
 

 
Are You Ready for an Agent? 

 
So you think you’re ready for an agent—but are you sure? Agents aren’t just looking for 
a pretty face. You must be prepared to be professional and to prove to them that you are 
a commodity worth marketing. If you are serious about being an actor, then the agent 
will be serious about getting you work. Read this list to see if you’re as ready as you 
think you are. 
 
Do you have on-camera or voice work experience?  

 If not, you will need to take some on-camera or audio workshops or classes to 
learn how to audition and work with a camera. Or, for voice work, how to work in 
the audio field.  

 
Have you taken any on-camera acting or voice work classes or workshops?  

 There are many excellent, reasonably priced one- and two-day workshops and 
weekly classes in the Oklahoma City area. It is not necessary to enroll in long-term 
expensive programs. 

 
For on-camera work, do you have current professional quality headshots?  

 A good headshot is an absolute must to get on-camera work in this market and is 
not optional. Headshots should be professional quality black and white or color 8 x 
10's, preferably on card stock or photo paper. Call a local photographer who is 
experienced in commercial headshots. 

 
For voice work, do you have a professional audio demo?  

 Your audio demo should be no longer than approximately one minute and in a 
digital format, preferably mp3. Demos should consist of your spoken name (i.e 
Donald Duck, Jessica Rabbit), then several (5-10 seconds each) edited lead-ins 
from actual spots, manufactured pieces with musical beds, and/or imagings, 
narratives, etc., which demonstrate your different voice styles and pacing (i.e. soft 
sell, hard sell, testimonial, narrative, etc). If you also perform different dialects or 
character voices, please prepare a separate demo of approximately the same 
length with those.  

 
Do you have a current résumé?  

 If not, you should compile one immediately and keep it current. Update your 
résumé at least twice a year, and put a date at the bottom. If you aren’t sure how to 
go about writing an acting résumé, there are all types of sites online that explain 
the details and offer sample résumés.  



Is your schedule flexible?  

 Auditions and acting projects occur at all times, day and night, seven days a week. 
Working successfully in this market means you'll need to be available when 
auditions and casting calls come.  

 
Have you done your agency homework before signing?  

 Different agencies offer different services. Before you sign, take time to find out 
exactly what they have to offer and if there are any costs. Please remember that if 
an agency asks you for any money up front (such as for classes, website services, 
photo shoots, expos, etc), then their main focus is selling you their products. They 
are making money without finding you work, so finding you auditions and bookings 
probably won’t be the priority. 

 
Are you ready to try commercial acting in a professional manner?  

 A good actor must be dependable, professional, cooperative, prompt, courteous, 
reliable, well prepared, well groomed, well mannered, and have reliable 
transportation. If you answered yes to these questions, then you are ready for an 
agent. See our How to Find a Reputable Agent article for more help. 


