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Activity Report 

February - March 2014 
_____________________________________________________________________                                     ______        

 

Points of Interest 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program Extended: The Oklahoma Film & Music Office is very happy to 

announce that House Bill 2580, which extends the rebate program’s sunset date to July 1, 2024, has been passed by 

the Oklahoma Legislature.  The rebate extension was the first bill to be signed by Governor Mary Fallin this year. 

We sincerely thank all of you who worked hard to support the effort.  The success of the program and its resulting 

economic impact illustrates that it encourages industry development and entrepreneurship across many sectors of the 

state. As we move forward, our goal is steady support and growth of the program in an effort to increase the number 

of productions we can accommodate each year.  The net result will be an increasing number of facilities, support 

service companies, and full-time jobs for Oklahomans. 

By statute, new program funding does not take effect until 90 days after the conclusion of legislative session on May 

30, which is August 28. The Oklahoma Film & Music Office will be notifying the public via a website posting at 

oklahomafilm.org and by e-blast to those on our mailing list of the exact rebate queue reopening date and procedures 

sometime in the first two weeks of August. 

 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Queue: 

 

FY13: 

FY13 is now complete with the full $5 million in rebate funds utilized and paid out. The final activity for FY13: 

 
Title  Type  Co./Director/Producer  OTC Pay Date Rebate Amt %______ 

August: Osage Cnty Feature  Weinstein Co/J. Wells/J. Doumanian 3/12/14  $4,640,598   30% (net) 

   

FY14:  

On January 2014, OF&MO announced it would reopen the rebate queue on February 4 for remaining FY14 (July 1, 

2013 - June 30, 2014) funds.  Remaining FY14 funds were the result of two prequalified films being removed from 

the FY14 queue.  Additionally, the final rebate claims for three other prequalified films came in less than their initial 

estimated rebate amount after completion of both their third party CPA review and the final OF&MO review. This 

freed up approximately $3 million in FY14 funds which can only apply to expenditures made prior to July 1, 2014. 

 

The following six projects have been prequalified for remaining FY14 funds:   

 
Title  Type  Co./Director/Producer  Start Date  Rebate Amt %. 

The Veil:    Ind. Feature  Toy Gun Films/Brent Green/Dave Hanon  Currently in post   $1,108,096 37 

Save My Bakery Reality TV  Food Network    Currently in post $     80,754 35 
Mekko:  Ind. Feature  Sterlin Harjo/Jasper Zwiebel  4/5/14  $     41,780 35 

Blueberry Hall: Ind. Feature  Keshav Tyagi/Keshav Tyagi  5/15/14  $     35,000 35 

Element:   Ind. Feature Dir. TBD/Mollie Milligan  6/9/14  $     38,208     35 
Tulsa Roughnecks:    TV Mini-Series Comcast Sports Net/Stephen Tackett 6/10/14  $     17,500 35 

    David Tackett 

 

Three more FY14 applications are currently under review. 
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USA Today Names Oklahoma in Top Five Scenic Locations for Film in 2013: In an article titled “The Nominees 

for Best Use of Scenery Are…,” USA Today named Oklahoma one of the top five scenic locations for film in 2013, 

due to the state’s recruitment of the film production, August: Osage County. Among the film’s locations to be 

included on-screen are the Tall Grass Nation Prairie Reserve, Osage Hills State Park, and the communities of 

Barnsdall, Bartlesville and Pawhuska, home to the film’s main location—the Boulanger House. To view the article, 

visit http://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2014/02/20/oscar-nominee-filming-locations/5637717/. 

 

Film Friendly Oklahoma: On February 13, OF&MO hosted a special Film Friendly Oklahoma workshop in 

Durant for city and community leaders in the South Central and Southeast region of the state. The goal of the Film 

Friendly workshop is twofold: 1) To educate city leaders on film production and the resources afforded to them 

through OF&MO, and 2) To maximize economic impact in their respective communities through film and television 

production in their area. Held at the Durant Chamber of Commerce, the workshop welcomed business 

representatives and city officials from across the community. The workshop was hosted by OF&MO Film & 

Locations Coordinator Yousef Kazemi.  

 

Thank you to Janet Reed and the staff of the Durant Chamber of Commerce for accommodating the workshop and 

helping identify and invite attendees. Additional thanks to local filmmaker Tyler Slawson, for his assistance in 

preparing a scout of Durant, Oklahoma.  OF&MO plans to hold future Film Friendly workshops in Central 

Oklahoma and a Southeast region workshop. If you are interested in hosting a Film Friendly workshop in your 

community, please contact Yousef Kazemi at Yousef.Kazemi@TravelOK.com.  

 

The Buffalo Lounge at South By Southwest 2014: The Oklahoma Film & Music Office, along with The Idea 

Collective and the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber, once again spearheaded Oklahoma’s involvement at the South 

By Southwest (SXSW) conference in Austin, Texas. The Buffalo Lounge, created to promote Oklahoma’s film, 

music and interactive industries, returned this year to host events March 9-12. 

