes s i onal devel opment purpos es pri o r  t o  ent ering 
into any cont racts with such c enters . T he State Board o f  Education s ha l l  exa mine: 
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1 .  The purpose o f  the cont ract ; 

2 .  The expenditure o f  funds provided for in the previous year by the state t o  each 
cent er provided for in this s e ction ; 

3 .  The budgeted salaries o f  employees and administrators of such centers ; and 

4 .  Any other i t em the State Board of Educat i on determines is neces s ary . 

B .  The S t a t e  Board o f  Educat ion shal l submit an annual report to the Governor and 
Legi slature by January 1 of each yea r ,  which gives the informat ion speci fied i n  
subsect i on A o f  this s e ct i on f o r  each individua l center and wh ich includes t h e  fol 
lowing : 

1 .  The purpose o f  the cent e r ;  

2 .  The hours and days o f  ope rat i on of the center throughout t h e  year ; 

3 .  The number o f  s chool di s t ricts actua l l y  s e rved and the number o f  actual t e a ch
ers by s chool di s trict s e rved; 

4 .  The number and kinds of sponsored pro fe s s ional devel opment activi t i e s  and dat e s  
and any related performance evaluat ions ; 

5 .  Al l source s o f  funding and a ctual ful l-t ime - employees (FTE )  ; and 

6. Evidence of evalua t i on of s e rvices by users . 

SECT I ON 1 8  . NEW LAW A new section of l aw t o  be codi fied in the Okl ahoma Statutes 
as Section 6- 1 97 o f  Title 70 , unl e s s  there i s  created a dupli cation in numbering , 
reads as fol lows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6- 1 97 » 

A .  All s t udents graduat ing from an accredi t ed ins titution o f  higher education ap
proved or accredited by the Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparation for the 
preparation of educational personnel on or after Septembe r  I, 1 999, and s e eking t o  
ent er the pub l i c  educat ion s ys t em a s  a t eacher shall b e  subj ect t o  the a s s e s sment , 
certificat i on and l i censing procedures e s tabl i shed in t he Oklahoma Teacher Prepara
t ion Act . Except as provided for in subsection B o f  this section ,  all s tudents 
graduat ing from an accredi t ed inst itut ion of higher education prior to S ept ember I, 

1 999, and s e e king to ent er the publ ic educat i on s ys t em a s  a t eacher shall be sub
j e ct to the a s s e s sment , li cens ing and cert i f i ca t i on requirement s in e ffect be fore 
July I, 1 997 . 

B .  Any person who graduates from an accredi t e d  ins t i t ut ion o f  higher educat ion 
prior t o  September I, 1 999, and s e e ks cert i f i cation or endors ement subsequent t o  
September I ,  1 999, to t e ach a subj ect a r e a  which t h e  teacher was not certified t o  
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teach prior to September 1 ,  1 999, fol l owing complet i on of the required higher edu
cat i on shall be required to succe s s fu l l y  complete the compet ency exami nat i on for 
such s ubj ect area prior to receiving s uch cert i fi cation or endors ement . 

SECTION 1 9 .  NEW LAW A new sect ion of law t o  be codi fied in the O kl ahoma S t atut e s  
as S e c t i on 6-198 of T i t l e  70 , unl e s s  there i s  created a duplication in numbering , 
reads as fol l ows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 98 » 

On or be fore January 1 ,  1 996, the State Board o f  Education sha l l  review each of 
i t s  rules perta ining t o  t eacher education, t es ting, l i censure and cert i fi ca t i on ,  
ent ry-year and s t a f f  development for t h e  purpose of repealing o r  modi fying such 
rul e s  or adopting new rules to be cons i s t ent with the provi s i ons and purposes o f  
t h e  Oklahoma Te a cher Preparat i on Act . 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 78 » 

SECTION 2 0 . AMENDATORY Section 8 ,  Chapter 3 0 8 , O . S . L .  1 992 , as l a s t  amended by 
Sect i on 6, Chapter 2 2 4 , O . S . L . 1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Sect ion 6-1 78 )  , is amended 
to read as follows : 

Sect i on 6-178 . A .  There i s  hereby created« - ,  t o  cont inue unt i l  Jul y  1 ,  1 998 , in 

accordance with the provi s ions o f  the Okl ahoma Sunset Law, Sect i on 3 90 1  et seq . of 
T i t l e  74 of the Okl ahoma Statut e s , -» the Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Prepara
ti on . The Commis s ion shall be composed o f  « -thirty-three (3 3 )  ->>« +twent y ( 2 0 )  
members , s i xteen o f  whom sha l l  b e  vot ing members and four o f  whom sha l l  be e x  offi
c i o ,  nonvot ing members . The s ixteen vot ing+» members « -to->>« +sha l l  s e rve s t ag
gered t e rms o f  three (3 ) years , except a s  otherwis e  provided, and shal l+» be ap
point ed as fol l ows : 

1 .  The Spe a ker of the House of Repre sentatives shall appoint : 

a .  « - four members from the Okl ahoma House o f  Repre s entat ive s ,  -» 

« -b . ->>« -three ->>« +one+>> publ i c  s chool « - t ea chers ->>« +teacher+>> who « 
are employees->>« + i s  an employee+» o f  an Okl ahoma publ i c  s chool di s t r i ct« + ,  who 
sha l l  s e rve an initial term of two ( 2) years+» , 

« - c  . ->>« -one member from a priva t e  Oklahoma i ns t itut i on o f  higher educat i on 
who i s  on the teacher educat ion facult y ,  -» 

« -d . ->>« -one member from an ins t i t ut i on o f  higher education in The Oklahoma 
State S ys t em of H igher Educat i on who i s  on the arts and s ci ences facul t y ,  -» 

« - e  . ->>« +b . +>>« -two->>« +one+>> lay « - persons->>« +pers on+>> who « -each 
have->>« +ha s+>> at l e a s t  one chi l d  who i s  a student in an e l ement ary or s e condary 
pub l i c  s chool in thi s s t at e ,  

« - f  . ->>« -one member with experience i n  s ervices t o  chi ldren and youth , -» 
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« -g . ->>« -one member who i s  a superint endent o f  an area vocat iona l -t echnical 
s chool di strict , -» 

« +c . one member of the Oklahoma S t ate Regent s for Higher Educat ion who shall 
s e rve an ini t i a l  term of t wo ( 2 )  years , +» and 

« -h . ->>« +d . +>> one member who i s  a principal of an Oklahoma « - e l ement ary-» 
public s chool « +who shall s erve an i ni t i a l  t e rm of one (1 ) year+» ; 

2 .  The Pre s i dent Pro Tempore o f  the Senate sha l l  appoint : 

a .  « - four members from the Okl ahoma State Senat e ,  -» 

« -b . ->>« - hree->>« +one+>> publ i c  s chool « - t eache rs ->>« +teache r+>> who 
+to 

« 
are employees ->>« +is an employe e+» o f  an Okl ahoma pub l i c  s chool district « 
s e rve an initial term o f  one (1 ) year+» , 

« - c . ->>« +b . +>>« -one member from an inst itut ion of higher educat i on in The 
Oklahoma State S ys t em of Hi gher Educa t i on who i s  on the te acher educa t i on faculty
>>« +one member o f  the State Board of Educa t i on who shall s e rve an init i a l  t erm o f  
one (1 ) year+» , 

« -d . -» « -one member from a private Oklahoma inst itution of higher educa t i on 
who i s  on the arts and sciences facul t y ,  -» 

« -e . ->>« +c . +>> one lay person who has « -at least one child who is a student 
in an elementary or se condary pub l i c  s chool in this state->>« +had s ome educational 
employment experi ence+» , « +  and+» 

« - f . -» « -one member who is a l eader in busine s s  in the s tate , -» 

« -g . ->>« +d . +>> one member who i s  a pub l i c  s chool s uperint endent o f  an Oklahoma 
public s chool« - ,  -» « +di s trict to s e rve an ini t i a l  t e rm of two ( 2 )  years+» 

« -h . ->>« -one member who is a principal o f  an Okl ahoma s e condary pub l i c  s choo l  , 
and-» 

« -i . ->>« -one member who is an unde rgraduate s t udent -» ; 

3 .  « +The Governor shall appoint : +» 

« +a . one member from a private Okl ahoma ins t itution of higher education who i s  
t he dean o r  director o f  an approved teacher education program who shall s erve an 
initial t erm of one (1) year ,  +» 

« +b . one member of the Okl ahoma State Regents for Higher Educat i on who sha l l  
s e rve a n  ini t i a l  t e rm of two ( 2 )  yea rs , +» 
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« +c . one member o f  the State Board o f  Education , +» 

« +d . one teacher from an area vocat ional-t echnical s chool di s t rict who shall 
serve an initial term o f  one ( 1 ) year , +» 

« +e . one member from an ins t itution o f  higher education in The Oklahoma State 

System o f  Hi gher Educat ion who i s  on the art s and sci ences f acul t y  to s e rve an ini
tial t e rm o f  two ( 2 )  years , +» 

« + f  . one member from an i ns t i t ut i on of higher education in The Oklahoma System 
of Higher Education who is on the t ea cher education facul t y ,  and+» 

« +g . two public s chool t e achers who are employees of an Oklahoma pub l i c  s chool 
district ; +» 

« -Two members , one t o  be appointed by the Speaker o f  the House o f  Representatives 
and one to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore o f  the S enat e ;  -» 

4 .  The « +ex officio , nonvot ing members shall include the+» State S uperint endent 
of Pub l i c  I n s t ruct ion « - s hall s e rve as a member of the Commi s s i on ;  -» 

« - 5  . The->>« + ,  the+» Chancellor o f  Highe r  Education « -shall s e rve as a member 
of the Commi s s ion; and-» 

« - 6 .  The->>« + ,  the+» Director of the State Department of Vocati onal and Techni 
cal Educat ion « -shall serve as a member o f  the Commi s s ion->>« +and the Secretary 
of Educa t i on or their de s i gnees+» . 

