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DRUNK DRIVING



AUGUST/LABOR DAY CRACKDOWN

LAW ENFORCEMENT PLANNER

TALKING POINTS

National Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. Crackdown
August 20 Through September 6, 2010
Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. (August 20 through September 6, 2010) is an annual nationwide enforcement effort to crack down on impaired driving and reduce roadway fatalities. The law enforcement effort is supported by $31 million in national and State advertisements funded directly or indirectly through Congress. The national ads, produced by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in English and Spanish, are targeted at young male drivers and motorcycle riders, who are the most common perpetrators of this deadly crime.

Key Messages: 

· Impaired driving is a deadly crime that’s still prevalent throughout America and is especially common among young males 21 to 34 years old.

· To crack down on alcohol-impaired driving — which is especially common in the summer — police in every State and most U.S. towns and cities will be out in record numbers from mid-August through Labor Day (August 20–September 6).

Statistics: 

· All 50 States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have established a threshold making it illegal per se to drive with a blood alcohol concentration of .08 grams per deciliter or higher.

· Yet nearly 12,000 people in 2008 were killed in U.S. highway crashes involving a driver or motorcycle rider with an illegal BAC of .08 g/dL or higher, according to NHTSA statistics. 

· In 2008, 5,432 passenger vehicle drivers 21 to 34 years old were killed in motor vehicle crashes. Of those, a total of 2,866 (53%) had illegal BACs of .08 or higher.

· Alcohol impairment among drivers involved in fatal crashes was four times higher at night than during the day (36% versus 9%). 

· Thirty-two percent of drivers involved in fatal crashes on weekends were alcohol-impaired, compared with 15 percent during the week.
· In 2008, 32 percent of fatalities in motor vehicle traffic crashes involved drivers or motorcycle riders with BACs of .08 or above — an average of one fatality every 45 minutes. 

· The percentage of drivers with BACs of .08 or above involved in fatal crashes in 2008 was highest for motorcycle riders (29 percent), followed by drivers of light trucks (23 percent) and passenger cars (23 percent). 

· Forty-three percent of the 2,291 motorcycle riders who died in single-vehicle crashes had BACs of .08 or above.

· The age groups of 45 to 49 and 40 to 44 had the highest percentages of impaired (BAC of .08 or higher) motorcycle riders killed in fatal crashes — 41 percent and 37 percent, respectively.  

Soundbites:

· Impaired driving is not an accident — it’s an epidemic of careless disregard for human life. 

· Each year, nearly 12,000 people die on our roads due to impaired driving. That would be equal to about 30 jumbo jets crashing each year.

· No one should ever get that late-night phone call from the police telling you your loved one has died due to an impaired driver.  
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National Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. Crackdown 

Make the Crackdown Count: August 20–September 6, 2010
The Crime of Impaired Driving

· All 50 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have established a threshold making it illegal per se to drive with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 grams per deciliter or higher.

· Yet nearly 12,000 people in 2008 were killed in U.S. highway crashes involving drivers or motorcycle riders with illegal BACs of .08 or higher, according to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics. 

· Impaired driving is clearly a crime, not an “accident.” In fact, it’s one of America’s most often-committed and deadliest crimes. 

· That’s why law enforcement agencies nationwide will be cracking down on the crime of impaired driving August 20 to September 6.
· Our message remains simple and unwavering: Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.  

· No matter what you drive or when, if the police catch you driving impaired, the police will arrest you. No exceptions. 

· Fortunately, much of the tragedy that results from impaired-driving crashes could be prevented if everyone followed these safety recommendations:  

· If you are planning to drink alcohol with friends, designate a sober driver before going out — and give that person your keys; 

· If you are impaired, do not drive — call a taxi, use mass transit, or call a sober friend or family member to get you home safely;

· Or, take advantage of your community’s safe ride program [insert your local safe ride specifics here];

· Promptly report impaired drivers you see on the roadways to law enforcement;

· Wear your seat belt while in a car or use a helmet and protective gear when on a motorcycle, as these are your best defenses against impaired drivers;

· And remember, if you know people who are about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys — and help them get to where they are going safely. 

Impaired-Driver Fatalities — Who and When

· In 2008, 5,432 passenger vehicle drivers 21 to 34 years old were killed in motor vehicle crashes. Of those, a total of 2,866 (53%) had illegal BACs of .08 g/dL or higher.

· Alcohol impairment among drivers involved in fatal crashes was four times higher at night than during the day (36% versus 9%). 