 

Director Jill Simpson, Deputy Director Leslie Channell, Film & Locations Coordinator Yousef Kazemi and Music & 

Marketing Coordinator Lindsey Flowers represented OF&MO this year at SXSW. Oklahoma hosted a booth at the 

SXSW trade show March 9-12 to provide exposure for participating companies and talent to a global audience and 

promote the state as a frontrunner in the film, music and interactive industries. Events were also held at a local 

venue, Avenue on Congress, located at 408 Congress Avenue in the heart of downtown Austin. 

 

The 2014 Buffalo Lounge sponsors included The Oklahoma Film & Music Office, The Greater Oklahoma City 

Chamber, The Idea Collective, the Oklahoma Business Roundtable, the Academy of Contemporary Music at the 

University of Central Oklahoma (ACM@UCO), Entertainment Partners, The Producer’s Guild of America, The 

Oklahoma City Convention and Visitors Bureau, The Woody Guthrie Center, The Mine, Guthrie Green, Creative 

Oklahoma, Fowler Volkswagon of Norman, iThemes, Blackwatch Studios, Lampstand, Raise More, Dunlap 

Codding, Phillips Murrah, Visit Stillwater, The University of Oklahoma’s Center for the Creation of Economic 

Wealth, Tulsa Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, Strong Tonic, Mustang Brewing Company, Prairie Wolf Spirits, 

Center of the Universe Festival, Tailwind, deadCENTER Film Festival, Red Dirt Relief Fund, Toy Gun Films, 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art Films, Floyd’s Recreation Vehicles, Amplifan, Thomas Productions and 

ToddScott.Co. 

 

On Monday, March 10, The Buffalo Lounge hosted a 411 Publishing and Entertainment Partners (EP) webinar titled 

“From State to Slate: Films at SXSW,” focusing on production incentives, crowd funding options and local 

production resources that are essential to creating a festival-worthy production. The webinar featured a panel of 

established film professionals and a discussion on film incentives offered in Oklahoma, Texas and Minnesota and 

the impact those incentives had on each respective production. Panelists included OF&MO Director Jill Simpson, 

Producer Elizabeth Avellan (The Home, When Angels Sing), Producers Bradley Beesley and Lucy Kreutz (Road Kill 

Zoo), Producers Patrick Cassidy and Charles Mulford (Two Step), Producer Chris Ohlson (Thank You A Lot), Texas 

Film Commission Production Consultant Kim LeBlanc and moderator Joseph D. Chianese, Executive Vice 

President of EP Financial Solutions. Similar webinars are hosted annually by EP and 411 Publishing, which take 

place at the Sundance Film Festival and the Cannes Film Festival. The webinar is available to view at no cost: 

http://engage.vevent.com/index.jsp?eid=1584&seid=47. 

 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2014/02/20/oscar-nominee-filming-locations/5637717/
mailto:Yousef.Kazemi@TravelOK.com
http://engage.vevent.com/index.jsp?eid=1584&seid=47
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Following the webinar, with the support of the Producer’s Guild of America, The Buffalo Lounge hosted an 

Oklahoma filmmaker reception: The Oklahoma Scene, which highlighted the Oklahoma film industry and its 

participating sponsors. The event allowed Oklahoma film industry members a chance to network with international 

and US filmmakers who are interested in filming in Oklahoma. 

 

Oklahoma’s interactive event also took place at Avenue on Congress later in the evening on Monday, March 10. 

This event provided a valuable networking opportunity for both members of the interactive industry as well as 

attendees to learn more about participating Oklahoma sponsors, entrepreneurs, and startups. 2014 was the second 

year to include an Elevator Pitch Competition, which allowed nine Oklahoma finalists the opportunity to compete 

for up to $10,000 in prizes. A panel of Oklahoma angel investors ranked the 90-second pitches based on quality of 

pitch, business viability, market opportunity, competitive advantage, management and energy of the pitch. The 

grand prize winner was Oklahoma City-based software developer John Kerber for his startup company, Who Is On 

My Wi-Fi.  

 

The music portion of SXSW officially began on Tuesday, March 11, with the first official SXSW day event, the 

Oklahoma Soundcheck, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. This SXSW day event included performances by Chelsey Cope, 

IndianGiver, Sherree Chamberlain, Mark Gibson, Skating Polly, Prettyboy, ADDverse Effects, The Del Toros and 

Kyle Reid. 

 

The second official SXSW day event, the Oklahoma Remix, took place on Wednesday, March 12 from 11 a.m. to 5 

p.m. The Woody Guthrie Center sponsored a music panel which focused on music festivals in Oklahoma followed 

by performances by Aluma, Bowlsey, Rachel Brashear, Kaitlin Butts, Moongiant, Paperscissor, Scott AF, Travis 

Traps and Josh Sallee. 

 

Oklahoma once again hosted two official SXSW showcases during the festival.  The Oklahoma official showcase 

took place on Tuesday, March 11 from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. and featured performances by John Fullbright, Parker 

Millsap, Taddy Porter, Matt Stansberry & The Romance, DEERPEOPLE, and John Moreland.  The ACM@UCO 

official showcase took place on Wednesday, March 12 from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. and featured performances by Travis 

Linville, Jabee, Horse Thief, Tallows, Colourmusic and Aaron Pierce. 