B .  « -Members of the Commi s s i on ,  except l egislat ive members , sha l l  be reimbursed 
for attendance at Commi s s i on meet ings b y  the appo inting agency pursuant t o  the 
State Trave l Reimbursement Act , S e ct i on 5 0 0 . 1  et seq . o f  T i t l e  74 o f  t he Okl ahoma 
Statut e s ,  except as otherwi s e  provided by law . Legi s l at ive members shal l be re im
bursed in a c cordance with Section 4 5 6  of T i t l e  74 of the Okl ahoma Statut e s  . -» 

« + 1  . The members of the Commis s ion sha l l  s e rve without compensat i on ,  but shall be 
allowed actual and necess ary expen ses incurred in the per formance o f  their dut i e s  , 
as provi ded in the State Travel Re imburs ement Act . +» 

« +2 . The Commission shall hold meetings as nece s sary at a pl ace and t ime fixed by 
the Commi s s ion . The first meet ing of the Commi s s ion, which shall be held on or af
ter July 1 ,  1 9 9 5 ,  shall be called by the Exe cutive Director o f  the Commis s ion . At 
the first me e ting , the Commi s s i on shall s e l ect one o f  the members to s erve a s  chair 
and another member to s e rve a s  vice-cha i r  . At the first ensuing me eting in each 

fi s cal year thereaft e r ,  the cha i r  and vice-chair for the ensuing year sha l l  be 
elected . Special me et ings may be ca l led by the cha i r  or by five members of the 
Commi s s ion by de l ivery o f  wri t t en noti c e  t o  each membe r  o f  the Commi s s ion . A ma 
j o rity o f  the vot ing members o f  the Commi s s ion shall be pre s ent at the meet ing t o  
cons t i tute a quorum o f  t h e  Commi s s ion . +» 

« +3 . The Commi s s ion may promul gate rul e s  and set fees pur suant t o  the purpo ses o f  
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thi s act . +» 

« + 4  . The Commi s s i on shall a s s i s t  the State Board o f  Educat i on and the Oklahoma 
State Regent s for Higher Education in conduct ing necess ary revi ews and planning ac
t i vi t i e s  related t o  the purpo ses o f  this act . The Commi s s ion shall provide a pub
l i c  forum for receiving comment s and di s s eminating i n forma t i on to the publi c  and 
the educat ion communi t y  regarding the purposes of this act . The Commi s s ion sha l l  
have t h e  authority t o  make recommendat ions to and otherwi se consult with t h e  State 
Board o f  Educat ion, the Oklahoma State Regent s for H i gher Educat i on ,  t he Okl ahoma 
State Board of Vocat ional and Technical Education, the Education Overs ight Board 
and the Legi s lature on matters which relate to the purposes of thi s act . +» 

« + 5  . The terms o f  the members shall begin Jul y  1 o f  the appli cable year . +» 

c .  « -The Spe a ke r  o f  the House o f  Repre s ent atives and the Pre side nt Pro Tempore o f  
the Senate shall de s i gnat e from among legi s l ative members o f  t h e  C ommi s s i on a 
chai rperson and vice-chairperson-» « +Members s e rving on the Okl ahoma Commi s s ion 
for Tea cher Preparation on the e ffective date of this act shall cease t o  be members 
on the e f fect ive date of this act . If quali fications a l l ow, all init i a l  appo int 
ment s shall be from among the membership o f  the Commi s s ion s e rving prior to January 
1 ,  1 995 . Appoint ing authorit i e s  shall s e e k  to provide a broad geographi c  repre sen
t a t i on of the members s e rving on the Commi s s i on+» . 

D .  The Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Tea cher Preparation may contract for s e rvices or 
employ s t a f f ,  as needed , t o  ful fill i t s  du ties and re spon sibi l i t i e s  . The Commis 
s i on m a y  enter i n t o  a contract which includes an agre ement with a state agency, 
board or commi s s ion to provide admini s t rat ive s upport t o  the Commi s s ion . 

E .  Members of the Commi s s i on sha l l  be exempt from the provi s i ons o f  Sect i on 6 o f  
T i t l e  5 1  o f  the Okl ahoma Statut e s ,  whi ch prohibits t h e  ho lding o f  any other office 
during the member ' s  t e rm o f  office on the Commi s s i on . 

« - F .  Staff a s s i s t ance shall be provided by the State Department o f  Education, the 
S t a t e  Regent s for Higher Education, the House o f  Repre s entative s , the S enate ,  and 
the Legi s l at ive Service Bureau . -» 

« -G . The Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Tea cher Preparation shall deve l op the new teacher 

prepa ration system with a s s i s t ance and recommendat i ons from the State Board o f  Edu
cation and the Okl ahoma State Regent s for Higher Education . -» 

« - H  . The Oklahoma Commi s s i on for Teacher Preparation shall appoint a subcommi t t e e  
on adminis trator prepara t ion . The integrated subcommi t t e e  on admi n i s t rator prepa
ration shall : -» 

« - 1  . S tudy and s ummari z e  how admini s t rators are current l y  being prepared for ad
min i s t rat ive re spons ibi l i t ies in Okl ahoma and how administrators are prepared for 
admi nistrative responsibi l i t i e s  i n  other states and nationwi de , and make any recom
mendat i ons on any other i s sues that the Oklahoma Comm i s s ion for Teacher Preparation 
deems necessary t o  ful f i l l  the di rect ives and purpo s e s  of thi s act ; -» 
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« - 2  . Study summar i z e  the current state of the art concerning administ rator 
preparat i on ;  - »  

« - 3  . Study t h e  current Okl ahoma admi nistrator preparation curriculum; -» 

accrediting« - 4  . Review recommendations o f  nati onal and s t at e  organi z a t i ons and 
a s s ociat i ons that have i s sued report s on administrator preparation ; -» 

« - 5  . I nt e rvi ew the educat i on facult i e s  at pub l i c  and private higher education in
s t i tutions on recommendat i ons for changes t o  the current admini s trator preparat i on 
curriculum ;  -» 

« - 6 .  I nterview parent s and l e gal guardians of s choo l -age chi l dren on their recom
mendations for change s to the current admin is trator prepara t i on 

« - 7 .  Examine the met hodology used by the State Department o f  
ing higher education s chools and colleges of educat i on in Okl ahoma ; -» 

« - 8  . Make recommendat i ons on t he feas ibi l i t y  and pract i c a l i t y  o f  
i s t rators t o  have teaching respons ibi l i t i e s  in the clas sroom; and-» 

« - 9 .  Make recommendat ions on policies and programs for admini s t rator preparation 
that need t o  be modi fied and changed and incorporat ed into the new teacher prepara
t i on sys t em and on recommendat i ons for changes in the admini s t rator preparat i on 
curriculum that will improve the quality of admini s t rator preparat i on and educat i on 
in the State of Okl ahoma . -» 

S ECT I ON 2 1 . NEW LAW A new sect ion o f  law t o  be codi f i ed in the Oklahoma S tatut e s  
a s  Sect i on 6- 2 0 0  o f  T i t l e  70 , unle s s  there i s  created a duplicat ion in numbering , 
reads as foll ows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6- 2 0 0  » 

Subj ect t o  the avail ability o f  funds , the Oklahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Prepara
t ion sha l l  have authority t o  deve l op and admini s t er tra ining for res idency commi t 
t ee s  and t ra ining for pro fess i ona l deve lopment through profe s s i onal development in
s t itutes . Profe s s i onal deve l opment ins t i tutes shall be subj ect to the approval o f  
t h e  State Board o f  Education for profe s s i onal devel opment purpo ses and sha l l  b e  de
fined as continuing educat i on experiences which cons i s t  of a minimum of thirty ( 3 0 )  
c l o c k  hours . The institutes shall b e  competency-based, emphas i z e e f fe ct i ve l e arn
ing pract i c e s , require collaborat i on among parti cipant s ,  and require each part i c i 
pant to prepare a work product which can be uti l i z e d  i n  t h e  clas sroom b y  t h e  par
t i c ipant . Any state profe s s ional devel opment inst itut e s  admini s t ered by the Com
mi s s ion shall be chosen through a compet i tive bid proc e s s  and i f  funds are avai l 
able subj ect t o  peer review . The Commi s s ion,  prior to of fering any profe s s i onal 
development ins titut e ,  shall promulgate rules related t o  admini ster ing s t at e  pro
f e s s i onal development institute s .  