· Thirty-two percent of drivers involved in fatal crashes on weekends were alcohol-impaired, compared to 15 percent during the week. 

· Because alcohol adversely affects those skills essential to operating a motorcycle — balance and coordination — alcohol plays a particularly significant role in motorcycle crash fatalities.

· The percentage of drivers with BACs of .08 or above involved in fatal crashes in 2008 was highest for motorcycle riders (29%), followed by drivers of light trucks (23%) and passenger cars (23%). 

· Forty-three percent of the 2,291 motorcycle riders who died in single-vehicle crashes had BACs of .08 or above.

· The age groups of 45 to 49 and 40 to 45 had the highest percentages of impaired (BAC of .08 or higher) motorcycle riders killed in fatal crashes — 41. 

Offenders and Consequences

· The consequences for the crime of driving while impaired are serious and real. 

· Impaired drivers risk killing, disabling, disfiguring, and injuring themselves and others — sometimes their own friends and family. 

· Along with all these potential consequences, violators also often face other significant personal and financial costs, such as: 

· Jail time, loss of their driver licenses, or being sentenced to use ignition interlocks;

· Higher insurance rates;

· Dozens of additional expenses, including attorney fees, fines and court costs, car towing and repairs, lost time at work, and more; 

· Embarrassment and humiliation when family, friends, co-workers, and employers learn of the arrest; and
· Adverse and long-lasting effects on their career prospects and personal aspirations.

2010 Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. Crackdown

· In 2008, 32 percent of fatalities in motor vehicle traffic crashes involved at least one driver or motorcycle rider with a BAC of .08 or above — an average of one fatality every 45 minutes. 

· That’s why U.S. law enforcement agencies will be aggressively enforcing impaired-driving laws during the national crackdown — at all times of the day and night. 

· The national Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. impaired-driving crackdown is a program organized by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

· The program combines high-visibility enforcement with heightened public awareness. This year’s crackdown is supported by $11 million in paid national advertising to help put motorists on notice that if they are caught driving while impaired, they will be arrested.  

· Don’t take the risk. Law enforcement officers are on a mission to arrest impaired drivers, get them off the street, save more lives — and make the 2010 crackdown count. Remember: Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. 
· For more information on the crackdown, visit the High-Visibility Enforcement Campaign Headquarters at www.StopImpairedDriving.org.  
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[Law Enforcement Organization] Reports 2010
 Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. Crackdown Progress

[City, State] – [LE Organization] today announced initial arrest results for the 2010 crackdown on impaired driving currently under way. The national Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. crackdown that launched on August 20 includes the use of sobriety checkpoints and saturation patrols, especially during high-risk nighttime hours.

“Officers have made [#] impaired driving arrests as of [Date] in support of the national crackdown,” said [LE Representative]. “The crackdown campaign runs through the Labor Day weekend and [LE Organization] officers will be out in full force to help get more impaired drivers off local roadways.” 

Driving with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 grams per deciliter or higher is illegal in all 50 States. Yet in 2008 alone, nearly 12,000 people were killed in U.S. motor vehicle crashes that involved a driver or motorcycle rider with a BAC of .08 g/dL or higher, according to statistics from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

“It’s clear that too many people still don’t understand that impaired driving is no accident — nor is it a victimless crime,” said [LE Representative]. “So our message to motorists is simple and unwavering: if you get caught driving while impaired, you will be arrested. No exceptions.”

For more information on the national crackdown, visit the High-Visibility Enforcement Campaign Headquarters at www.StopImpairedDriving.org. 
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[Law Enforcement Organization] 
Launches Intensive Crackdown on Impaired Driving

Police Vow to Arrest Everyone Found Driving ‘Over the Limit’

[City, State] – The problem of impaired-driving is a serious one.  While America witnessed a decline in the number of impaired-driving fatalities from 2007-2008, the numbers are still too high.  That’s why [Law Enforcement Organization] today announced it will join other law enforcement agencies throughout the country in support of an intensive crackdown on impaired driving this August 20–September 6,  known by its tagline, Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.

In 2008 alone, nearly 12,000 people died in crashes in which a driver or motorcycle rider was at or above the legal limit, according to the latest statistics from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The age group with the highest percentage of alcohol impaired drivers in fatal crashes is young people age 21-24.

