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   Activity Report 
     June 2009 
 

 

Public Relations & Industry Development 
• Participated in an Oklahoma City Thunder Marketing Group meeting with Brian Byrnes, Dan 

Mahoney and Christine Berney to discuss opportunities to cross promote film and music with the 

Thunder. 

• Hosted VIP The Killer Inside Me set visits for state and local leadership in Oklahoma City, Cordell, 

Tulsa and Enid; hosted Governor Henry and his staff for an Oklahoma City set visit. 

• Along with the film’s producers, OF&MO hosted Quartz Mountain Summer Arts Institute Film/Video 

students and instructor Bradley Beesley for tour of The Killer Inside Me set in Cordell. 

• Visited Quartz Mountain for the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute in Lone Wolf, Oklahoma. Attended 

classes with the students and visited with faculty and OSAI staff and leadership.  

• Scouted Island Guest Ranch in Ames, Oklahoma, for the digital locations database. 

• Met with Renata Hayes, Director of Licensing at OU, to discuss ways to work together to establish 

best practices for filming at OU, as well as procedures for clearances of the OU logo and merchandise 

in television and film.  

• Met with Governor Henry and Chief-of-Staff Gerald Adams to discuss the status of the Oklahoma film 

industry and its economic impact for the state. 

• Provided incentives information to Dave Green of Oklahoma City’s McNeese Media. 

• Provided a list of Oklahoma talent agencies to Franco Milo Cevallos, a New York-trained actor who 

has recently relocated to Oklahoma. 

• Sent a list of Oklahoma talent agencies to Lisa Gibbon. 

• Assisted Oklahoma Lagueria Davis with information on grant opportunities for her upcoming 

documentary. 

• Attended the CD release event for the local band Unmarked Cars at Oklahoma City’s Chaotic Studios.  

• Met with Paul Wilkes to discuss new music incentives in Oklahoma.  

 

Points of Interest 

 
Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program Guidelines:  OF&MO has been hard at work in June 

developing clear cut guidelines and applications for the newly increased rebate program. The new 

guidelines are based on input from professional peers and consultants in the Los Angeles industry as well 

as fellow commissioners from other states with stringent guidelines and application procedures in place.  

 

The release of the information about the new incentives has generated a great deal of industry interest, as 

indicated in this report. Applications received by this office, complete with all required supporting 

documentation will be entered into the queue for rebate funds on a first-come, first-served basis pending 

meeting of all requirements. Those projects not meeting required benchmarks in the time frame allowed 

will be removed from the queue in order to ensure money is available for other viable projects.  Complete 

application and guidelines will be available at oklahomafilm.org after July 8, 2009.  

 
VIP set visits and Media Day for The Killer Inside Me: On Saturday, June 13, OF&MO and Killer Inside 

Me Productions, LLC, invited members of the media from around the state to visit the set and interview 

producers. The event took place in downtown Oklahoma City as the production filmed a scene on Park 
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Avenue in front of the First National Building, turning the street into 1950s downtown Fort Worth. The 

media were able to shoot video and take photos of the scene including lead actor, Casey Affleck. They 

were also given the opportunity to interview producers Andrew Eaton and Brad Schlei. The articles, 

including the interviews can be found below in the Media/Press/Ads section of the Activity Report.   A 

special thank you goes out to Christine Berney of the Thunder who volunteered her time and expertise to 

help us out with this event. 

 

Additionally, on Wednesday, June 17, the producers of Killer Inside Me generously hosted the film and 

video students from the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain for a firsthand look at a 

feature film set in Cordell. While visiting the set, students were able to visit with members of many 

different departments, and had the opportunity to ask questions and observe the filming of several scenes. 

A special thank you to producer Susan Kirr who took time from her hectic day to personally walk the 

students around to each department and explain the type of work performed by each group.   