SECTI ON 2 2  . NEW LAW A new section of law t o  be codi fied in the Oklahoma Statutes 
a s  Section 6- 2 0 1  o f  Title 70 , unl e s s  there i s  created a dup l i ca t i on in numbering , 
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reads a s  fol lows : 

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-2 0 1  » 

Effect i ve for the 1 998 fiscal year , the State Board o f  Educat ion, the Okl ahoma 
State Regent s for Higher Education, the Oklahoma S t at e  Board of Vocational and 
Technical Educa t i on and the Okl ahoma Commi s s ion for Teacher Prepara t i on shall annu
ally prepare a j oint funding plan for submi s s i on by September 1 of each year to the 
Office of State Finance and the Legi s l ature which reflects the e s t imated s t a t e  
cos t s  for t h e  f i s cal y e a r  o f  the ent i re teacher education , a s s e s sment , l i censure 
and cert i fi cation ,  res idency and profe s s i onal development s ystem . The p l an shall 
provide for the uti l i z at i on o f  a l l  f inancial resources from federa l ,  s t a t e , loca l ,  
and private sources and shall provide for the coordinati on o f  tho s e  resources t o  
fund a n y  r e lated s ervice s  . The individual component s o f  the plan , as they relate 
to individual agencie s ,  shall be incorporat ed annually int o each a f fected agency ' s  
budget request in accordance with the provi s i ons o f  Section 4 1  . 2 9 o f  T i t l e  62 o f  
the Oklahoma Statut e s  . 

« OK ST T .  70 § 3 -1 0 4  » 

SECT I ON 2 3 .  AMENDATORY 70 O . S .  1 991 , Section 3 -1 0 4  , as l a s t  amended by Section 1 
o f  Enrol l e d  Senate B i l l  No . 4 79 o f  the 1 s t  S e s s i on o f  the 4 5th Okl ahoma Legi s l a
ture , i s  amended t o  read as foll ows : 

Sect ion 3 - 1 0 4  . The cont rol o f  the S t at e  Department o f  Education and the s upervi 
s i on o f  the publi c  s chool system o f  Okl ahoma shall be ves t e d  in the State Board of 
Educat i on and, subj ect t o  l imitat i ons otherwi s e  provided by law, the State Board o f  
Education shall : 

1 .  E s t ab l i sh and pres cribe the dut i e s  o f  an executive officer who shal l  be the 
State Supe r int endent o f  Public Instruct i on and whos e  dut i e s  shall i nclude the re
spons ibi l i t y  to give advi ce and ma ke recommendations t o  the Board on all matters 
pertain ing t o  the policies and administration o f  the State Department o f  Education 
and the pub l i c  s chool s ys tem; 

2 .  Adopt policies and make rul es for the operat i on o f  the State Department o f  Edu
cation and the publ i c  s chool s ys t em of the s t a t e ; 

3 .  Organi z e  and have control of the admini s t rat ive and s upe rvi sory agenc i e s ,  divi 
s i ons , pers onnel and their appointment and salaries and other operations necess ary 
to carry out the powers , dut i e s  and funct i ons of the Board and its execut ive o f f i 
cer ; 

4 .  Have author i t y  t o  r e quire the coordinat ion of a l l  divi s i ons of the State De
partment of Education through its executive o f f i c e r ,  de legate general superv i s ion 
o f  a l l  emp loyees t o  i t s  executive officer,  require a l l  re commendations t o  be pre
sented through its execut i ve o f ficer , require its executive o f ficer to be re spons i
ble for inte rpretation o f  the Board ' s  policy,  requi re any employee of the Board t o  
pre sent a n y  spe c i f i c  mat t e r  direct l y  t o  t h e  Board; 

© 2 0 1 0  Thomson Reuters . No Cl a im t o  Ori g .  US Gov . Works . 



OK LEGIS 322 (1995) Page 26 
1 995 Okla. Sess. Law Servo Ch. 322 (H.B. 1549) (WEST) 

5 .  Appoint , pres cribe the dut i e s  and fix the compens ation o f  a s e cretary, an at 
t orney and a l l  other personnel neces sary for the proper performance o f  the func
t ions of the State Board o f  Educat ion . The secret ary sha l l  not be a member of the 
Board; 

6. Submit t o  the Governor a departmental budget based upon ma j or funct ions o f  the 
Department supported by deta i led data on needs and proposed opera t i ons as part i al l y  
determined by the budgetary needs o f  local s chool districts filed with the State 
Board of Education for the ens uing fi s cal year . Appropriations there for sha l l  be 
made in lump -sum form for each maj or item in the budget as follows : 

a .  State Aid t o  s choo l s , 

b .  the s upervis ion of all other functions o f  general and spec i a l  education in
c luding general control , free t extboo ks , s chool lunch, Indian education and a l l  
other funct i ons of t h e  Board and an amount suffici ent t o  adequately s t a f f  and ad
minister thes e  s ervi c e s , and 

c .  the Board shall determine the de tails by whi ch the budget and the appropria
t i ons are admini s t e red . Annua l l y ,  the Board shall make preparations t o  cons ol idate 
all of the funct i ons o f  the Department in s uch a way that the budget can be based 
on two items , administ rat i on and aid t o  s choo l s  . A max imum amount for administra
t ion sha l l  be de s i gnated a s  a part of the t o t a l  appropriation; 

7 .  On the first day o f  December preceding each regular s e s s ion o f  the Legi s l ature , 
prepare and de liver to the Governor and the Legi s l ature a report for the year end
i ng June 30 immediat e l y  preceding said regular s e s s ion of the Legi s l ature . Said 
report sha l l  contain : 

a .  det ailed s t at i s t i cs and other informat i on concerning enrollment , attendance ,  
expenditure s including State Aid, and other pertinent data for a l l  pub l i c  s chools 
in this s t at e ,  

b .  repor t s  from each and every divi s i on , department , insti tution o r  other agency 
under the s upervi s i on of the Board, 

c .  recommendat i ons for the improvement of the publ i c  s chool s ys t em of the s t at e ,  

d .  a s t a t ement o f  the receipts and expendi t ures o f  the State Board o f  Educa t i on 
for the past year , and 

e .  a statement of plans and recommendat i ons for the management and improvement 
of public s chools and s uch other informat ion relat ing to the educa t i onal int e r e s t s  
o f  the state a s  m a y  be deemed necessary and desirable ; 

8 .  Provide for the formul ation and adoption o f  curricul a ,  cour ses of s t udy and 
other ins tructiona l aids nece s s ary for the adequate instruction of pup i l s  in the 
public s chool s ;  

9 .  Have « - fu l l  and exclus ive-» authority in « - a l l - »  matters pert ai ning t o  « 
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st andards o f  qua l i fications and-» the « +li censure and+» certifi cation o f  persons 
for instruc t i ona l ,  s upervi sory and admini strative posit i ons and s e rvices in the 
publ i c  s chools o f  the s t a t e  « +  subj ect t o  the provi s i ons o f  Sect i on 5 o f  this 
act+» , and shall formulate rules governing the i s suance and revocation o f  certi f i 
cat e s  f o r  s uperintendent s o f  s chool s ,  principal s ,  supervi sor s ,  l ibrarians , clerica l  
employee s ,  s chool nurs e s ,  s chool bus drivers , visiting teachers , clas sroom teachers 
and for other personnel performing instruct i onal , administ rative and supervi sory 
services , but not including members of boards o f  education and other employees who 
do not work di rectly with pupi l s ,  and may charge and collect reasonable fees for 
the i s suance of s uch certi ficat es . Al l funds collected by the State Department o f  
Education f o r  t h e  i s s uance o f  ce rt i f i cates t o  instruct ional , s upervisory and admin
i s t ra t ive personnel in the publ i c  s chools of the state sha ll be deposited in the 
" Teachers ' Certi ficate Fund " in the State Treasury and may be expended by the State 
Board o f  Education « -to reimburse the activi t i e s  of the Educational Pro f e s s i onal 
St andards Board for actual and neces s ary travel expens e s  a s  provided in t he State 
Travel Reimburs ement Act , Section 5 0 0  . 1  et seq.  o f  T i t l e  74 o f  the Okl ahoma Stat
ut e s ,  i n  att ending meet ings o f  the Board, i t s  commit t e e s  and s ubcommittee s ,  ->>« +to 
finance the act ivit i e s  o f  the State Department of Educat ion nece s s ary t o  admini s t er 
the program ,  +» for consultat ive se rvi ces , publ i cation cost s ,  a ctual and nece s s ary 

travel expense s  a s  provided in the State Travel Reimburs ement Act incurred by per
sons performing res earch wor k ,  and other expens e s  found nece s sary by the State 
Board o f  Education for the improvement o f  the prepara t i on and certi fication o f  
teachers in Oklahoma . Provided, « -that the requi rement s for a cert i f i cate for su

perintendent o f  s choo l s  and principal shall include not less than a s t andard ma s 
ter ' s  degre e ,  s uch other pro fess i onal educat i on and requirements a s  may be fixed b y  
t h e  S t at e  Board of Education and a minimum o f  two (2 ) years ' s ucce s s ful t eaching, 
supervi sory or admini s t rative exper ience in public s choo l s  . Provided, further ,  
that cert i fi cates may b e  r evo ked by the State Board o f  Educat i on f o r  wil l ful viola
t i on o f  any rule o f  the State Board o f  Educa t i on or o f  any federal or state law or 
other proper cause but only a fter suffici ent hearing has been given before the 
State Board of Educat ion,  provided that t ea ching in a Head S t art program or pro
grams shall be used for renewal of a s t andard t eaching cert i fi cate->>« + any unob l i 
gated ba lance i n  t h e  Teachers ' Certi ficate Fund i n  excess o f  T e n  Thous and Dollars 
($ 10 ,  0 0 0  . 0 0 )  on June 3 0  o f  any fiscal year shall be t rans ferred t o  the General 

Revenue Fund of the State of Oklahoma . Unt i l  July 1 ,  1997, the State Board of Edu
cat ion shall have authority for approval of t eacher educat ion programs . The State 
Board o f  Education shall also have authori t y  for the admi ni s t ration of t eacher 
res idency and profess i onal development , subj ect to the provi s i ons of the Oklahoma 
Teacher Preparat i on Act+» ; 

1 0 .  Promulgate rules governing the clas s i fi cation ,  inspec t i on ,  s upervi s i on and ac
credi t ing o f  a l l  pub l i c  nur sery, kinde rgart e n ,  e l ement ary and s econdary s choo l s  and 
on-s it e  educat i onal s e rvices provided by pub l i c  s chool di s t r i c t s  or state
accredited private s chools in part ial hospi t a l i zation programs , da y treatment pro
grams , and day hospi t a l  programs as de fined i n  this act for persons between the 
ages of three (3 ) and t went y- one (2 1) years of age in the state . Howeve r ,  no 
school shall be denied accreditat ion solely on the bas i s  of average dai l y  atten
dance . 

