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MINUTES 
 

GOVERNOR’S ETHNIC AMERICAN ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

February 16, 2007  –  3:00 P.M. 
 

Jim Thorpe Building  –  Conference Room G-91 
2101 North Lincoln Boulevard 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105 
 
Advance written notice of regular scheduled meetings was filed with the Secretary of State on 
December 11, 2006.  The agenda for this meeting was posted with the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM).  This meeting was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the 
Open Meeting Act, Section 301 through 314 of Title 25. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT
 
Dr. Sandra Kaye Rana, Chair 
Marjan Seirafi-Pour, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
Dr. Riaz Ahmad 
Malaka A. Elyazgi 
Dr. Fayyaz H. Hashmi 
Mohammad Farzaneh 
Wes Salous 
 
 

 
Dr. Basel S. Hassoun 
Dr. Mohammad Karami 
 
OPM STAFF PRESENT 
 
Brenda C. Thornton 
Linda Williamson 

 
 
VISITORS PRESENT
 
John Coyle – FBI Agent, and the Oklahoma City Joint Terrorism Task Force 
David Otwell – Detective, Edmond Police Department and the Oklahoma City FBI Joint 

Terrorism Task Force 
Zia Muneer – Attorney, Home Creations 
Amir Farzaneh – Attorney, Hall Estill Law Firm 
Jalal Farzeneh – Special Guest 
Houda Elyazgi – Student, University of Oklahoma 
Kara Smith, General Counsel, Office of Personnel Management 
Mark Schlachtenhaufen – Reporter, Oklahoma Publishing Today/Capitol Network News 
Judy Gibbs Robinson – Reporter, The Oklahoman 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME. 
 
Dr. Sandra Rana, Chair of the Governor’s Ethnic American Advisory Council, called the meeting 
to order at 3:14 p.m.   
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B. INTRODUCTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS, STAFF AND GUESTS. 
 
Chair Rana extended a special welcome to the council’s newest member, Wes Salous, who was 
recently appointed to the council and attending his first meeting.  Council members and guests 
were asked to provide self-introductions.  Chair Rana introduced and thanked OPM staff 
members, Brenda Thornton and Linda Williamson, for their support and assistance.  Chair Rana 
welcomed everyone and thanked each for attending. 
 
C. REVIEW OF MINUTES FROM THE AUGUST 18, 2006, MEETING.   
 
The minutes for August 18, 2006, were approved as presented following a motion by Dr. Riaz 
Ahmad; second by Mohammad Farzaneh.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
D.  SCHEDULED MEETING DATES FOR 2007. 
 
The council reviewed the schedule of meeting dates for 2007 and approved them as presented 
on a motion by Malaka Elyazgi; second by Dr. Fayyaz Hashmi.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
E. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR. 
 
Mr. Farzaneh recommended that the council initiate the process whereby the vice-chair will 
automatically succeed the chair; then the council will only have to elect a vice-chair and 
secretary each year.  After some discussion, it was decided to table this item until later in the 
meeting when those members who were absent would have an opportunity to join the meeting 
and provide their input.   
 
F. PRESENTATION:  MUSLIM COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM. 
 
Ms. Thornton introduced Detective David Otwell, a Detective with the Edmond Police 
Department who serves as a liaison officer between the Edmond Police Department and the 
FBI, investigates domestic and international terrorism-related cases, and has been assigned to 
serve on the Oklahoma City FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF).  Detective Otwell 
introduced another member of JTTF, Special Agent John Coyle.  Together they serve as co-
coordinators of the Muslim Community Outreach Program (MCOP), which is intended to bridge 
the gap between local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies and the Muslim community 
to combat terrorism and criminal activity.  Detective Otwell announced that two council 
members, Dr. Ahmad and Ms. Elyazgi, have already agreed to serve on the MCOP Council as 
representatives of the Muslim community.  He also stated that the first official meeting of the 
MCOP will take place on March 14, 2007, at the Memorial Institute for the Prevention of 
Terrorism in downtown Oklahoma City.  This first meeting will be closed to the general public 
and media in order to provide an open forum for effective communication and exchange of 
information and ideas between law enforcement and the Muslim community.   
 
The council expressed their appreciation to Detective Otwell and Special Agent Coyle for their 
support and assistance in creating the MCOP, and assured them that they could rely on the 
council for assistance and as a resource. 
 
G. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
 
Centennial Celebration of Oklahoma’s Statehood 

• Chair Rana acknowledged an Interfaith Prayer Service in Tulsa during the kick-off of the 
State’s Centennial celebration. 
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• Ms. Seirafi-Pour stated she had the privilege to serve as the Muslim mediator at the 
Governor’s Inauguration and to attend the Inaugural Ball. 

• Chair Rana acknowledged the legislators who had supported the council and the Muslim 
community.  Some of those legislators continue to service in the legislature and others 
have gone on to serve in other capacities (such as Representative Calvey who is now 
serving in Iraq). 

• Ms. Elyazgi commented that she felt that the council had not fully taken advantage of the 
opportunities and ideas that have been presented to them by guest speakers.  Chair 
Rana made a motion that Ms. Elyazgi contact Dr. Bob Blackburn at the Oklahoma 
History Center for development of an exhibit representing the Muslim community.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Ahmad and carried unanimously. 

 
Iftar Dinner at the Governor’s Mansion 

• Ms. Seirafi-Pour reported that the Governor and First Lady graciously hosted the Third 
Annual Iftar Dinner at the Governor’s Mansion.  Approximately 125 guests attended the 
dinner. 

 
Chair Rana made the following announcements:  

• The Oklahoma City Metro Employer Council will hold a meeting on Tuesday, February 
20, 2007, from 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  The topic is “Just When You Think You Know It 
All:  What’s Happening Now and What to Expect in the World of Immigration Compliance 
and Enforcement”. 

• In Tulsa, the Oklahoma Conference for Community and Justice along with the Tulsa 
Metropolitan Ministry and other interfaith-based organizations are hosting their annual 
tri-log.  The topic this year is immigration.  The group meets on three consecutive 
Sundays: the first meeting on February 18th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Boston Avenue, the 
following Sunday will be at B'nai Emunah Synagogue, and the third of the series will be 
at the Islamic Peace Academy School.  The series will feature a variety of speakers and 
topics at each event covering the religious, legal, and immigrant perspectives.  A local 
public broadcasting station will broadcast these events. 

 
ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR (revisited). 
 
Upon revisiting this item, Ms. Elyazgi made a motion to have Marjan Seirafi-Pour, current vice-
chair and secretary, move to the position of chair, effective immediately.  The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Ahmad and carried unanimously.  Chair Rana officially transferred the 
chairmanship and immediately handed the meeting over to Ms. Seirafi-Pour.  It was agreed that 
the election of a new vice-chair and secretary would be tabled until the next meeting. 
 
H. PLANNING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR 2007. 
 
Chair Seirafi-Pour opened the floor for submission and discussion of goals and objectives.  Dr. 
Hashmi recommended that education be the council’s primary focus and priority for this year.  
He stated that it would be a great achievement if we (the council) could educate our fellow 
Oklahomans about the Muslim community as well as the immigrant community.  He also stated 
that the council has a great opportunity through the MCOP established by the law enforcement 
community.  This should also be an ongoing process in the future.   
 
In order to reach an even broader audience and increase their visibility, it was decided that the 
council would try to find an avenue through public television to provide community education 
and visibility.   
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Chair Seirafi-Pour recommended that the council implement a program that recognizes the 
outstanding accomplishments of the women and youth in the Muslim community.  Dr. Ahmad 
volunteered to prepare a draft of criteria to be used in a selection process.  
 
Dr. Rana suggested that the council find some means of reporting council activities back to the 
community.  She added that one possible method could be a newsletter sent electronically to all 
council members.  If some members wished to have hard copies to distribute, they could 
produce those copies individually as needed.  Mr. Farzaneh further suggested that the council 
submit articles to OPM, which Ms. Thornton advised could be published in OPM’s “HR 
Exchange” also available electronically on OPM’s website. 
 
I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
 
There were no items presented at this time. 
 
J. NEW BUSINESS. 
 
Ms. Thornton noted that the agendas and approved meeting minutes for the past year are now 
available on OPM’s website, www.opm.ok.gov. 
 
K. COMMENTS FROM VISITORS. 
 
Ms. Thornton introduced to the council Ms. Kara Smith, the new General Counsel for the Office 
of Personnel Management.   
   
L. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Chair Seirafi-Pour adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m.  

http://www.opm.ok.gov/
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