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OKLAHOMA UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION 

ALTERNATIVE FUELS PROGRAM TECHNICAL COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES BOARD/UNIFORM BUILDING CODE 
COMMISSION CONFERENCE ROOM 

2401 NW 23RD STREET, SUITE 2F 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73107 
MARCH 30, 2015 - 10:00 A.M. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Greg Armstrong, Ross Barrick, Terrance Hellman, Mitchell Hort (arrived at 10:37 a.m.), Joe 
McKenzie, Eric Pollard, Tom Sewell, Adam Shupe, and Cary Williamson 

ALTERNATE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Craiton Cooper and Dave Evans 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  
Anthony Blatt, Paula Laney-Cowart, Jeremy Moore 

OTHERS PRESENT:  
Billy Pope (CEO - OUBCC), Kathy Hehnly (Staff - OUBCC), Robert Lassiter (Oklahoma 
Department of Labor) 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Mr. Billy Pope called the first meeting of the Alternative Fuels Program Technical Committee to 
order at 10:15 a.m. in the Construction Industries Board/Uniform Building Code Commission 
Board Room at Shepherd Mall, 2401 NW 23rd St., Suite 2F, Oklahoma City, OK 73107. 

WELCOME AND REVIEW OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Mr. Pope greeted the committee members and thanked them for their time. He requested each 
committee member introduce themselves and provide a bit of their background. After the 
introductions, Mr. Pope noted he was pleased with the wide variety of experience on the 
committee. He added the committee was taking on a project and had been provided with a lot of 
material in the form of different codes and standards. He noted the committee may not need all 
the materials provided. He stated the primary issue was the CNG aspect of alternative fuels then, 
the electrical, hydrogen, and other alternative fuels. 
 
Mr. Pope asked the committee members if any of them had any thoughts or ideas on what the 
committee should accomplish. Mr. Terrance Hellman stated the committee should resolve the 
conflicts between the codes that were jurisdictionally required. He noted if someone wanted to 
put in a CNG facility, he would like for them to know in black and white, the requirements for 
everything needed. He added if the committee made it easier for businesses to do business then 
the State would be ahead of the game. Mr. Tom Sewell noted when the committee was finished 
there should be a recognized authority for jurisdictions to show which contractors were actually 
trained and certified to work on the alternative fuels. He added the certification could be attached 
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to a contractor's license such as a mechanical, electrical or plumbing license or could be a stand-
alone license. He added the certification would help local contractors and alleviate contractors 
from other states coming through and then moving on. The committee discussed UL listings, 
continuing education needs and requirements for inspectors and contractors throughout the state, 
education programs that were available already, state minimum code standards, the jurisdictions' 
ability to strengthen the minimum codes, the kind of training offered by the OUBCC, and 
educational training trends that included webinars and interactive learning. 
 
Mr. Pope introduced the Commissioners and staff to the committee and gave a brief history of 
work background. He asked Ms. Hehnly to review the travel reimbursement and book sign-out 
processes. Ms. Hehnly reviewed both processes. Mr. Pope stated the white committee notebooks 
should be left at the end of each meeting and would be reused at each subsequent meeting. He 
noted staff would update the documents as needed. Ms. Hehnly added at the back of the book 
was a copy of the rules that were submitted to the legislature for approval for the electrical, fuel 
gas, and fire codes. She noted the information was there just in case there was an area that had 
already been modified and needed further changes. 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
Discussion and possible action on setting a future meeting schedule to include: 

1. Review of code adoption timeline 
2. Meeting dates 
3. Meeting times 
4. Meeting locations 

 

 

 

Mr. Pope noted the next item was the review of the code timeline, meeting dates, meeting times 
and location. He noted the committee would meet until the work was complete.  He noted the 
committee was set up to meet once-a-month. He explained the meeting space was limited 
because the OUBCC had four committees meeting as well as the Construction Industries Board 
which also had several groups using the space. He noted as the OUBCC committees moved 
along, one or two of them might finish early and the Alternative Fuels Program Committee could 
then pick up more meetings if needed. Mr. Pope noted the meeting time proposed was 1:30 p.m. 
for the meetings and asked if that was okay with everyone. Mr. Pope noted the reason the 
meeting was at 10:00 a.m. was because someone had a meeting in the afternoon and couldn't 
make it. Ms. Hehnly stated the individual who requested the time change had a weekly meeting 
on Monday afternoons that he could not get out of. She added it was up to the committee to 
decide when the best meeting time would be. Mr. Pope asked everyone what worked better. 
Committee consensus was the afternoon worked better for the majority of the members. Mr. 
McKenzie noted times could be changed if the committee determined there was need a need. Mr. 
Pope noted staff proposed meetings be held at the OUBCC office so they could be recorded and 
transcribed. 

