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A 

 
Abuse – harm or threatened harm to a child's health, safety or welfare by a person responsible 

for the child's health, safety or welfare including sexual abuse and sexual exploitation;  

 "Harm or threatened harm to a child's health or safety" includes, but is not limited to:  

a. non-accidental physical or mental injury,  

b. sexual abuse,  

c. sexual exploitation,  

d. neglect,  

e. failure or omission to provide protection from harm or threatened harm, or  

f. abandonment; 

 "Neglect" means failure or omission to provide:  

a. adequate food, clothing, shelter, medical care, and supervision,  

b. special care made necessary by the physical or mental condition of the child, or  

c. abandonment 

 Cite as: 10A O.S. §, 1-2-101 
 

Accused – the person charged with committing the alleged offense. 

 

Addiction – is generally, physical dependence upon a drug combined with a psychological 

dependence. It is characterized by a specific series of symptoms that develop because of the 

altered psychological processes and psychological effects produced by the use of certain 

drugs. 

 

Adjudication – The process of rendering a judicial decision as to whether the facts alleged in a 

Petition or other pleading are true. 

 

Adjudication Conference - see arraignment 

 

Adjudicatory Hearing – the court proceeding in which it is determined whether the allegations 

of the Petition are supported by legally-admissible evidence. 

 

Administrative Transfer Hearing – see revocation 

 

Admissible Evidence – Evidence which can be legally and properly used in court. 

 

Advocate Defender – a representative of a youth in matters involving deprivation of liberty. He 

or she aids in the resolution of grievances and allegations of mistreatment of the youth. 

 

Affidavit – A sworn statement in writing. 

 

AKA – (also known as) refers to an alias that a person may be known as. 

 

Allegation – a charge or claim of fact set forth in a Petition or other pleading which is proven 

either true or false in an adjudicatory hearing. 
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Alternatives to secure detention - those services and facilities which are included in the State 

Plan for the Establishment of Juvenile Detention Services adopted by the Board of Juvenile 

Affairs and which are used for the temporary detention of juveniles in lieu of secure 

detention in a juvenile detention facility. 

 

Amenability – the likelihood of reasonable rehabilitation of the juvenile by the use of 

procedures and facilities currently available to the Juvenile Court. 

 

American Correctional Association (ACA) – a professional organization whose membership 

includes professionals in the areas of both adult and juvenile corrections. The American 

Correctional Association expects of its members a commitment to professional and 

compassionate service. In cooperation with the Commission on Accreditation for 

corrections, ACA has designed standards to protect the rights of juvenile offenders and 

upgrade the level of juvenile correctional services and operations. 

 

Appeal – a process where a higher court has the ability to overturn the decisions of a lower 

court. 

 

APS Healthcare – Contractor that the Oklahoma Health Care Authority uses to manage OJA 

custody youth access to Medicaid eligible services 

 

Arraignment – A hearing in which a youth appears in court to answer to the allegations of the 

petition. 

 

Arrest – the taking into custody of another person for the purpose of holding or detaining a 

person to answer specific charges. Take into custody is often used with reference to the 

arrest of juveniles. 

 

At Risk - a juvenile alleged to be delinquent or in need of supervision and that without the 

intervention of OJA, the juvenile would likely or in all probability come into the custody of 

or under the supervision of OJA. 

 

Attendant Care – A contracted service approved by the Judge and county commissioners to 

provide short-term care to eligible juveniles in a non-secure setting designated by the Judge 

with Juvenile Court docket authority. 

 

AWOL – absent without leave 
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B 

 
Bench Trial – trial by judge. 

 

Bench Warrant – warrant issued from the bench; normally for failure to appear. 

 

Berry House - Oklahoma County Juvenile Detention 

 

Bifurcation – This is a two-stage process in juvenile cases which divides the case into a two-

phase process: adjudication and disposition. 

 

Board - the Board of Juvenile Affairs. 

 

Bond – A written promise executed by the accused (juvenile) or surety (a person who promises 

to pay money) that the juvenile will appear in a designated criminal proceeding when 

required and render himself available for the court, and if the juvenile fails to appear for 

court, the surety will pay to the court the amount of money specified in the order setting 

bond. A constitutional right to “bond out” of detention cannot be interfered with my OJA in 

any manner. However, this doest not mean that OJA Staff cannot act in making decisions 

about where the juvenile should be placed once “bonded out” and pending dispositions of 

ongoing proceedings. 

 

Bridge Hearing – a hearing to transfer custody of a juvenile to the Department of Corrections 

(DOC) when he or she is found to have: 

“failed substantially to comply with a written plan of rehabilitation of failed substantially to 

achieve reasonable treatment objectives and is within thirty (30) days of his eighteenth 

birthday, or nineteenth birthday if custody has been extended, and is still placed in an 

institution or other long-term staff secure facility.” 

Cite as: 10A O.S. § 2-5-210 

 

Burden of Proof – The duty to establish a claim or allegation by admissible and credible 

evidence at the time of hearing. This is usually the duty of the State (District Attorney) to prove 

its case with respect to a minor or parent, and it is not the juvenile’s or the juvenile’s parent(s)’ 

duty to explain or disprove unproven allegations. 

 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455941
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C 

 
Case Plan - the comprehensive plan for the juvenile and family which includes the: 

a. Court Profile; 

b. Recommendation/Social History; 

c. Youth and Family Assessment Worksheet; 

d. Risk Assessment (JSU-17); 

e. Re-assessment of Risk (JSU-18); 

f. Individual Treatment and Service Plan; 

g. Placement Reintegration Services; 

h. Placement Justification; and 

i. Placement Packet Checklist. 

