PARDON AND PAROLE BOARD
Meeting Minutes

January 2014
I. Call to Order – This meeting of the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board (Herein after PPB) Meeting was convened at 9:15 a.m. on January 13, 2014 at Kate Barnard Community Correctional Center (KBCCC) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma by Dr. Dreyer. Notice was given to Secretary of State and an Agenda posted at the Board’s Administrative office twenty-four hours prior to meeting pursuant to Title 25 O.S. § 301, et seq.
II.
Roll Call - Members present:  Dr. Marc Dreyer (Chairman), David Moore (Vice-Chairman), Richard Dugger, Lynnell Harkins and Currie Ballard.
III.
Business Meeting 

A. Old Business

1. Board Review of Procedure 004-2
(Discussion/Action or Subsequent Vote)
a. The Board reviewed the procedure 004-2 and had the following comments:  They would like to add this topic to the training schedule for Board Members in 2014.  They would also like to schedule a trip to LARC to watch the Investigator input the initial docketing procedure. The Board indicated that the procedure is alright as is to continue utilizing.

B. Current Business

1. Approval of December 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes
    (Discussion/Action or Subsequent Vote)

a.   Passed to February.
b. Motion to pass was made by Lynnell Harkins and seconded by David Moore.  Motion carried.
2. Resolution recognizing Native American Re-Entry Programs
        (Discussion/Action or Subsequent Vote)
a. Mr. Ballard requested that staff construct a Resolution in order to recognize the work Native American Tribes were doing with regards to re-entry in Oklahoma.  Ms. Harkins suggested to delete the words approximated, much needed and valuable. Change the sentence behind Pottawatomie to “and all other Tribes there provided… Corrections”.
b. Motion to approve as amended by Mr. Ballard, Seconded by Mr. Moore. Motion carried. 
3. Video recording of parole hearings (offender/victims)




    (Discussion/Action or Subsequent Vote)
a. Dr. Dreyer informed the Board he had attended a victim witness workshop hosted by the D.A.C. and in that workshop there was a discussion regarding our ability to video record the offender statement for the Governor’s use.  D.A. Fields asked if this was something that could be done for the victim statements as well. This would enable the Governor to see the victim’s family as well as the offender.  This would offer victims the opportunity to further advocate to the Governor. At this time only offender statements are recorded. I would like to explore the possibility of whether we can record everything.  The Governor would then have access to everything the board sees. Mrs. George was asked to contact the recorder supplier to see what it would take to expand the recording. The supplier indicated this would need a simple software upgrade.  This upgrade is at no cost so we need to go ahead with the update. The update will be installed and tested during the February 2014 Board Meeting.  Dr. Dreyer recognized D.A. Fields for reminding him of his agreement to address this issue. 
4.
Board review of Clemency Procedure 004-13

(Discussion/Action or Subsequent Vote)
a. Mrs. George relayed information she received in a meeting with the Federal Public Defender’s Office regarding miscommunications over the procedures and what the Board requires during a Clemency Hearing.  The Federal Public Defender’s Office was informed the Board procedure was intended to require inclusion of all information planned to use in presentation in the packet which is submitted ahead of time. The Federal Public Defender’s Office indicated they handled Clemency Hearings by submitting an initial packet of information then the hearing information was additional or different information they would submit at the hearing.  The Board indicated they would like all information that is going to be spoken of at the hearing to be included in the packets submitted prior to the hearing.  Ms. Harkins added that if information such as medical information or technical information that is very difficult to interpret or understand is not submitted ahead of time the Board may miss the point or misunderstand the information as they did not have adequate time to review the information prior to the hearing.  Having to digest such complex issues/information on the spot at the hearing is a disadvantage to the Board.  The Federal Public Defender’s Office asked if they would be able to choose the amount of time they would reserve.  The Board agreed this would be acceptable. 

b. Mrs. George was asked by Chairman Dreyer to contact D.O.C. Acting Director and Warden of OSP to speak about the possibility of holding clemency hearings in person once again.  Mrs. George relayed the response from Acting Director Evans on that topic:  he indicated that “DOC WILL NOT WELCOME AND GO BACK TO THAT.”
5.
Board review of SER docket Procedures