Any s chool district whi ch maint ains an element ary s chool and faces the nece s s i t y  
o f  rel ocat ing i t s  s chool faci l i t i e s  because o f  construct i on o f  a l a ke , e i ther b y  
state or federal authori t y ,  which w i l l  inundate the s chool fac i l i t i e s , shall be en
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t i t l e d  to receive probationary accredi t a t i on from the S t ate Board o f  Educat i on for 
a period o f  five (5 ) years after the e f fective date o f  this act and any s chool di s 
trict , otherwi s e  qua l i fied, s h a l l  b e  entitled t o  receive probat ionary accredi t at i on 
from the State Board o f  Education for a period o f  two (2 ) cons ecut i ve years t o  at
tain the minimum average dai l y  att endance . The Head Start and public nurseries or 
kindergart ens operated from Communi t y  Action Program funds shall not be subj ected 
t o  the a ccredi t ing rul e s  o f  the State Board o f  Educa t i on . Neither wi l l  the State 
Board o f  Education make rules a f fect ing the operat i on o f  the publ i c  nurseries and 
kindergartens operated from federal funds secured through Communi t y  Act i on Programs 
even though they may be operating in the publ ic s choo l s  of the s t at e . Howeve r ,  any 
of the Head S t art or public nurseries or kinde rgartens operated under federal regu
lat ions may make appl ication for accredit ing from the S t ate Board of Education but 
wi l l  be accredited only i f  appl icat ion for the approval of the programs is made . 
The s t atus o f  no s chool di s t rict shall be changed which will reduce i t  t o  a lower 
c l a s s i fication unt i l  due not ice has been given to the proper authorit i e s  thereof 
and an opportun i t y  given t o  correct the condi t i ons which otherwise would be the 
cause of such reduct ion . 

Private and parochial s chools may be accredi t e d  and c l a s s i fied in l i ke manner as 
pub l i c  s chool s  or, if an accredit ing a s sociation i s  approved by the State Board o f  
Education, b y  procedures es tabl ished b y  the State Board of Education t o  accept ac
credit a t i on by s uch a ccredit ing a s s ociation, if application i s  made t o  the State 
Board o f  Educat i on for such accredi t ing; 

11 . Be the legal agent of the State o f  Oklahoma t o  accep t ,  in its di scretion, the 
prov i s i ons o f  any Act of Congr e s s  appropri a t ing or apport i oning funds which are 
now, or may hereafter be , provided for use in connection with any phase of the sys
t em o f  public educat i on in Okla homa . I t  shall pres cribe such rul e s  as i t  finds 
necessary to provide for the proper di s t r ibut i on of s uch funds in a ccordance with 
the s t a t e  and federal laws ; 

12 . Be and is speci f i ca l l y  hereby de s i gnat ed a s  the agency o f  this state t o  coop
erate and deal with any o fficer, board or authority of the Uni ted S tates Government 
under any law of the Uni ted States wh ich may require or recommend cooperat i on with 
any s t a t e  board having charge o f  the admini s tration o f  pub l i c  s chools unl e s s  other
wise provided by l aw ;  

13 . B e  and i s  he reby de s i gnated a s  the " S t a t e  Educational Agency "  re ferred t o  in 
Public Law 3 96 o f  the 79th Congre s s  of the Unit e d  S t at e s ,  which law states that 
said act may be cited as the "National S chool Lunch Act " ,  and said State Board of 
Educat i on i s  hereby authori zed and directed t o  a ccept the terms and provi s i ons of 
said act and to ent er into s uch agreement s ,  not in confl ict with the Const itution 
of Oklahoma or the Constitution and Statutes o f  the Uni t ed Stat e s  , as may be nece s 
s a r y  or appropriate t o  se cure f o r  t h e  S t at e  o f  Okl ahoma t h e  bene f i t s  o f  t he s chool 
lunch program e s t ab l i shed and referred to i n  said act ; 

14 . Have author i t y  t o  secure and admini s t e r  the bene f i t s  of the National S chool 
Lunch Act , Publ i c  Law 3 96 of the 79th Congre s s  of the United State s ,  in the State 
o f  Okl ahoma and is hereby authori z ed t o  employ o r  appoint and fix t he compensat i on 
of s uch addi t i onal o ff i cers or employees and t o  incur s uch expens e s  as may be nec
es s ary for the accompl ishment of the above purpos e ,  admini s t e r  the di s t ribution of 
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any state funds appropriated by the Legi sla ture requi red as federal matching to re
imburs e  on chi l dren ' s  meal s  ; 

1 5  . Accept and provide for the admini s t ra t i on o f  any land, mone y ,  bui ldings , 
g i ft s ,  donat ion or other things o f  value which may be o f fered or bequeathed to the 
s chools under t he supervi s i on or cont rol o f  s aid Board; 

1 6 .  Have authority to require persons having administrative control o f  all s chool 
districts in Oklahoma to make s uch regular and special reports regarding the ac
t ivit ies of the s chools in said districts a s  the Board may deem needful for the 
proper exerci s e  of its dut ies and funct i ons . Such authority sha l l  include the 
ri ght o f  the State Board of Educat ion t o  wi thhold all s t at e  funds under its con
trol , to withhold official recogni t i on , including accredit ing, unt il s uch required 
report s have been filed and accepted in the o ffice o f  said Board and to revoke the 
certificates o f  persons fail ing or refus ing t o  make such report s ;  

1 7 .  Have general supervis ion o f  the s chool lunch program . The State Board o f  Edu
cat ion may sponsor workshops for personnel and part i cipant s in the s chool lunch 
program and may devel op ,  print and di s t r ibute free of charge or s e l l  any materia l s , 
books and bul l et ins to be used in s uch s chool lunch programs . There i s  hereby cre
ated in the State Treasury a revolving fund for the Board, to be de s i gnated the 
S chool Lunch Wor kshop Revol ving Fund . The fund shall cons i s t  o f  all fees derived 
from or on behal f  of any parti cipant in any such wor kshop spons ored b y  the State 
Board of Education , or from the s a l e  o f  any materia l s , books and bul l e tins , and 
s uch funds shall be disbursed for expenses of s uch workshops and for devel oping , 
print ing and di s t ribut ing o f  s uch ma terial s ,  books and bul l et ins relat ing t o  the 
s chool lunch program . The fund shall be admini s t ered in accordance with the Re
volving Fund Procedures Act ; 

1 8  . Pre s c r ibe a l l  forms for s chool district and count y officers t o  report t o  the 
State Board o f  Education where r e quired . The S t at e  Board of Education shall a l s o  
pres cribe a l i s t  o f  appropriat i on a ccounts b y  which the funds of s chool districts 
shall be budget ed, accounted for and expende d ;  and i t  s h a l l  be the dut y  o f  t he 
State Audit o r  and I nspector in pres cribing a l l  budgeting, a ccount ing and reporting 
forms for s chool funds to conform t o  s uch l i s t s ;  

1 9 .  Provide for the e s tabli shment o f  a uni form s ys t em o f  pup i l  and pe rsonnel ac
count ing, records and reports ; 

2 0  . Have authority t o  provide for the health and safety o f  s chool chi ldren and 
s chool personnel whi l e  under the j urisdiction o f  s chool authorities ; 

2 1 .  Provide for the s upervision o f  the transport a t i on o f  pupils ; 

2 2  . Have authorit y ,  upon request o f  the local s chool board, t o  act in behal f  o f  
t h e  public s chools of t h e  s t a t e  in t h e  purchase of transport ation e quipment ; 

2 3 .  Have authority and i s  hereby required t o  perform a l l  dut i e s  neces sary t o  the 
admini stra t i on o f  the pub l i c  s chool s ystem i n  Oklahoma a s  spe ci fied in the Okl ahoma 
S chool Code ; and, in addi t i on there t o ,  those dut i e s  not spe c i fically ment i oned 
herein if not delegated by law t o  any other agency or o f fi c i a l ; 

© 2 0 1 0  Thomson Reuters . No C laim t o  Orig . US Gov . Works . 