MR. CRAITON COOPER MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. DAVE EVANS 
TO APPROVE THE MEETING DATES, TIME, AND LOCATION AS PROPOSED 

VOTING AYE: Greg Armstrong Joe McKenzie 
Ross Barrick Eric Pollard 
Craiton Cooper Tom Sewell 
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Dave Evans Adam Shupe 
Terrance Hellman Cary Williamson 
Mitchell Hort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOTING NAY:  None 

ABSENT: Anthony Blatt Jeremy Moore 
Paula Laney-Cowart 

ABSTAIN: None 

Discussion and possible action on the election of committee officers: 
1. Chairman 
2. Vice-Chairman 

Mr. Pope reviewed the duties expected of both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. He called for 
nominations for the chairman position. 

MR. JOE MCKENZIE MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. ROSS BARRICK TO 
NOMINATE MR. MITCHELL HORT AS CHAIRMAN 

VOTING AYE: Greg Armstrong Joe McKenzie 
Ross Barrick Eric Pollard 
Craiton Cooper Tom Sewell 
Dave Evans Adam Shupe 
Terrance Hellman Cary Williamson 
Mitchell Hort 

VOTING NAY:  None 

ABSENT: Anthony Blatt Jeremy Moore 
Paula Laney-Cowart 

ABSTAIN: None 

Mr. Pope called for nominations for the vice-chair position. 

MR. JOE MCKENZIE MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. CARY 
WILLIAMSON TO NOMINATE MR. ADAM SHUPE AS VICE-CHAIRMAN 

VOTING AYE: Greg Armstrong Joe McKenzie 
Ross Barrick Eric Pollard 
Craiton Cooper Tom Sewell 
Dave Evans Adam Shupe 
Terrance Hellman Cary Williamson 
Mitchell Hort 
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VOTING NAY:  None 

ABSENT: Anthony Blatt Jeremy Moore 
Paula Laney-Cowart 

ABSTAIN: None 

Mr. Pope turned the meeting over to Mr. Hort to complete the remainder of the agenda items. 

Discussion and possible action on meeting format, the order for the review of the books and 
assignment to be reviewed for the next meeting. 
Mr. Hort noted the next action was to determine what order the books should be reviewed and if 
the order presented in the committee books was the correct order to use. Ms. Hehnly noted there 
was no special order to the list; it was simply in alphabetical then numerical order. There was 
discussion between the committee members regarding language before the legislature that might 
conflict with the codes adopted by the OUBCC, as well as the work to be done by the committee, 
and the best process for reviewing the codes. Mr. Pope noted the goal of the committee should be 
to review the 2015 Editions of the International Fuel Gas Code® (IFGC®) and International Fire 
Code® (IFC®), and the 2014 Edition of the National Electrical Code® (NEC®); modifying 
them as needed to bring the codes into alignment with the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) documents. Mr. Shupe noted the committee should be looking at the conflicts and 
determining a resolution to include modification in the International Code Council (ICC) codes 
and NEC® codes or determine the conflict was in the NFPA document and no change was 
needed. 
 
The committee discussed the scope of their assigned task. Mr. Shupe noted only fueling stations 
had been mentioned but he didn't feel that was the limitation of the committee. He added he 
wanted to make sure the committee looked at all aspects touched on by the alternative fuels not 
just the fueling stations and cited repair garages as an example. Mr. Pope agreed and added they 
would also need to look at facilities for residential electrical charging for cars. The committee 
clarified they would look at the fueling and maintenance for alternative fuels for fixed-based 
operations and not mobile operations. The committee discussed the potential for a lot of 
language from the NFPA documents to be incorporated into the codes, addressing the references 
to the NFPA documents that were behind the code cycle, and that most of the discrepancies 
between the codes and the NFPA documents were not life-safety issues, just differences that 
needed reviewed and a decision made to pick one option or the other. There was discussion on 
conflicts that already existed for diesel and gasoline. Mr. Pope noted if it was a life safety issue, 
it needed to be covered. He added he felt the committee had good expertise to determine what 
the correct language should be. Mr. Shupe asked if the scope of the committee should include 
diesel and gasoline. Mr. Pope noted the committee was created to address only the alterative gas. 
 