 

Set visits also occurred in Tulsa on June 29 and Enid on June 30. The Tulsa set visit was attended by 

Mayor Kathy Taylor along with state legislators from the Tulsa area and representatives from the 

Oklahoma Tax Commission. The Enid set visit was attended by Enid area state legislators, city leadership 

as well as Sharon Thompson-Reed and Jim Reed. Sharon is the daughter of the late Jim Thompson, native 

Oklahoman and the author of the pulp novel on which the film is based. OF&MO would like to thank the 

production for hosting the VIPs during the four set visits and media day.  

 
The Killer Inside Me is set to wrap on Wednesday, July 1, in Enid. The safe and successful production 

filmed in Guthrie, Oklahoma City, Cordell, Tulsa and Enid. Many Oklahomans were employed on the 

production and Oklahoma was the recipient of a great deal of press as a result of the A-list cast and 

director.  The producers have expressed interest in bringing two more film productions to the state. 

 

You Can’t Win: The OF&MO, along with You Can’t Win, LLC, of Houston, Texas announced on June 8 

that another feature film project will shoot in Oklahoma. You Can’t Win is based on the 1926 

autobiography of Jack Black. The book tells of Black’s experiences as a hobo, freight-hopping around the 

United States and Canada, becoming a burglar, serving stints in jail, and escaping, often with the assistance 

of crooked cops or judges.  

 

The film will employ cast, crew and extras from Oklahoma, and the production will be based in 

Guthrie. Shooting is scheduled to begin around July 13 and will take place in Guthrie and the surrounding 

areas, and producers are scouting additional locations in Southeastern Oklahoma. To submit your resume, 

please e-mail youcantwinmovie@yahoo.com. 

  
PGA “Produced By” Conference: The first weekend in June marked the first Produced By Conference 

presented by the Producer’s Guild of America (PGA). The two day conference was held on June 5-7 at 

Sony Pictures Studios in Culver City, California. Producers from all over the country attended the 

conference to network and gain insight from industry leaders including Clint Eastwood, James Cameron, 

Gale Ann Hurd, Mark Gordon, Kathleen Kennedy, Marc Cherry and many more. 

 

Representing Oklahoma were Jill Simpson, Julie Porter, and Abby Kurin of the OF&MO. As sponsors of 

the conference, OF&MO received a booth, a full-page ad in the program, admission to all panels and 

speakers, the opportunity to include Oklahoma materials in the gift bags, and were partnered with Melissa 

Friedman of New York City, a Produced By “Ambassador,” who helped make connections between the 

PGA members and OF&MO staff.   OF&MO staff we also introduced to the PGA membership at the 

kickoff breakfast along with representatives from the other handful of states in attendance.  Jill Simpson 

was also asked to speak on Oklahoma’s new incentives program to membership in attendance at the “Made 

in the USA: Navigating Domestic Tax Incentives” panel hosted by Entertainment Partners as part of the 

conference.  One of the highlights of the weekend conference was a visit paid to the Oklahoma booth by 

Clint Eastwood whom we were able to provide with an Oklahoma II book of landscape photography by 

David Fitzgerald as well as incentives information. 

 

While in L.A., OF&MO staff conducted several in-person meetings with producers about projects that have 

been under discussion for Oklahoma filming for several weeks leading up to the trip. With a newly 

increased and retooled film rebate program to market, the conference was an overwhelming success and a 
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wonderful opportunity to promote Oklahoma as a filming location.   Based on that success, we have been 

invited to make a presentation to a select group of PGA East members in New York in mid-July at the 

offices of Focus Features. 

 

deadCENTER Film Festival: The Oklahoma Film & Music Office was an official sponsor of Oklahoma 

City’s deadCENTER Film Festival for the fifth consecutive year, June 10-14. As a sponsor of the festival 

the office had the opportunity to attend all networking events and screenings, a full-page four color ad in 

the program, and official sponsorship of two awards, Best Oklahoma Film and Best Oklahoma Short.  

 

As an additional part of the sponsorship package, OF&MO hosted the official Filmmaker Reception at the 

Colcord’s XO Lounge on Friday, June 12. Festival Filmmakers and attendees with All-Access passes were 

invited to the networking reception. Over 75 guests enjoyed listening to original Oklahoma music and 

connecting with other festival participants.  

