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Governor Phil Bredesen
State of Tennessee

January 15, 2010

The Honorable Brad Henry
Governor

State of Oklahoma

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Ms. Sandy Garrett
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Oklahoma State Department of Education

2500 North Lincoln Boulevard

Craig R. Barrett Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Former CEO/Chairman of the Board
Intel Corporation

Dear Governor Henry and Superintendent Garrett:
BOARD MEMBERS Achieve is pleased to confirm Oklahoma’s participation in an assessment partnership
committed to pursuing the development and implementation of summative
assessments that are aligned to the common core standards, that can be used within
states as part of statewide assessment systems, and that will enable comparability of
results across a maximum number of states.

Governor Jennifer Granholm
State of Michigan

Edward B. Rust, Jr.
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer
State Farm Insurance

Governor Donald L. Carcieri

State of Rode Island We have received your formal request to join the other states in this partnership and

acknowledge your acceptance of the attached Statement of Principles which will

Mark B. Grier guide our collective work.

Vice Chairman
Prudential Financial, Inc.

Oklahoma’s participation in this partnership is critical to its success. We look

Jeff Wadsworth .. . . .
forward to continuing our important work together in the coming months.

President & Chief Executive Officer
Battelle

Sincerely,

il G

Michael Cohen
President

Governor Dave Heineman
State of Nebraska

Governor Deval Patrick
State of Massachusetts

CHAIR EMERITUS

Louis Gerstner, Jr.
Former Chairman & CEO

IBM Corporation States Committed to Assessment Partnership

(As of 10:00 am EST on January 15, 2010)

PRESIDENT
\ichael Cofon 1. Alz_;lbama 10. IIIir)Ois 19. New MexiC(_)
2. Arizona 11. Indiana 20. North Carolina
3. Arkansas 12. Kentucky 21. Ohio
TREASURER 4. California 13. Louisiana 22. Oklahoma
Peter Sayre 5. Dt_ala\{vare _ 14. Maryland 23. Pennsylvania
Controller 6. District of Columbia  15. Massachusetts 24. Rhode Island
Prudential Financial, Inc. 7. Florida 16. Michigan 25. Tennessee
8. Georgia 17. Minnesota 26. Utah
9. Hawaii 18. New Hampshire 27. Wisconsin
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%l Achieve

Comparing Student Performance on Common College- and Career-Ready Standards
Statement of Principles

Our state is committed to an education system that prepares all of our students for success in
college, careers, and life in the 21% century. We believe in setting high expectations for our
students and schools that are firmly grounded in what it takes to be successful. We believe in
setting common expectations across states, and are committed to working with like-minded states
to adopt common standards and assessment systems anchored in college and career readiness.

Our state supports common assessments that meet the following principles:

= Aligned to the common core standards

= Anchored in college and career readiness

= Allow for comparison of student results across a maximum number of states

= Enable to the maximum extent possible benchmarking performance against NAEP and
international standards

= Cover grades 3 through 8 and high school, including college/career ready measures at the
end of high school

= Address three overarching goals: measuring student proficiency, ensuring accountability,
and improving teaching and learning

= Enable measurement of student achievement and growth

= Are summative in nature but designed in a manner consistent with more comprehensive
assessment systems that also include interim and formative assessments

= Provide valid and reliable measures of student knowledge, understanding of, and ability
to apply crucial concepts through the use of a variety of item types and formats

= Leverage technology and economies of scale in order to minimize costs and create
assessments that accurately measure student performance

= Provide for timely release of results to better inform practice and support decision-
making

= Include the assessment of students identified with disabilities and English language
learners and to the extent feasible, use universal design principles

We understand that Achieve will work with other national partners to build on the work of the
common core standards and convene states to pursue a common assessment strategy that meets
these principles. We are prepared to work with Achieve and its partners in as large a consortium
of states as possible to explore the development and implementation of summative assessments
that are aligned to the common core standards, that can be used within states as part of statewide
assessment systems, and that will enable comparability of results across states. We understand
that in pursuing this effort, Achieve and its partners will work closely with other consortia that
have been formed to explore areas of common ground and determine whether and how efforts
could be combined to achieve comparability of results.