OK LEGIS 322 (1995) Page 30 

1995 Okla. Sess. Law Servo Ch. 322 (H.B. 1549) (WEST) 

2 4  . Admin i s ter the State Publ i c  Common S chool Bui lding E qua l i zat i on Fund e st ab
li shed by Sect ion 32 of Art icle X of the Okl ahoma Const i t ut ion . Any roya l t i e s  , bo

nu ses , rentals or other monies der ived from oil and gas and all other mineral 
leases on l ands that have been or may be grant ed by the United States t o  the s t ate 
for the use and bene fit o f  the common s chools , or l ands that are o r  may be held by 
the Commi s s ioners of the Land Office for the use and bene fit of the common s choo l s , 
the proce eds o f  the sale o f  eas ement s ,  improvement s and s and and gravel on any s uch 
lands , the proceeds of a l l  property that shall fall to the state b y  e s cheat , penal
ties for unl awful holding of real e s t a t e  by corporat i ons , and capital gains on a s 
sets o f  the permanent s chool funds , s h a l l  be depo s i t ed in s uch State Publ i c  Common 
S chool Building Equal i z a t i on Fund, which shall be used t o  aid s chool di s t ri ct s  in 
acqui ring bui ldings under rul e s  pres cribed by the State Board of Education ,  as the 
admini s t e ring agency, subj ect t o  the l imitations fixed 'by Section 32 o f  Art icle X 

o f  the Oklahoma Constitut ion . The State Board of Educat i on shall pres cribe rules 
for ma king grants of aid from, and for otherwi s e  admini s t ering, s uch fund , and may 
employ and fix the dut ies and compens a t i on of technicians , aides , c l e r ks , stenogra
phers , at t orneys and other personnel deemed nece ssary to per form i t s  dut i e s ;  and 
the cost of adminis tering s uch fund shall be paid from funds curren t l y  available 
for the operat i on of the State Department o f  Educat ion . It shall be t he dut y of 
the State Board of Education, the Commi s s i oners of the Land Office and a l l  other 
publ i c  agenci e s , officers and employees to observe and comply with the provi s i ons 
of this paragraph, in all respect s ;  and they shall not be held l i able for any 

amount , penalty or punishment for having done s o ,  unle s s  and unt il they are di
rected to do otherwi se by a court o f  competent j urisdi ct i on ; 

2 5  . Recogn i z e  that the Director o f  the Okl ahoma Department of Corr e c t i ons sha l l  be 
the admini s t rat ive authority for the s chools which are maintained in the state re
formatories and sha ll appoint the princ ipa ls and t eachers in such s chool s .  Pro
vided , that rules of the S t at e  Board of Education for the c l a s s i fi cation, inspec
t i on and a ccreditation of pub l i c  s choo l s  shall be applicable t o  such s choo l s  ; and 
such s chools sha l l  comply with s t andards set by the State Board of Education ;  

2 6 .  Have authori t y  t o  administer a revolving fund which i s  he reby created in the 
State Treasury, to be de s i gnated the S t at i s t i cal S e rvices Revolving Fund . The fund 
shall cons ist of a l l  monie s  received from the various s chool di s t r i c t s  of the 
s t a t e ,  t he United States Gove rnment , and other sources for the purpose o f  furnish
ing or financing s t a t i s t i c a l  s e rvices and for any other purpo s e  a s  de s i gnated by 
the Legi s l at ure . The State Board o f  Education is hereby authori z e d  t o  enter into 
agreement s with s chool di strict s ,  municipal i t i e s , the Uni ted S t at e s  Government , 
founda t i ons and other agenc i e s  or individual s  for s ervice s , programs or research 
proj ect s . The Statist ical Servi c e s  Revolving Fund shall be admini s t ered in a ccor
dance with the Revolving Fund Procedures Act , Section 155 et seq . of T i t l e  62 of 
the Okl ahoma Statut e s ; and 

2 7 .  Have authori t y  to review prel iminary plans for new cons t ruct ion and maj or al
teration of public s chool buil dings where s tructural changes are proposed . No bids 
shall be let for the cons t ruct i on or maj or alteration of any publ i c  s chool bu il ding 
unt i l  pre liminary plans and specifications for such cons t ruct i on or al t e r at ion have 
been s ubmi tted to and reviewed by the S t at e  Department of Education . The period of 
t ime during whi ch such review is conducted by the State Department of Education 
sha l l  not exceed thirty ( 3 0 )  days . The State Department of Educa t i on shall advise 
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each local s chool distri ct regarding s aid review o f  preliminary p l ans and speci fi
cations . Provided, nothing in this s ubsection shall be cons t rued a s  repealing any 
ordinance or bui lding code of any c i t y ,  t own or count y .  

« OK S T  T .  70 § 3 -1 1 6  » 

SECTI ON 2 4  . AMENDATORY 70 O . S .  1 991 , Sect i on 3 -1 1 6, as amended by Section 1 ,  
Chapt er 2 3 2 , O . S . L . 1 994 ( 70 O . S .  S upp . 1 994 , Sect i on 3 -1 1 6) , i s  amended t o  read a s  
follows : 

S e c t i on 3 - 1 1 6 .  A .  There i s  hereby created the Educat i on Oversight Board . The mem

bership of the Educat i on Overs ight Board sha l l  cons i s t  o f : 

1 .  The Chairperson o f  the Education Committee o f  the Oklahoma House o f  Representa
tives ; 

2 .  The Chairpe rson o f  the Education Committee o f  the Senat e ;  

3 .  One member, who i s  not a l egislator,  appointed b y  the Governor ; 

4 .  One member , who i s  not a legislator,  appointed by the Spe a ker of the Okl ahoma 
House o f  Repre s ent at i ve s ;  and 

5 .  One member , who i s  not a l egislator,  appointed by the President Pro T empore of 
the Senat e  . 

The t wo Educa t i on Commit t e e  Chairper s ons shall serve as members o f  the Board a s  
l ong a s  each holds that position in s uch chairperson ' s  r e spect ive house . T h e  t e rms 
of the appointed members shall be s t aggered . The ini t i a l  t e rm of the member ap
pointed by the Governor shall expire on June 3 0 ,  1996 . The init i a l  t e rm o f  the 
member appo inted by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall e xpire on June 
3 0 ,  1 995 . The init i a l  t erm of the member appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Repres ent atives shall expire on June 3 0 ,  1 994 . Aft e r  expi rat ion o f  the initial 
t e rms , the terms o f  the three appointed members shall be three ( 3 ) ye ars and shall 
begin on Jul y  1 o f  the year the pre ceding t e rm expire s  . No more than one appointed 
member may res ide in any one Congr e s s i onal District , count y ,  ci t y  or t own . If a 
vacancy occur s ,  the vacancy sha l l  be filled for the unexpired term in the same man
ner as the office was previously filled . 

B .  A chairpe rson and vice-chai rperson shall be e l ected annual l y  from the member
ship o f  the Board . A quorum wh ich shall cons i s t  o f  three members mus t  be pres ent 
for the transaction of any bu s i ne s s  . Members shall be reimbursed for t r avel in the 
per formance o f  the i r  o f ficial dut i e s  in accordance with the State Travel Re imbur se
ment Act . 

C .  The Educat i on Ove r s i ght Board shall have oversight over impl ementa t i on of « 
this act and->>« + :  +>> 

« + 1  . The provi s i ons o f  Enrol l ed Hous e B i l l  No . 10 1 7  of the 1 s t  Extraordinary S e s 
s ion o f  the 4 2 nd Okl ahoma Legi s l ature ; and+» 
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« +2 . The provi s i ons o f  the Okl ahoma Teacher Prepara t i on Act . +» 

« +0 . The Educat i on Ove r s i ght Board+» shall govern the operation of the Office o f  
Accountabi l i t y  created i n  Section « - 3 - 1 1 8 ->>« + 3 -1 1 7 +>> o f  this t i t le . The Secre
tary of Educat i on sha l l  be the chie f  exe cut ive offi cer o f  the Office o f  Account
abi lit y .  

SECTION 2 5  . NEW LAW A new s e ction o f  law t o  be codi fied in the Oklahoma Statutes 
a s  Sect i on 6-2 0 2  o f  Title 7 0 ,  unl e s s  there is created a dupl ication in numbering , 
reads as follows : 

« OK ST T .  7 0  § 6-2 0 2  » 

A .  Beginning July 1 ,  1 997 , there shall be created a " Te a cher Competency Review 
Pane l "  to ma ke recommendations to the State Board of Educat ion for the l i censure 
and cert i fication o f  peopl e who have not graduated from an approved te acher educa
t i on program in t h i s  s t at e ,  or who have never held a s t andard t eaching certificate 
in thi s s t at e ,  or who are not currently cert i fied t o  t e a ch in another state . No 
person shall be certi fied t o  teach pursuant t o  t he provi s i ons o f  this section 
un l e s s  the person holds at least a baccalaurea t e  degree from an accredited ins t i t u
t i on of higher education, has s ucce s s fully completed the required compe tency exami
nat ion ,  and has been a s s e s sed b y  and received a favorab l e  recommendat ion from the 
Teacher Competency Review Pane l  . 

B .  The members o f  the Te acher Competency Revi ew Panel shall be s e l ected by the 
State Board of Educat i on from a l i s t  of candida tes supplied by the Okl ahoma Commis
s i on for Teacher Prepara t i on . The Teacher Competency Review Pane l shall cons i s t  o f  
s even (7 ) members . 

C .  The State Board o f  Education shal l a s s e s s  candidat e s  s e e king certi fication to 
t each through the recommendat i on o f  the Teacher Competency Review Panel fees for 
the service in an amount sufficient to ful l y  fund the dut i e s  o f  the Teacher Compe
t ency Review Pane l  . 