 

OF&MO wishes to thank Buffalo Lounge sponsors for their continued support. This year was a big success and 

couldn’t have been accomplished without their involvement. For a complete list of sponsors and a link to their 

websites, please visit http://www.thebuffalolounge.com. For more information about The Buffalo Lounge, please 

contact Lindsey Flowers at Lindsey.Flowers@TravelOK.com or (405) 230-8442. 

 

2014 BisonBison Film Festival: OF&MO was pleased to be a first time sponsor of the inaugural BisonBison Film 

Festival in Ponca City on March 22. The festival featured ten short film submissions from young, emerging 

filmmakers enrolled in accredited colleges, universities, and trade schools within a 125 mile radius of Ponca City. A 

jury panel made up of film professionals awarded the top three submissions with honors at a special awards 

ceremony following the presentation of all ten films. Film & Locations Coordinator Yousef Kazemi and 

Administrative Assistant Katie Lovasz represented OF&MO at the festival and hosted a workshop to educate the 

student filmmakers about filming in Oklahoma and the services and resources provided by OF&MO.   

 

2014 AFCI Locations Tradeshow: The Association of Film Commissioners International (AFCI) hosted its annual 

Locations Trade Show March 27-29 at the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza in Los Angeles. The event allows for film 

commissions from around the world to market their area to studio executives, producers, directors and location 

managers, as well as many other industry professionals.  OF&MO Director Jill Simpson, Film & Locations 

Coordinator Yousef Kazemi and Executive Assistant Hannah Marchant were in attendance and on-hand at the 

Oklahoma booth to speak with attendees during the three-day trade show about filming in Oklahoma, the Oklahoma 

Film Enhancement Rebate Program and the growth of the state’s film industry.  

 

In addition to being available at the trade show, the staff also attended various sessions with industry professionals 

about potential and future projects, as well as the current state of US film incentives.  

 

Sessions Attended: 

http://www.thebuffalolounge.com/
mailto:Lindsey.Flowers@TravelOK.com
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AFCI University - Film Tourism 

Trends and Outlooks for Film Incentives and Programs 

Why Transmedia Matters: Power to the Producers 

Creating Strategies for Access to Film on Land Managed for Environmental Protection, Heritage, and Public Use 

 

While in L.A., the office attended a client and film commissioner networking dinner hosted by Ease Entertainment 

Payroll and a client and film commissioner networking cocktail reception host by Entertainment Partners Financial 

Solutions. 

                         

                                           

Public Relations & Industry Development  
 Met with local filmmakers, Jeff Robison and Casey Twenter, writer/producers of Rudderless, to discuss 

future projects 

 Worked with Young President’s Organization (YPO) of Oklahoma City to facilitate bringing in August: 

Osage County producer, Steve Traxler, a YPO Chicago member, to serve as keynote speaker at a dinner 

and screening of the movie for the group at the Oklahoma City Museum of Art.  Jill Simpson introduced 

Steve Traxler at the event. 

 Presented information on the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to the newly appointed 

deadCENTER Film Festival advisory board 

 Participated in an on-camera interview with Lacey Letts of KFOR TV, regarding the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program 

 Met with Oklahoma City Museum of Art Executive Director Michael Wittington to discuss film and music 

in Oklahoma 

 Met with OG&E Senior Counsel Kimber Shoop and deadCENTER Film Festival advisory board member, 

to discuss growing the Oklahoma film industry 

 Met with producers Todd Black and Lance Johnson of Escape Artists at their Sony offices in L.A., 

regarding The Ends of the Earth, a Jennifer Lawrence project for The Weinstein Company that they are 

tentatively planning to shoot in summer 2015 

 Met with line producer Alan Blomquist of Parallel Entertainment regarding the Weinstein various 

preliminary budgets he prepared for The Ends of the Earth utilizing a short list of state incentives programs 

to include Oklahoma 

 Met with publicists Stan and Zach Rosenfield regarding upcoming activities for their roster of clients. 

 Met with Glenn Gainor, President of Production for Screen Gems, Carole Wattles, Exec. Director of 

Production Finance and Jamie Lieberman, Manager of Production about a potential feature for Oklahoma 

 Met with Lori Lewis, Production Finance Controller at WWE regarding upcoming TV series and a holiday 

feature 

 Met with organizers of the Midwest City Made in Oklahoma Wine Beer and Food Festival to discuss the 

process for the open call for musicians for the Live From the Lawn event 

 Attended The Science of Rock and Roll exhibit at the Oklahoma Science Museum on an invitation from 

Koch Communications 

 Discussed music facility development and potential partnership with Austin-based C3 partner Charlie Jones 

at SXSW 

 Met with Quentin Bomgardner of the Norman Music Festival to discuss details for OF&MO sponsored 

events in 2014 

 Attended the Buffalo Lounge 2014 Pitch Contest reception at IAO Gallery on Film Row to network with 

Buffalo Lounge attendees and contestants  

 Met with Erinn Gavaghan of the Norman Arts Council to discuss possible venues for a panel discussion at 

Norman Music Festival 

 Met with Katie Dale and Philip Randolph of the Red Dirt Relief Fund to discuss potential support options 

for FY15 

 Attended the 2014 BisonBison Film Festival in Ponca City and hosted an informational panel on OF&MO 

services and support for local filmmakers 

 Toured the Marland Mansion, Marland Estate and Joe Wentz Camp with David Keithly, Executive Director 

of the Marland Estate in Ponca City, Oklahoma 
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 Toured the Poncan Theatre in Ponca City, Oklahoma with Christina Rich-Splawn of Graf-X-tina 

