Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security 

Staff Backgrounds

Major Kerry Pettingill – Director 

Kerry has spent his career on the front lines of protecting the safety of the citizens of Oklahoman.  Beginning his career as a state trooper with the Mangum detachment, Kerry has been with the Oklahoma Highway Patrol for 22 years.  He has served in numerous specialized positions with OHP through the years including Certified Bomb Technician as well as Commander of the Tactical Teams and Bomb Squad and liaison to the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task Force.  Kerry was one of the first responders on the scene after the Oklahoma City Bombing and witnessed first hand the need for effective counter-terrorism measures.  He is also a graduate of the FBI’s National Academy.  Kerry was promoted to the rank of Major in September of 2003 and Governor Henry appointed him the Oklahoma Homeland Security Director in January of 2004.  Kerry is a graduate of Southern Nazarene University with a degree in Organizational Leadership.  

Melissa McLawhorn Houston – Chief of Staff

As an Oklahoma City Bombing survivor, Melissa became an advocate for effective anti-terrorism initiatives early in her career.  Melissa also has an extensive background in criminal justice reform.  She played a key role in reform efforts related to “truth in sentencing,” community sentencing and federal anti-terrorism legislation.  Melissa also served as Deputy Director for the Oklahoma Sheriffs’ Association as well as Staff Attorney for the Oklahoma Truth in Sentencing Policy Advisory Commission.  Prior to taking a position with OKOHS, Melissa was involved in political and policy development issues by working on several campaigns including a State House race and a statewide issue campaign.  Melissa is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma with a degree in Letters.  She earned her Juris Doctor from OU as well.

Chris Huston – Grants Administrator
Chris not only has an Accounting Degree from the University of Oklahoma he has also earned his Juris Doctor and MBA from OU as well.  Chris has practiced law, public accounting and has done financial/administrative work in the oil and gas industry.  He is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association, American Institute of Public Accountants and the Oklahoma Jumpstart Coalition for the advancement of financial literacy.  Chris is also a Certified Public Accountant.

Robbie Foster – Grants Assistant
Robbie most recently worked for the Guthrie Public School system as an Activity Fund Custodian, Deputy Treasurer and Deputy Minutes Clerk.  She also has an extensive background in the private sector working with accounts payable and receivable, collections, the filing of insurance, audit support, payroll, bank reconciliation, tax returns and other bookkeeping duties.

Gary Davis – Exercise / Training Coordinator
Gary came to OKOHS after retiring from the Oklahoma City Fire Department.  Gary spent 31 years with the department and advanced through the ranks before retiring as Battalion Chief of Operations.  He was responsible for the leadership and supervision of training, special operations and emergency medical services sections.  Gary is a nationally registered Emergency Medical Technician, Oklahoma State Health Department EMS Instructor as well as an Oklahoma State University Fire Service Training Instructor.

Brook Borden – Public Affairs Coordinator
Brook graduated from the University of Central Oklahoma with a degree in Broadcasting.  She spent numerous years working at television stations in Wichita Falls, TX, Springfield, MO and Augusta, GA.  Brook began her news career as a reporter but eventually worked her way up to the positions of Weekend Anchor and ultimately Morning Anchor.  Prior to arriving at OKOHS Brook also worked as Deputy Communications Director on a statewide issue campaign.

Lt. Tim Kimrey – Information Analysis and Infrastructure Protection Coordinator
A 17-year veteran of the Oklahoma Highway Patrol, Tim has been tasked to OKOHS from OHP.  He is a graduate of East Central University with a degree in History.  Tim is an Officer in the U.S. Navy working in the intelligence arena.  He was called up to active duty during Operation Iraqi Freedom serving at CENTCOM.  Tim has teaching certificates in both Oklahoma and Missouri.

Capt. Paul Verble – Regional Trailer Coordinator  

Paul is currently a full-time Firefighter for the City of Edmond.  On his days off from the fire department, Paul has spear headed the regional trailer project for OKOHS.  He is a Hazardous Material Technician and has also received training from the National Fire Academy and Center for Domestic Preparedness.  Paul was promoted to the rank of Captain in the Fall of 2004.  He attended Northwestern Oklahoma State College and received a degree in Teaching.

Cathy Adams – OKOHS Office Manager
Cathy has a Legal Assistant Degree from Rose state College and has 17 years of experience in the legal field.  In the private sector, Cathy worked in the area of Environmental Law.  In the government sector, she was employed by District Attorney offices in two counties; her duties varied and included office management, felony case management as well as victim-witness coordination.  Cathy has also served as a Bailiff for an Oklahoma Associate District Judge.

Kim Beaver – Special Projects Administrator
Kim began working at DPS 15 years ago.  She has been tasked to the Communications Division, Public Information Office, Commissioner’s Office and Homeland Security beginning in 2002.  Kim is also a Certified Procurement Officer.   

Christa Alderman – Administrative Technician

Christa joined OKOHS in the fall of 2004.  She graduated Magna Cum Laude with a degree in Business Economics from the University of Oklahoma.  Christa plans to attend law school.

Wayne Flanagan – IAIP Liaison
Wayne is currently on Active Duty with the Army National Guard on orders to serve as the Information Analysis and Infrastructure Protection (IAIP) Liaison between the Guard and OKOHS.  Recently promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, Wayne has been a member of the National Guard for 23 years.  He is also a Lieutenant with the Oklahoma City Police Department and when not on active duty he supervises the OCPD Gang Enforcement Unit.  Wayne has a degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Central Oklahoma as well as a Masters Degree in Natural/Applied Science from Oklahoma State University.   