 

OF&MO awarded Starvation Doctrine as the Best Oklahoma Short, and Barking Water received the Best 

Oklahoma Feature award during the closing ceremony on Saturday night, June 13.  

 

Representing OF&MO were Jill Simpson, Julie Porter, Chris Kucharski, Abby Kurin and Amanda 

Stonebarger.  OF&MO interns Virginia Duke and Megan Wagner, as well as former intern Emily Schmidt 

also volunteered during the festival.  

 
Interim Study on Film Industry set for November:   Representative John Wright (R) Tulsa, has 

requested and received approval for an Interim Study to “study the economic impact of the film industry on 

the state budget”.  OF&MO has begun the process of collecting statistical data for the November 

presentation. 

 

Industry Services and Technology Development 
 

Music Industry Meeting: The OF&MO hosted the first Music Industry Meeting of 2009 at Circle Cinema 

in Tulsa on June 24. During the meeting, topics of discussion included the new legislative changes and 

recent and upcoming participation in music events. The minutes from the meeting will be available soon. 

The next Music Industry Meeting will be held on October 28 at Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation 

Department in downtown Oklahoma City. 

 

Digital Location Database:   
Reel-Scout continues to be an important benefit to the office. With an increase in inquiries during the 

month of May and June, the ability to respond quickly and thoroughly to producers has proven to be 

incredibly important.  

 

This month, OF&MO provided the Reel-Scout primer to Representative Shane Jett as well as Oklahoma 

Travel and Tourism Bootcamp attendees. We also collected locations images for Reel-Scout from:  

o Kristin Miskovsky of Purcell  

o The Island Guest Ranch in Ames  

o Angela Evans of the Tulsa Zoo 

o Ryan Rogowski of Norman 

o Farmhouses and ranch homes in Pauls Valley  

Thank you to all those who have helped provide photos of your communities to our office.  

 

Oklahomafilm.org: 2,787 unique visitors visited the OF&MO Website June 1 – June 29.  

 

Production Guide Database: The Oklahoma Film & Music Office is pleased to announce that we are 

moving forward to implement Reel-Crew as the official state production guide, available at 

Oklahomafilm.org. Reel-Crew has already been implemented with several state film commissions and will 

provide both a stable backend database for the maintenance of crew listings as well as a user-friendly 

interface. Registration will be open for Oklahoma crew members and support service vendors late July or 

early August.  
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This Week in Film & Music: Our subscription list is currently at 1,847.   

 

Constant Contact:  As a result of the purchase of Constant Contact, OF&MO will be implementing newly-

redesigned newsletters and industry e-blasts in July; we look forward to your input on the new format.  

 

OF&MO Internship Program:   The Oklahoma Film & Music Office summer internship program is in 

full swing. Yousef Kazemi, Camille Ash, and Kathryn Dicken have been busy posting to the events page of 

the Website, as well as researching various items for the office. Melissa Chasteen and Schuyler Crabtree 

have been writing press releases for the homepage. Megan Wagner has been working on updating the 

Oklahoma Music Venue list. Virginia Duke has been diligently working to verify locations for Oklahoma’s 

Reel-Scout database. OF&MO interns are not only busy in the office, but have also volunteered for 

OF&MO’s deadCENTER filmmaker reception, as well as the Killer Inside Me Media Day.      

 

Production 
 

Recent Film/TV Production  
• Provided Katie Sargent of Towers Productions with production services information in Oklahoma City 

for  her recent commercial project  

• Provided Nate Newby of Cox Media with locations, permitting, and contact information regarding his 

upcoming commercial project.  

• TF&MO assisted Oscar Ray with a permit for his independent film, Sacred Bloods. 

• Received word that all filming for  NBC’s Great American Road Trip is now complete and the series 

is set to begin airing on  NBC on July 7, with the Oklahoma portion airing on July 21. This episode 

will include segments that filmed in the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve, Tulsa, Rt. 66 and Central State Park 

in Edmond.  