 

Case records - “Records” or “record” shall include but not be limited to written or printed 

documents, papers, logs, reports, files, case notes, films, photographs, audio or visual tape 

recording pertaining to a juvenile proceeding or a child, and shall include information 

entered into and maintained in any automated or computerized information system. 

Cite as: 10A O.S. § 2-6-101 

 

Case Staffing – case consultation of a juvenile justice specialist and supervisor or with private or 

other state agency staff. 

 

Certification – This is generally used to refer to the process of transferring a juvenile’s case 

from the juvenile court to the adult court for trial. 

 

Certification Hearing – When probable cause is found, a certification hearing is held. The 

juvenile justice specialist conducts a certification report and a psychological evaluation is 

presented in court. Depending on the findings, the youth is remanded to the adult system or 

back to the juvenile system. When we use the term “certified” the case is transferred from 

the juvenile docket to the adult docket. 

 

Certification study - Between the Prosecutive Merit and Certification Disposition, or where 

prosecutive merit has been waived but prior to Certification Hearing, the JSU worker shall 

prepare the following for the Court's consideration: 
a. Circumstances Leading To Involvement With the Juvenile System/And Or Court 

Action: Briefly describe in a short paragraph the current offense. This may be found on 

the petition. 

b. Summary of Previous Contacts/Referral History. Briefly describe the court history 

including the date(s) of occurrence, filing of the petition(s), adjudication(s) and 

disposition(s). 

c. Placement History. Briefly describe the various out-of-home placements the juvenile 

has been and the dates of each placement. Include any AWOL history. 

d. Family History. Briefly describe the family situation. How the juvenile responds to 

parental guidance. Are parents employed, involved in the treatment planning and what 

type of discipline has is used at home. 

e. Amenability Statement. 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455921
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i. Staff shall state the facts as recorded from case file information, school records, 

psychological summaries, and previous treatment records. Staff may make a 

recommendation in the study as to whether a juvenile should be certified to stand 

trial as an adult or remain a juvenile. In youthful Offender proceedings staff may 

make a recommendation whether a youthful offender should be considered an adult, 

juvenile or remain as a youthful offender. The final decision, however, is up to the 

court.  

ii. The JSU worker shall deliver a copy of the Certification/Youthful Offender Study to 

the assistant district attorney, the attorney for the juvenile, and the judge within a 

reasonable time period prior to the Certification/Youthful Offender Hearing. 

Child - "Child" or "juvenile" means any person under eighteen (18) years of age, except for any 

person sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) years of age who is charged with any crime specified 

in subsection A of Title 10A O.S. § 2-5-101, or any person thirteen (13), fourteen (14) or 

fifteen (15) years of age who is charged with murder in the first degree pursuant to 

subsection B of Section 2-5-101 of this title or Section 2-5-205 of this title, or any 

individual who has been certified as an adult pursuant to Section 2-2-403 of this title, or any 

individual against whom the imposition of judgment and sentence has been deferred for any 

crime specified in subsection A or B of Section 2-5-101 of this title, any individual against 

whom the imposition of judgment and sentence has been deferred after certification as an 

adult pursuant to Section 2-2-403 of this title, or any person fifteen (15) years of age or older 

and charged or certified as a youthful offender pursuant to the Youthful Offender Act; 

provided that any person under eighteen (18) years of age who is not convicted after being 

charged with a crime pursuant to Section 2-5-101 of this title, or any individual who is not 

convicted after certification as an adult pursuant to Section 2-2-403 of this title, or any 

individual who is not convicted as a youthful offender pursuant to the Youthful Offender 

Act, shall continue to be subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. 

 

Child or juvenile in need of mental health treatment (INMHT) (INT) - a juvenile in need of 

mental health treatment as defined by the Inpatient Mental Health Treatment of Children 

Act. 

Child or juvenile in need of supervision (INS) - a juvenile who:  

a. has repeatedly disobeyed reasonable and lawful commands or directives of the parent, 

legal guardian, or other custodian,  

b. is willfully and voluntarily absent from his home without the consent of the parent, legal 

guardian, or other custodian for a substantial length of time or without intent to return,  

c. is willfully and voluntarily absent from school, as specified in Section 10-106 of Title 70 

of the Oklahoma Statutes, if the juvenile is subject to compulsory school attendance, or 

d. has been served with an ex parte or final protective order pursuant to the Protection from 

Domestic Abuse Act. 

 

Children’s Code – enacted by legislation under Senate Bill 466 on January 13, 1969. AKA – 

Title 10. 

 

Common Law – Law developed as the result of Judicial decisions rather than by legislative 

enactments. 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455907
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455907
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455922
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455786
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455907
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455907
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=90123
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Community-based - a facility, program or service, or group home or other suitable place 

preferably located near the home or family of the juvenile, and programs of community 

supervision and service which maintain community participation in their planning, operation, 

and evaluation. These programs may include but are not limited to medical, educational, 

vocational, social, and psychological guidance, training, counseling, alcoholism treatment, 

drug treatment, diversion programs for first-time offenders, transitional living, independent 

living and other rehabilitative services. 

 

Community intervention center (CIC) - a facility which serves as a short-term reception 

facility to receive and hold juveniles for an alleged violation of a municipal ordinance or 

state law, as provided for in subsection D of Title 10A O.S. § 2-7-305. 

