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   Activity Report 
     January 2010 
 

Points of Interest 
 
Sundance/Slamdance Film Festival: On January 23, Jill Simpson traveled to Park City, Utah to attend the 
Sundance and Slamdance Film Festivals. Simpson was asked to participate on an incentives panel and 
webinar, along with film commissioners from Utah, New York, and Pennsylvania entitled “Live From 
Sundance:  The 411/PGA Webinar:  Practical Considerations & Conversations with Film Commissioners 
and Film Makers Regarding Accessing Film Incentives. The panel and live Webinar was hosted by 411 
Publishing and the Producers Guild of America, and was sponsored by Entertainment Partners and Variety. 
Two producers from The Killer Inside Me, Jordan Gertner and Chris Hanley, joined Simpson to share their 
experiences of filming in Oklahoma.  
 
411 Publishing ran four full-page advertisements in Variety to promote the event.  A full-page ad ran in the 
Hollywood edition and a full-page back cover ad appeared in their East Coast edition in both the January 
14 and January 19 issues.  Each ad included the names of each panelist and the state they were 
representing. The added value of these two ads was $74,000. With a combined distribution of 45,000 
copies on the West and East Coast; Oklahoma had an incredible marketing opportunity by being associated 
with this panel. 
 
While in Park City, Simpson attended the Sundance premiere screening for The Killer Inside Me, the latest 
film by Michael Winterbottom, starring Casey Affleck, Jessica Alba, Kate Hudson, and Simon Baker. The 
production was primarily filmed in Oklahoma during the summer of 2009. She also attended Slamdance 
Film Festival for the premiere of Biker Fox, a documentary by Tulsa filmmaker Jeremy Lamberton, which 
was filmed in Oklahoma and chronicles the life of Tulsan Frank P. DeLarzelere a.k.a. Biker Fox.  
 
Also, Oklahoma filmmaker and Holdenville native Sterlin Harjo was selected as one out of eighteen 
distinguished international guests to participate on one of the five different juries for the Sundance Film 
Festival. Harjo was selected to the Shorts Competition Jury.  
 
During her time spent at the festivals, Simpson attended industry receptions hosted by Entertainment 
Partners, the Utah Film Commission, the Association of Film Commissioners International and a Sundance 
Producers Brunch as well as the premiere party for The Killer Inside Me. Simpson also attended the 
Women in Film Panel and networking event.  
 
It is important to note that all expenses for this trip were underwritten by private donations to OF&MO, and 
was also sponsored by the Governor’s Business Roundtable. 
 
Trail Dance Film Festival: On January 23, Julie Porter, Chris Kucharski, and Abby Kurin traveled to 
Duncan to attend the 4th Annual Trail Dance Film Festival. OF&MO attended the Directing/Editing panel 
featuring Ed Ornelas, director and editor of numerous episodes of Grey’s Anatomy and Oklahoma film The 

Legend of Billy Fail; and Jeff Van Hanken, screenwriter for film and professor at the University of Tulsa. 
After the panel, they attended the screening of Billy Fail, and also met with the actors and crew from the 
film: Bryce Davis, Robert Ball, Kricket Rhodes, and Sloan Davis, as well as Edward Ornelas and Jeff Van 
Hanken. While in Duncan, OF&MO also attended the Golden Drover Awards Show in support of the 
festival and filmmakers.  
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Tulsa Business Meetings: On January 12, Jill Simpson and Julie Porter traveled to Tulsa for series of 
industry building meetings. They met with Jim Dilley, David Kearnes and Chris Bauer of Kodiak 
Production Group and toured their new facility in Broken Arrow. They met with Chad Burris of Indion 
Entertainment Group to discuss the status of projects he is working on.  Also on the agenda, Simpson and 
Porter met with Jack Roberts, Justin Monroe, and Aaron Moreland of The Rock N’ Roll Dreams of 

Duncan Christopher to discuss the film and its film festival submissions. While in Tulsa, they also met 
with Candace Taylor of the Mayo Hotel in Downtown Tulsa and toured the newly renovated hotel. To end 
the day, they attended the opening of the newly renovated Tulsa Convention Center. At that event, they 
were able to talk with city and state leaders from the area. 
 
Location Scouting for Yellow:  An all-day scout for the feature film Yellow was conducted on Saturday, 
January 16 in the Oklahoma City metro area with the producer and director in from L.A.  The film is 
targeted to begin filming in late April. 

