OPM 02-13

DATE: March 11, 2002
TO: All Appointing Authorities
FROM: Oscar B. Jackson, Jr., Administrator and

Cabinet Secretary of Human Resources

RE: The Council of State Governments’ 2002 Innovations Awards

Changing times often require minor adaptations and/or major overhauls in organizations and
delivery systems. State employees continually find ways to make changes that allow state
government to run more efficiently. Now is your opportunity to recognize your hardworking,
innovative employees by nominating their work for the Council of State Governments’ (CSG) 16"
Annual Innovations Award. You may apply for awards in the following categories:
Communications and Technology, Infrastructure and Economic Development, Government
Operations, Health and Human Services, Human Resources/Education, Natural Resources, and
Public Safety/Corrections. Applications are being accepted until April 1, 2002.

CSG’s Innovations Awards Program was established in 1986 to bring greater visibility to
exemplary state programs and policies in the Innovations Transfer Program and to facilitate the
transfer of those successful experiences to other states. The Innovations Awards Program is the
only program in the nation that focuses exclusively on state programs and policies and selects
winners based on evaluations by state government officials.

The “Reaching for the Stars” Program of the Oklahoma Department of Human Services is a 2001
Southern Region Innovations Awards semifinalist, featured in State Government News
(November/December 2001) and on CSG’s website, csg.org/innovations. All contributors will be
acknowledged at the Innovations Awards Ceremony in the state capitol of each winner, as well as
recognized in State Government News and on the CSG Website.

The following benchmarks are used in the Innovations Awards selection process:

e Creativity - Does the program or policy represent a new and creative approach to
problems or issues?

e Effectiveness - Has the program or policy been effective in achieving its stated goals
and purposes to this point?

e Significance - Does the program or policy address significant regional issues or
problems that are regional in scope?

o Applicability - Is the program or policy applicable to other states?

o Transferability - Could the program or policy be easily transferred to other states?

CSG’s Innovations Program has proven to be an excellent way to identify, recognize, and transfer
the best practices in state government. To apply online, please access the csg.org/innovations
web address. For additional information about the Innovations Awards Program, please contact
James Carroll at (859) 244-8257 or by e-mail at innovations@csg.org.