 

Community residential program - a residential facility which offers a range of services 

including personal and social services, and emphasizes normal group living, school 

attendance, securing employment, and general participation in the community. 

 

Community Service – process by which the offender provides services to the community to 

redress it's direct or indirect loss. Community service is also used when a victim declines 

direct restitution. The amount owed is performed in the way of services to the community. 

 

Complainant – The person who provides the initial information pertinent to a child abuse or 

neglect referral. 

 

Confidentiality – All information regarding any child is confidential. Information is limited to 

those who have both a Right-to-know and a Need-to-know. 

 

Contempt of Court – The violation of or failure to comply with a court order. 

 

Conviction – a finding of guilt for a criminal offense. In juvenile justice, this is used for 

Youthful Offender cases. 

 

Court – a person or body of persons whose task is to hear and submit a decision on cases at law; 

i.e., District Court, Municipal Court, Juvenile Court, et.al. 

 

Court Minute – written documentation of a court proceeding. 

 

Court Order – a decision or directive of the court made in writing regarding a matter over 

which the court has jurisdiction. 

 

Court probation – see probation  

 

Court supervision – Court-ordered services provided to the juvenile is adjudicated In Need of 

Supervision or a Youthful Offender placed under OJA supervision and placed on court 

supervision. 

 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455722
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Courtesy Supervision – Where the Juvenile Court maintains original jurisdiction in a case, but 

requests that another JSU office or a Juvenile Bureau outside of a respective county 

supervise a juvenile who is placed with a parent or interested party living in that county. 

 

Custody – The right or responsibility for a juvenile’s care and control, carrying with it the duty 

of providing food, shelter, medical care, education, and discipline. Custody may be 

temporary or permanent in nature. 

 

D 

 
Day treatment - a program generally provided through a mental health agency, which provides 

intensive services to juveniles who reside in their own home, the home of a relative, or a 

foster home. Day treatment programs include educational services and may be operated as a 

part of a residential facility. 

 

Decline to file – an option available to the District Attorney based on information gathered at 

intake. 

 

Deferred Adjudication - The court has determined to withhold formal adjudication. 

 

Deferred Decision to File – Supervision by a probation counselor, with the consent of the 

juvenile and parent, while reserving judgment on the recommendation to file a petition. 

 

Delinquent child or juvenile – a male or female under the age of 18 who: 

a. has violated any federal or state law or municipal ordinance except a traffic statute or 

traffic ordinance or any provision of the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation Code, the 

Oklahoma Vessel and Motor Regulation Act or the Oklahoma Boating Safety 

Regulation Act, or has violated any lawful order of the court made pursuant to the 

provisions of the Oklahoma Juvenile Code, or  

b. has habitually violated traffic laws, traffic ordinances or boating safety laws or rules; 

 

Department of Human Services (DHS) – Oklahoma’s social services agency. 

 

Detention – see secure or non-secure detention 

 

Detention facility – see Juvenile Detention facility 

 

Detention Hearing – This is a judicial hearing held no more than twenty-four (24) hours after 

the juvenile has been admitted into the custody of the detention center. The hearing 

determines the interim custody of a juvenile pending a Petition being filed. 

 

Detention Screening – consists of receiving, examining, and evaluating every complaint 

concerning a juvenile alleged to be Delinquent or In Need of Supervision. A 

recommendation to the judge would then be made as to whether the detention should be in a 
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non-secure alternative for juveniles or a secure detention facility. This screening process will 

be available on a 24-hour basis, 365 days per year. 

 

Direct Services - The offender may provide services directly to the victim. The value of these 

services may be equivalent to the loss sustained by the victim. 

 

District Review Hearing – an administrative process used to review a juvenile’s behavior and 

alleged failure to respond to his or her treatment plan. 

 

Dismissal – The legal closing of a case. This can be done by an order of the court or by an 

administrative action. 

 

Disposition – After adjudication, a plan for the delinquent juvenile is formulated. This plan will 

include a set of rules to follow. This may include the juvenile being placed on probation or 

into the custody of OJA. (In adult court, this would be the sentencing phase.) 

 

Dispositional Hearing - a hearing to determine the order of disposition which should be made 

with respect to a juvenile adjudged to be a ward of the court 

 

Dispositional Study – see Social History 

 

Diversion – referral to services outside of the juvenile system. 

 

DOC – the “Department of Corrections”. 

 

Due Process – This is a constitutionally-guaranteed right of a juvenile: 

1) to be provided with adequate notice of a hearing; 

2) the right to an attorney; 

3) the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses; 

4) the right to refuse to give testimony that will incriminate him or her; and 

5) the right to have allegations of conduct that would be criminal if committed by an adult 

proven beyond a reasonable doubt. 

 

E 

 
Electronic Monitoring – using electronic devises to maintain awareness of a juvenile’s 

whereabouts. 

 

Evoke the Rule – An attorney may request the court to evoke the rule in which all parties that 

are to testify are to leave the courtroom until they are called upon. 

 

Ex Parte – A judicial proceeding by or for one party without notification or contest by an 

adverse party. We usually refer to this as having ex parte communication with the judge 

without the attorneys present. The judge then has prior knowledge of the case. 

 

Executive Director - means the Executive Director of the Office of Juvenile Affairs. 
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Executive Grand Staffing – a grand staffing involving executive-level staff. 

 

Expert Witness – A person qualified by experience, training, or specialized knowledge to render 

opinions regarding issues before the court. 