 Met with Susana Gibb and Mollie Milligan Fabian of Table 31 Productions regarding locations and 

logistics for the film Element  

 Met with Producer Maura Anderson and Writer Velinda Godfrey regarding locations and logistics for the 

film Heartland 

 Met with Mohammad Farzeneh and Vahid Farzeneh about a potential rebate film 

 Toured the Choctaw Casino Resort in Durant, Oklahoma with Hotel Director Chris McClain, Sales 

Manager Erica Cunningham, and Executive Assistant Nancy Lovell 

 Hosted a Film Friendly Workshop at the Durant Chamber of Commerce for city leaders in South Central 

and South Eastern Oklahoma 

 Provided William Morton, Rachael Meyers, Sarah Marie and Donna Smith with general casting and talent 

agency information  

 Provided Brent Pittman with general locations guide information 

 

 

Industry Services and Technology Development 
 

Website Update: OF&MO began using Google Analytics to track website data in December of 2013. As a result, 

OF&MO now reports monthly pageviews instead of total monthly visitors. Pageviews can be defined as an instance 

of an Internet user visiting a particular page on a website. Google Analytics tracks real humans accessing OF&MO’s 

website, as opposed to the current statistical program, which includes hits from robots and computers. The 

discrepancy in reported numbers is a result of more accurate reporting techniques and does not reflect a change in 

the performance of http://www.oklahomafilm.org. 

 

 Total pageviews: 9,174 

o February 2014: 2,229 

o March 2014: 6,945 

 

 Most popular pages 

o Oklahomafilm.org 

o Jobs & Internships page 

o Filming in Oklahoma 

 

 User Demographics 

o Returning Visitors: 54.2% 

o New Visitors: 45.8% 

o Average Visit Duration: 4:05 

o User Location 

 United States: 95.67% 

 Pakistan: 2.56% 

 United Kingdom: .32% 

 Other: 1.45% 

o Local site visitors: 

 Oklahoma City: 48.6% 

 Edmond: 33.6% 

 Other: 17.8% 

 

Social Media: 

 Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/oklahomafilmmusicoffice 

o Launched in November 2012 

o Total Likes: 1,022 

o New Likes in February/March: 195 

 

 Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/OKFilm_Music 

http://www.oklahomafilm.org/
http://www.facebook.com/oklahomafilmmusicoffice
http://www.twitter.com/OKFilm_Music
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o Launched in January 2013 

o Total Followers: 1,186 

o New Followers in February/March: 199 

 

This Week in Film and Music: 

 To sign up for our weekly e-newsletter, This Week in Film and Music, please visit the Website 

subscriptions page: http://www.ok.gov/triton/modules/oknotify/index.php?id=200 

 Current Circulation: 2,755 

 
Digital Location Database: The Reel-Scout Database continues to grow, thanks to our community partners. 

OF&MO would like to extend our gratitude to the following individuals for allowing us to scout locations for the 

Oklahoma Locations Guide: Tyler Slawson (Filmmaker), Sue Haywood (Southeastern Oklahoma State University), 

Nancy Lovell (The Choctaw Nation), Nancy Ferris (Three Valley Museum), Tiffany Pierce (Durant Main Street), 

Chris McClain (Choctaw Casino Resort), Erica Cunningham (Choctaw Casino Resort) and the on-site staff of 

Craigheads and the Rex II Theatre in Caddo. 

 

This month we collected location images for Reel-Scout from: 

 Yousef Kazemi, Locations Coordinator, OF&MO 

o Downtown Madill – Madill, OK 

o Downtown Kingston – Kingston, OK 

o Downtown Caddo – Caddo, OK 

o Craigheads – Caddo, OK 

o Rex II Theatre – Caddo, OK 

 Sue Haywood, Office of Alumni & Special Events, Southeastern Oklahoma State University 

o Massey Building – Durant, OK 

o Southeastern Oklahoma State University Ballrooms – Durant, OK 

 Nancy Lovell, Executive Assistant, Business & Economic Development, The Choctaw Nation of 

Oklahoma 

o Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Headquarters – Durant, OK 

 Nancy Ferris, Curator, Three Valley Museum 

o Three Valley Museum –Durant, OK 

 Tiffany Pierce, Executive Director, Durant Main Street 

o Durant Main Street Offices – Durant, OK 

 Chris McClain, Hotel Manager, Choctaw Casino Resort & Erica Cunningham, Sales Manager, Choctaw 

Casino Resort 

o Choctaw Casino Resort – Durant, OK 

 

Music Guide: Just as the Oklahoma Production Guide is a database for all Oklahoma film crew, the Music Guide is 

an all-inclusive, fully searchable online database for Oklahoma musicians, support services, and venues. Bands, 

venues, performers, and music businesses can register to be listed at no cost, and users are able to browse the 

database to find talented artists of all genres, live music locations and other music related companies. It is the first 

comprehensive music database of its kind in Oklahoma.  

 

Currently, the guide contains 323 music business listing and 471 music talent listings. To register or for more 

information, please visit: OKMusicGuide.com. 