 

Public Relations & Industry Development 
• Met with the Professional Filmmakers of Oklahoma group to discuss the film industry and the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate program. 

• Met with Rob Crissinger of Crissinger Public Relations about the music industry and the Oklahoma 
showcase at South by Southwest. 

• Met with Texas-based music industry veteran Claudia Kremmerer about the music industry in 
Oklahoma. 

• Participated in an iPhone application meeting for the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department. 

• Met with architect David Wanzer and developer Chip Fudge to tour Film Row in Oklahoma City, 
along with Executive Director of OTRD Hardy Watkins and General Council of OTRD Claudia 
Conner. 

• Met with Scott Booker and Derek Brown of the Academy of Contemporary Music at the University of 
Central Oklahoma regarding the school and the music industry. 

• Participated in the Downtown Oklahoma City Strategic Initiative Meeting. 

• Met with Kari Hirst Starkey and Eric Starkey about the music industry, as well as the Bricks and 
Mortar tax credit. 

• Provided Bricks and Mortar tax credit information to Kansas CPA Jay Cooper who represents interests 
in Oklahoma. 

• Provided editorial content and Oklahoma locations photos for consideration in the 2010 issue of 
Locations Magazine. 

 

Industry Services and Technology Development 
 

Film Industry Meeting:  The first film industry meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 3 in 
Oklahoma City at 3 p.m. The Tulsa meeting will take on Wednesday, August 25 at 3 p.m. The Oklahoma 
City meeting will be held at the OF&MO Conference Room; and in Tulsa at Circle Cinema. To be added to 
the list to receive an e-mail update about the meeting, please e-mail abby@oklahomafilm.org. 
 
Music Industry Meeting:  The first music industry meeting will take place on Wednesday, June 30 in 
Tulsa at 3 p.m. The Oklahoma City meeting will take place on Wednesday, October 27 at 3 p.m. The 
Oklahoma City meeting will be held in the OF&MO Conference Room; and in Tulsa at Circle Cinema. To 
be added to the list to receive an e-mail update about the meeting, please e-mail abby@oklahomafilm.org. 
 

Digital Location Database:  The Reel-Scout Database continues to grow thanks to our community 
partners. This month we collected locations images for Reel-Scout from: 

o Claudia Gray, Cordell Chamber of Commerce  
o David Wanzer, Design Collaborative 
o Shannon Cook, Grand River Dam Authority  
o Maria Swindell, Bartlesville Chamber of Commerce 
o John Mills, Muskogee Masonic Building Association 
o Larry Setters, Oklahoma Scenic Rivers 
o Justin Alberty, Grand River Dam Authority 
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Oklahomafilm.org: 1,718 unique visitors visited the OF&MO Website January 1 – January 31, 2010. 
 
Production Guide Database:   Reel-Crew, Oklahoma’s online production guide is open to search for 
production crew and support services. The new user interface launched in September 2009. Reel-Crew is 
also open for registration for Oklahoma crew members and support service companies. Since the launch of 
the database, 339 people or companies have registered as of the end of January. Please visit 
www.oklahomafilm.org for information on how to register. 
 
Website Update:   OF&MO and OK.Gov continue to work together to redesign Oklahomafilm.org. The 
design of the new Website looks great, and the increased functionality of the site will be a vast 
improvement over the existing site. The first phase of the new site is scheduled to launch in April 2010, and 
new functionalities will be added throughout the year. If you have any questions about the new Website, 
please contact the Film & Music Office. 
 

This Week in Film & Music:  Please remember that This Week in Film & Music is an e-newsletter that 
highlights a sampling of film and music events statewide, Thursday through Sunday. As always, please 
check our events page on www.oklahomafilm.org for a full list of activities every day of the week. Our 
subscription list is currently at 1,989.   
 
OF&MO Internship Program:  The Oklahoma Film & Music Office would like to welcome its new 
spring 2010 interns. Kerry Dixon, Kelsey Shaw, and Kyle Johnston join us from the University of 
Oklahoma. From Oklahoma State University is Kelsey Elledge. Returning to the office is Schuyler 
Crabtree from the University of Oklahoma. Also, Kathryn Dicken from Oklahoma City University will still 
be helping the office throughout the semester. We look forward to a successful semester with these new 
additions to our team. 
 