 

Upcoming Film/TV Production  
• Provided Saving Grace writers with locations packages and information regarding nightclubs and 

parole offices in Oklahoma City.   

• TF&MO assisted Robert Harris concerning scouting and permit information for an upcoming 

independent film entitled Why I Love Tulsa. 

• Provided the locations department for You Can’t Win with locations and contact information, and 

assisted in facilitating a location scout.  

• Supplied Jim Goldsbury with locations contacts and logistical assistance regarding his upcoming 

student project Mentor. 

• TF&MO assisted Will Gisler of the University of Arkansas with permit information.  Mr. Gisler will 

be shooting a public service announcement in Tulsa in the near future.  

• Provided Kristina Kiehl of The Cherokee Word For Water with economic impact and jobs creation 

information regarding film production in Oklahoma.  

• Feature Heaven’s Rain is preparing for a fall shoot in Oklahoma.  Ongoing conversations on 

production logistics with producers. 

• Provided Michael Walsh with locations information and requested further project information 

regarding his untitled short film.  

• TF&MO assisted Zachary Hadden with scouting information concerning Dry Gulch, the Harwelden 

Mansion, the Philbrook Museum, and the Philtower.  Zachary is in preproduction for an upcoming 

independent film to be shot in Tulsa.   

• Provided Piyush Patel of PL Studios with production services contacts regarding his upcoming 

commercial project. 

 

Potential Film/TV Production 
• Provided Dan Martel of Jordan Net with locations information and a customized locations package for 

his upcoming feature film Remember Me. 

• Provided incentives information and a project information request form to Michael Babcock for his 

upcoming project Legend of Quapaw. 

• Provided Oklahoma incentives information to Susan Wright of the Criterion Group in California. 
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• Provided Marion Pilowsky of London-based WP Media Limited with incentives information and a 

customized locations package regarding her upcoming feature film Shotgun Wedding. 

• Provided Wendy Japhet with incentives information and several customized locations photo packages 

for her upcoming Rian Johnson feature film.  The inquiry is a result of an introduction at the 

“Produced By” conference.  

• Untitled Bartlesville/Ponca City project. 

• Provided locations information to and requested further project information from Bunee Tomlinson 

regarding his upcoming student film.  

• Provided incentives information to Toronto-based incentives consultant Len Pendergrast of Global 

Incentives.  He reps client considering filming in Oklahoma. 

• Requested further project information from Cheryl Hammer of Sweet Picture Films regarding her 

upcoming feature film.  

• Provided Fred Imel, Executive Producer of Love Journey USA, with locations information and 

images.  

• Provided locations images and contact information to Lacey Brutschy for her upcoming short film 

Man in the Mirror. 

• Provided incentives information and requested further project information from Maurien Tilyou of 

Night Sky Film Works regarding two upcoming projects, Fantasy Land and Beards Creek. 

• Provided incentives information to Paul Jensen of Best Medicine Productions regarding his upcoming 

feature project, Natural Selection.  

• Provided William Booth of Panther City Films with incentives information and a customized locations 

package regarding his upcoming short film, The Reckoning. 

• Provided incentives information and requested project information from Rachel Tucker, for her feature 

project entitled Expired.  

• Provided contact information to Christina Giacona, the director of OK Move, for an upcoming 

documentary film.  

• Provided incentive information and requested project information from Ted West of Oklahoma City’s 

Digital West Studios for a possible upcoming independent feature.  

• Responded to a request for information from Danny Riley, principal of Television Partners regarding a 

potential upcoming television series.  

• Provided information and posted a casting call for Sarah Rubin, with BBC’s World’s Strictest Parents, 

a reality TV show currently looking to cast in Oklahoma.  

• Provided information to Brett Hart of Oklahoma City’s Skyline Media regarding an upcoming feature 

film project.  

• Provided incentives information to Jim Stovall, author of The Ultimate Gift. The successful Tulsa-

based author is preparing to film the sequel, The Ultimate Life, as well as a TV series entitled The 

Sound of Honor.  