 

Expungement – to erase or make as if it never occurred. 

 

Extention of Custody – A need may exist to continue a juvenile’s custody beyond the age of 18 

years of age. 

 

Extradition – the legal surrender of an alleged criminal to the jurisdiction of another state, 

country, or government for trial. 

 

F 

 
Facility - a place, an institution, a building or part thereof, a set of buildings, or an area whether 

or not enclosing a building or set of buildings which is used for the lawful custody and 

treatment of juveniles. A facility shall not be considered a correctional facility subject to the 

provisions of Title 57 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

 

Fact Witness – A person who testifies as to first-hand knowledge or first-hand perception of the 

facts which are relevant to the case at hand. 

 

Felony – A serious crime, generally punishable by imprisonment for one year or more in a state 

or federal penitentiary. 

 

File - The JSU worker shall recommend that a petition be filed when jurisdictional standards 

have been met, there appears to be prosecutory merit, and:  

a. the major facts of the case are in dispute;  

b. the juvenile, parent, guardian, or custodian request a hearing;  

c. filing a petition appears necessary for the protection of the public; or  

d. filing a petition appears to be in the best interest of the juvenile. 

 

Fifth Amendment – This guarantees that a person cannot be compelled to present self-

incriminating testimony in a criminal or juvenile proceeding. 

 

Formal Grievance (OJA-AG-3) - may be used by a juvenile or a person on behalf of a juvenile 

to resolve an issue which has been appealed or relating to issues which cannot otherwise be 

resolved at the local level. 

 

Fourteenth Amendment – This secures an individual’s right to due process rights to: 

1) life; 

2) liberty; and 

3) property. 
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Fourth Amendment – This protects every person against unlawful search and seizure. 

 

Foster Care – A form of substitute care, usually a home that is under contract to provide basic 

needs to juvenile(s) placed in the home. 

 

G 

 
Graduated sanctions programs - consists of a choice of immediate sanctions to be applied in 

response to a juvenile's negative or illegal behavior. 

 

Grand Staffing – an administrative process used to review a juvenile’s lack of progress toward 

meeting treatment goals; establish reintegration plan; or not on target for his or her length of 

stay. 

 

Grievance – see Formal Grievance or Informal Grievance 

 

Grievance Coordinator - JSU staff person assigned by the District Supervisor or designee to be 

responsible for processing any grievance filed in accordance with 377:3-1-29 

 

Group home – see Community Residential Program 

 

Guardian – the person who is legally responsible for the care and management of a juvenile. 

 

Guardian Ad Litem – A Latin term meaning that the court appoints an adult to represent the 

juvenile’s interest in a particular judicial proceeding. 

 

H 

 
Habeas Corpus – Lit., “You have the body.” An extraordinary writ ordering a public officer 

holding a person in confinement to bring the person before the court for release. Used to 

secure the release from custody of minors or adults being illegally held. 

 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) - a federal act 

regarding confidential medical information. 

 

Hearing – A proceeding in which arguments, evidence, or witnesses are heard by a judicial 

body. 

 

Hearsay Evidence – This is second-hand evidence, generally consisting of a witness testifying 

that he heard someone say something. Hearsay evidence is generally inadmissible in court. 

 

High Risk Transportation - transporting juveniles to or from a facility when there are 

reasonable grounds to believe that the juvenile is a serious escape risk or a threat to public 

safety. 
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I 

 
In Chambers – see In-Camera. 

 

In-Camera – A hearing or judicial proceeding conducted in chambers or privately. 

 

Independent living program - a program designed to assist a juvenile to enhance skills and 

abilities necessary for successful adult living and may include but shall not be limited to 

minimal direct staff supervision and supportive services in making the arrangements 

necessary for an appropriate place of residence, completing an education, vocational 

training, obtaining employment or other similar services. 

 

Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) – federal act designed to protect the heritage and culture of 

Native American youth who are members of or may be eligible for membership in a 

federally recognized tribe. 

 

Indigent – One who is needy and poor and has neither property or persons available to provide 

support. 

 

Individual Treatment and Service Plan (ITSP) - a detailed comprehensive plan of action to be 

followed by the juvenile and family. shall include a list of services, with projected 

completion dates, provided to the juvenile to remedy or alleviate conditions that led to 

adjudication, including at a minimum: 

a. education; 

b. vocational-educational; 

c. medical; 

d. drug and/or alcohol abuse treatment; 

e. counseling or treatment services; 

f. independent living skills if sixteen years of age or older. 

 

Informal Adjustment Agreement (IA) – The Informal Adjustment is a formal agreement 

between the juvenile and prosecutor to defer prosecution pending receipt of services and 

compliance with other conditions of the agreement. A IA should not extend over 12 months 

and shall contain an admission of guilt. (10A O.S. 2-2-104) 

 

 

Informal Grievance and Resolution (OJA-AG-2). - The Statement of Informal Grievance and 

Resolution may be used by a juvenile or a person on behalf of a juvenile to resolve an issue 

relating to daily life at the juvenile's placement or a routine problem with JSU that can be 

resolved at the local level. 

 

Institution - a secure facility offering care and treatment for more than twenty residents. 

 

Intake see Preliminary Inquiry 

 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=455766
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Interstate Compact on Juveniles – mechanism for tracking and supervising juveniles who 

move across state borders. 

J 

 
JSU – the “Juvenile Services Unit”. 

 

Judicial Review – a hearing to determine the progress of the youth. It must be held at least every 

six months. 

