Lone Grove Students Use Shoes to Get Message Across
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April 2, 2007 

A group of middle school students in Carter County took a creative approach to get a special message across to the public Monday. "Students Working Against Tobacco" in Lone Grove stood out near a busy highway intersection all day next to a pile of 12-hundred pairs of shoes....to show the community that tobacco kills as many people every day in the United States. KTEN's Andrea Kurys reports. 

If you were driving through lone grove Monday, it might not have been the signs the students were holding that got your attention. The enormous piles of shoes were collected by lone grove middle school students to send a strong message. 

Students participating in SWAT say they're not against people that use tobacco, they're protesting tobacco companies that target youth to be the future generation of smokers. Some signs asked who would fill the shoes of the 12-hundred people that die each day from tobacco.

The unusual picketers sure got the attention of highway drivers today. Kayli Johnson said, "They'll stop, well they won't stop but they'll look and they'll...like one, we've had them throw their cigarettes, just throw them out the window."

Levi Summers said, "We've had some people honk, hide their cigarettes, show their cigarettes." 

Wyatt Freeman said, "Tobacco companies want us to start smoking so that they can have more buyers, and we're just gonna take a stand because we know that that's wrong."

Students Working Against Tobacco involves thousands of students from across the United States. Lone Grove Middle School is part of the Carter County Tobacco Use Prevention Coalition. About 350 students participate in the organization. 

Andrea Kurys, KTEN News.

