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From the OHSO 2008 Problem ID:
Since 1996, unsafe speed has consistently 
remained the number one cause of  
fatal and severe injury traffic crashes  
in Oklahoma. 

Speed-related crashes, exceeding the 
legal limit, unsafe speed on wet roadway 
and unsafe speed on a curve or turn are 
the primary causes.

While males account for fewer than  
half of the licensed drivers in Oklahoma, 
they account for nearly two-thirds of  
the drivers in unsafe speed crashes.

Nearly 58.9% of drivers in unsafe  
speed crashes are between the ages  
of 16 and 35.

64% of speed crashes occur in rural areas.

Persons Injured (1996 – 2005)
In Unsafe Speed Related KAB Crashes

Drivers in Unsafe Speed KAB Crashes
1996 – 2005

This publication, printed by Western Printing, is issued by the 
Department of Public Safety as authorized by the Commissioner of 
Public Safety. 100,000 copies have been prepared and distributed at 
a cost of $5,240. Copies have been deposited with the Publications 
Clearinghouse of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries. (05/07)
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!Speeding — exceeding the posted speed 
limit or driving too fast for conditions —  
is one of the leading contributors to traffic 
crashes. The economic cost to society 
of speeding-related crashes is estimated 
by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration to be $40.4 billion per 
year–$76,865 per minute or $1,281  
per second.

Speeding reduces a driver’s ability to steer 
safely around curves or objects in the 
roadway, extends the distance necessary to 
stop a vehicle and increases the distance a 
vehicle travels while the driver reacts to a 
dangerous situation. 

A majority of drivers of all ages admit  
to speeding*.

· At least eight out of ten younger drivers report 

speeding at least monthly on each road type.

· Six in ten drivers age 65 or older report 

speeding on all road types.

· Males are 50 percent more likely than females 

to drive over the posted speed limit.

The relative proportion of speed-related 
crashes to all crashes decreases with 
increasing driver age. For drivers  
involved in fatal crashes, young males  
are the most likely to be speeding.	

Between midnight and 3 a.m., 77 percent 
of speeding drivers involved in fatal 
crashes have been drinking.

Only 14 percent of speeding-related 
fatalities occur on Interstate Highways.

Motorcyclists were involved in  
speed-related crashes twice as often  
as drivers of cars and light trucks.

Drivers reported doing other unsafe  
and aggressive driving behaviors  
“at least sometimes.”* 

 · Entering an intersection just as the light 

     turned from yellow to red (40 %).

· Rolling stops at stop signs (30 %).

· Making angry, insulting or obscene gestures    

towards other driver (12 %).

· Cutting in front of other drivers (10 %).

At least two-thirds of drivers feel that 
photo enforcement would be a good idea 
in all of the traffic violation scenarios 
identified. The greatest support for 
automated photo enforcement comes  
for the following violations*:

· Drivers passing a school bus (82 %).

· Speeding in a school zone (78 %).

· Trying to beat a train at a railroad  

 crossing (78 %).

· Running red lights (75 %).
 *Traffic Tech, Number 289, November 2003

Oklahoma Highway Safety Office
3223 North Lincoln

Oklahoma City, OK  73105-5403
(405) 523-1570 

www.ohso.ok.gov

Unless otherwise noted, this information came from 
NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts 2004–Speeding  

(DOT HS809 915)
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