“All too often, innocent, law-abiding people suffer tragic consequences and the loss of loved ones due to this careless disregard for human life. Because we’re committed to ending the carnage, we’re intensifying enforcement during the crackdown. We’ll be especially vigilant during high-risk nighttime hours when impaired drivers are most likely to be on our roads,” said [Law Enforcement Representative].

In every State as well as the District of Columbia it is illegal to drive with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 grams per deciliter or higher. Approximately 10,000 police agencies will participate in this year’s mid-August through Labor Day crackdown, including law enforcement officers representing every State, the District of Columbia and many U.S. cities and towns.

According to the latest data, 32 percent of fatalities in motor vehicle traffic crashes involved a driver or motorcycle rider with a BAC of .08 g/dL or above — an average of one fatality every 45 minutes. 

[Law Enforcement Organization] said its [officers, troopers, deputies] will be aggressively looking for all impaired drivers during the crackdown and will arrest anyone they find driving while impaired — regardless of age, vehicle type, or time of day. 

“Our message is simple and unwavering. If we find you driving impaired, we will arrest you. No exceptions,” said [Law Enforcement Representative]. “Even if you beat the odds and walk away from an impaired-driving crash alive, motorists should be aware that the consequences of driving while impaired can still virtually destroy your life." 
According to [Law Enforcement Organization], violators often face jail time, loss of their driver licenses, or being sentenced to use ignition interlocks. Their insurance rates go up. Other financial hits include attorney fees, court costs, lost time at work, and the potential loss of job or job prospects. When family, friends and co-workers find out, violators can also face tremendous personal embarrassment and humiliation.

“Driving impaired is simply not worth all the consequences. So don’t take the chance. Remember, if you are over the limit, you’re under arrest,” said [Law Enforcement Representative].

The national Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. crackdown is led by NHTSA and combines high-visibility enforcement with heightened public awareness through advertising and publicity. 

For more information on the crackdown, visit the High-Visibility Enforcement Campaign Headquarters at www.StopImpairedDriving.org. 
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[LE Organization] Releases 2010 Crackdown Arrest Numbers

[City, State] – “[LE Organization] made [#] impaired-driving arrests and [#] other significant arrests during the recent August 20–September 6, 2010, crackdown on impaired driving, said [LE Representative]. The [LE Organization] reports [#] impaired driving or other fatalities during the enforcement period, as compared to [#], which occurred last year."
Law enforcement agencies throughout [State] participated in this nationwide effort to get more impaired drivers off the street — and make the 2010 crackdown count by saving lives that might otherwise be lost. 
[LE Organization] joined forces with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and other State and local law enforcement and highway safety partners in conducting the crackdown campaign, which featured high-visibility enforcement combined with a variety of outreach activities, including $11 million in paid national advertising. 

For more information, visit the High-Visibility Enforcement Campaign Headquarters at www.StopImpairedDriving.org. 
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The Tragedy of Drunk Driving

As long as I’ve been a police officer, I’ve never gotten used to the sorrow I feel when I’m called to the scene of a crash where a young person has died due to impaired driving. Yet this senseless loss of human life is a daily reality all over America — year after year.

Imagine the public outrage if 29 jumbo jets — each carrying about 400 people — crashed every year in America, killing all on board. That’s the equivalent of the toll our country suffers annually due to impaired driving. But where’s the indignation over this catastrophe?

The fact is that impaired-driving deaths did decline dramatically during the 1980s through the early 1990s. Social activism, including the rise of organizations such as MADD, led to tighter laws that helped bring the death toll down. During that period, every State — plus the District of Columbia — made it illegal to drive with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 grams per deciliter or above. In addition to that, the legal drinking age was raised from 18 to 21.

Although data show that impaired driving fatalities across the country have declined by almost 10 percent in the last year, the numbers are still too high. In 2008 alone, the latest year for which we have data, nearly 12,000 people died in crashes in which a driver or motorcycle rider was at or over the legal limit (BAC of .08 g/dL or higher), according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
Because we’re committed to ending this tragedy, our police department [or if not a police department, insert your law enforcement agency here] will join with others throughout the Nation during the coming Labor Day holiday for an intensive crackdown on impaired driving. This nationwide enforcement campaign is aimed at the most likely offenders, 21- to 34-year-old males. It runs from August 20 through September 6.
As police officers, our message during this crackdown and all year long is clear and unwavering: Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. With stepped-up law enforcement throughout the Nation — including sobriety checkpoints and saturation patrols — if we catch you driving drunk, you will face serious consequences.
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