 

The Oklahoma Film & Music Office’s Production, Location, and Music Guide App: In June of 2013, OF&MO 

launched our free, downloadable production guide iPhone application. With this app, users can instantly access our 

database of locations photos and in-state crew; and search for local support service vendors and instantly view their 

website. Through a phone’s internal GPS, users are also able to map their current location and get directions to 

thousands of landmarks instantly. As of September of 2013, the OF&MO iPhone app now includes the Oklahoma 

Music Guide, allowing users to search for Oklahoma musicians and music business quickly and easily.  

 Total downloads: 551 

 New downloads in February / March: 77  

 

http://www.ok.gov/triton/modules/oknotify/index.php?id=200
http://oklahoma.reel-scout.com/music_search.aspx
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OF&MO Internship Program:  
OF&MO is extremely pleased with the work of our spring semester interns: William Muschinske (ACM@UCO), 

Rebecca Buckner (OU), Emily Long (OU), Katie Baughman (OU), Sam Duce (Southern Nazarene University), 

Christine Elliott (OU) and Haley Burr (OU). They have continued to provide significant support to the office by 

assisting with our newsletter, This Week in Film and Music, and by organizing and preparing marketing materials for 

events this season including South by Southwest, BisonBison Film Festival and AFCI Locations Tradeshow. The 

talent and enthusiasm they have demonstrated has been commendable, and we look forward to a continued positive 

experience throughout the semester. 

 

 

Production 
 

Recent/Current Film/TV Production 

 Provided Chris Kucharski of Epoxy Films with locations, permitting and contact information for the filming of 

tourism commercials at Robbers Cave, Black Mesa, Little Sahara and Foss State Parks 

 Provided Maranda Wodzinski of Nancy Glass Productions with locations, permitting and contact information 

for the filming of the television series, Save My Bakery 

 Provided Jeff Monarch of Stiletto Entertainment with locations, permitting and contact information for the 

filming of the television series, Treehouse Masters 

 Provided Theresa Hottel with OCU Moving Image Arts Program with locations, permitting and contact 

information for the filming of the student film, Barrington 

 Provided Nehemiah Frank and Joel Wade of Bluehouse Media with locations, permitting and contact 

information for the filming of a music video production at Little Sahara State Park 

 Provided Brandon Pecina of R&D Productions with locations, permitting and contact information for the 

filming of a short film production, Shattered Glass 

 Provided OCCC student Phillip Borghee with locations, permitting and contact information for the filming of a 

short film production for his nursing class 

 Provided Maura Anderson and Velinda Godfrey with a customized locations package and more  logistical 

information for the film production, Heartland  

 

Upcoming Film/TV Production  

 Provided Molly Schmidt of Ackerman-McQueen with locations, permitting and contact information for the 

filming of a commercial production 

 Provided Becky King of Ackerman-McQueen with locations, permitting and contact information for the filming 

of a tourism commercial at Greenleaf State Park 

 Provided details about the rebate program to producer Jasper Zwiebel for upcoming independent feature, Mekko 

 
Potential Film/TV Production 

 Sent locations information and offered further assistance to Amanda Dunning of Southwest Adventure Tours 

regarding a national still photography and behind-the-scenes video production 

 Sent location forms and requested more information from Neil Fellah of T Group Productions regarding his 

television pilot, Makin’ Bacon 

 Sent locations information and offered further assistance to Mat Miller of 1984 Studios regarding his music 

video production 

 Sent locations information and requested more information from Andrew Patterson of Film Patterson LLC 

regarding his short film 

 Sent a locations package and requested more information from Chris O’Shea-Daly of Sonar Entertainment 

regarding his television series 

 Sent location forms and requested more information from Shane Greb of Skunk regarding his commercial 

production 

 Sent location forms and requested more information from Brandon of RD Productions regarding his short film 
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Media/Press/Ads 
 

Newspaper, Magazine and Online Articles 

February 7 newsok.com: “Heslov, Clooney found creative climate in Oklahoma” an online blog highlighting the 

positive experience George Clooney and Grant Heslov had while filming August: Osage County, which was filmed 

in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 10 express.co.uk: “Oscar nominees come together in Los Angeles” an online article announcing 

attendees of the 2014 Oscar Nominees Luncheon, including Julia Roberts and Meryl Streep, who were nominated 

for their performances in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 11 reuters.com: “Oscar nominees hobnob three weeks ahead of Hollywood’s big night” an online article 

announcing attendees of the 2014 Oscar Nominees Luncheon, including Julia Roberts and Meryl Streep, who were 

nominated for their performances in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma 

Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 13 newsok.com: “‘Osage County’ producer says state’s film rebate program helped lure project to 

Oklahoma” an online blog post highlighting the positive experience George Clooney and Grant Heslov had while 

filming August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate 

Program 

February 14 The Oklahoman: “‘Osage County’ producer talks ‘Monuments,’ Oklahoma” a newspaper article 

highlighting the positive experience George Clooney and Grant Heslov had while filming August: Osage County, 

which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 15 dawn.com: “Streep ‘very grateful’ for 18
th