• Provided local production information to Eli Fowler for a potential short film shoot in the panhandle.  

• Provided information on grants and fundraising to local filmmaker Lagueria Davis for her upcoming 

feature film on domestic violence entitled One in Three.  

• Provided grant information and UK Film Commission contacts to Nick Turner of Colourmusic fame 

regarding an upcoming documentary film he is putting together.   

• Provided incentives information to Nicole Haggard for TV special entitled America Untied: In 

Support of Our Troops.  

• Provided incentives information to Jon Schroeder, a Tulsa-based filmmaker regarding his upcoming 

documentary project.   

• Supplied incentives information to Chris D. Antonito of KPM Associates. 

• Discussed incentives program in detail with television and feature agents at ICM talent agency.  
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Media/Press/Ads 

 
Newspaper & Magazine Articles: 

June 6 The Post Chronicle: “Oklahoma Film Incentive Program More Than Doubles” an article about the 

new incentive passed by Gov. Brad Henry.  

June 8 OKCBiz: “Oklahoma Lands Film Project” an article about the future filming of You Can’t Win in 

Oklahoma.  

June 9 Tulsa Business: “Oklahoma Lands Film Project” an article introducing the film You Can’t Win.  

June 9 California Chronicle: “Movie ‘You Can't Win’ to Be Filmed in Guthrie” a feature about the film 

You Can’t Win being filmed in Guthrie.  

June 9 The Oklahoman: “Movie ‘You Can’t Win’ to be Filmed in Guthrie” an article about the film You 

Can’t Win and the rebate they qualify for.  

June 10 The Oklahoman: “Network Gains Oklahoman’s Film “Sweethearts of the Prison Rodeo” a feature 

about the film Sweethearts of the Prison Rodeo and the filmmaker Bradley Beesley.  

June 10 The Journal Record: “Being Independent” an article about Senate Bill 318 and the deadCenter 

film festival in Oklahoma City.  

June 10 The Oklahoman: “Guthrie Lands Key Role in Film about Hobo’s Life” an article about the 

beginning of filming of You Can’t Win. 

June 11 Tulsa World: “Guthrie Lands Key Role in film about Hobo's Life” a brief about the new 

production, You Can't Win, to begin filming in Oklahoma. 

June 11 Tulsa World: “Countdown to Dfest” a summary about the music festival Dfest in Tulsa. 

June 13:  Media Day on the set of The Killer Inside Me.  All statewide outlets invited to set in downtown 

OKC 

June 15 The Dallas Morning News: “Oklahoma Film Shoot a Victory for Indie Movie’s Producers, State 

Officials” an article about the filming of The Killer Inside Me in downtown Oklahoma City.  

June 13 Associated Press: “Film turns downtown Oklahoma City into 1950s Texas” an AP story by Jeff 

Latzke that ran in over 60 media outlets across the country, as well as Canada: 

• Forbes.com 

• TheNewYorkTimes.com 

• MSN.com 

• CBS.com 

• TheInsider.com 

• BusinessWeek.com 

• KSWOTV.com-Lawton/Wichita Falls 

• Newsstar.com-Shawnee 

• News9.com-Oklahoma City 

• Tulsworld.com-Tulsa 

• Fox 25-Oklahoma City 

• TheWashingtonPost.com 

• TorontoSun.com 

• DallasNews.com 

• TheDailyHerald-HeraldExtra.com-Utah Valley 

• Seattletimes.com 

• SeattlePI.com 

• KOB.com-Albuquerque (NBC news affiliate) 

• Timesleader.com-Northeastern Pennsylvania 

• Boston.com 

• Yahoonews.com 

• Entertainmentdaily.com 
June 19:  Our Oklahoma, Governor Brad Henry’s Weekly Column:  “Lights, Camera, Action,” an 

article about the newly increased film rebate and the projects currently filming and preparing to film in 

Oklahoma. 