« OK ST T .  7 0  § 5 -1 1 3 . 1  » 

SECT I ON 2 6 .  AMENDATORY 7 0  O . S .  1 991 , Section 5 - 1 1 3 . 1 , as last amended by Section 
9, Chapt er 3 60 ,  O . S . L . 1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 5 - 1 1 3 . 1 ) ,  is amended t o  
read as follows : 

Section 5 -1 1 3 . 1  A .  Except as otherwi se provided herein , no person may be employed 
or put under contract by a s chool di s t r i ct i f  that person i s  related to a member o f  
t h e  board o f  education o f  that s chool di strict within t h e  s econd degree of cons an
guinit y or a ffinity . A t eacher or employee a l ready under contract to or otherwi s e  
employed b y  the s chool di strict a t  the t ime the relationship i s  e s t abli shed may 
continue in said employment . « -A->>« + Except as otherwi s e  provided, a+» board 

member al ready s e rving at the t ime the relat i onship i s  e s t abli shed may serve out 
the term for whi ch the member was elected but sha l l  not be e l i gibl e to be a candi 
date for or serve succe s s i ve t e rms o f  office « +for which the member may be 
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o f  
e l ected . Thi s provis ion sha l l  not prevent a board member from serving succe s s i ve 
terms o f fice i f  otherwi se e l i gibl e  under the provi s ion o f  Section 5 - 1 1 3  o f  this 
t it le+» . No member o f  the board o f  educat i on who has r e s i gned from the board be
fore his or her term has expi red may be reappo int ed t o  the board to complete the 
rema inder of his or her t e rm if a t ea cher or employee r e l at ed to the res i gned mem
ber of the board within the s e cond degree of cons anguin i t y  or a f finity was put un
der contract or otherwi s e  employed by the s chool district after the board member 
resigned . 

Any member o f  a board o f  education who i s  related t o  a t eacher or other employee 
o f  the di strict within the second degree of cons anguini t y  or a f fini t y  sha l l  not at
t end or parti cipate in any regular or e xe cutive s e s s ion of the board held to con
s i der any personne l mat t e r  or l i t i gation r e l a t ing to said teacher or employe e ;  

provided however ,  the member ma y vot e o n  col l e ct ive bargaining agreement s o r  the 
renewal of contra c t s  a s  a group if the vot e is necessary t o  form a quorum o f  the 
board of education members . I f  more than one member of the board of education is 
related to a t eacher or employee , only the minimum numbe r  of those members which i s  
necessary to form a quorum sha l l  b e  a l l owed to vot e  . Each board o f  education s o  
a f fected shal l adopt a wri t t en pol i cy e s t abli shing procedure s on when s uch a member 
may vot e on the renewal of cont racts or col l e ct ive bargaining agreement s .  

B .  Any member o f  a board o f  educat ion who violates the provi sions of thi s s e c t i on 
shal l be s ubj ect t o  the penal t i e s  pre s cr ibed by Sections 4 8 5  and 4 8 6  of T i t l e  2 1  o f  
t h e  Okl ahoma S t atute s .  

« OK ST T .  70 § 6-1 3 0  » 

SECTI ON 2 7 . AMENDATORY 70 O . S .  1 991 , Section 6- 1 3 0 ,  as amended by Section 9, 
Chapt er 3 2 4 ,  O . S . L . 1 992 (70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 6- 1 3 0 )  , i s  amended t o  read a s  
fol l ows : 

Sect ion 6- 1 3 0 . A .  « +The Okl ahoma State Regents for Higher Educa t i on shal l have 
authori t y  to administer the Minor i t y  Teacher Recruitment Cente r  . +» Upon recommen
dations and advi ce from the Minor i t y  Te a cher Recruitment Advi sory Commi t t e e  created 
pursuant to s ubsection B of this section, the « -State Board of Education i s 
>>« +Okl ahoma 
with the «
t i on+» in 

State Regent s for Higher Educa t i on he reby 
Education->>« 

are+» directed t o  work 
-Okl ahoma State Regent s for Higher +State Board of Educa
the interes t s  o f  recruiting, reta ining and p l a cing minority t ea chers in 

the pub l i c  s choo l s  of the State of Okl ahoma . Such e ffort s sha l l  include , but not 
be l imited t o  : 

1 .  The provi s i on and coordinat ion o f  support s ervi ces t o  t e acher training programs 
in the appropriate s t a t e  inst itutions of higher education ,  including mentoring and 
financial a s s i s tance to minority s t udents who int end to become teachers ; 

2 .  The development and impl ement ation o f  s t andards for e ffective mul t icultural 
t e acher t raining , a s  required in Section « - 5 1 ->>« + 1 5+» o f  this act ; 

3 .  The e s t abl i shment o f  a recrui t i ng program for potenti a l  minor ity teachers com
plete with focus on spe c i f i c  audi ence s ,  including high s chool j uniors and seniors 
who qua l i f y  for l oans and s cholarships ; 

© 2 0 1 0  Thomson Reuters . No C l a im t o  Ori g . US Gov . Works . 



OK LEGIS 322 ( 1995) Page 34 
1 995 Okla. Sess. Law Servo Ch. 322 (H.B. 1549) (WEST) 

4 .  The ho st i ng o f  con ferences de s i gned t o  improve profe s s i onal pra ct i c e s  that ef
fect minori t y  t e a cher recruitment and retent ion; and 

5 .  The creation of act ivi t i e s  in the pub l i c  and private s chools of Oklahoma whi ch 
enhance the image of the teaching profes s i on . Such act ivi t i e s  shall include the 
encoura gement o f  future teacher clubs and the creat i on o f  a program s imilar to the 
South Carolina Te a cher Cadet Program, whi ch s e e ks t o  offer student s o f  good aca
demi c abi l i t y  the opport unity to s tudy t he art and s ci ence of teaching . 

B .  There is hereby created unt il Jul y  1 ,  1 998 , in a ccordance with the Oklahoma 
Suns et Law, a Minority Teacher Recruitment Advisory Commi ttee which shall have 
overs ight over implementat ion of the Minor ity Tea cher Re cruitment Cente r  and shall 
advise the operat i on o f  such Cent e r  . The Advisory Commit t e e  shall be c omposed o f  
twenty-four ( 2 4 )  members who shall se rve for a t e rm of two ( 2 ) years unl e s s  no 
l onger eligibl e . Init i a l  appointment s shall be made within thirty ( 3 0 )  days from 
the e f fective dat e of this act . Be ginning in 1 993 , appointment s shall be made by 

Jul y  1 with members serving a term of two ( 2 )  years . Members sha l l  s erve for a 
t e rm of two (2 ) years unl e s s  no longer e l igibl e . The Advis ory Commi t t e e  members 
shall be appoint ed as follows : 

1 .  The Spe a ke r  o f  the House o f  Repre sentative s  shall appoint : 

a .  two members from the Okl ahoma Hous e o f  Repre sentative s ,  

b .  two members from a n  institut i on o f  higher education i n  The O klahoma State 
System o f  Higher Educat i on ,  

c .  one member who i s  a n  employee o f  an Okl ahoma publ ic s chool di s tr i c t , 

d .  two members repres ent ing the Teacher Cadet Program, 

e .  two members repres ent ing the Pro Team Program, 

f .  one member repres enting a mult i -cultural s e rvice cent e r ,  and 

g .  one member from a communit y  with a high minority population ; 

2 .  The Pre s i dent Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint : 

a .  two members from the Okl ahoma State Senat e ,  

b .  two members from an ins t i tution o f  higher educat ion in The Okl ahoma State 
System o f  Higher Education, 

c .  one member who i s  an employee of an Oklahoma publ i c  s chool distri c t , 

d .  two members repres enting the Teacher Cadet Program, 
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e .  two members repre s enting the Pro Team Program ,  

f .  one member repres ent i ng a mul t i - cultural se rvice cent e r , and 

g .  one member from a communi t y  with a high minority population; 

3 .  The State Superint endent o f  Publi c  Inst ruct i on « +or a de s i gnee+» shall s erve 

as a member of the Advisory Committee ; 

4 .  The Chance l lor of Higher Education « +or a des i gnee+» shall s e rve as a member 
of the Adv i s ory Commi ttee ; 

5 .  Members o f  the Adv i sory Commit t e e  shall be reimbursed for att endance at the Ad
visory Committee meet ing by the appoint ing agency pursuant t o  the State Travel Re
imburs ement Act ; 

6. Members o f  the Advi sory Commit t e e  shall de signate from among the members a 
cha irperson and vi ce -chairperson; 

7 .  S t a f f  a s s i s t ance shall be provi ded by the Minority Te acher Recruitment Cente r ;  
and 

8 .  The Minor i t y  Teacher Recrui tment Advi s or y  Commit t e e  sha l l  : 

a .  « -approve->>« +make recommendat i ons on+» the annual opera t ing budget o f  the 

Minor i t y  Teacher Recrui tment Center and ver i f y  that the funds a l l ocated t o  the Cen
ter through the « -State Department of Educat i on->>« +Okl ahoma State Regents for 
Higher Educati on+» are ut i l i zed exclus ive l y  by the Center b y  function, 

b .  adv i s e  t he « -St ate Board of Educati on->>« +Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 
Education+» of unmet needs within the state in the implementa t i on of the Center ' s  
activi t i e s ,  

c .  annu a l l y  comment publ i c l y  on the progre s s  o f  the Cent e r ,  

d .  a s s i s t  t h e  « -State Board o f  Education->>« +Oklahoma State Regent s f o r  H i gher 
Educati on+» i n  devel oping and report ing in forma t i on about the Center when neces
sary, 

e .  meet a s  o ften as ne c e s s ary to conduct bus ine s s ,  and 

f .  keep o f f i c i a l  minut e s  of the Committee meet ings which shall be made available 
to the pub l i c  . 