 Oscar nomination” an online article highlighting Meryl 

Streep’s Academy Award nomination for her performance in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma 

utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 16 videtteonline.com: “Review: August: Osage County unsettling, engaging” a positive online review of 

the film August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate 

Program 

February 18 adn.com: “Deadline for student film festival extended” an online article announcing the call for entries 

for The BisonBison Film Festival in Ponca City 

February 19 deadline.com: “Oscars: Harvey Weinstein On His Dark Horse Best Picture Candidate ‘Philomena,’ 

And, Well, Everything Else” an online interview with Harvey Weinstein discussing the 2014 Academy Award 

nominees including August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 19 dfw.com: “Deadline for student film festival extended” an online article announcing the call for entries 

for The BisonBison Film Festival in Ponca City 

February 19 maltatoday.com: “Film Review: August: Osage County” a positive review of the film August: Osage 

County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 21 tulsaworld.com: “OFFBEAT: Buffalo Lounge to highlight Oklahoma artists at SXSW” an online 

article highlighting the Oklahoma film, music and interactive events of The Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, 

at the 2014 South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

February 21 usatoday.com: “The nominees for best use of scenery are…” an online article showcasing the 

Oklahoma locations used in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 21 kfor.com: “Two state bills aim to keep the movie cameras rolling in Oklahoma” an online article in 

support of House Bill 2580 and Senate Bill 1721, which preserve the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program  

February 22 usatoday.com: “Oscar trivia: Streep, John Williams continue streaks” an online article highlighting 

Meryl Streep’s 18
th

 Academy Award nomination for her performance in August: Osage County, which was filmed in 

Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 23 film-news.co.uk: “William H. Macy treasures Sundance” an online article discussing the success of 

the 2014 Sundance Film Festival premiere of Rudderless, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma 

Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 23 iafrica.com: “All bets are off for the 2014 Oscars” an online article announcing two Academy Award 

nominations for August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program 

 

 



 9 

Newspaper, Magazine and Online Articles continued 

February 25 scmp.com: “Oscars 2014: the road from nominee to winner” an online article highlighting Meryl 

Streep’s Academy Award nomination for her performance in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma 

utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 26 independent.ie: “DiCaprio and Streep tipped for Oscar glory” an online article announcing Meryl 

Streep’s Academy Award nomination for her performance in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma 

utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 26 coastreportonline.com: “It’s not the biggest night in Hollywood for nothing” an online article 

announcing two Academy Award nominations for August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing 

the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 27 cntraveler.com: “On Location, Oscars Edition: Discovering Oklahoma in August: Osage County” an 

online article highlighting the locations used in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 27 thestar.com: “Meryl Streep’s August act” an online article announcing Meryl Streep’s 18
th

 Academy 

Award nomination for her performance in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

March 3 news9.com: “Oklahoma’s Own” an online blog post in support of House Bill 2580 and Senate Bill 1721, 

which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 3 okcfox.com: “Oklahoma House defeats extension of movie tax credit” an online article regarding the 

initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 3 seattlepi.com: “Okla. House defeats extension of movie tax credit” an online article regarding the initial 

defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 3 newsobserver.com: “Okla. House defeats extension of movie tax credit” an online article regarding the 

initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 3 bellinghamherald.com: “Okla. House defeats extension of movie tax credit” an online article regarding 

the initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 3 koco.com: “Oklahoma filmmakers awaiting release of their movie” an online featuring Oklahoma 

filmmakers Casey Twenter and Jeff Robison and the process of making Rudderless, which was filmed in Oklahoma 

utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

March 3 tulsaworld.com: “I See Movies for Free: Oklahoma’s movie tax rebate endangered” an online blog post in 

support of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to 

July 1, 2024 

March 3 tulsaworld.com: “August: Osage County image of Oklahoma spurs state House to spurn film incentives” 

an online article regarding the initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of 

the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 4 huffingtonpost.com: “Oklahoma House of Representatives defeats film industry incentive” an online 

article regarding the initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 4 okgazete.com: “State movie rebate program in jeopardy” an online article regarding the initial defeat and 

reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate 

Program to July 1, 2024 

March 4 okgazette.com: “Bill to keep film rebates approved” an online article announcing the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives’ passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate 

Program to July 1, 2024 

March 4 hispanicbusiness.com: “Oklahoma House of Representatives defeats film industry incentive” an online 

article regarding the initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 4 tulsaworld.com: “August: Osage County: Lawmakers criticize movie, want to kill film tax incentives” an 

online article regarding the initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of 

the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 
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Newspaper, Magazine and Online Articles continued 

March 4 Tulsa World: “Oklahoma House Barely Defeats Film Industry Incentive” a newspaper article regarding 

the initial defeat and reconsideration of House Bill 2580, which extends the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 5 Oklahoma Gazette: “Okie Music, Texas Flavor” a newspaper article highlighting the Oklahoma music 

events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 5 tulsaworld.com: “Oklahoma House passes film tax rebate program upon reconsideration” an online article 

announcing the Oklahoma House of Representatives’ passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 5 huffingtonpost.com: “Okla. House passes extension of movie tax credit” an online article announcing the 

Oklahoma House of Representatives’ passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 5 pawhuskajournalcapital.com: “Osage County Among Top Five Scenic Locations for Film in 2013” an 

online article showcasing the locations used in August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

March 5 The Oklahoman: “House Reverses Course on Filmmaker Tax Rebate” a newspaper article announcing the 

