
POINTS TO PONDER

“I have air bags; 
       I don’t need 
  safety belts.”

• Belts and bags complement each other; 
 without belts you are thrown forward in a
 crash and the air bag hits you ... with belts,
 the air bag expands and then you hit the 
 bag ... a big difference.

  “The law should be
         mandatory 
      for children only.”

• Children model adult behavior.   
 Observations conducted in 2002 showed  
 that if a driver is wearing a safety belt,  
 young children are also restrained 92% of  
 the time; however, if a driver is not wearing  
 a safety belt, young children are restrained  
 only 72% of the time. 

Safety Belts
      Save Lives.

Safety belts saved over 12,000 American lives in 2001. 
However, during the same year, nearly two-thirds 
(60%) of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in traffic 
crashes were unrestrained. 

Every Oklahoman should be committed to saving lives!  
Wear your safety belt, insist on it in your vehicle and 
encourage everyone to do the same. It is a small price 
to pay to save even one life!

This publication, printed by Western Printing, is issued by the Department of Public 
Safety as authorized by the Commissioner of Public Safety. 10,000 copies have been 
prepared and distributed at a cost of $1,640. Copies have been deposited with the 
Publications Clearing House of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries.  (04/08)

The following fatalities were reported 
among unrestrained Oklahomans in 
passenger vehicles:  
 2002  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  359
 2003  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  350
 2004  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  357
 2005  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  377
 2006  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  351
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“I don’t need a seatbelt. My 
pickup truck is safe.”

• From 1998-2000, 480 pickup truck occupants  
 were killed in traffic crashes in Oklahoma.
• For light truck occupants, safety belts  
 reduce the risk of fatal injury by 60%, and  
 modest-to-critical injury by 65%.

      “It’s my business if I don’t 
   want to wear belts and chance
        killing or maiming myself.”

• It isn’t just your business.  Your “freedom”
 impacts each of us financially.
• Not wearing safety belts can hamper your
 control of your vehicle in a crash and place
 me in jeopardy.
• If you don’t wear safety belts, the chance 
 of children in the vehicle being restrained
 drops drastically.
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Safety Belts Save Lives

Every hour in America, someone dies as a  
result of not wearing a safety belt. Not wearing  
a safety belt contributes to more fatalities than  
any other single traffic safety-related behavior.

• 2000: Over 63% of occupants killed were 
 NOT restrained

• 2000: 71% of children killed age 5 and under 
 were not using child restraints

• 2000: 86% of unrestrained occupants 
 were ejected

• In fatal crashes, 92% of car occupants that 
 were totally ejected died

• 2000: Only 1% of restrained occupants 
 were ejected

• Unbelted occupants:

    Twice as likely to be hospitalized

    Injured 2-4 times more severely

    Require longer hospitalization

    Incur 2-7 times greater medical costs

FacTS POINTS TO PONDER
Crashes Cost Society Big $$$$

The average inpatient hospital care costs for  
each unbelted crash victim is 50 percent higher  
than costs for a belted crash victim. The public bears 85 
percent of these costs, rather than the persons involved. 

• Nationally: crashes and associated 
 costs equal some $230.6 billion annually.

• Oklahoma: crashes and associated 
 costs equal more than $2.3 billion annually

• Crashes cost each Oklahoman $750 annually

• Costs include medical, legal, lost wages, 
 lost productivity, higher insurance rates, etc.

FacTS

High visibility enforcement of safety belt laws is effective. 
Research shows, many part-time and non-belt users fear 
a citation or significant fine more than being injured or 
killed in a crash.

• Enforcement of safety belt laws is required to 
 sustain compliance:

• 1986: Pre-secondary Law . . . . . 15.7 % belt usage

• 1987: Post-secondary Law  . . . . . 39.6% belt usage

• 1997: Pre-primary Law . . . . . . . . 47.4% belt usage

• 1997: Post-primary Law . . . . . . . 60.0% belt usage

The Law Works

“Government is trying 
to control me.”

• Driving is not a right; it is a privilege.
• Responsible government attempts to 
 protect its citizenry and reduce costs.

  “The safety belt law permits
      increased harassment 
            of the public.”
• Concern not substantiated by fact or statistics.
• Law enforcement officers can easily find a 
 reason to stop a vehicle, if they so desire
 (speeding, improper lane changes, 
 tailgating, etc.).
• Traffic enforcement, including safety belt
 stops, has proven to prevent crime and
 enhance apprehension of criminals (such 
 as Timothy McVeigh). 

The bottom line...
1975-2000: 135,102 lives saved

          “My safety belt is 
   uncomfortable” 
       or “It wrinkles my clothes.”
• Uncomfortable?  Uncomfortable is a face 
 full of windshield or steering wheel or a 
 vehicle on top of you.

  “My vehicle might catch on
       fire after a crash and I
  might be trapped by 
                     my safety belt.”

• The chance of this happening is extremely
 remote; in fact, the safety belt should help
 prevent injury and permit you to escape 
 the vehicle more rapidly. 
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