 

Jurisdiction – The power of a particular court to hear cases involving certain categories of 

persons or allegations. 

 

Jury Trial – Every juvenile that appears in court on a criminal or civil matter is entitled to a trial 

by a jury of six individuals. 

 

Juvenile - any person under the supervision of or in the custody of OJA. 

 

Juvenile Code – see Children’s Code. 

 

Juvenile Bureau – Counties with populations of 100,000 or more providing intake (preliminary 

inquiry) and probation services to juveniles. Counties with Juvenile Bureau’s consist of 

Comanche, Oklahoma and Tulsa. 

 

Juvenile detention facility - a secure facility which meets the certification standards of the 

Department and which is entirely separate from any prison, jail, adult lockup, or other adult 

facility, for the temporary care of children. A juvenile detention facility shall not be 

considered a correctional facility subject to the provisions of Title 57 of the Oklahoma 

Statutes. 

 

Juvenile Judge – judge assigned to the Juvenile Division of the District Court in each county. 

 

L 

 
Levels of Care – a system to place youth in a community based residential care program and 

place them in the least restrictive placement available. 

 

Levels of Supervision – refers to the type of supervision a youth requires as determined by an 

assessment of risk. 

 

Literacy skills assessment – standardized literacy testing instruments which measure the 

educational proficiency of the child. 
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M 

 
Mediation - the process of resolving a dispute with the assistance of a neutral third party outside 

of a formal court hearing. 

 

Mental health facility - a mental health facility as defined by the Inpatient Mental Health 

Treatment of Children Act. 

 

Miranda Rule – The rule that confessions are inadmissible at trial if the police do not advise the 

subject of certain rights before questioning. The rights of which the subject must be advised 

include: 

1) The right to remain silent and to refuse to answer any questions. 

2) The right to know that anything he or she says can and will be used against him or her in 

a court of law. 

3) The right to consult with an attorney and to have an attorney present during questioning. 

4) The right to have counsel appointed at public expense prior to any questioning if the 

subject cannot afford counsel. 

Children and Youthful Offenders under age 16 have additional rights provided in Title 

10A O.S. § 2-2-101. 

 

Misdemeanor – A crime less serious than a felony, usually punishable by a fine or incarceration 

in a city or county jail, but not a state penitentiary for less than one year. 

 

Monetary Restitution - the victim receives payment in legal tender equal to:  

a. the loss sustained; or 

b. the amount ordered by the court. 

 

Motion – an oral or written request for the court to act by confirming, denying, or amending 

such request. 

 

N 

 

Nolo Contendere – a plea made by the offender equal to an admission of guilt, i.e., “no contest”. 

 

Non-secure Detention - the least restrictive form of detention known as detention alternatives. 

 

Notice – see Summons and Notice 

 

O 

 
Office - the Office of Juvenile Affairs 

 

OJA – the Office of Juvenile Affairs 

 

Opinion – a formal statement by a judge or jury of the legal reasons and principles for the 

conclusions of the court. 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=455761
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Order – see Court Order 

 

P 

 
Parens Patriase – a Latin phrase that suggests that the state is the higher or ultimate parent of all 

children within its borders. 

 

Parole – a status conferred on any custody juvenile found to be delinquent or a youthful offender 

who is:  

1. administratively released from a training school by the Parole Board; or  

2. approved by the Parole Board for release from an institution following a parole hearing. 

 

Parole Review Board – The administrative hearing body that reviews parole recommendations 

and parole revocations. This board junctions a reviewer of all standards, policies, practices 

and procedure custodians, the juvenile, and the witnessing counselor before the counselor 

can proceed to question a juvenile about and alleged offense. 

 

Parole revocation – see revocation 

 

Pauper’s affidavit – application for court-appointed counsel. 

 

Person responsible for a juvenile's health or welfare - includes a parent, a legal guardian, 

custodian, a foster parent, a person eighteen (18) years of age or older with whom the 

juvenile's parent cohabitates or any other adult residing in the home of the child, an agent or 

employee of a public or private residential home, institution or facility, or an owner, 

operator, or employee of a child care facility as defined by Section 402 of this title. 

 

Periodic review of Disposition – Every disposition order regarding a child adjudicated to be 

delinquent or in need of supervision shall be reviewed by the court at least once every six (6) 

months until such time as the conditions which caused the child to be adjudicated have been 

corrected or the parental rights of the parent or parents are terminated pursuant to the 

Oklahoma Children's Code. (10 O.S. 7303-5.4) 

 

Petition – A pleading filed to initiate a matter in juvenile court, setting forth the alleged grounds 

for a court to assume jurisdiction and hear the case. 

 

Physical Custody – the actual possession and control of a youth. 

 

Pick-up Order – Authorization to apprehend and detain a juvenile. 

 

Placement process – process used to determine the living arrangements of any OJA custody 

juvenile(s). 

 

Placement Justification - the information provided to the court to satisfy federal funding 

requirements that describe what services shall be provided to the juvenile and family. 

 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?citeid=63951
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=64461
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Placement Packet Checklist - a list of information and documents provided to the placement 

facility. 

 

Plea Bargaining – Negotiation of an agreement between the prosecuting and defending counsel, 

often with the agreement of the court, to have the accused plead guilty to certain reduced 

charges in return for the dismissal of others, or for a reduced disposition or penalty. About 

90 percent of all adjudications are the result of bargaining. 

 

Pleading – A motion or some other formal statement, generally written, made by the plaintiff or 

defendant in a case. 