There was further discussion on: if biodiesel fuel was considered an alternative fuel, if any 
modifications made by the Alternative Fuels Program Technical Committee needed to go back to 
the commercial code committee that worked on the 2015 codes or if the modification went 
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directly to the Commission, which documents should be reviewed first, and what chapters and 
sections of the ICC codes and the NEC® the committee should reference for review. 
 

 

Mr. Sewell noted the only time the committee needed to pay attention to the liquid fuel was on a 
forecourt area. He noted people had a tendency to put everything side by side, and what he 
understood from the firemen when a fueling station was on fire, everything was different. Mr. 
Barrick noted that could have to do with signage, separation of facilities, and shutoffs. Mr. 
Sewell noted there were some conflicts with gasoline emergency stops. He noted as an example, 
if a CNG dispenser was installed between two of the gasoline dispensers, what was confusing 
was there were stop systems already integrated into the gasoline system and now there was 
another redundant set of emergency stops that were not even in the same locations. He noted the 
committee should try to align some of that together and link the emergency stop systems.  The 
committee discussed if the residential hookups were listed as an appliance didn't have a UL 
listing, if air-purging requirements would need to be addressed, and if the committee would be 
reviewing fuel cell systems and if those systems were an alternative fuel or an energy source 
using an existing fuel. 

The committee determined that only specific chapters and items should be reviewed and noted 
for the IFC® the committee should review the definitions, Chapter 23, section 2308, Chapter 53, 
section 5308, and Chapters 57 and 58. For the IFGC® the committee should review definitions, 
Chapter 4, Section 413, Chapter 6, Section 635, and Chapter 7 and compare those sections and 
chapters with the NFPA 52®. The committee determined within the NEC®, the committee 
should review Chapter 5, Articles 504, 511, 514, and Chapter 6, Articles 625, 626, and 690. Mr. 
Hort noted the next thing was to determine the order of the review. The committee discussed 
options for reviewing the codes, with the consensus at the end of the discussion to review the 
IFC® and IFGC® in conjunction with a specific NFPA document, find and address any conflicts 
between the codes and the NFPA document, and then review those conflicts against the NEC®. 
The committee determined they should look at CNG first, than the other alternative fuels. The 
committee determined everyone should work on the CNG as a whole and bring their notes back 
at the next meeting. Mr. Pope suggested listing the review of everything relating to CNG on the 
agenda for the April 27th meeting and if the committee didn't get through all of it; it could be 
addressed at the following meeting. Mr. Shupe suggested the next meeting be the review of the 
CNG relative to the IFC® and IFGC® and the following meeting address the CNG relative to 
the NEC®. The consensus from the committee was to follow Mr. Shupe's suggestion. 
 
Mr. Hellman asked what the procedure would be to change a proposed meeting date. Mr. Pope 
noted if the committee needed more dates, as other committee's finished meeting there would be 
opportunities to add other dates. Ms. Hehnly noted if there were any conflicts for meeting dates 
or times, to email her and she would email the chair and vice-chair and work with them to find 
some alternative dates and send them out to the committee as whole. Mr. McKenzie noted the 
way other committees had work was if you were absent, and something was decided while you 
were gone and there was something the others didn't know, those issues could be readdressed. He 
added the committee should always be open for information to make the end product better. The 
committee discussed the next agenda requirements, public comment forms, and what the 
alternate members on the committee could and could not do as part of the committee. No further 
action was taken. 
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Discussion and possible action on public comment forms received to date, if any: 
No public comment forms were received prior to the meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
There were no public comments. 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 

MR. ROSS BARRICK MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. JOE MCKENZIE TO 
ADJOURN 

VOTING AYE: Greg Armstrong Joe McKenzie 
Ross Barrick Eric Pollard 
Craiton Cooper Tom Sewell 
Dave Evans Adam Shupe 
Terrance Hellman Cary Williamson 
Mitchell Hort 

 

 

 

VOTING NAY:  None 

ABSENT: Anthony Blatt Jeremy Moore 
Paula Laney-Cowart 

ABSTAIN: None 

Minutes approved in Committee Meeting on the 27th day of April, 2015 

MITCHELL HORT 
Mr. Mitchell Hort, Chairman 
Alternative Fuels Program Technical Committee  

PREPARED BY: KATHY HEHNLY 
Ms. Kathy Hehnly, Executive Assistant 
Oklahoma Uniform Building Code Commission 

OFFICIAL COPY: Original copy with signatures in office file. 
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