Oklahoma House of Representatives’ passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 5 monstersandcritics.com: “August: Osage County to Blu-ray in April” an online article announcing the 

Blu-ray and DVD release date of August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma 

Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

March 6 tulsaworld.com: “Editorial: Four stars for Oklahoma House in keeping film tax incentives” an online blog 

post in support of the Oklahoma House of Representatives’ passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of 

the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 6 cowetaamerican.com: “Coweta native to compete at Buffalo Lounge” an online article highlighting the 

Coweta entrepreneur who competed at The Oklahoma Elevator Pitch Competition at the Buffalo Lounge sponsored 

by OF&MO, at the 2014 South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 7 thebuffalolounge.com: “The Buffalo Lounge & Oklahoma Interactive Competition” an online article 

detailing The Oklahoma Elevator Pitch Competition at the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 

South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 8 thebuffalolounge.com: “Buffalo Lounge set to shine spotlight on Oklahoma again at SXSW Festival” an 

online article highlighting the Oklahoma music events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 

South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 10 plus.google.com: “SXSW: Where the Buffalo Lounge” an online blog post highlighting the Oklahoma 

music events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 South by Southwest Festival in Austin, 

Texas 

March 11 seattlepi.com: “Oklahoma featured at South by Southwest festival” an online article highlighting the 

Oklahoma music events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 South by Southwest Festival in 

Austin, Texas 

March 11 kansascity.com: “Oklahoma featured at South by Southwest festival” an online article highlighting the 

Oklahoma film, music and interactive events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 South by 

Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 11 therepublic.com: “Buffalo Lounge highlights Oklahoma’s filmmakers, musicians at South by Southwest 

festival” an online article highlighting the Oklahoma music events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at 

the 2014 South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 12 theadanews.com: “Thomsen: State would benefit from film crew revenues” an online article regarding 

Representative Todd Thomsen’s support of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

March 12 kosu.org: “Oklahoma Represents at SXSW Tradeshow Booth” an online article highlighting the 

Oklahoma trade show booth at the 2014 South by Southwest Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 12 tahlequahdailypress.com: “Passage of film rebate bill aids Oklahoma” an online article supporting the 

Oklahoma House of Representatives’ passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 12 okgazette.com: “RECAP: South by Southwest, day one” an online article highlighting the Oklahoma 

film, music and interactive events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 South by Southwest 

Festival in Austin, Texas 
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Newspaper, Magazine and Online Articles continued 

March 13 okgazette.com: “RECAP: South by Southwest, day two” an online article highlighting the Oklahoma 

film, music and interactive events of the Buffalo Lounge, sponsored by OF&MO, at the 2014 South by Southwest 

Festival in Austin, Texas 

March 14 citizen.co.za: “August: Osage County makes dysfunctional beautiful” a positive online review of the film 

August: Osage County, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

March 14 tulsaworld.com: “Oklahoma House passes film tax-rebate program upon reconsideration” an online 

article regarding the Oklahoma House of Representatives’ passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of 

the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 18 greenfieldreporter.com: “Oklahoma Senate committee approves plan to extend $5 million annual film 

rebate for 10 years” an online article announcing the Senate Finance Committee’s approval of House Bill 2580, 

extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 18 sunherald.com: “Senate panel passes bill for $5M in film rebates” an online article announcing the 

Senate Finance Committee’s approval of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 18 sfgate.com: “Senate panel passes bill for $5M in film rebates” an online article announcing the Senate 

Finance Committee’s approval of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 18 kswo.com: “Senate panel passes bill for $5M in film rebates” an online article announcing the Senate 

Finance Committee’s approval of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 18 worldnow.com: “Oklahoma Senate Panel Passes Bill for $5M in Film Rebates” an online article 

announcing the Senate Finance Committee’s approval of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 18 hispanicbusiness.com: “Oklahoma state Senate committee approves film rebate extension” an online 

article announcing the Senate Finance Committee’s approval of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the 

Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 19 tulsaworld.com: “Pioneer Woman, Trisha Yearwood and Kerry Vincent bring Oklahoma flair to Food 

Network” an online article detailing the three Food Network television shows featuring Oklahoma women as hosts 

March 27 worldnow.com: “Senate Approves Extending $5M Film Rebate Program” an online article announcing 

the Oklahoma Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 27 kgou.org: “Senate Extends $5 Million Film Rebate Program” an online article announcing the Oklahoma 

Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

to July 1, 2024 

March 27 ktul.com: “Senate approves extending $5M film rebate program” an online article announcing the 

Oklahoma Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 27 seattlepi.com: “Oklahoma Senate Oks extending film rebate program an online article announcing the 

Oklahoma Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 27 hispanicbusiness.com: “Film tax rebate bill now goes to the governor” an online article announcing the 

Oklahoma Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 27 newmilfordspectrum.com: “Oklahoma Senate Oks extending film rebate program” an online article 

announcing the Oklahoma Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 28 tulsaworld.com: “Oklahoma Senate approves extension of film industry rebate program” an online article 

announcing the Oklahoma Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film 

Enhancement Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 28 newsdaily.com: “Oklahoma Senate Oks extending film rebate program” an online article announcing the 