Production 
 

Recent Film/TV Production  
• Provided Dustin Pullman of Extreme Makeover Home Edition with additional permitting information 

for their recent shoot in the Tulsa area.  

• Provided Cassandra Ketrick, Chair of the Cinematic Artists of Norman with contact information 
regarding their recent short film project.  

• Provided Sean Johnson of Kana Films with locations information and requested further project 
information regarding his upcoming untitled short film. 

• Provided Joel Wade of Blue House Media with locations and permitting information regarding his 
upcoming music video. 

 

Upcoming Film/TV Production  
• Just Crazy Enough is targeted to begin filming in May of 2010. 

• Provided contact information to Julie Dunfey for the upcoming Ken Burns documentary The Dust 

Bowl.  

• Provided Casey Crowdis with location, permitting and contact information regarding the upcoming 
feature film Heavens Rain. 

• Provided Butch Kaplan of Muse Productions with locations information and conducted a locations 
scout for the upcoming feature film Yellow. 

• Provided Joseph Wilkins of Pro Creative with permitting and locations information regarding his 
upcoming commercial production.  

• Provided Paul Wilkes of Paul Wilkes Photography with locations and contact information regarding 
his upcoming still photo shoot.  

• Provided Yea-Vonne Chen of Pacific Production Services with permitting and contact information 
regarding the upcoming television series Obese. 
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Potential Film/TV Production 
• Provided Christina Lee Storm of Accelerated Entertainment with locations information and a locations 

package regarding the potential feature film Give Us This Day. 

• Provided Katie Hooten of Blue Yonder Films with locations, contact, and permitting information 
regarding their potential, untitled feature film. 

• Provided details of rebate program and discussed local resources with producers and director of feature 
film Bringing Up Bobby. 

• Provided Matt Sherman of Marty Katz Productions with locations, contact, and permitting information 
regarding their potential, untitled feature film. 

• Provided Joshua Zeman of Afterhours Productions with incentives information regarding his feature 
film Massachusetts.  

• Provided Dave Skowronski with Locations and Permitting information regarding his potential 
commercial project. 

• Provided Line Producer David Mason with locations information and a locations package for his 
potential feature film Bad Dreams. 

• Provided Evan Greenburg of Battlefront Films with locations information including a customized 
locations package for their project Dance of the Mirlitons. 

• Provided Brian Smolensky of Reverse Drive Films with locations and requested further project 
information regarding their potential untitled feature film.  

• Provided Adanma Wohoh of the Locations Guide with Locations information regarding a potential 
feature western film.   

• Provided Zachary Stephens with locations information and requested further project information 
regarding his potential short film. 

 

Media/Press/Ads 

 
Newspaper & Magazine Articles: 

January 6 Urban Tulsa Weekly: “Rocking and Rolling” an article about the Oklahoma Music Hall of 
Fame in Muskogee and their goal for funding a new state of the art building. 
January 6 Oklahoma Gazette: “Straight’ Razor” an article about Oklahoma City’s Hollywood 
screenwriter Lou Berney’s debut novel, Gutshot Straight. 
January 6 Urban Tulsa Weekly: “A Walk on the Dark Side” a feature of The Flaming Lips and Stardeath 
and White Dwarfs’s cover of Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of the Moon,” which is now available on iTunes.  
January 6 Oklahoma Gazette: “Tishomingo Transplant” a piece about country music star Miranda 
Lambert’s musical success and her becoming an official Oklahoma resident.  
January 7 Urban Tulsa Weekly: “Hot 100” a feature about the top influential people, which includes Co-
Founder of Circle Cinema, Clark Wiens; Tulsa rock band, Stars Go Dim; and Enchanted Grove Films 
founder, Starr Hardgrove. 
January 14 Urban Tulsa Weekly: “New Year, New Tune” a feature article about the local musicians scene 
in Tulsa, including project anticipation from bands including: Vandevander, My Solstice, and RadioRadio. 
January 14 Business Wire: “Motion Picture Editors Guild Honors Film Editor Carol Littleton” an article 
honoring Oklahoma native Carol Littleton with The Fellowship and Service Award for her lifetime 
dedication to film editing. 
January 17 TulsaWorld: “‘Queen of Rock’ Donates Items to Hard Rock” an article about Wanda Jackson 
donating memorabilia to the Hard Rock Hotel in Tulsa. 
January 21 Urban Tulsa Weekly: “Back on the Scene” an article about Tulsa’s own The Televised 
making waves with a new name and fresh faces. 
January 21 Urban Tulsa Weekly: “Family is Where the Drama Is” an article highlighting theatre play 
August: Osage County by Oklahoma native Tracy Letts, a playwright who had several works adapted for 
the screen, including Bug in 2006. 
January 21 The Oklahoman: “Coen Brothers Won’t Film Here” a piece announcing that the next Coen 
Brothers’ film will not be filmed in Oklahoma. 
January 21 The Marlow Review: “Pearl to be Screened at Festival” a feature of The Chickasaw Nations’ 
film Pearl, which is about Marlow native aviator Pearl Carter Scott, was screened at 2010 Trail Dance Film 
Festival in Duncan. 