June 23: Jill Simpson did phone interview with Steve Mathie of filminglocations.com for an article on his 

Wisconsin-based website about Oklahoma’s new rebate, the buzz surrounding our new program and The 

Killer Inside Me. 
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June 30 Tulsa World: “Texas for a Day” , an article about the filming of The Killer Inside Me in 

downtown Tulsa, including an interview with OF&MO Director Jill Simpson. 

 

TV Coverage: 

June 11 NewsChannel 4- Oklahoma City/NBC Affiliate: “Movie Boom in Oklahoma” coverage on 

Oklahoma’s new incentives, as well as what is going on in the Oklahoma Film Industry, featuring an 

interview with Jill Simpson of OF&MO, and Hardy Watkins, director of Oklahoma Tourism and 

Recreation Department. 

June 12:  OETA – Jill Simpson did on-camera interview with Lori Rasmussen for upcoming story on 

Oklahoma film industry. 

June 12: OETA’s Horizon’s – Jill Simpson did on-camera interview with Russ Joel for upcoming story on 

Oklahoma film industry. 

June 13:  Media Day on the set of The Killer Inside Me.  All statewide outlets invited to set in downtown 

OKC. 

June 29 NewsChannel 6- Tulsa/CBS Affiliate: Coverage of the filming in downtown Tulsa for The Killer 

Inside Me, turning Tulsa into 1950’s Fort Worth.   Jill Simpson did on-camera interview with reporter 

Emory Bryan. 

June 29 NewsChannel 2- Tulsa/NBC Affiliate: Coverage of The Killer Inside Me, which filmed scenes in 

downtown Tulsa.  Jill Simpson did on-camera interview with reporter Jason Grubbs. 

 

Press Releases/Special Announcements/ Website Postings: 
June 1: “Oklahoma Documentary Filmmaker to Broadcast on HBO” an e-blast about Bradley Beesley’s 

film Sweethearts of the Prison Rodeo broadcast premiere on HBO.  

June 1: “Oklahoma Documentary Filmmaker to Broadcast on HBO” a homepage posting about Bradley 

Beesley’s film Sweethearts of the Prison Rodeo broadcast premiere on HBO.  

June 3: “Oklahoma Film Incentives Program More Than Doubles” an e-blast about the increase to 35-37% 

for the Oklahoma Enhancement Rebate Program. 

June 3: “Oklahoma Film Incentives Program More Than Doubles” a homepage posting about the increase 

to 35-37% for the Oklahoma Enhancement Rebate Program. 

June 8: “Oklahoma Lands Film Project” a media blast about the new movie to begin filming in Oklahoma, 

You Can’t Win, which is based on the 1926 autobiography of Jack Black. 

June 8: “Oklahoma Lands Film Project” a homepage posting about the new movie to begin filming in 

Oklahoma, You Can’t Win, which is based on the 1926 autobiography of Jack Black. 

June 9: “The 9
th

 Annual deadCENTER Film Festival” a homepage posting about the Oklahoma City 

festival. 

June 22: “Local Organizations Kick-Off Downtown Cineseries” an e-blast about the new outdoor film and 

music event in downtown Tulsa. 

June 22: “Local Organizations Kick-Off Downtown Cineseries” a homepage posting about the new Tulsa 

outdoor film and music event. 

June 23: “Trail Dance Film Festival Early Bird Call for Entries” a homepage posting about the film 

festival in Duncan, Oklahoma and its early bird call for entries. 

 

Upcoming Oklahoma Film & Music Office Activities/Sponsorships 
New Rebate Program Guidelines in Place   July 8, 2009, oklahomafilm.org  

East Coast sales trip     July 13-16, New York 

Incentives presentation to OK Tourism Commission  July 21, Seminole 

Tourism Commission Meeting    July 22, Seminole 

Location Scouting for feature    July 27-29, Bartlesville area (TBD) 

DFEST Music Festival     July 24-25, Tulsa 

West Coast sales trip/incentive panel   August 10-15, Los Angeles  

Advisory Board Meeting     August 18, 2P, Oklahoma City 

Film Development Meeting     August 26, Tulsa  


