
Can I re-use my child’s car seat after 

a crash??? 

To determine if you can re-use your child’s car seat(s) after 

a crash, ask yourself the following questions: 

 

1. Was I able to drive my vehicle away from the crash site?  

 

If YES, go to the next question. 

 

2. Was the vehicle door closest to the car seat damaged?  

 

If NO, go to the next question. 

 

3. Did any of the vehicle occupants experience injuries?  

 

If NO, go to the next question. 

 

4. Did the air bags deploy?  

 

If NO, go to the next question. 

 

5. Is there any visible damage to the car seat?  

 

If NO, see next comment. 

 

If you were able to answer all of these questions, you were 

in a minor crash and may be able to continue use of your 

car seat(s). 
NOTE: Check with your auto insurance company to determine if replacement is covered 

under your policy. 


