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What is a DRE?

A Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) is an officer who has received specialized training and has been certified in the State of Oklahoma and credentialed through the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) to evaluate suspects and determine:

	1) If the subject is impaired.
	2) What Drug category(s) is/are causing the impairment?
	3) If a medical condition is causing the impairment.

There are over 7,000 officer certified world wide..... this is less than 1/10 of 1 percent of all certified law enforcement officers.
What does it take to become a certified DRE?
The Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) program has received international acclaim for its success in identifying the drug-impaired individual. Although the focus of the DRE curricula is on the identification of the drug-impaired driver, DRE skills are applied to many different law enforcement activities. These activities include screening of any individual who maybe under the influence of drugs such as students in our school system or suspects of other crimes. In addition, DREs are frequently called upon to differentiate between drug influence and medical and/or mental disorders. The certified DRE is an extremely valuable tool for combating the adverse impact of drugs on the communities we serve.
DRE School is extremely demanding. To receive certification as a DRE, two phases of training must be completed. The following summarizes each phase:
Academic Training:
This phase is typically conducted in April of each year and includes two weeks (80 hours) of class room training. It includes coursed in physiology, vital signs, standardized field sobriety testing (SFST), as well as extensive material in each of the seven categories of the drugs of abuse. The training includes three written examinations, an SFST proficiency examination and five written quizzes. Student must achieve a minimum of 80% on the final examination and must demonstrate proficiency in administering the SFST in order to progress to the certification phase of the training. The academic training is conducted utilizing creative, participant-centered teaching techniques.
Certification Phase:
After successfully completing the academic portion, the students returns to their individual department. It is the student's responsibility to complete the certification requirements within six months following the DRE School. The DRE program will provide scheduled certification training nights to allow the student to achieve the certification requirements. The requirements include: conducting a minimum of 12 drug influence evaluations while under the supervision of a DRE instructor; identifying subjects under the influence of three of the seven drug categories; and attaining a 75% toxicological confirmation rate. In addition, the student must maintain a progress log, rolling log of evaluations and submit a quality curriculum vitae. Finally, the student must pass a comprehensive final knowledge examination, and obtain the written endorsement of two certified DRE instructors. The final examination is normally conducted in early September.
The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) is the credentialing agency for the DRE program. DRE Certification is valid for two years. In order to maintain certification, DREs must conduct a minimum of four (4) evaluation within the two years, submit a rolling log and update curriculum vitae, and attend eight (8) hours of recertification training.
How does a law enforcement officer in Oklahoma become a DRE?
· The officer must submit an application to the State Coordinator.
· The officer must have completed the 24-hour NHTSA Standardized Field Sobriety Training and demonstrated proficiency in all tasks.
· The officer must have completed the 16-hour Advance Roadside Impaired Driver Enforcement (ARIDE) training.
· The office should have experiences in detecting and arresting DUI offenders.
· The applying officer's department must agree to allow the trained DRE to assist neighboring agencies with drug impaired driving cases, if it does not create an unreasonable financial burden upon the DRE’s department.
How does a law enforcement officer obtain and submit an application?
	1) Download the application form the CLEET or OACP website.
	2) Contact the Law Enforcement Liaison (LEL) in your area.
	3) Email the State Coordinator:  Deputy Chief Jim Maisano, jim.maisano@normanok.gov	or contact a DRE in your area.
After completing the application it should be mailed or scanned and emailed to the State Coordinator at the addresses provided on the application.
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