(Discussion/Action or Subsequent Vote)
a. Ms. Harkins asked the Board to consider changing the procedures for offenders on the SER docket with regards to having delegations come and speak on their behalf.

b. Mrs. George indicated the Board could place the SER docket offenders on a 2-stage hearing process whereby an offender is placed on the SER docket pursuant to procedure and the first-stage hearing would be a jacket review whereby on letters could be received either on behalf of or in protest of.  If the Board passed the offender to the second stage then delegates as well as victims and/or D.A.’s could appear in person.
c. The Board voted to change the SER docket procedures to a non-violent two-stage process. 

d. Motion was made by Ms. Harkins and seconded by Mr. Moore.  Motion carried. 

6.
Reminder of Ethics Commission Report Due


(Discussion/Action or Subsequent Vote)
a. Mrs. George handed out the Ethics Commission Filing for received goods which is required each year and reminded the Members it was due by May, 2014.  Mrs. George offered to submit the forms for each Board Member if they would like to complete them prior to the end of the meeting.  Mr. Dugger requested Mrs. George get a copy of the filed document to each Member. 

C. Agency Update

1. Personnel Update
a. Mrs. George reported that she has posted 3 Administrative Assistant positions as 999 or temporary workers. This was done instead of full-time hiring at this point in order for the Agency and OMES to rewrite the job family descriptor. Agency Administrative Assistants are so specialized as they really are an extension of the parole investigators in that they process the paroles on the back end.  Mrs. George informed the Board that Commissioner Thompson has approved the hiring of the 3 999 positions and is aware of the reasons and the needs of the Agency. The 999 workers will be working full time for a 6-month time period.  The rewrite of the job family descriptor will take approximately 6 months.
b. Mrs. George informed the Board that she selected Mr. Kevin Garrett as the General Counsel with the understanding that the offer of employment is contingent upon him passing the Bar.  He does not graduate until May and will take the Bar in June.  The Board agreed to go ahead and get him on board working and he would also have time built in to study for the Bar. 
2. Legislative Update
a. Mrs. George informed the Board that House Budget Hearings would be held on January 21, 2014 and Senate Budget Hearings would be held on January 28, 2014.  She also reminded the Board that the proposed budget was submitted in October as required by OMES.
3. Budget Update
a. None
D. New Business - Any new business not known about or which could not have been reasonably foreseen before the time of posting of the agenda.
None.
E. Adjourn Business Meeting - The monthly meeting of the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board business meeting was convened, recessed, reconvened, and adjourned as follows: Monday, January 13, 2014, was convened at 9:15 a.m. and recessed at 10:34 a.m.; was reconvened at 10:47 a.m. The business meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m. on January 13, 2014.  The following Members left and returned to the room as follows:  Mr. Ballard left the room at 10:16 a.m. and returned to the room at 10:20 a.m.
IV.
Call to Order The Parole Board Meeting.
1. The monthly meeting of the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board was convened, recessed, reconvened, and adjourned as follows: Monday, January 13, 2014, was convened at 1:07 p.m. and recessed at 3:01 p.m.; was reconvened at 3:14 p.m.; was recessed at 5:46 p.m.; was reconvened at 5:59 p.m.; recessed at 7:05  p.m.;  The following Members left and returned to the room as follows:  Mr. Ballard left the room at 1:40 p.m. and returned at 1:44 p.m., left the room at 2:41 p.m. and returned at 2:44p.m., left the room at 4:01 p.m. returned at 4:03 p.m., left the room at 5:25 p.m. returned at 5:27 p.m.; Mr. Dugger left the room at 4:33 p.m. and returned at 4:33 p.m., left the room at 5:22 p.m. and returned at 5:23 p.m., left the room at 6:52 p.m. and returned at 6:54 p.m.; Ms. Harkins left the meeting for the night at 5:53 p.m.
