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The 51st Legislature tackled
a wide range of issues during
its first session in 2007. Nu-
merous bills that impact law
enforcement and alter punish-
ments for criminal offenses
were enacted.

The following information was
obtained through the publica-
tion “Session Overview - First
Regular Session of the 51st
Legislature” as prepared by
the Oklahoma House of Rep-
resentatives Staff. Additional
information regarding the
2007 Oklahoma Legislative
Session and the above referenced report can be found at
www.okhouse.gov.




BUSINESS &
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

SB 129 allows the Commissioner of
the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to es-
tablish a procedure for the Department to pro-
duce a report identifying insurance policy hold-
ers who have incurred violations on their driv-
ing records. The bill also allows for the De-
partment to then sell these records to insur-
ance companies for a fee to be determined
by the Department of Public Safety.

EDUCATION

HB 1051 addresses concerns regard-
ing children’s wellbeing and health. It pro-
vides that students who have been victims of
certain felony offenses by other students have
the right to be kept separated from the stu-
dent offender at school and during school
transportation.

In response to an ever-increasing
amount of violence in schools, SB 103 re-
quires public schools to conduct a minimum
of one lockdown drill each school year for the
purpose of securing school buildings in the
hopes of mitigating injuries or deaths.

ELECTIONS & @OTE

ETHICS w

SB 990 creates a task force to study
judicial and district attorney redistricting.
Oklahoma judicial district lines were last re-
districted in 1980. The task force will report
on the need to redistrict no later than No-
vember 30, 2008.

GENERAL
GOVERNMENT &
TRANSPORTATION

HB 1686 requires

persons under 18 years
of age to wear a helmet
while operating an all-
terrain vehicle (ATV) on
public lands. The mea-
sure also prohibits the operator of an ATV from
carrying passengers unless the ATV is designed
by the manufacturer to carry passengers.

GOVERNMENT
MODERNIZATION

Other leg-
islation focused
on state agency
vehicles. HB

1383 exempts
the Oklahoma
State Bureau of
Investigation (OSBI) from the oversight of the
Department of Central Services Fleet Manage-
ment Divison. The law was enacted because
of OSBIl's need to have specialized
crimefighting equipment in their automobiles.

HB 1707 allows the Department of Cor-
rections to use unmarked vehicles.
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INSURANCE &
RETIREMENT

Legislation passed under HB 2070
extends the provisions of the Oklahoma Leg-
islation Actuarial Analysis Act passed in the
50th Legislature to include the Oklahoma Po-
lice Pension and Retirement System (OPPRS)
and the Oklahoma Law Enforcement Retire-
ment System (OLERS). Inclusion of these
retirement plans under the Acturial Act en-
hances the actuarial soundness of the retire-
ment systems by preventing changes to a plan
that are not concurrently funded by legisla-
tive appropriations.

JUDICIARY &

L (o
N
As is often the case, the bills that

passed out of the Judiciary Committee varied
immensely. Two measures were passed that
focused on courtroom policies and procedures.
SB 868 requires a court to permit members
of the immediate family of a murder victim to
wear buttons containing a picture of the vic-
tim as a symbol of grief in a trial. SB 145
permits district judges, upon obtaining a con-
cealed handgun license, to carry a gun into
the courthouse.

Other topics focused on crimes and
corrections. SB 371 makes it a felony to
knowingly and willfully file a false Amber Alert.
Previous violation of this law was a misde-
meanor.

HB 2101 creates an 11-member Re-
entry Policy Council to review corrections poli-
cies, procedures, and programs pertaining to
reentry, and to evaluate future reentry policy
and practices. It also creates a Transforma-
tion Justice Interagency Task Force to coordi-
nate the reentry programs of the state, which
will help inmates find jobs, housing, substance
abuse treatment, medical care, and mental
health services after release from incarcera-
tion.

HB 1927 prevents a court-appointed
special advocate employee/volunteer from
being assigned a
case without
first having un-
dergone a crimi-
nal history back-
ground check.
If the person
subject to the
background
check has lived
in Oklahoma for
less than one
year, it is re-
quired that criminal history records of the pre-
vious state of residence also be obtained.

SB 158 states that if the custodial
parent of a child is required to be separated
from the child due to military service, a court
must not enter a final order modifying an ex-
isting custody order until the parent has com-
pleted the term of duty requiring separation.

SB 930 provides protection from law-
suits for medical professionals who donate
their services to medically indigent people.

Several measures were enacted this
session to enhance the protection of the citi-
zens of Oklahoma. Issues relating to sex of-
fender registration, crimes against children,




and immigration were major topics of discus-
sion during the legislative session.