SECT I ON 2 8  . A .  Of the funds appropr iated t o  the State Board of E ducat i on in Sec
t ion 8 o f  Enrol led House B i l l  No . 1 71 6  o f  the 1st S e s s ion o f  the 4 5 th Okl ahoma Leg
i s l ature , the amount of Three Hundred Fi ft y  Thous and Dollars ( $ 3 5 0 ,  0 0 0 . 0 0 )  shall be 
trans ferred b y  the Office o f  S t at e  Finance t o  the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 
Educat i on . 
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B .  E f fective July 1 ,  1 995 , the pos i t i ons in the Minority Teacher Recrui tment Cen
ter within the State Department of Education shall be t rans ferred to the Okl ahoma 
State Regents for Higher Educat ion . Any incumbent uncla s s i f i ed employ e e s  in the 
Center shall be trans ferred from the S t ate Department of Education to the Oklahoma 
State Regent s for H i gher Educat i on . Any employees in the Center who are sub j ect t o  
the Mer i t  System o f  Personnel Administ rati on at t h e  t ime of t h e  t rans fer a l s o  sha l l  
be t rans ferred from t he State Department of Education to the Oklahoma S t a t e  Regent s 
for H i gher Educat i on provided that the employee shall agree to a ccept an appoint 
ment in the unc l a s s i fied service pursuant to paragraph 5 o f  subsect ion A o f  Section 
8 4 0 -5 . 5  of Title 74 o f  t he Oklahoma S t atut es . 

« OK ST T .  70 § 2 60 3  » 

SECT I ON 2 9 .  AMENDATORY Section 3 ,  Chapter 3 5 3 ,  O .  S . L  . 1 992 , as amended by Section 
2 ,  Chapter 1 5 3  , O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 2 60 3 )  , i s  amended t o  read 
a s  fol l ows : 

Section 2 60 3  . A .  To be e l igible to parti cipate in the Oklahoma H igher Learning Ac
cess Program and to qua l i fy for payment of general enrollment fees or tuition pur
suant to Sect i on 2 60 4  of thi s t i t l e  for the first s eme s t e r  or other academi c  unit 
of pos t s e condary enrol lment , a st udent shall : 

1 .  Be a res ident of this stat e ;  

2 .  Have a record o f  s a t i s factory comp l i ance with agreements executed pursuant to 
Section 2 60 5  o f  thi s  t i t l e ; 

3 .  Have graduat ed within the previous three ( 3 ) years from a high s chool a ccred

i t ed by the State Board of Education with a min imum 2 . 5  cumulat ive grade point av
e rage on a 4 . 0  s c al e ,  i rrespect ive of honor point s ,  for a l l  work attempt e d  in 
grades nine through twelve ; 

4 .  Have s a t i s fi ed « -a f i fteen-unit ->>« +the+>> high s choo l « - core curr i culum 
as->>« + curri cular r equi rement s+» adopted by the Okl ahoma State Regents for Higher 

Educat i on and « +required for s tudent s participat ing in the Okl ahoma H i gher Learn
ing Acc e s s  Program . S tudent sha l l  al s o+» have att ained a 2 . 5  grade point average 
in the core curriculum courses « - i f  the s tudent was in t he ninth grade during the 
1 992 -93 or 1 993 - 94 s chool yea r ;  o r  have satis fied a s eventeen-unit h igh s chool 
core curri culum to be pres cribed by the Okl ahoma State Regents for Higher Educat i on 
and have att ained a 2 . 5  grade point average in the core curri culum cour s e s  i f  the 
student was in the ninth grade during the 1 994 - 95 or later s chool years -» ; pro
vided that student s who att ended a high s choo.l whi ch did not offer all the core 
curriculum cour s e s  sha l l  be a l l owed to s ati s fy this requi rement b y  parti cipat ing in 
a program approved by the State Regent s for remedi ation o f  high s chool curricular 
de fi cienci e s  ; 

5 .  Have s a t i s fied admi s s ion s t andards as det e rmined by the Okl ahoma S t a t e  Regent s 
for H igher Educat ion for first-t ime-ent e ring s tudent s for the appropriate type of 
inst i tut ion, or, if a t t ending a private inst itution, have s a t i s fi e d  admi s s ion s t an
dards as det e rmined by the private ins t i t ut ion; provided, no student parti cipat ing 

© 2 0 1 0  Thomson Reut ers . No Cl aim to Ori g . US Gov . Works . 



OK LEGIS 322 (1 995) Page 37 

1 995 Okla. Sess. Law Servo Ch. 322 (H.B. 1549) (WEST) 

in the Oklahoma Higher Learning Acce s s  Program shall be admi t t ed into an ins t i tu
t i on of higher education by spe cial admi s s ion s t andards ; 

6 .  Have s e cured admi s s ion t o ,  and enro l l ed in , an ins t i t ut i on whi ch i s  a member o f  
The Oklahoma S t a t e  S ystem o f  Higher Educat i on ,  a pos t s e condary vo cat ional -t echnical 
program offered purs uant to a dul y  approved cooperat ive agreement between an area 
vocat ional -t e chnical s chool and an ins t i t ut ion of The Oklahoma State System of 
Hi gher Educat i o n ,  or a private ins t itution o f  higher l e arning located within this 
s t a t e  and accredited pursuant to Sect ion 4 1 0 3  o f  Title 70 o f  the Oklahoma S t atut e s ; 
and 

7. Have e s t ab l i shed financial need during the ninth-grade year or t enth-grade year 
if enrolled during the tenth grade a ccording to the s t andards and provi s i ons prom
ul gated by the « -Stat e  Board of Education->>« +Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 
Edu cat ion+» ; a s tudent who s a t i s f i e s  the financial need criteria during the 
ninth- or tenth-grade when he or she begins par t i cipat ing i n  the Oklahoma Higher 
Learning Acce s s  Program shal l  not later be denied part icipa t i on in the Oklahoma 
H i gher Learning Access Program on grounds that the student does not meet the finan
c i a l  need criter ia . 

B .  To retain e l i gibi l i t y  whi l e  pursuing the program o f  higher learning in which 
enrolled, the s t udent shal l  : 

1 .  Maint ain good a cademic s t anding and s a t i s factory academi c progr e s s  according t o  
s t andards o f  the Okl ahoma S t a t e  Regents for Higher Education; and 

2 .  Comply with the st andards related to maintenance of e l i gibi l i t y  as promulgated 
by the Oklahoma S tate Regent s for Higher Educat i on .  

C .  The Oklahoma State Regent s for Higher Educat i on and the State Board o f  Voca
t i onal and Te chnical Education shall promulgate regul ations relating t o  maint enance 
of e l i gibi l i t y  under thi s act by a student . 

D .  I t  i s  the int ent of the Legi s l ature that s t udents in the ninth grade for the 
1 992 -93 s chool year who are det e rmined t o  be e l igible Okl ahoma Higher Learning Ac
c e s s  student s pur suant to thi s  act shall be the first s tudents e l i gibl e  for bene
f i t s  from the Oklahoma Higher Learning Acc e s s  Trust Fund . 

« OK ST T .  70 § 2 60 5  » 

SECT I ON 3 0  . AMENDATORY Sect ion 5 ,  Chapter 3 5 3 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 , as amended by Section 
4 ,  Chapt er 1 5 3 ,  O . S . L .  1 994 (70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , Section 2 60 5 )  , i s  amended t o  read 
a s  follows : 

S e ct i on 2 60 5  . A .  Each school yea r ,  every fi fth- through ninth-grade student in the 
publ i c  s chool s  of this state shall be appr i s ed, t ogether with the student ' s  parent , 
cust odi al parent , or guardian , o f  the student ' s  opportunity for access to higher 
l e a rning under the Okl ahoma Higher Learning Acc e s s  Program . The « +Okl ahoma State 
Re gents for H igher Education and t he+» State Board o f  Educa t ion sha l l  develop ,  
promote , and coordinate a pub l i c  awarenes s  program to b e  ut i l i zed i n  ma king stu
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dent s and parent s aware o f  the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program , 

B .  The State Board o f  Education shall ensure that every public s choo l district 
de s i gnat e s  at l e ast one Oklahoma Higher Learning Acc e s s  Program contact person, who 
sha l l  be a counse lor or t e a cher , at each public s chool s i t e  in this s t a t e  in which 
ninth- or t enth-grade cl a s s e s  are t aught . 

C .  Ninth-grade s t udent s who qua l i fy on the basis o f  financial need a ccording to 
the s t andards and provisions promulgated by the « -St ate Board of Education
» «  +Okl ahoma State Regents for Higher Educati on+» shall be given the opportuni t y  
throughout the ninth-grade year to enter int o part i c ipat ion in the program b y  
agreeing t o ,  throughout the remainder o f  t h e i r  s chool year s  : 

1 .  At t end s chool regularly and do homewor k regularly; 

2 .  Re frain from substance abuse ; 

3 .  Re frain from commi s s i on of crimes or del i nquent a ct s ;  

4 .  Have s chool wor k  and s chool records revi ewed by ment ors de s ignated pursuant t o  
the program; 

5 .  Provide informati on r eque sted b y  the « +Oklahoma State Regent s for H ighe r  Edu
cation or the+» State Board of Education ;  and 

6 .  Parti cipate in program activi t i e s  . 

