Summary of Prevention of Youth Access to Tobacco Act

§37-600


Prevention of Youth Access to Tobacco:

· Prohibits the sale of tobacco to minors under the age of 18

· Requires storeowners to demand proof of age for sale of tobacco

· Prohibits purchase receipt or possession of tobacco products by minors under the age of 18

· Requires retail establishments to post signs specified by ABLE commission

· Requires each retail employee selling tobacco to be informed of the state law by signed acknowledgement

· Restricts Vending Machines sales to places not open to public access or places only open to public access above the age of 18

· Restricts distribution of tobacco product samples 

· Prohibits sale of tobacco products except in original, sealed packaging

· Restricts public access to the display or sale of tobacco products

Enforcement:

Currently, the Alcoholic Beverage Laws Enforcement (ABLE) commission and County Sheriffs have the responsibility of enforcing O.S. Title 37 unless cities and towns enact ordinances, which mirror the state law.  Without local ordinances, violations are directed to district court and any fines received are distributed to the state instead of the local municipality.  

Under O.S. Title 37, cities and towns may enact and municipal police officers may enforce ordinances prohibiting and penalizing conduct under provisions of this section, but the provisions of municipal ordinances shall be the same as provided for in this section, and the penalty provisions under such ordinances shall not be more stringent than those of this section.

Why create local Ordinances?

Enforcement
Local law enforcement can better enforce the law because there is a city ordinance in place.  Law enforcement can issue a citation instead of taking the person to jail.

Money
With a local ordinance, a citation is issued by law enforcement and the money from that fine and court costs will stay in the local community.  Without a local ordinance, the money goes to the state.

Time
If someone were to violate the law without a local ordinance, law enforcement would have to take the person to jail.  If there was a local ordinance they could just simply issue a citation, which would only be a few minutes.

Role Modeling
The community is setting a good example that they don’t want their youth to get their hands on tobacco.  Also, the more places that do not allow tobacco use the greater chances our youth will see positive role modeling and that tobacco use is NOT the social norm.

Community Cares
Local ordinances mean that the community is taking a stand on protecting their citizens.  It shows that they care about their citizens.  This specific ordinance shows that they don’t want youth to start using tobacco.  It works against the tobacco industry, which specifically targets youth through their deceptive marketing strategies to become replacement smokers for the premature death of 6,000 Oklahomans a year.

Key Facts about Tobacco Use:

· Tobacco is the #1 preventable cause of death in the United States.

· Tobacco is highly addictive.

· 1,200 Americans die a day from the harmful effects of tobacco use.

· According to the 2006 Surgeon Generals report, there is no safe amount of secondhand smoke.

· Tobacco is directly linked to heart disease and cancer.

· Smoking harms nearly every organ of your body.  It causes diseases and worsens your health.

· 12 million Americans have died due to tobacco use since 1964.

· About 1 out of every 4 adults and students smoke.  (Nationwide)

· 4,000 young people smoke their 1st cigarette each day.

Tobacco use in Oklahoma:

· 663,500 adults in Oklahoma smoke. (1 in every 4)

· 5,800 Oklahomans die prematurely each year from tobacco use.

· 90,800 kids now under 18 and alive in Oklahoma will ultimately die prematurely from smoking.

· Annual health care costs in Oklahoma directly caused by smoking amount to $1.07 billion.

· $201 million is the portion covered by the state Medicaid program.

· Smoking-caused productivity losses in Oklahoma amount to $1.43 billion.

· Oklahoma Residents’ state & federal tax burden from smoking-caused government expenditures is $525 per household.

      Youth Tobacco use in Oklahoma:

· 54,400 Oklahoma high school students smoke.

· 23.0% Oklahoma male high school students use spit tobacco.

· 15.4% of Oklahoma kids in grades 6th-8th have used spit tobacco.

· 10,400 Oklahoma kids under the age of 18 become new daily smokers each year.

· 2/3 of current smokers in grades 9th-12th purchased their cigarettes at a gas station or convenience store. 

· 1/3 of current smokers in grades 6th-8th purchased their cigarettes at a gas station or convenience store.

· 4.1 million packs of cigarettes are bought or smoked by Oklahoma kids under the age 18 each year.

· 76 % of current adult smokers in Oklahoma began smoking regularly in their teens.

· Annual tobacco industry marketing expenditures in Oklahoma amount to $213.5 million per year.

· Studies show that kids are 3 times more sensitive to tobacco advertising than adults & are more likely to be influenced to smoke by cigarette marketing than by peer pressure.

· 1/3 of underage experimentation with smoking is attributable to tobacco company advertising.