 

Preliminary Hearing – A hearing at which the Judge determines whether there is a reason to 

believe that an offense was committed and the Defendant probably did it. If the Judge 

decides that the evidence presented by the prosecutor is insufficient, the case can be 

dismissed immediately. 

 

Preliminary Inquiry or Intake - a mandatory, pre-adjudicatory interview of the juvenile and, if 

available, the parents, legal guardian, or other custodian of the juvenile, which is performed 

by a duly authorized individual to determine whether a juvenile comes within the purview of 

the Oklahoma Juvenile Code, whether non adjudicatory alternatives are available and 

appropriate, and if the filing of a petition is necessary. (10A O.S. 2-2-1) 

 

Pre-sentence investigations for Youthful Offenders – an assessment or recommendation 

provided to the court that includes the following: 

a. Circumstances Leading To Involvement With the Juvenile System/And Or Court 

Action 

b. Summary of Previous Contacts/Referral History 

c. Placement History 

d. Family History 
e. Amenability Statement.  

i. Staff shall state the facts as recorded from case file information, school records, 

psychological summaries, and previous treatment records. Staff may make a 

recommendation in the study as to whether a juvenile should be certified to stand 

trial as an adult or remain a juvenile. In youthful Offender proceedings staff may 

make a recommendation whether a youthful offender should be considered an adult, 

juvenile or remain as a youthful offender. The final decision, however, is up to the 

court.  

ii. The JSU worker shall deliver a copy of the Certification/Youthful Offender Study to 

the assistant district attorney, the attorney for the juvenile, and the judge within a 

reasonable time period prior to the Certification/Youthful Offender Hearing. 

 

Probation – A disposition which allows the defendant juvenile to remain at liberty under the 

supervision of a probation officer, and usually requiring compliance with certain stated 

conditions. 

 

Prosecutive Merit Hearing – This hearing is conducted if a Motion to Certify has been filed. 

The burden is on the State of Oklahoma (District Attorney) to prove that there is probable 

cause to believe a crime was committed and that the accused juvenile committed the crime. 

If prosecutive merit is found, the case is set for a certification hearing. 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=455765
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R 

 
Re-Assessment of Risk – Following the initial Risk Assessment, any subsequent assessment of 

risk to determine changes needed in the level of supervision and intensity of services. 

 

Re-Disposition – Generally, a hearing to determine the progress or lack of progress of a 

juvenile. Revocation is a form of re-disposition. 

 

Recidivism –  A tendency to relapse into a previous condition or mode of behavior; relapse into 

criminal behavior.   

 

Recommitment – A youth who is in custody on a previous offense who has committed a new 

offense and has been adjudicated. 

 

Referee – The Associate District Judge assigned to the Juvenile Division may, in certain 

counties, appoint an attorney of his/her choice to service as Court Referee. The Judge must 

approve orders issued by the Referee. 

 

Reintegration – restoring the juvenile to his/her family and/or community following an out-of-

home placement. 

 

Restitution - means a process in which an offender is held responsible for and compensates for 

costs incurred by various entities as a result of his/her behavior. 

 

Restorative Justice – a systematic approach to wrongdoing that emphasizes healing the wounds 

of victims, offenders, and communities caused or revealed by the criminal behavior. 

 

Reverse Certification – Generally used to refer to the process of transferring a juvenile’s case 

from the adult court to the juvenile court to stand trial as a juvenile. 

Reverse Certification is only applicable to certain categories of offenses committed before 

January 1, 1998. 

 

Revocation – an administrative hearing process by which parole status may be terminated or as 

in some cases, probation status terminated and the youth placed in custody. 

 

Risk Assessment - the instrument completed by the JSU worker to determine the level of 

supervision and intensity of services needed. 

 

S 

 
Sanction detention facility - A sanction detention facility is a secure facility in which a juvenile 

is placed for up to five days as a consequence for his or her non-compliance with court 

orders or rules of probation.  

 

Sanctions programs - Sanctions programs are community-based, intensive treatment 

intervention programs in which a juvenile may be placed for up to five days . 
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Secure detention - the temporary care of juveniles who require secure custody in physically 

restricting facilities:  

a. while under the continuing jurisdiction of the court pending court disposition, or  

b. pending placement by the Department of Juvenile Justice after adjudication. 

 

Senate Joint Resolution 13 (SJR-13) – established statewide juvenile intake, probation, and 

parole services in 1976. 

 

SLOSSON-SORT-R – a literacy skills tool used to determine a juvenile’s current reading level. 

 

Social History - (comprehensive assessment) the pertinent family historical information leading 

to court involvement. 

 

Status Offense – the term refers to non-criminal misbehavior which would not be criminal if 

committed by an adult, for example: truancy, curfew violation, AWOL, and in need of 

supervision. 

 

Statute – a law enacted by the State Legislature or U.S. Congress. 

 

Stipulation – an agreement between the attorneys in a case, entered in court, allowing a certain 

fact to be established into evidence without the necessity for further proof. Depending on the 

nature of the proceedings, stipulations may be either written or oral. 

 

Subsidized Job Placement - a cash payment to subsidize wages paid to a juvenile offender 

employed by a public or private non-profit employer as part of a restitution program 

designed by OJA. 

 

Subpoena – A legal requiring that the person named in the subpoena appear on a stated day and 

time to give testimony in a case. It is served in person, usually by a law enforcement officer 

or a process server. Failure to obey a subpoena may subject the recipient to being charged 

with contempt of court. 

