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Duties of the OID 
Bail Bondsmen

• License bondsmen (4 qualifications or LOAs)
• Collect and review monthly reports
• Work with Department staff regarding possible 

statutory changes
• Complaints against bondsmen
• Disciplinary proceedings against bondsmen



Bond Procedures
1. Recording bondsman licenses pursuant to Section 1320, page 22 

A. Bondsman registers license where either resides or offices, but not 
both

– Responsibility of Court Clerk to provide list of bondsmen to county judges and law 
enforcement officials – OID notifies clerk of address change

– Also must register certified copy of appointment
– Bondsman must be licensed by OID for registration    

B. Unlimited bonds in county of registration, no more than 10 defendants 
per year in other counties; exception of counties w/o registered bondsman; 
bondsman must advise court clerk in other counties and file certified copy of 
license.

– 365:25-5-38, page 44.
– Ten Defendant limit – October 1 – September 30
– Go by the date on the bond, not by the individual.



Bond Procedures Continued
2. Reporting bonding activities – Court Clerk Bail Bond Report

– OID performs court clerk comparison audits with the bondsman monthly reports – this is how 
we discover unreported bonds

– Such action may result in disciplinary action and can result in possible criminal charges 
against the bondsman

3. Accepting bail
– Review power of attorney form – must be attached to the bond, 1316(D), page 21

A. Is it still valid (date)? Not expired? 
B. What is the dollar amount of the power of attorney?
C. Is the bondsman still appointed with that surety?

– 365:25-5-39, page 44:  Affidavit as to undertaking – included on every appearance bond



Power of Attorney



Bond Procedures Continued
4. Exonerating bail

– Bondsman no longer responsible for the defendant.  Clerk’s obligation Mentioned in 1327, 
1328 and 1332

– 1327(A) – surrender of defendant prior to breach (to Court) – requires the Court clerk to enter 
a minute exonerating the bond

– 1327(C) - recommitment of a defendant by bondsman –
– Occurs prior to a breach, in the same jurisdiction as original bond, after Defendant’s second 

arrest
– Clerk enters a minute order exonerating the bond, following recommitment in this subsection
– 1328 – Procedure for Surrender of Defendant
– 1328(3) – clerk enters a minute order exonerating the bond, if bondsman recommits a 

defendant pursuant to this subsection
– See Oklahoma Attorney General Opinion, 2009 OK AG 16



Bond Procedures Continued
5. Forfeiting bail – Section 1332

A. Within 30 days after the forfeiture, mail a copy of the O&J to the bondsman and 
the insurer (certified mail, return receipt requested), and keep a copy of the O&J on 
file; (mail to correct address for both)

– However, the clerk is not required to mail the O&J to the bondsman or the insurer if within 15 
days from the date of forfeiture, defendant is returned to custody, bond is reinstated by the 
court with the bondsman’s approval, or the O&J is vacated or set aside by the Court

– Failure of the clerk to comply with the 30 day notice shall exonerate the bond. 
– Computation of time – do NOT include day of forfeiture, end day must be on a day the court 

is open. See Computation of time on page 44 in statute booklet.  

B. Use correct forms



Bond Procedures Continued
5. Forfeiting bail – Section 1332

C(1). Bondsman has 90 days from RECEIPT of O&J, or 90 days from mailing by the Clerk IF 
BONDSMAN DOES NOT CHECK THEIR MAIL.

C(2). If the Bondsman gets the Defendant “returned to custody” within 90 days, forfeiture 
vacated, bond exonerated.  Clerk to enter minutes exonerating the bond.  If this is not in the court 
record, court shall enter it.

C(3). Four definitions of  “returned to custody”

C(4)(a).    Bond SHALL be exonerated by operation of law if bondsman requests that defendant 
be entered into NCIC, and Sheriff refuses to honor request within fourteen business days, or

C(4)(b).   The defendant is arrested outside of Oklahoma and the court record shows that the DA 
has declined to proceed with extradition.



Bond Procedures Continued
5. Forfeiting bail – Section 1332

D(1). Within 90 days of receipt of O&J, or mailing if no receipt is made, if Defendant is not returned 
to custody, or forfeiture has not been stayed, bondsman or insurer must deposit money within 91 
days. 

D(2). After O&J has been paid the bondsman or insurer shall have one year from date payment is 
due to return defendant to custody.  If defendant is returned, and all expenses have been paid, the 
bondsman or insurer’s property (money) shall be returned. If the request for remitter is made by 
motion filed within one year from the date payment is due.

D(3). Notification to Commissioner, if defendant not returned and money not received, mail certified 
copy of O&J and proof of mailing to Oklahoma Insurance Department (should also include certified 
copies of docket sheet, appearance bond, power of attorney, and any Motions or Orders pertaining to 
the bond forfeiture)

D(4). Once received the Oklahoma Insurance Department processes for possible administrative 
action against the bondsman and insurer



Bond Procedures Continued
5. Forfeiting bail – Section 1332

E(1) If defendant failed to appear because of death or defendant in custody of another court on day 
of court appearance, return property (money) to bondsman, but bondsman must pay all expenses to 
return the defendant

E(2) If defendant is in custody of anther court DA places a hold, and bondsman pays all expenses 
to return defendant

F. No bonus to the DA, but reasonable attorney fee allowed in a civil action

G. Bondsman may appeal an O&J, and seek a stay, but this happens within 30 days for forfeiture 
order (See 12 O.S. §2006(B) 990.4)  

H. Municipal courts – criminal in nature (Appeals filed with Court of Criminal Appeals) 

I. Bondsman may file a motion requesting exoneration of bond after 3 years, unless for good 
cause shown.
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