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CHRISTOPHER M. SALYER 
Biography 

 
Christopher M. Salyer is a graduate of Southern Methodist University and holds an MBA from 
Babson College in Boston, Massachusetts. Mr. Salyer currently serves as Chairman, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Preplayed Entertainment Systems, L.L.C. Preplayed franchises 
and operates approximately 100 retail music stores in 35 states, the District of Columbia, 
England, Thailand, Guatemala, Canada and Venezuela under the names "CD Warehouse," "Disc 
Go Round," "CD Exchange," and "Music Trader." CD Warehouse stores buy, sell, and trade pre-
owned CDs, DVDs, and video games with their customers, and offer a full complement of new 
release CDs. Based on data from Billboard Record Retailing Directory, the company is the 
second largest music retailer in the U.S., measured by number of stores. 
 
A certified public accountant, Mr. Salyer’s professional career began with Chase Manhattan Bank 
and then with the international accounting firm of Arthur Young and Company. As a CPA, he 
specialized in complex international and personal income tax matters. He co-authored the book 
“Expatriate Income Taxation” in 1977. He founded National Check Cashers Corporation in 1984 
and grew the enterprise to a seven state and 250 employee chain of retail financial service 
centers from Atlanta to Alaska through 1995. He currently holds the position of Chairman of Accel 
Financial Staffing, Inc., a temporary services company co-founded with his wife, Meg Salyer, in 
1995.  
 
Mr. Salyer is past president of Leadership Oklahoma and a graduate of Leadership Oklahoma 
City. His involvement with Leadership Oklahoma began in 1986 when a group of Oklahoma 
leaders began a series of meetings and discussions based on the belief that all have a stake in 
developing the prosperity and confronting the problems of our state. They shared the conviction 
that our leadership must understand the complex differences and relationships that drive 
Oklahoma in order to find effective solutions. From those meetings came Leadership Oklahoma, 
an organization designed to create a dynamic network of leaders whose increased awareness 
and commitment to service will energize Oklahomans to shape the state's future. Each year, 
Leadership Oklahoma brings together 50 of the state's most outstanding leaders for 10 issue-
oriented sessions that address critical challenges facing the state. The goal is to tap the energies 
of those leaders to initiate positive change for the benefit of all Oklahomans. Participants are 
chosen through a rigorous application process and selected from across the state to represent 
Oklahoma's professional, geographical, and cultural diversity. Each person must demonstrate a 
dedication to Oklahoma's progress and the ability to exercise leadership in recognizing and 
resolving issues of statewide significance. Today, more than 900 graduates of this statewide 
leadership development program are carrying out that mission.  

 
Also an alumnus of Young Presidents Organization, Mr. Salyer served as Oklahoma City Chapter 
Chairman in 1996-1997. Membership in YPO, the premier international network of young global 
business leaders, is comprised of individuals who serve as a company president, chairman, CEO, 
managing director, publisher or head partner under the age of 50. With the express purpose of 
helping build "Better Leaders through Education and Idea Exchange", YPO has remained 
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steadfast in its mission, which still resonates worldwide 55 years after it was founded. YPO 
continues to welcome new members and new chapters from every corner of the world.  
 
Mr. Salyer is one of the founders, a director and past president of Automobile Alley, Inc., a 
National Main Street Program dedicated to the restoration and revitalization of downtown 
Oklahoma City. In an area once home to more than 50 car dealerships and their related services, 
the April 19, 1995 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building damaged more than 350 
buildings. Following years of steady economic decline along Broadway, Automobile Alley was at 
a true crossroad, and the catalyst for economic recovery was to be found in this tragedy. 
 
Mr. Salyer brought together property owners, architects, urban planners and engineers to join 
forces and envision the "front-door to Downtown" as a vibrant, mixed-use neighborhood. This 
meeting of the minds initiated the development of the Automobile Alley Main Street Program, and 
saw the creation of a public/private partnership that since 1996 has resulted in private investment 
in excess of $40 million. 
 
Today, Automobile Alley is an active member of Downtown OKC Inc., and continues to "rev the 
engine" of economic revitalization throughout the District. 
 
Mr. Salyer was the founding chairman of the Oklahoma City Public Schools “Principal for a Day” 
program. He is a member of the National Academy of the Recording Arts and Sciences 
(Grammys), the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and maintains his membership 
in the Oklahoma and California Societies. He is the founding Chairman of the Friends of the 
Charles M. Russell Center at the school of Fine Arts at the University of Oklahoma.  
 
He is currently Chairman of the Board of (Artspace) at Untitled, a private art gallery in Oklahoma 
City and has recently been appointed Chairman of the Bienalle Project for the Creativity World 
Forum 2010. He is also a board member of the Dead Center Film Festival as well as serving as a 
commissioner of the Oklahoma Film and Music Office. 
 
He has previously served on the boards of: 
 
Lifescience Corporation 
Medical Arts Laboratory 
Metro Bank 
Oklahoma Health Center Foundation 
Oklahoma Heritage Association 
YMCA 
Zymetx Corporation 
Ballet Oklahoma 
Aston Martin Owners Club 
 
Mr. Salyer and his wife, Meg have been married for 25 years and have one daughter, Margaret. 
His hobbies include travel, restoration of old cars, homes and buildings, and art of the American 
West. 


