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MINUTES 
 

GOVERNOR’S ETHNIC AMERICAN ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

August 19, 2005  –  3:00 P.M. 
 

Jim Thorpe Building  –  Conference Room G-91 
2101 North Lincoln Boulevard 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105 
 
Advance written notice of regular scheduled meetings was filed with the Secretary of State on 
October 21, 2004.  The agenda for this meeting was posted with the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM).  This meeting was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the 
Open Meeting Act, Section 301 through 314 of Title 25. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT
 
Dr. Sandra Kaye Rana, Chair  
Marjaneh Seirafi-Pour, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
Dr. Riaz Ahmad 
Malaka A. Elyazgi 
Mohammad Farzaneh 
Dr. Basel S. Hassoun 
Dr. Mohammad Karami 

 
Karen E. Bak 
Dr. Fayyaz H. Hashmi 
 
 
OPM STAFF PRESENT 
 
Brenda C. Thornton 
Linda Williamson 

 
 
 
VISITORS PRESENT
 
Hank Batty – Deputy Administrator for Programs, Office of Personnel Management (OPM) 
Dr. Bob Blackburn – Executive Director, Oklahoma Historical Society 
Dr. Michael Bracy, Professor of History, Oklahoma State University (OSU) 
Ms. Nani Pybus – Coordinator, School of International Studies, OSU 
Mohammad Bilbeisi –Professor of Architecture, OSU 
Omar Rana – Special guest 
Jalal Farzaneh – Special guest 
Mohamed Elyazgi – Special guest 
Judy Gibbs Robinson – Reporter, The Oklahoman 
 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER. 
 
Dr. Sandra Rana, Chair of the Governor’s Ethnic American Advisory Council, called the meeting 
to order at 3:10 p.m.   
 
B. INTRODUCTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS, STAFF AND GUESTS. 
 
Council members, staff and guests introduced themselves.  Chair Rana welcomed everyone 
and thanked each for attending. 
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C. REVIEW OF MINUTES FROM THE MAY 20, 2005, MEETING.   
 
Dr. Basel Hassoun’s motion to approve the minutes of the May 20, 2005, meeting as presented 
was seconded by Dr. Riaz Ahmad.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
D. PRESENTATIONS. 
 
1.) Brenda Thornton introduced Dr. Bob L. Blackburn, Executive Director of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society.  Dr. Blackburn gave some history of the Historical Society, an outline of his 
core values, and an overview of the new Oklahoma History Center.  He asked the council for 
their help in collecting objects and stories that will enable him to document diversity in 
Oklahoma’s history.  He stated that 3-dimentional materials make a museum and without them 
a museum is no more than a book on the wall.  He extended an invitation to the council to host 
a future meeting at the Oklahoma History Center and allow him additional time to further define 
his goals and explain how the council can help in pulling together artifacts and stories. 
 
2.) Brenda Thornton introduced Dr. R. Michael Bracy, Historian and Professor of History at 
Oklahoma State University (OSU).  Dr. Bracy’s research, studies and teachings focus on the 
Middle East.  He gave a wonderful presentation of many accounts of the immigrants from this 
area and their roots, role, and influences in the history of Oklahoma beginning in the early 
1900’s.  He expressed his commitment to expand Oklahoma’s outreach and work with the 
council to document Oklahoma’s diversity in the interpretation of its past. Accompanying him 
was Ms. Nani Pybus, a native Oklahoman who lived in the Middle East for 14 years during her 
work as a foreign-service officer and is now directing the International Education and Outreach 
Program in the School of International Studies at OSU.  Ms. Pybus shared information on the 
history of OSU’s role and leadership in international studies.   
 
3.) D. Khosrow Bozorgi regretfully was unable to attend. 
 
E. OLD BUSINESS. 
 
No items were presented at this time. 
 
F. NEW BUSINESS. 
 
Dr. Ahmad recommended that the council accept Dr. Blackburn’s invitation to host a future 
meeting at the new Oklahoma History Center and change the meeting time to allow enough 
time for a tour of the museum. 
 
Malaka Elyazgi suggested that Governor Henry’s office be contacted and reminded of the 
closeness of the Holy Month of Ramadan, and to check on the possibility of a second annual 
Iftar dinner at the Governor’s Mansion.  Jalal Farzaneh volunteered to assume responsibility for 
coordinating this project. 
 
Chair Rana asked if there were any comments from guests.  Jalal Farzaneh said that it was his 
pleasure and he was so blessed to be in attendance and have the opportunity to experience the 
wonderful presentations. 
 
Vice-Chair Marjan Seirafi-Pour reiterated comments Dr. Blackburn made.  She encouraged the 
other council members to seize this very, very important and beautiful opportunity to seek out 
those pieces of memorabilia that are in their homes and the homes of friends and family, 
document the stories that make these items so valuable, and allow Dr. Blackburn to display and 
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document Oklahoma’s history of diversity for future generations to enjoy.  She asked them to 
find that prayer rug on which their grandmother taught them how to pray and document that 
story, stating that these are the kinds of beautiful pieces of history that Dr. Blackburn wants and 
is asking our help in finding and preserving.  She asked them to get involved and move forward 
with this (project) before it is too late and these pieces of history are lost. 
 
Chair Rana announced that Attorney General Drew Edmondson and the Oklahoma Press 
Association are conducting a series of free seminars on the Oklahoma Open Meeting and Open 
Records Act.  The Tulsa World announced that the first seminar was set for 1:00 p.m. on August 
23, 2005, at Rogers State University. 
 
Vice-Chair Seirafi-Pour, on behalf of the council, extended their congratulations to Ms. Elyazgi 
and her family on the recent engagement of her daughter. 
  
G. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Chair Rana adjourned the meeting at 4:45 p.m. on a motion by Dr. Hassoun; seconded by Ms. 
Elyazgi.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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