 

 

 

Summons and Notice – A legal document issued by the Court Clerk notifying the named person 

that a lawsuit or legal cause has been filed against or involves him or her, and notifying such 

person of any dates set for hearings and deadlines for responding to the Complaint or 

Petition. The purpose of a summons is simply to notify the persons concerned. It does not 

require court attendance by any person. 

Supervised community placement - a status conferred on a juvenile who is: 

1. adjudicated INS or delinquent, or found to be a youthful offender;  

2. committed to OJA by the court; and  

3. placed in community-based setting. 

 

T 
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Targeted Case Management (TCM) - services provided to assist a client in gaining 

access to needed medical, social, educational, and other services.  

 

Termination of Parental Rights – Procedure through the Court whereby the legal or biological 

parent may lose any claim or obligation to the child or children. 

 

Terry D. – A class action suit filed by Legal Aid of Western Oklahoma in 1978. It charged 

mistreatment of youth at Oklahoma children’s institutions. It introduced the concept of “least 

restrictive alternative”. It was settled in 1982 and submitted as a stipulated Agreement to the 

Federal District Court, Western District, State of Oklahoma. 

 

Testimony – A statement or declaration made to establish a fact or facts and given under oath. 

 

Title 10 – See Childrens Code. 

 

Training school or secure facility (Institution)  - a facility, maintained by the state exclusively 

for the care, education, training, treatment, and rehabilitation of delinquent juveniles or 

youthful offenders which relies on locked rooms and buildings, and fences for physical 

restraint in order to control behavior of its residents. A training school or secure facility shall 

not be considered a correctional facility subject to the provisions of Title 57 of the Oklahoma 

Statutes. 

 

Transcript – Anything transcribed from an original. A court transcript is a written account of the 

oral statements made in court. 

 

Transfer of Court Jurisdiction – Refers to the transfer of wardship. The responsibility falls on 

the sending court to request the transfer of wardship to the receiving court. 

 

Transitional living program - a residential program that may be attached to an existing facility 

or operated solely for the purpose of assisting juveniles to develop the skills and abilities 

necessary for successful adult living. Said program may include but shall not be limited to 

reduced staff supervision, vocational training, educational services, employment and 

employment training, and other appropriate independent living skills training as a part of the 

transitional living program. 

 

Truant – A youth who is habitually absent from school. 

 

 

U 

 
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act. - The Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act 

requires information to be collected including: 

a. whether the child is a ward of the court where the intake is occurring or another court; 

b. whether a proceeding concerning the custody of the child is pending in a court of another 

state; and 

c. where and with whom the juvenile has resided for the previous five years. 
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V 

 
Venue – The place where an action is filed, usually by county of judicial district. Where an 

action is filed depends on where the offense took place, Venue should not be confused with 

jurisdiction; the former deals with “where” and the latter refers to “what type of case” a court 

may handle. 

 

Voir Dire – A procedure by which attorneys question prospective jurors to determine any biases 

or prejudices. 

 

W 

 
Waiver – The voluntary relinquishing of a known right, such as the right to counsel or the right 

to remain silent during police questioning. 

 

Ward – A minor who is under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for a delinquent act, status 

offense, or an allegation or finding of abuse, neglect, or dependency 

 

Warrant – A judicial writ authorizing an officer to make a search, seizure or arrest or to execute 

a judgment. 

 

Written Promise to Appear – A written document allowing a juveniles release to a responsible 

adult. 

 

Y 

 
Youth and Family Assessment Questionaire – Information gathered by the JSU worker in a 

face-to-face interview with the family and juvenile. 

 

Youth Level of Service/Case Management Inventory (YLSI) – dynamic juvenile risk 

assessment. 
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ACRONYMS 

 
 

 

A 

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous 

AAP – Affirmative Action Plan 

ACA - American Correctional Association 

ADA – American Disabilities Act 

ADA - Assistant District Attorney 

ADD – Attention Deficit Disorder 

ADHD – Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 

ADS - Assistant District Supervisor, synonymous with JJS-IV 

AG - Advocate General 

AKA - Also Known As 

APA – Administrative Procedures Act 

ASI - Addiction Severity Index 

AOD - Administrator On Duty 

AOP - Administrator of Programs 

AWOL - Absent Without Official Leave 

 

B 

 

BIA - Bureau of Indian Affairs 

BMU – Behavior Management Unit 

 

C 
CAC - Citizens Advisory Committee 

CADC - Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor 

CARS - Community At Risk Services 

CBRC - Contract-based Residential Care 

CBRDS – Community-based Residential & Detention Services 

CBYS – Community-based Youth Services 

CCAP - Cedar Canyon Adventure Program 

CCMS - Care & Custody Management System 

CDIB – Certificate Degree of Indian Blood 

CEI - Casework Excellence Initiative 

CIC - Community Intervention Center 

CLEET – Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training 

CMC - Children’s Medical Center 

CMC - Crisis Management Center 

CMS - Case Management System 

COMP – Compensatory Time 

COJC - Central Oklahoma Juvenile Center 

CPR - Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation 

CPU – Contracts Procurement Unit  

CRC – Children’s Recover Center (formerly OYC) 
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D 

DA - District Attorney 

DCS - Department of Central Services 

DDSD – Developmental Disabilities Services Division 

D&E - Diagnostic and Evaluation 

DF - Deferred filing 

DHS - Department of Human Services 

DMHSAS - Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

DOA – Dead on Arrival 

DOB - Date of Birth 

DOC - Department of Corrections 

DPA - Deferred Prosecution Agreement (now Informal Adjustment) 

