Dave’s Devil’s Advocate Questions for Tobacco Free School Policy Advocacy


1. “Even though I personally don’t use tobacco, I can’t see how we can discriminate against tax paying adults who are using a product, which is legal for them.  We teach tolerance for all types of things, why should adult, tax paying tobacco users be singled out and picked on?  This is their school as well.”

2. “If we pass this it will be impossible to enforce.  So we will be stuck with a policy, which isn’t any stronger than the paper, it is written on.  The SWAT kids need to understand that the passing of this policy won’t be all peaches and cream.  For example, I’m not going to tell a burly 300-pound construction worker that he can’t smoke.  Attempting to enforce this controversial policy will set us up for physical confrontations and liability issues.”

3. “Maybe in an ideal world, we would pass this, but it will create too much controversy, however, we will continue to do our part by teaching that tobacco is harmful via our classrooms and health fairs.  Realistically, it’s all we can do.  We don’t need to offend parents and visitors.”

4. “Kids need to learn that adults are free to make decisions, even if those decisions aren’t ones that they and the majority of people would make.  Last time I checked, this was the United States of America…land of the free.”

5. “Big districts like Tulsa and Oklahoma City can pass this because they have the budget to hire the resource officers to enforce it.  We don’t have the money to do this.”

6. “Smaller districts like Panola and Watts can pass it because the size of the crowds that come to their events aren’t nearly as big as ours.  We have up to 10,000 people at our football games.”

7. “During these tough financial times, we need to get along with everyone.  We will soon attempt to pass a bond issue and we don’t need to “rock the boat” at a time like this.”

8. “Doesn’t the Health Department have better things to do than worry about our policy?    Is the Health Department going to be here Friday nights helping us enforce this?  We have to “pay the price” for this decision not the Health Department.”

9. “You have to understand that around here we have many chewers and dippers.  They can hide it much better than smokers and I’m not about to walk around peering into everyone’s mouth.  Our local culture isn’t ready for this.  It’s not the norm around here.”

10. “Mr. Jones owns a farm and garden store.  He donates all the supplies, materials and use of machinery we use for maintaining and up keeping our athletic fields.  Mr. Jones smokes during games.  We can’t upset him and jeopardize all the in-kind contributions he makes to us.”

11. “We stick with the law and don’t go beyond that.”


