SWAT meets with Officials- Lawton Legislative Breakfast
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    The Lawton-Fort Sill Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) team held its Second Annual Legislative Breakfast Friday.

    Sandy Foster, tobacco use prevention program director for Comanche County Memorial Hospital, said the breakfast is an opportunity for adult leaders and youth to come together and discuss issues in the community.

    “It allowed them (the students) to highlight that they’re tired of an industry that targets and markets to them to become its replacement smokers,” she said.

    Students from Lawton’s three high schools met with state Rep. Ann Coody, Ward 3 Lawton Councilmember Janice Drewry, Ward 1 Councilmember Bill Shoemate, members of the Lawton Police Department and other representatives of the community.  

    Foster said the students aren’t against tobacco users, but they are against the tobacco industry and a product that, when used as directed, causes death.

“They would like adults to model a healthy lifestyle, which definitely includes not using tobacco in a park around kids,” she said.

    The Lawton-Fort Sill High School SWAT team is one of two programs already established in Comanche County.  SWAT’s mission is the empower and unite young people to resist and expose big tobacco’s lies while changing current attitudes about tobacco, she said.

    The SWAT team also has been selected to present on its advocacy efforts at a national conference in March.  It also is working on an art show to showcase exhibits that educate people about tobacco use.  The SWAT Art Show will be at the Museum of the Great Plains throughout the month of April. 