 5 

January 22 The Ardmoreite: “State Poised To Make Mark at Sundance, Slamdance” an article about all 
the Oklahoma representation at the Sundance and Slamdance Film Festivals in Park City, Utah. 
January 22 TulsaWorld: “Tulsa Figures in Utah Festivals” an article about Oklahomans and projects who 
were represented at the Sundance and Slamdance Film Festivals in Park City, Utah. 
January 27 Oklahoma Gazette: “Safety in Numbers” an article about the homecoming of Tulsa’s pop rock 
group SafetySuit. 
January 31: The Oklahoman:  “IFC Buys Rights to Oklahoma-shot Film The Killer Inside Me at 
Sundance” an article about the distribution deal for the Oklahoma filmed feature. 
January 31 News 9: “Oklahoma Ties to Grammy Performers, Winners” a piece featuring several 
Oklahoma artists who were nominated in their respected genres. 
 
TV/Radio Coverage: 

January 27 Newsok.tv: A phone interview with Cacky Poarch, Executive Director of deadCENTER Film 
Festival live from Park City, Utah reporting on all the Oklahoma activity and presence at the Sundance 
Film Festival. 
 

Press Releases/Special Announcements/ Website Postings: 

January 4: “True Grit Holds Oklahoma Casting Call in Tulsa” an e-blast and homepage posting regarding 
the casting call held in Tulsa for the role of Mattie Ross in the new Coen Brothers’ adaptation. 

January 7: “OETA Honors Ned Hockman with Special Screening of Stark Fear” an e-blast and homepage 
posting highlighting the special re-broadcast of the first film to be shot entirely in Oklahoma. 
January 11: “5th Annual 24-Hour Video Race” a homepage posting announcing the 5th Annual 24-Hour 
Video Race for Oklahoma filmmakers and film enthusiasts. 
January 11: “2010 Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute Applications and Auditions” a homepage posting 
announcing the 2010 Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute with information on applications and auditions. 
January 11: “Biker Fox Documentary at Slamdance” a homepage posting on Oklahoman Jeremy 
Lamberton’s directorial debut about Tulsa’s eccentric cyclist, Biker Fox, which premiered at the 16th 
Annual Slamdance Festival in Park City Utah on January 24, 2010. 
January 11: “A Christmas Snow” crew call posting for the production set to film February 1-20, 2010. 
January 19: “Concert for Haitian Aid” a homepage posting announcing a special benefit concert featuring 
several Oklahoma bands with proceeds benefitting those affected by the earthquake in Haiti. 
January 20: “National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum Honors Recipients” a homepage posting 
honoring the recipients of the 2010 Western Heritage Awards. 
January 21: “Oklahoma Poised to Make Its Mark at 2010 Sundance and Slamdance Film Festivals” an e-
blast and homepage posting highlighting the impact and influence of Oklahomans at both the 2010 
Sundance and Slamdance Film Festivals.  
January 26: “3rd Annual Norman Music Festival Open Call for Bands” a homepage posting announcing an 
open call for bands to participate in the 3rd Annual Norman Music Festival to be held April 24-25, 2010. 
 

Upcoming Oklahoma Film & Music Office Activities/Sponsorships 
Film Industry Meeting     March 3, Oklahoma City 

Tourism Commission Meeting    March 17, Oklahoma City 

Oklahoma Music Showcase at SXSW   March 18, Austin, TX 

Norman Music Festival     April 24-25, Norman 

 

 

 

 