The cont act person at the s chool shall ma intain the agreement s ,  which shall be exe
cuted on forms provided by the « -State Board o f  Education->>« + Oklahoma State Re
gent s for Higher Educati on+» and managed a ccording t o  regulations promulgated by 
the « -St ate Board o f  Educat ion->>« +Okl ahoma State Re gent s for Higher Educa
ti on+» , and the cont act person sha l l  monitor the s tudent ' s  compl i ance with the 
terms of the agreement« + .  S tudent s f a i l ing t o  comp l y  wit h  the t e rms o f  the agree
ment sha l l  not be el igibl e for the awards provided in Section 2 60 4  of this t i 
tle+» . 

D .  A s t udent shall not be found to be in financi al need for purpo s e s  o f  this act 
if the s t udent ' s  fami l y  income from t axable and nontaxabl e s ource s exceeds Twenty
four Thousand Dollars ($ 2 4 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ) per year . The student ' s  f inanci a l  qua l i f i cation 
sha ll be cert i fied by the contact person at the s chool on « - a->>« +the agree
ment+» form provided by the « -State Board of Educat i on->>« +Oklahoma State Re
gent s for Higher Educati on+» ; the « -cert i f i cation-» form shall be retained in 
the s t udent ' s  permanent re cord and « +a copy+» forwarded t o  the Oklahoma State Re
gents for Higher Education « -upon the s t udent ' s  enrollment in a p o s t s e condary pro
gram-» . 

E .  Agre ement s sha l l  be wi tne s s ed by the s t udent ' s  parent , custodi a l  parent , or 
guardi a n ,  who shall further agree t o  : 

1 .  As s i s t  the s tudent in a chieving comp l i ance with the agre ement s ;  
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2 .  Confer,  when reque sted t o  do s o ,  with the s chool cont act person, other s chool 
personnel , and program ment ors ; 

3 .  Provide informa t i on reque sted by the « +Okl ahoma State Regent s for Higher Edu
cation or the+» State Board of Educat i on ;  and 

4 .  As s i s t  the s t udent in comp l e t ing forms and reports requi red for program par
ti cipat ion , making applications to i ns t i tut ions and s choo l s  o f  higher l earning , and 
f i l ing applications for student grant s and s cholarships . 

F .  Tenth-grade students who failed t o  enter int o parti cipation in the program dur
ing their ninth-grade year shall be a l lowed to enter into part i cipa ti on in the pro
gram by ent e ring int o agreements a s  set forth in s ubsections C and D of this sec
t i on . Students who are in the t enth grade during the 1 993-94 s chool year and who 
begin part icipat ing in the program during the 1 993 - 94 s chool year sha l l  be e l i gible 
for benefits from the O klahoma Higher Learning Acce s s  Trust Fund a s  though they had 
begun part i cipating during their ninth- grade year . Beginning with the 1 994 -95 
s chool year , s t udents who begin parti cipat ing in the program during their tenth
grade year shal l be e l i gible for bene fits from the Okl ahoma Higher Learning Acc e s s  
Tru s t  Fund a s  provided in Sect ion 2 60 1  et seq . o f  this t i t l e  o n l y  under t h e  fol l ow
ing conditions : 

1 .  An Okl ahoma Higher Learning Acc e s s  Program s tudent who be gan parti cipation dur
ing the ninth-grade year become s ineligible for bene f i t s  from the trust fund; and 

2 .  The trust fund bal ance , excluding any amount s  set aside for ful l commitments t o  
H i gher Learning Acce s s  Program s t udents pursuant to Sect ion 2 60 4  o f  thi s t i t l e ,  ex
ce eds the amount nece s s ary t o  s a t i s fy awards due on beha l f  o f  Higher Learning Ac 
ce s s  Program student s who began parti cipat ion during the ninth-grade year or who 
have pri ority as provided in S e ct i on 2 60 4  of this t i t l e . 

G .  Beginning with the 1 994 -95 s chool ye a r ,  e l i gibi l i t y  of s t udents who begin par
t i cipat ing in the program during their t enth-grade year sha l l  be det e rmined by the 
date of their enro l lment , with priority given t o  s tudent s who s e  enrollment dat es 
are earlie s t  . Students who begin parti cipat ing in the program during their t enth
grade year and who rece ive trust fund bene fits pur suant to s ubs ection E of this 
section shal l be given priority for continued financial support a s  provided in Sec
t i on 2 60 4  of thi s t i t l e  . 

H .  The « -State Board o f  Educat ion->>« +Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Educa
t i on+» shall promul gate regulat i ons for the det e rminati on of s t udent compl iance 
with agreement s made purs uant to thi s sect i on . 

I .  The « -State Board o f  Education->>« +Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Educa
t i on+» sha l l  de s i gnate personnel « -of the State Department o f  Education-» to co
ordinate tracking o f  program records for the years when s t udents partic ipat ing in 
the program are s t i l l  in the publ i c  s chool s ,  provide s t a f f  devel opment for cont act 
persons in the pub l i c  s choo l s , and provide l ia i s on with the « -Oklahoma State Re
gent s for Higher Education->>« + S t ate Board of Education+» and local organi za
t ions and individuals parti cipa t i ng in the program . 
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J .  The local s chool dist rict where an Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program s tu
dent is a t tending when the st udent begins par t i cipation i n  the program and any sub
sequent s chool di strict where the st udent attends shall forward informat i on regard
ing the student ' s  parti cipa t i on in the program to a s chool to which the s tudent 
t rans fers upon the s chool ' s  request for the s t udent ' s  records . 

SECTION 3 1  . AMENDATORY Section 1 6, Chapter 3 0 8 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 , is amended t o  read 
a s  foll ows : 

Section 1 6 .  S e ct ion 1 5  o f  this act shall become e ffective « - September
>>« +July+>> I, 1 995 . 

SECT I ON 3 2  . The prov i s i ons o f  Section 2 8  o f  this act sha l l  not be codi fied in the 
Oklahoma S t atutes .  

« Repealed : OK S T  T .  70 §§ 6-1 73 , 6-1 74 , 6-1 76, 6- 1 77 » 

SECTION 3 3 . REPEALER 70 O . S .  1 991 , Sect ion 6-1 5 9, Section 3 ,  Chapter 3 0 8 , O . S . L .  
1 992 , a s  amended by S e c t i on 3 ,  Chapt er 2 2 4 , O . S . L .  1 994 , Sect ion 4 ,  Chapter 3 0 8 ,  
O . S . L . 1 992 , a s  amended b y  Sect ion 4 ,  Chapter 2 2 4 , O . S . L . 1 994 , Section 6, Chapter 
3 0 8 , O . S . L .  1 992 and Section 7,  Chapter 3 0 8 , O . S . L . 1 992 , a s  amended by S e ct i on 5 ,  
Chapt er 2 2 4 , O . S . L .  1 994 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , S e ct ions 6- 1 73 ,  6-1 74 , 6- 1 76 and 6
1 77) , are hereby repealed . 

« OK ST T .  70 §§ 6-1 71 , 6- 1 72 , 6-1 75 , 6- 1 60 ,  6-1 78 » 

« OK ST T .  70 §§ 6-1 8 1 ,  6-1 8 3 ,  6-1 8 8 , 6-1 91 , 6- 1 99 » 

SECTION 3 4  . RECODI FI CAT I ON Section I, Chapter 3 0 8 , O . S . L . 1 992 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 
1 994 , Sect i on 6-1 71 )  , a s  last amended by Section 2 of this act , shall be recodi fied 
a s  Section 6-1 8 1  o f  Title 70 of the Oklahoma S t atut e s ,  unl e s s  there is created a 
duplication in numbering . Section 2 ,  Chapter 3 0 8 , O . S . L .  1 992 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , 
S e ction 6-1 72 )  , as last amended by Sect i on 4 o f  this act , shall be recodi fied a s  
Section 6-1 8 3  o f  Title 70 o f  t h e  Oklahoma Statut e s , unl e s s  t h e r e  i s  creat ed a du
p l i cat ion in numbering . Section 5 ,  Chapter 3 0 8 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 ( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , 
Section 6-1 75 )  , as amended by Sect ion 9 of thi s act , shall be re codi fied as S e ct i on 
6-1 8 8  of T i t l e  70 of the Oklahoma Statut e s ,  unle s s  there i s  created a dup l i ca t i on 
in number ing . 70 O . S .  1 991 , S e ct ion 6-160 , as amended by S e c t i on 1 2  o f  thi s act , 
shall be re codi fied as Section 6- 1 91 o f  Title 70 o f  the Oklahoma S t atute s ,  unl e s s  
there is created a dup l i ca t i on in numbering . S e ction 8 ,  Chapt er 3 0 8 ,  O . S . L .  1 992 
( 70 O . S .  Supp . 1 994 , S e ct ion 6-1 78 )  , as last amended by S e c t i on 2 0  of this act , 

shal l be recodi fied as S e c t i on 6-199 o f  T i t l e  70 o f  the Oklahoma Statutes , unl e s s  
there i s  created a dupl i ca t i on i n  numbering . 

SECT ION 3 5  . Thi s  act shall become e f f ective July I, 1 995 . 

SECTION 3 6 .  I t  being immedi a t e l y  neces s ary for the preservation o f  the pub l i c  
peace , health and s a f e t y ,  an emergency i s  hereb y  de cl ared t o  exist , by reason 
whereof this act shall t a ke e ffect and be in full force from and a ft e r  i t s  pa s s age 

© 2 0 1 0  Thomson Reuters . No Cl aim to Orig . US Gov . Works . 



OK LEGIS 322 ( 1995) Page 41  

1995 Okla. Sess. Law Servo Ch. 322 (H.B. 1549) (WEST) 

and approval . 


Approved June 8 ,  1 995  . 
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