DSM-IV - Diagnosis on Axis IV of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 

DS - District Supervisor 

 

E 

EAP - Employee Assistance Program 

EBC - Employee Benefits Council 

ED – Emotionally Disturbed 

EDC - Employee Development Center 

EEOC - Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

EMH – Emotionally Mentally Handicapped 

EOD - Emergency Order of Detention 

 

F 

FC – Foster Care 

FFD - Federal Funds Development 

FFT – Family Focus Therapy 

FFU - Federal Funding Unit 

FH - Foster Home 

FLAP- Foss Lake Adventure Program 

FLSA - Fair Labor Standards Act 

FMLA – Family Medical Leave Act 

FOP - First Offender Program 

FSD - Financial Services Division 

FTE – Full Time Equivalent 

 

G 

GED – General Equivalency Diploma 

GPS – Global Positioning System 

 

H 

HIPAA - Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 

HR - Human Resources 
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I 

IA – Informal Adjustment Agreement (Formerly DPA) 

ICADC - International Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor 

ICJ - Interstate Compact on Juveniles 

ICPC - Interstate Compact on Placement of Children 

ICWA - Indian Child Welfare Act 

IEP – Individualized Education Plan 

IHS – Indian Health Services 

IL - Independent Living 

ILS - Independent Living Subsidy 

IMS - Information Management System 

INMHT - In Need of Mental Health Treatment 

INS - In Need of Supervision 

INT - In Need of Treatment, term no longer used, is now INMHT 

ISD – Institutional Services Division 

IT – Information Technology 

ITP - Intensive Treatment Program 

ITSP - Individual Treatment and Service Plan 

 

J 

JAIBG - Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grant 

JFOP - Juvenile First Offender Program 

JIC - Juvenile Intervention Center 

JJDP – Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention 

JJS - Juvenile Justice Specialist 

JOLTS- Juvenile On-Line Tracking System 

JPTP - Juvenile Personnel Training Program 

JSOR - Juvenile Sex Offender Registry 

JS - Juvenile Specialist 

JSD – Juvenile Services Division  

JSU - Juvenile Services Unit 

 

L 

LAP - Lawton Adventure Program 

LCSW – Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

LD – Learning Disabled 

LERC - Lloyd E. Rader Center 

LMFT – Licensed Marriage Family Therapist 

LMHP - Licensed Mental Health Professional 

LOS - Length of Stay 

LPC - Licensed Professional Counselor 

 

M 

MHSU – Mental Health Stabilization Unit  

MR – Mentally Retarded 

MST – Multi-Systemic Therapy 

N 

NA - Narcotics Anonymous 

NOS – Not Otherwise Specified 
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NRC - National Resource Center 

 

O 

OAYS - Oklahoma Association of Youth Services 

OCA - Oklahoma Correctional Association 

OCA - Office of Client Advocacy 

OCCY - Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth 

ODD – Oppositional Defiant Disorder 

OGIA - Oklahoma Gang Investigators Association 

OHCA - Oklahoma Health Care Authority 

OHP - Oklahoma Highway Patrol 

OHRM - Oklahoma Human Resources Management 

OIDS - Oklahoma Indigent Defense System 

OJA - Office of Juvenile Affairs 

OJC - Oklahoma Juvenile Code 

OMD - Oklahoma Military Department 

OPEA - Oklahoma Public Employees Association 

OPERS - Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System 

OPI - Office of Public Integrity 

OPM - Office of Personnel Management 

OSDH - Oklahoma State Department of Health 

OSF - Office of State Finance 

OYC - Oklahoma Youth Center (now known as CRC) 

 

P 

PbS- Performance based-Standards 

PD – Personality Disorder 

PMP - Performance Management Process 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

PO – Police Officer 

PUO - Pick-up Order 

 

Q 

QMHP - Qualified Mental Health Professional 

 

R 

RBMS - Residential Behavior Management Services 

RIF - Reduction in Force 

RMTS - Random Moment Time Study 

ROCMND – Youth Services Agency; contracted group home in Miami 

RPSS - Residential Placement Scoring System 

RTP- Rader Treatment Program 

 

 

S 

SA - Substance Abuse 

SAFE – Safety Awareness for Employees 

SAFY - Specialized Alternatives for Families and Youth 

SAG - State Advisory Group 
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SASSI - Substance Abuse Subtle Screening Inventory 

SCH - Specialized Community Home 

SCP – Supervised Community Placement 

SHOJO - Serious and Habitual Juvenile Offender Act 

SJR - Senate Joint Resolution 

SLOSSON - Slosson Oral Reading Test; Sort-R 

SO - Sex Offender 

SOR - Sex Offender Registry 

STARS - State Transition and Reintegration Services 

SWOJC - Southwest Oklahoma Juvenile Center 

SSD - Support Services Division 

SSN - Social Security Number 

 

T 

TAP - Tenkiller Adventure Program 

TCM - Targeted Case Management 

TFC - Therapeutic Foster Care 

THC - Tetra Hydro-Cannabinol  

TMS – Time Management System 

TYA - Thunderbird Youth Academy 

 

U 

UA - Urinalysis 

UCCJA - Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act 

URC - Utilization Review Committee 

 

V 

v4 – New JOLTS, version 4, windows compatible 

 

W 

WWA - Work Week Adjustment 

 

Y 

YLS/CMI - Youthful Level of Service/Case Management Inventory 

YO - Youthful Offender 

 