Numerous changes were made in HB
1760 to move the Oklahoma Sex Offender
Registration Act into compliance with new sex
offender registration requirements being
implemented by the federal government in the
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act
(Public Law 109-248). HB 1760 creates a
three-tiered evaluation system to allow the
state to identify and categorize sex offenders
based upon the risk to the community:

1. Level one offenders would be con-
sidered low risk offenders and would be re-
quired to register for a period of 15 years.

2. Level two offenders are those that
pose a moderate risk and would be required
to register for 25 years.

3. Level three or high risk offenders
are required to register for life.

The assessment of the offenders and
assignment to a risk level will allow law en-
forcement and social services to provide ap-
propriate monitoring and assistance to offend-
ers and the public. The bill also modifies the
penalties of the crimes which subject a per-
son to the Oklahoma Sex Offender Registra-
tion Act by requiring every person convicted
of a sex crime who is sentenced to prison for
two or more years to serve a minimum term
of three years of post-imprisonment supervi-
sion. The post-imprisonment supervision will
enhance the ability of the state to monitor
and assist offenders as they return to society.

In a related matter, SB 1130 requires
the Department of Corrections, in conjunction
with the Pardon and Parole Board, to imple-
ment a method for tracking the success and
recidivism of persons who have been convicted
of violent offenses for the first three years fol-
lowing their release from incarceration or re-
lease to parole.

Another measure, HB 1714, allows
the court to prohibit persons subject to the
Sex Offender Registration Act from accessing
or using Internet social networking sites which
could give the offender access to children. The
measure allows the court to require the of-
fender to register any electronic mail address
or Internet identity used by the offender.

Punishing those who prey upon chil-
dren was the impetus behind HB 1816
which establishes minimum mandatory prison
sentences for those who commit sex crimes
against children under the age of 12. The bill
establishes a mandatory 25-year prison sen-
tence for persons convicted of the following
crimes:

- Child sexual abuse;

- Child sexual exploitation;

- Lewd exposure in a public place;

- Downloading of obscene material or

child pornography;

- Distribution of obscene material or

child pornography;

- Soliciting a child to perform in child

pornography; and

- Distributing to a child any obscene

material or child pornography.



Few measures received as much atten-
tion this session as immigration reform. HB

1804 replicates in state law the federal stat-
utes making it a crime to move, transport,
conceal, harbor, or shelter from detection per-
sons known to be illegal aliens within Okla-
homa. The
measure
provides an
exception
for the
transporta-
tion or har-
boring of il-
legal aliens
if it is asso-
ciated with
the provi-
sion of any
benefit
guaranteed
to illegal
aliens by federal law or regulated public health
services provided by a private charity with pri-
vate funds. The bill requires all state agencies
or entities and businesses that contract with a
state agency or entity to register and partici-
pate in one of two federally implemented veri-
fication systems to verify federal employment
authorization of new employees.

The bill also:

- Restricts eligibility for state driver li-
censes and identity cards to citizens, nation-
als, and legal immigrants;

- Requires jail officials to attempt to
verify the citizenship or immigration status of
any person arrested or confined through the
federal Law Enforcement Support Center op-
erated by U.S. DHS;

- States that it is a discriminatory prac-
tice for an employing entity to discharge a US
citizen or legal resident alien while retaining
an illegal alien, hired after July 1, 2008, in a
comparable job as the discharged employee.
In order for such a discharge to be considered
a violation of this section, the employer had

to know, or reasonably should have known,
that the retained employee was illegal; and

- Authorizes the State Attorney Gen-
eral to negotiate a memo of understanding
between Oklahoma and the Department of
Justice or Homeland Security regarding en-
forcement of federal immigration law in Okla-
homa.

Issues related to law enforcement also
received much attention this session. The
number of training hours necessary to become
a peace officer was increased by SB 920.
The bill incre-
mentally in-
creases the
Council on
Law Enforce-
ment Educa-
tion and
Training
(CLEET) ba-
sic academy
hours from
an initial 375
hours  for
those gradu-
ating before
December 31, 2007, to 600 hours for those
graduating after July 1, 2009.

Another important provision of the bill
allows counties with a population of more than
500,000 and cities with a population of more
than 65,000 to provide their own basic law
enforcement academy after making applica-
tion and receiving approval from the Council
on Law Enforcement Education and Training.

f NOTICE N

The Lega Eagle is a news publication for
law enforcement officers and is not de-
signed to give legal advice. You should
aways contact your police legal advisor,
municipal attorney, or district attorney

concerning legal matters. j