Oklahoma Senate’s passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement 

Rebate Program to July 1, 2024 

March 30 about.com: “Film Rebate Extension” an online blog post in support of the of the Oklahoma Senate’s 

passage of House Bill 2580, extending the sunset date of the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program to July 

1, 2024 
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Newspaper, Magazine and Online Articles continued 

March 31 variety.com: “William H. Macy’s Rudderless Heading for Paramount” an online article announcing the 

upcoming distribution deal with Paramount and Samuel Goldwyn Co. for the film Rudderless, which was filmed in 

Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

March 31 newsok.com: “Paramount Closing a Deal to Distribute Oklahoma-made Movie Rudderless” an online 

article announcing the upcoming distribution deal with Paramount and Samuel Goldwyn Co. for the film 

Rudderless, which was filmed in Oklahoma utilizing the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

 

Press Releases / E-Blasts / Special Website Postings 

February 3 “Living Arts Presents 24-Hour Video Race” an e-blast announcing the call for entries for the annual 

video race contest for filmmakers 

February 4 “OK Mozart International Festival Announces Lineup for its 30
th

 Season” an e-blast noting the lineup 

for the 2014 festival 

February 6 “SB1721 Passes Senate Finance Committee” an e-blast announcing the passage of the bill, which 

preserves the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

Feburary 11 “HB2580 Passed By House A&B Subcommittee” an e-blast announcing the passage of the bill, which 

preserves the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 12 “Science Museum of Oklahoma Opens a New Exhibit Featuring The Science of Rock ‘n’ Roll” an e-

blast describing the exhibit and installation currently housed in the Science Museum of Oklahoma 

February 13 “Native Crossroads Film Festival to Premiere Native Made Films” an e-blast announcing details of 

the event, which took place at the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 

February 14 “2014 Film Legislation Update” an e-blast detailing the current status of SB1721 and HB2580, which 

would preserve the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

February 18 “BisonBison Film Festival Extends Deadline for Student Entries” an e-blast noting the deadline 

extension for the festival 

February 19 “OKPOP Museum Begins Production on New Documentary Series” an e-blast announcing the 

museum’s current documentary production 

February 20 “The University of Tulsa Presents 6
th

 Annual Spring Film Festival” an e-blast announcing the 

upcoming film festival 

February 24 “Midwest City Made in Oklahoma Festival Announces Open Call for Musicians” an e-blast 

announcing the call for musicians for the Live on the Lawn event 

February 25 “USA Today Names Oklahoma in Top Five Scenic Locations for Film in 2013” an e-blast naming 

Oklahoma as one of the most scenic locations for filming 

February 26 “The Academy of Contemporary Music to Host Master Class with Rock-and-Roll Hall of Fame 

Inductee John Oates” an e-blast announcing the panel discussion as part of its master class series 

March 4 “HB2580 Passes the House” an e-blast noting the passage of HB2580 through the Oklahoma House of 

Representatives 

March 5 “First Look at Actors William Moseley and Serinda Swan in The Veil” an e-blast showcasing the first 

photos to be released of the cast members 

March 7 “4
th

 Annual Buffalo Lounge to Promote Oklahoma at South by Southwest 2014” an e-blast announcing the 

events being held in Austin at The Buffalo Lounge at South by Southwest 

March 11 “21
st
 Annual Austin Film Festival and Conference Announces Call for Entries” an e-blast announcing the 

open call for the 2014 film festival 

March 11 “From State to Slate: Films at SXSW Incentives Webinar to Broadcast from The Buffalo Lounge” an e-

blast announcing the live panel discussion which was recorded at The Buffalo Lounge at South By Southwest 

March 17 “Chilean Filmmaker to Screen Documentary Inspired by Rumble Fish in Tulsa” an e-blast announcing 

the screening and Q&A session with the filmmakers 

March 18 “The Cherokee Word for Water Receives Outstanding Theatrical Motion Picture Award from National 

Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum” an e-blast announcing the special recognition of the Oklahoma film 

March 19 “March Premiere on Film Row Brings the Big Easy to OKC” an e-blast detailing the event and the 

various entertainment options included 

March 21 “HB2580 Passes Senate Finance Committee” an e-blast announcing the passage of the bill through the 

Senate committee 

March 25 “Red Dirt Rangers Lunch Statewide Campaign with All-Star Oklahoma Musicians for Healthcare 

Awareness in Support of Red Dirt Relief Fund” an e-blast announcing the recording of a promotional music video 

by well-known Oklahoma musicians 
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Press Releases / E-Blasts / Special Website Postings continued 

March 26 “Women in Film’s 2014 Film Finishing Fund Now Accepting Applications” an e-blast announcing the 

call for program applications 

March 27 “Film Rebate Extension Passes” an e-blast announcing the passage of HB2580 and the preservation of 

the Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate Program 

 

Upcoming Oklahoma Film & Music Office Activities / Sponsorships / Film Release Dates 

2014 Norman Music Festival   April 24-26, Norman 

2014 Midwest City Made in Oklahoma Festival May 30-31, Midwest City 

*2014 American Heritage Festival   June 5-7, Grove 

*2014 deadCENTER Film Festival   June 11-15, Oklahoma City 

2014 Jazz in June Festival    June 19-21, Norman 

*pending Tourism Commission approval 


