Prevention of Youth Access to Tobacco

Overview of Proposed Ordinance

The proposed ordinance focuses on reducing the supply of tobacco to children and sends a clear message to youth and adults about the hazards of tobacco use. The proposed ordinance reflects key provisions of Oklahoma State Law and exercises all current rights of Oklahoma cities and towns to facilitate local enforcement of these provisions. 

Key Provisions

TOBACCO VENDING MACHINES: Prohibits placement of tobacco vending machines in any area that is accessible to persons under 18 years of age.

FURNISHING TOBACCO PRODUCTS TO MINORS:  Prohibits any person to sell or furnish in any manner any tobacco product to any person under the age of 18, or to purchase in any manner a tobacco product on behalf of any such person. 

PURCHASE, RECEIPT OR POSSESSION BY MINORS:  Prohibits a person who is under 18 years of age to purchase, receive, or have in their possession a tobacco product. Provides exception for employees under 18 to handle tobacco products when required in the performance of their duties. 

DISPLAY OF TOBACCO AGE RESTRICTION SIGNAGE: Requires retailers of tobacco products to post signs (provided by the Oklahoma ABLE Commission) that include a toll-free telephone number for the purpose of reporting violations. 

PUBLIC ACCESS TO TOBACCO PRODUCTS: Prohibits the display of tobacco products in any manner that allows public access to the tobacco product without assistance from an employee or owner of the store. Provides exception for businesses where persons under 18 years of age are not admitted. 

TOBACCO PARAPHERNALIA: Prohibits any person to sell or furnish in any manner to a person under the age of 18 years of age any material or device used in the smoking, chewing, or other method of consumption of tobacco.

Rationale 

National reports show that Oklahoma has one of the highest rates of illegal sales of tobacco to children. While many stores are obeying the law, many are not. If stores are held accountable for multiple violations, they will make a greater effort to make sure their clerks receive the training and tools they need to avoid illegal sales.
Self-service displays and cigarette vending machines make it easier for minors to purchase tobacco because they allow youth to minimize or avoid interaction with a store clerk. Studies show that minors tend to avoid asking salesclerks for the products, knowing they are more likely to be asked to show proof of age. Self-service displays also increase shoplifting of cigarettes.  
A statewide poll funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation found that 84 percent of Oklahomans favor imposing fines and penalties against businesses that repeatedly sell tobacco products to minors and 78 percent believe that current state laws regarding tobacco sales and minors are too weak. The poll also found that 92 percent of Oklahomans favor requiring businesses that sell tobacco to keep all such products behind the counter and 82 percent favor banning cigarette vending machines in areas where minors are allowed to go.
