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EMPOWER YOUTH. TAKE ACTION. CAUSE CHANGE




SWAT is Oklahoma’s statewide youth movement with a mission to empower and
unite youth to resist and expose Big Tobacco’s lies while changing current
attitudes about tobacco. SWAT is not against the tobacco user, but against the
tobacco industry’s manipulative marketing strategies.

Youth are trained to be leaders in their schools and communities. As advocates
against the tobacco industry’s manipulative marketing strategies, youth refuse to
be “replacement smokers” for the thousands of people who die every day from
tobacco use.

BIG TOBACCO

Every day, 16 Oklahomans die from a tobacco-related disease. Over 440,000
Americans die every year from tobacco use. The negative health effects of tobacco
use are well known. However, Big Tobacco has a history of marketing to kids and,
as a result, Oklahoma has one of the highest smoking rates in the nation.

REASONS WHY
SHOULD BE IN YOUR SCHOOL

SWAT members give to the community what the tobacco industry doesn’t: THE
TRUTH. They let youth, faculty, and community members know how the tobacco
industry still targets youth today. Kids also learn leadership and project
management skills. SWAT implements the program at your school at no cost to you.




ABOUT

Most SWAT teams are located in middle schools and high
schools across Oklahoma, but occasionally there are teams
who are not affiliated with a particular school. Each group
has an Adult Partner who sponsors the club, and works
directly with members in activism efforts. Being located
within an organization gives Adult Partners the ability
to recruit members, hold meetings, and integrate

OK SWAT into the organization’s structure and culture.

Adult Partners are the key to the success of

0K SWAT. They work with local SWAT Coordinators
in the area to engage youth in tobacco control
efforts. Training and guidance for Adult Partners
is provided by local SWAT Coordinators.

Adult Partners ,

e Meeting with local SWAT Coordinator
once a month

¢ Recruiting OK SWAT youth members

¢ Coordinating youth trainings that are
led by SWAT Coordinator

¢ Holding OK SWAT meetings

¢ |mplementing one SWAT activism
activity per month

e Keeping general records of 0K SWAT
team activities



WHAT SWAT
MEMBERS DO

OK SWAT teams must implement one activism activity per month

that helps expose the deceptive marketing tactics of Big Tobacco

companies. Sample activities will be provided, but each SWAT team
is encouraged to be creative in their efforts. Events
may include Red Ribbon Week, Great American \
Smokeout, Through with Chew week, Kick Butts Day,
and World No Tobacco Day.

N

Youth members across the state will also

work on campaign efforts in tobacco
prevention. Current topics include tobacco-free
schools, smokefree public places, and restricting
youth access to tobacco.

SWAT projects and events are organized around achieving Measures
of Progress to generate community support for a SWAT campaign.
Measures of Progress, or MOPs, include message cards, surveys,
news articles, and video testimonials, among others. Successful
SWAT activism projects usually occur at events that are heavily
attended by the public, such as Friday Night football games and
county fairs. The more people attend the event, the more MOPs will
be achieved.

More information about these campaigns will be provided at Adult
Partner trainings.

APPLICATION PROCESS

If you are interested in becoming a SWAT Adult Partner,
please download the application from the Who We Are page

on okswat.com. Give your completed application to your
local SWAT coordinator.

CONTACT US

To learn more about SWAT or our Adult Partners,
check out okswat.com, contact your local coordinator
or call SWAT Headquarters at (405) 271-3619.

SWAT is funded by the Oklahoma State Department of Health
and Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust.
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