2. Tuesday, January 14, 2014, the meeting was reconvened at 8:21 a.m. and recessed at 10:12 a.m.; was reconvened at 10:29 a.m.; was recessed at 11:30 a.m.; was reconvened at 2:12 p.m.; was recessed at 3:00 p.m.; was reconvened at 3:08 p.m.; was recessed at 5:38 p.m.  The following Members left and returned to the room as follows:  Mr. Ballard left the room at 9:30 a.m. and returned at 9:32 a.m., left the room at 10:33 p.m. and returned at 10:33 p.m., left the room at 4:18 p.m. and returned at 4:20 p.m.; Dr. Dreyer left the room at 4:40 p.m. and returned at 4:50 p.m.; Mr. Dugger left the room at 4:16 p.m. and returned at 4:17 p.m.; Ms. Harkins left the room at 9:36 a.m. and returned at 9:38 a.m.
3. Wednesday, January 15, 2014 the meeting was reconvened at 8:08 a.m. and recessed at 9:04 a.m.; was reconvened at 9:15 a.m.; was recessed at 11:17 p.m.; was reconvened at 11:29 p.m.; was recessed at 12:26 p.m.; was reconvened at 1:23 p.m.; was recessed at 4:04 p.m. The following Members left and returned to the room as follows:  Mr. Ballard left the room at 9:51 a.m. and returned at 9:55 a.m., left the room at 11:15 a.m. and returned at 11:29 a.m., left the room at 2:16 p.m. and returned at 2:17 p.m.; Mr. Moore left the room at 2:22 p.m. and returned at 2:24 p.m., left the room at 2:58 p.m. and returned at 2:59 p.m.; Dr. Dreyer left the room at 10:26 a.m. and returned at 10:45 a.m., left the room at 2:29 p.m. and returned at 2:36 p.m.; Mr. Dugger left the room at 1:40 p.m. and returned at 1:44 p.m.; Ms. Harkins left the room at 1:40 p.m. and returned at 1:44 p.m.
4. Thursday, January 16, 2014 the meeting was reconvened at 8:29 a.m., was recessed at 11:32 a.m.; was reconvened at 1:01 p.m.; and was recessed at 2:52 p.m. The following Members left and returned to the room as follows:  Mr. Ballard left the room at 2:09 p.m. and returned at 2:11 p.m.; Mr. Moore left the room at 10:50 a.m. and returned at 10:58 a.m.; Dr. Dreyer left the room at 10:26 a.m. and returned at 10:40 a.m., left the room at 2:40 p.m. and returned at 2:43 p.m.; Mr. Dugger left the room at 10:45 a.m. and returned at 10:47 a.m.; Ms. Harkins left the room at 11:27 a.m. and returned at 11:30 a.m.
5. Friday, January 17, 2014 the meeting was reconvened at 8:10 a.m.; was recessed at 10:46 a.m.; was reconvened at 11:04 a.m.; was recessed at 11:44 a.m.; was reconvened at 1:20 p.m.; was recessed at 4:20 p.m. to be reconvened on December 16, 2013. The following Members left and returned to the room as follows:  Mr. Ballard left the room at 8:41 a.m. and returned at 8:43 a.m., left the room at 2:16 p.m. and returned at 2:19 p.m., left the room at 3:50 p.m. and returned at 3:52p.m.; Dr. Dreyer left the room at 9:17 a.m. and returned at 9:20 a.m., left the room at 10:25 a.m. and returned at 10:32 a.m., left the room at 11:23 a.m. and returned at 11:31 a.m., left the room at 2:38 p.m. and returned at 2:48 p.m.; Ms. Harkins left the room at 10:25 a.m. and returned at 10:27 a.m.
VI.
Offender Personal Appearances – Throughout the Meeting (Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday), the Board heard presentations from and interviewed offenders who made personal appearances and the delegates accompanying them. The Board took action on each offender, as recorded and reflected on each offender’s ballot. The ballot for each offender is documented as a part of these minutes.
VII.
Jacket Review, Delegations, and Voting – Throughout the meeting (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday), the Board took action on offenders who did not make a personal appearance. The Board took action on each offender, as recorded and reflected on each offender’s ballot. The ballot for each offender is documented as a part of these minutes.
VIII.
Adjournment –The board declared all votes final at the adjournment of the meeting on January 17, 2014 at 4:20 p.m.
Minutes submitted by Tracy George
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